Hot 
4B Gov vs 
wast) tk 47 (RH 
è 


HA 
nite 
Fie sn 
7 nine 


Dy 
iret 


te 
un 
DU 


*h 
a 
Ny 

RARE 


Via 
Nim nag) ga baeel ak Foe 
wa ahmed + 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31761118918473 


uvoiti THIS ISSUE 


e Decade of Disabled Persons 

e Phones for Disabled Drivers 

e Review of Social Assistance 
Programs 

¢ Appointments to Advisory 


Ontario Secretariat for Disabled Persons 
Tony Ruprecht, Minister 


Clem Sauvé, Senior Adviser 


Council com RU hs ele ae are DE ne À 
e Current Publications SUMMER EDITION 1986 


Decade of Disabled Persons Community 
Action Fund 


The Secretariat for Disabled Persons 
has established a $500,000 Community 
Action Fund to support the principles 
of the Proclamation of the Decade of 
Disabled Persons (1983-1992). 

“We have dedicated this fund to sup- 
port community efforts to equalize | 
opportunities, and to focus on projects 
which will help disabled persons | 
achieve self-sufficiency,’ said Minister 
Responsible for Disabled Persons, Tony | 
Ruprecht, in the Legislature. | 

With priority given to organizations | 
of disabled persons, grants out of the 
Community Action Fund will back local 

| 
| 


projects designed to increase opportu- 
nities for people with disabilities, and 
to build understanding of their diverse 
talents. Funding will be provided on a 
one-time rather than an on-going basis 


: " for time-limited programs, and for start- 
At a reception to celebrate Ontario's Proclamation of the Decade of Disabled Persons: (from up costs only for on-going programs. 
Ltor) aed for Senior Citizens’ Affairs, Ron Van Horne; Huguette Tries, Past President “We want Ontario to be a province 
of P e United for Self Help in Ontario); Minister Responsible for Disabled Per- 


fea was 


where all individuals have a fair chance 
to reach their potential,’ the Minister 
said. Continued on page 5 
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ER te in ‘officially formalizing 


Ontario's public commitment to inte- 


_ grate persons with disabilities as full 


| 


participating members of our society 
and to ensure their fundamental rights 
in such vital areas as housing, educa- 
tion and employment. 

It was on this date that as Minister 
Responsible for Disabled Persons, I had 
the pleasure of announcing that our 
province would join the United Nations 
in proclaiming the DECADE OF DIS- 
ABLED PERSONS, and endorsing the 
principles of the UN’s World Pro- 
gramme of Action Concerning Disabled 


_ Persons. 


This Proclamation, signed by the Pre- 


 mier and myself, formally expresses 


Ontario's on-going commitment to pro- 
mote the full integration of disabled 
persons in our society. 


To further promote the ideals behind 
the Decade of Disabled Persons and to 
help make the community more aware 
of the important accomplishments that 
individuals with disabilities can and do 
achieve when given the opportunity, the 
Secretariat for Disabled Persons will be 
launching a public awareness program 
this fall. Through this program we hope 
to promote wider understanding — 
thereby helping to remove barriers 
stemming from ignorance, indifference 
and fear. In addition, we shall be liais- 
ing with other ministries and agencies 
to ensure future government initiatives 
are consistent with the intent of the 
Decade of Disabled Persons. 

It is an important program and I shall 
count on your co-operation for its 
SUCCESS. 


oP 2.3 1986 Message from the Minister | 


Congratulations from the U.N. 


On the day of the Proclamation, Canadian Ambassador to the United Nations Stephen Lewis sent a telegram 
congratulating Ontario on participating in the Decade of Disabled Persons. The tollowing are excerpts 
from the telegram, which M.C. Don King read at the reception at Toronto’s Sheraton Hotel. 


Five years have passed since the Inter- 
national Year of Disabled Persons, a year 
that awoke public consciousness to the 
issues facing disabled people all over the 
world. An important second step was 
taken by the UN in 1982 when a World 
Programme of Action for Disabled Per- 
sons was unanimously adopted. This 
document is a wonderful and vital 
blueprint for disability prevention and 
rehabilitation, as well as ensuring the 
full participation of disabled persons in 
their societies. It was clear that one year 
would not suffice to realize the aims of 
this programme, and thus 1983-1992 
was designated the UN Decade of Disa- 
bled Persons (... ) 

The proclamation in the Ontario 
Legislature today is a fine and vigorous 


Cellular Phones for 


A six-month pilot project will evaluate 
the need for cellular telephones in 
vehicles operated by disabled drivers. 

The project, proposed by the 
Secretariat for Disabled Persons, will 
run until September, 1986. It brings 
together the provincial government, 
community groups and private indus- 
try. Participating drivers were selected 
through the Canadian Paraplegic Associ- 
ation (CPA) and the Driver Education 
Program of the Hugh MacMillan Medi- 
cal Centre. 

Bell Cellular has provided a total of 12 
cellular telephones, and six months of 
free service to the drivers involved in 
the project. 

Minister Responsible for Disabled Per- 
sons, Tony Ruprecht, said in his intro- 
duction of the project, technological 
advances in driving aids make it possi- 
ble for even severely disabled people to 
safely drive a motor vehicle. 

“The primary goal of this project is 
to provide an emergency link for disa- 
bled persons who might find them- 
selves stranded as a result of an 
accident or mechanical failure” Mr. 
Ruprecht said. 

Staff from the Hugh MacMillan Med- 
ical Centre and the CPA will document 
the progress of each driver and evalu- 
ate the need for cellular telephones in 
vehicles driven by disabled persons. 

If the pilot project is deemed a suc- 
cess, service clubs and other commu- 
nity groups will be encouraged to 
contribute toward future provision of 
cellular telephones for disabled drivers. 


affirmation of the principles behind the 
UN Decade. I salute the people of 
Ontario for their collective commitment 
to promote the rights of disabled peo- 
ple. Your “community action fund,’ 
which will help realize that commit- 
ment, focusses on self-sufficiency for 
disabled persons, and assists community 
efforts to achieve equal opportunities 
for people with disabilities. Community 
action was pinpointed as an integral 
part of the UN’s World Programme of 
Action and it therefore is very gratify- 
ing to inscribe the name of Ontario, and 
Canada, amongst those governments 
who promote these rights during this, 


‘the UN DECADE OF DISABLED 


PERSONS. 


Testing . . . testing: the Minister (right) makes the first call on a new cellular phone, observed 


isabled 


Balloons, balloons and more balloons. Edith 
Rason (left) and Beryl Potter (right) join in 
the festivities at the reception. 

Photo: Martin Sundland 


Drivers 


by (left) Ronald Roland, President, Bell Cellular, and (centre) Gerry Clarke, Manager of Infor- 


mation Services, Secretariat for Disabled Persons. 


Bell Cellular will provide support for 
such presentations. 

Robert Rowland, President of Bell Cel- 
lular, said his company welcomes the 
opportunity to participate with the 
provincial government and community 
groups in this project. 

Upon completion of the pilot project, 
the cellular telephones will be pur- 
chased or returned. Bell Cellular and 
the CPA will determine a rate structure 
to charge participants involved in the 


Photo: John Narvali 


program, should they wish to purchase 
the telephones. 

Bell Cellular is a member of Bell 
Canada Enterprises Inc. (BCE group of 
companies). 

For more information ... 

Bell Cellular 


Kelli Stephenson, Marketing .Service 
Representative, (416) 674-2220 


Secretariat for Disabled Persons 
Gerry Clarke, Manager, Information 
Services, (416) 965-3165 


Mainframe, micro-computers and Cobol. 
Alternative Input Devices, King Key- 
boards and Assessment Software. 
Knowledge of these terms and their 
application to today’s technology can 
mean employment, rehabilitation and 
access to a computer world previously 
unavailable to disabled persons. 
Twenty-three-year-old Leslie Szentleleki 


isa good example of someone who 


knows the terms. A recent graduate of 
the Toronto-based Alternative Computer 
Training for the Disabled (ACT), Szent- 
leleki has managed to combine a former 
trade with his new-found knowledge of 


computer programming. 


“I was a carpenter and I had an acci- 


dent which left me with an artificial hip. 


But the way I see things now is that my 
chances of employment are greater. I 
now have an excellent knowledge of two 
professions,’ he said. 

Founded in February of 1984 and with 
approximately 20 graduates to its credit, 
ACT provides up-to-date skills training in 
business applications programming for 


_ disabled persons. 


Based on a successful model used in 
the US, ACT operates with the 
assistance of representatives from major 
corporations involved in data processing 
and education. The students’ direct con- 
tact with the business community is the 
main focus and strength of the program. 

“Our objective is clearly employment. 
We are pushing an image, a career. The 


_ disabilities to us are irrelevant. It’s the 


abilities of the individual that count,’ said 
ACT's head instructor Myron Nicholson. 

While the objective of ACT's program 
is employment, there are other com- 
puter training courses offered in 


_ Toronto, which in some cases focus more 


| 


closely on the rehabilitation and educa- 
tion of disabled persons. 

Designing Aids for Disabled Adults 
(DADA) is a non-profit organization, 
which was formed in Toronto in 1985. 


_ Besides researching and developing low- 


cost technical aids for disabled persons, 
DADA also offers a volunteer program 
linking up computer-wise volunteers 
with disabled individuals who want to 
learn about the computer. 

Located in the upper level of a Dupont 
Street factory, DADA has a permanent 
staff of five and over 50 volunteers who 
provide instruction to approximately 35 
students across the city. 

“The teaching is based on a very casual 
one-to-one basis. In the case of an insti- 
tution or hospital, we use the existing 
program to meet the students’ needs,’ 


_ Said Joseph Fassel, DADA’s Director of 


Community Services, adding that volun- 


teers will provide home instruction if 


equipment is available. 


Coming to Terms 


with Computers 


| 
Technical developments like this King keyboard (centre), used for easy access to the termi- 
nal, and this Personal Computer Alternative Input Device (PC A.I.D.), (left), are used in 
DADAS computer training program. A PC A.1.D. emulates the IBM keyboard by translating | 
signals from a simple on/off switch (right) attached to the terminal. 
| 


The Ontario March of Dimes has also 
developed a computer training program. 
The course is called the Micro-computer 
Applications Training Program, and it is 
specifically designed for severely disa- 
bled adults. 

With the goal of providing computer 

skills and employment for its students, 
the two-year program is divided into 
four six-month phases: training, job 
placement in a supportive setting, con- 
tract work and job placement in a com- 
petitive setting. 
After an initial enrollment of six, the 
March of Dimes micro-computer train- 
ing program has expanded to include 23 
students: one short of their projected 
maximum. 

With the help of training programs 
such as ACT, DADA and the March of 
Dimes program, computers are continu- 
ing to open up new possibilities for dis- 
abled people as they are for all of society. 

For more information on either ACT, 
DADA or the Ontario March of Dimes 
Micro-computer Applications Training 
Program contact: 

Alternative Computer Training for the 
Disabled (ACT) 

250 The Esplanade, Suite 203 
Toronto, Ontario 

MSA 1J2 

(416) 365-3330 


Lieutenant Governor Lincoln Alexander 
gives a diploma and congratulatory hand- 
shake to ACT graduate Leslie Szentleleki. 
Photo: John Pickett 


Designing Aids for Disabled Adults 
(DADA) 

1024 Dupont Street 

Toronto, Ontario 

M6H 2A2 

(416) 533-4494 


The Ontario March of Dimes 
Micro-computer Applications 
Training Program 
32 Kern Road 
Don Mills, Ontario 
M3B 1T1 

(416) 445-0149 
(TDD) 393-4555 


DATELINE QUEEN’S PARK 


Social Assistance Benefits 


Minister of Community and Social Serv- 
ices, John Sweeney, has made a num- 
ber of recent announcements that will 
benefit Ontario’s disabled persons. 

Speaking at the 36th annual Ontario 
Municipal Social Services Association 
(OMSSA) conference in Niagara Falls in 
June, Sweeney estimated that approxi- 
mately 130,000 social assistance 
recipients with high shelter costs would 
begin receiving increases in their 
monthly cheques. 

The monthly increases, which are to 
become effective September 1, 1986, 
will affect many disabled citizens who 
now rely on the Provinces social 
assistance programs for support. 

For example, under the Family 
Benefits Assistance (FBA) section, a sin- 
gle disabled person will receive, along 
with a general rate upgrading 
announced last January, an additional 
$25 per month. A disabled person with 
a spouse will find his or her assistance 
increased by $50 per month. 

As well, the Minister said in an early 
June statement in the Legislature, 
another $12 million annually will be 
used to expand the Integrated 
Homemaker Program to include six to 
eight additional communities in Ontario. 

Under the present program, 
homemakers visit frail seniors and phys- 
ically handicapped adults to provide 


| Ontario Mental 


homemaking and personal care services 
which enable them to remain in their 
homes instead of going to a hospital or 
an institution. 

This new funding will mean that as 
many as 14 Ontario communities will 
have the benefit of the Integrated 
Homemaker Program by the end of this 
fiscal year. 

Mr. Sweeney has also introduced a 
$5-million research program designed 
to improve services to elderly, develop- 
mentally handicapped and _ physically 
handicapped persons. 

The five-year Lottery Research Grant 
Program, supported by lottery funds 
provided by the Ministry of Community 
and Social Services, encourages the 
development of research and program 
evaluation studies. 

Funding will be administered by the 
Health Foundation 
(OMHF), and the deadline for research 
proposals is October 15, 1986. 

In an initial portion of the lottery pro- 
gram, approximately $100,000 in 
research development grants was 
awarded to agencies in eight commu- 
nities across Ontario. 

For more information on the Lottery 
Research Program contact: 

Ontario Mental Health Foundation 


Margaret Clark, Executive Director 
(416) 920-7221 


“I Count” 


‘I Count’ for equality in employment is 
both the name and philosophy of a 
census of public service employees con- 
ducted by the Ontario government this 
summer, 

On June 18, 1986, 80,000 employees 
within the civil service were invited to 
participate in the survey, which was 
conducted as a part of the provincial 
government's commitment to equal 
opportunity for all. Participation was 
voluntary and complete confidentiality 
was assured. 

Once tallied, results of the census will 
provide comprehensive information on 
the levels of representation within the 
public service of men and women, 
native people, racial minorities, franco- 
phones and disabled persons. This 
information will be available in the fall. 

The ‘I Count’ census was the first 
provincial government-wide survey to 
be conducted in Ontario. 


Appointments to Advisory 
Council 


Ronald McInnes: reappointed as chairman of the 
Ontario Advisory Council on the Physically 
Handicapped. Photo: Bill Lanning 


The Honourable Tony Ruprecht, 
Minister Responsible for Disabled Per- 
sons, has announced nine new appoint- 
ments to the Ontario Advisory Council 
on the Physically Handicapped. 

The new appointments to Council are 
Terry Bellavance of Thunder Bay, 
Jean-Rémi Champagne of Ottawa, 
Aldo Colangelo of Downsview, 


FUTURES Program 


Minister of Skills Development, Greg 
Sorbara, has extended the age limit for 
disabled youth entering the FUTURES 
program. 

Effective February 10, 1986, the 
guidelines of the employment program, 
offered through the Ministry of Skills 
Development Youth Employment Serv- 
ices Branch, have been amended to 
include persons up to 29 years old. 

The disabled youth section of the 
FUTURES program is available to per- 
sons aged 16-29, regardless of their 
educational level, who have been out of 
school and unemployed for 12 weeks 
and who suffer from a disability as 
defined in the Ontario Human Rights 
Code. 

The FUTURES program is intended to 
assist those young people encountering 
difficulty in securing access to the 
labour force. As well as providing them 
with work experience and on-the-job 
training, FUTURES helps young people 
learn how to find, get and hold an 
appropriate job on their own. 

For information on the FUTURES 
program please contact: 


Ministry of Skills Development 
Ken McKay, Senior Manager 
Youth Employment Services 
(416) 963-2255 

or the Youth Hotline 
1-800-387-0777 Voice/TDD 


Rosemari Comisso of Windsor, 
Robert Loveless of London, Anne 
Musgrave of Toronto, Mary Louise 
Ware of Ottawa, Girma Haile Selassie 
of Toronto, and Dr. Gavin Shanks, of 
Kingston. All appointments run to 
March 31, 1987. 

Mr. Ruprecht also announced the 
reappointment of Council Chairman 


Ronald McInnes of Willowdale, and — 


Council member Reverend Kenneth 
R. Gallinger of Richmond Hill. 

‘ am hopeful my appointment as 
Minister Responsible for Disabled Per- 
sons will give impetus to the work of 


the Council in its continuing role of. 


providing advice and guidance on 
important issues affecting the lives of 
disabled citizens,’ he said. 

Beryl Potter of Scarborough and 


Karen Glen-Freeland of Hamilton — 
will continue as Council vice-chairmen. | 
Other continuing memberships include: | 


Carolyn Beaver of Brantford, Nancy 
E. Hansen of Ottawa, Roy Herbert 
of Barrie and Dr. Peter Playfair of 
Iroquois. 


DATELINE QUEEN’S PARK 


Assistive Devices Program 


Ontarios Assistive Devices Program, 
which now covers 75 per cent of the 
cost of medical devices for young peo- 
ple up to age 21, will be expanded to 
cover prostheses and respiratory equip- 
ment for people of all ages, Health 
Minister Murray Elston has announced. 
“The government is committed to the 
expansion of the program until. all 
remaining categories have been 
‘extended to people of all ages” he said. 
The intent of the program is to help pro- 
vide medical devices for people with 
chronic illness or physical disability. 
| Extended coverage for prostheses such 
as artificial limbs became effective July 
1, 1986, and payment of 75 per cent of 
respiratory costs for people of all ages 
begins on September 1, 1986. The lat- 
ter extension will include ventilators, suc- 
tion machines, compressors and 


Disabled not Disentitled 


“In Ontario, in 1986, being disabled must 
no longer mean being disentitled,’ says 
Labour Minister William Wrye. 

Speaking in the legislature in early 
June, Mr. Wrye announced amendments 
to the Employment Standards and 
Occupational Health and Safety Acts. 
These amendments are intended to pro- 
vide fairer treatment to disabled persons 
working in sheltered workshops and 
rehabilitation settings. 

“Section 24 of the Employment Stan- 
dards Act sets out a procedure for 
authorizing the payment to employ dis- 
abled persons of wages which are below 
minimum. This government feels that 
section was arbitrary, unfair and may 


Review of Social Assistance 


Programs 


A comprehensive review of Ontario's 
social assistance programs is now under- 
way, Community and Social Services 
Minister John Sweeney told the Legisla- 
ture on July 3. 

Mr. Sweeney said that an independent 
12-member committee would begin 
work immediately on recommendations 
for a new system “which can face the 
challenges of the 1990s and beyond” The 
committee will also address such specific 
questions as the adequacy of support 
currently being provided, whether it is 
available to all who need it, and whether 


equipment for people with cystic fibrosis. 

Mr. Elston also announced that, effec- 
tive July 1, 1986, extension of the cover- 
age of all other assistive devices, 
equipment like wheelchairs, ostomy sup- 
plies, hearing aids, visual communication 
aids, incontinence supplies and orthoses, 
will include those who are 22 years of 
age. 

Costs for expansion to the program 
will be $4 million for 1986-87. This will 
bring total annual costs for the Assistive 
Devices Program to approximately $18 
million. 

Agencies such as the Canadian Cancer 
Society and the Ontario March of Dimes 
traditionally assist people in need with 
the remaining 25 per cent portion of 
costs for assistive devices. 

For more information on the program, 
call 963-1956 in Metro Toronto, and 
1-800-268-6021 outside Metro ‘Toronto. 
(TDD) 1-800-268-6023 


well violate the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms,’ Mr. Wrye said. 

The repeal of this section will entitle 
all disabled persons who are in a true 
employment relationship to at least the 
minimum wage. 

Under the existing Health and Safety 
Act, the section that defines ‘workers’ 
excludes individuals who participate in 
work or rehabilitation programs in psy- 
chiatric institutions, mental health 
centres or rehabilitation facilities. Mr. 
Wrye said the government intends to 
table in committee an amendment to the 
act to repeal this section. 

“Disabled persons will now enjoy the 
same protections as all workers under 
the act,’ he said. 


assistance is being provided in a fair and 
efficient manner. 

The committee's consultation plans 
include a series of public meetings to be 
scheduled during the late fall and winter 
in selected communities across Ontario. 
The committee invites communication 
from interested parties, and will be 
approaching some groups, organizations 
and individuals directly. 

The committee's report and recom- 
mendations are expected in the spring 
of 1987. 

For further information, contact: 
Social Assistance Review Committee 
Debbie Oakley, Project Manager 
(416) 963-3741 


| | 


Community Action Fund 
(from page 1) 


To qualify for funding, organizations 
must comply with the Ontario Human 
Rights Code, be non-profit incorporated 
and operating with an accountable 
structure. Applications should be sub- 
mitted at least two months prior to the 
commencement of the project. 

To obtain a brochure with further 
details of the Community Action Fund 
and an application form, please contact: 


Secretariat for Disabled Persons 
(416) 965-3165 Voice/TDD 


COMMUNITY 
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the Ontario Secretariat for Disa- 
bled Persons 
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Current Publications 


IPCAS Publications . . . IPCAS is the 
International Project on Communication 
Aids for the Speech Impaired, spon- 
sored by Rehabilitation International's 
ICTA Committee. 


Handi-Travel Resource Book 
for Disabled and Elderly Persons 


The Canadian Rehabilitation Council for 
the Disabled have published a new 
book, Handi-Travel: A Resource Book for 
Disabled and Elderly Travellers. 

HandiTravel is a comprehensive travel 
guide for people with disabilities affect- 
ing mobility, hearing and sight. Written 
by Cinnie Noble, an expert in travel for 
the disabled, it provides detailed infor- 
mation on transportation by air, rail, bus 
and ship . . . both in North America and 
overseas. 


Handi- 
Travel 
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The book contains: 

— how to find a travel agent who is 
familiar with the special needs of the 
disabled; 

- guidelines on acceptable levels of 
accessibility for wheelchair-travellers, 
and for visually and hearing-impaired 
people; 

- special tips for travellers with dia- 
betes, epilepsy, respiratory conditions 
and those on dialysis; 

— how to determine whether a disabled 
traveller’s personal attendant would 
be eligible for a 50% air fare discount. 


For more information on any one of 
the publications mentioned here 
contact: 


Canadian Rehabilitation Council for the 
Disabled 

One Yonge Street 

Suite 2110 

Toronto, Ontario M5E 1E5 


Communication Interaction 
Between Aided and Natural 
Speakers 
by Arlene W. Kratt 
This study provides a current state-of- 
the-art view of what is known and 
thought about communication inter- 
action with physically disabled persons 
using communication aids. 

It is a compilation of published 


research, unpublished works, clinical - 


observations and the perspectives of a 
variety of aid users and professionals in 
the United States, Canada, Sweden and 
the United Kingdom. | 

Teachers, therapists, researchers, aid 
developers and consumers will find a 
knowledge base from which future 
research and clinical efforts can be 
built. 


Conversations with Non-Speaking 
People 


Fifteen people from four countries — 
Canada, Sweden, the United Kingdom 
and the United States — provide per- 
sonal accounts of how they have 
adapted to various speech disabilities. 
The challenges they face in social and 
vocational situations and the solutions 


they have found are related with 


humour and insight. 

Technical aids, computers and com- 
munication systems such as Bliss sym- 
bolics are considered as they have been 
applied to specific problems. 

As one of the participants, Michael 
Williams, says: . . . ‘the power of a per- 
son comes from his or her ability to 
manipulate language’ Most importantly, 
he continues, ‘Everyone has something 
to say: Conversations with Non-Speaking 
People illustrates this beyond a doubt. 


Jonathan, too, goes to 

Day Nursery 

by Anne Stiernquist 

Published in separate English and Swed- 
ish editions, this book tells the story of 
the integration of a child with cerebral 
palsy in a pre-primary school in 
Sweden. Jonathan, too, goes to Day 
Nursery is a book which speaks 
through photographs as effectively as 
through the printed word. It will 
interest anyone who works with chil- 
dren or has a handicapped child in the 
family. 


Jonathan, 
sims LOO, GOS tO 
Day Nursery 


Anne Stiernquist 


RADAR 


Taking Aim 


The Handicapped Employment Pro- 


gram, Ontario Ministry of Labour has | 


produced a new and innovative publi- 
cation, Taking Aim ... Job Search 
Strategies for People with Disabilities. 

The handbook is meant for those 
who are ready to enter the job market, 


and who are prepared to undertake an … 


independent job hunt in order to reach 
their target. In simple straight-forward 


language Taking Aim guides the job- — 


seeker through a step-by-step planning, 


preparation and strategy process. Aside … 


from good basic job search techniques, 


the book addresses the fact that there. 


are often extra hurdles for people with 
disabilities, and talks about the pros and 
cons of discussing one's disability with 
prospective employers. 

Copies of Taking Aim are available 
without charge to disabled job-seekers 
residing in the province of Ontario 
through the Handicapped Employment 
Program, Ministry of Labour, 400 
University Avenue, Toronto, Ontario. 
M7A 1T7. 
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The Duke and Duchess of York, Prince Andrew and Lady Sarah Ferguson 
congratulate winning athletes at this year’s Ontario Games for the Physically 
Disabled. The Games were co-sponsored by the Ministry of Tourism and Rec- 


reation and the City of North York. 


$15 million to improve access 
to community facilities 


A $15-million grants program is being 
made available to non-profit commu- 
nity groups who want to improve 
physical access for disabled persons 
and senior citizens. 

The Access Fund, to be operational 
this fall, will provide matching grants 
of up to $50,000 to private sector 
non-profit organizations and agencies 
serving disabled persons and senior 

citizens. 

The allocation of $15 million is 
over three years, providing $5 million 
lin each year. 
| “Improved access to community 
facilities is an important element in 
the integration into community life of 
| disabled persons and senior citizens,” 
| Minister Responsible for Disabled Per- 

sons, Tony Ruprecht said. 


“The elderly, and particularly the 
frail elderly, should not be impeded 
from taking part in Community ac- 
tivities because of physical barriers,” 
Minister for Senior Citizens’ Affairs, 
Ron Van Horne added. 

Funds will be provided for renova- 
tions such as grab bars, ramps, 
elevators, door widening projects, 
alert systems for the hearing impaired 
and braille or other tactile features for 
the visually impaired. 


For further information: 
Stephen Little 

Office for Disabled Persons 
(416) 965-3121 


Dorothy Singer 
Office for Senior Citizens’ Affairs 
(416) 963-3744 


Gover ment 
Publications 
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Porte d’acces 


Le nouveau programme Porte d’acces 
vise à permettre aux personnes âgées 
et handicapées de bénéficier d'un 
accès centralisé aux services sociaux 
et de santé communautaires. 

Ce programme prévoit la mise sur 
pied de projets-pilotes dans cinq rég- 
ions. Ces projets-pilotes, qui seront 
mis sur pied au cours des deux 
prochaines années, seront entrepris 
dans le comté Huron, le district de 
Cochrane, la municipalité régionale 
de Waterloo, la municipalité d’East 
York dans la communauté urbaine de 
Toronto et dans les comtés de Pre- 
scott-Russell et Stormont, Dundas et 
Glengarry. 

Porte d'accès permet d'adopter une 
approche globale en matière de pre- 
station des services, remplaçant ainsi 
la fragmentation par la coordination 
d'ensemble. Le programme assurera 
une évaluation de la mobilité et veill- 
era à assurer des services à domicile 
aux personnes âgées. Étant donné 
qu'il inclut les soins à domicile et le 
Programme intégré de services 
d'aides familiales, Porte d’acces vie- 
ndra en aide à plusieurs personnes 
handicapées. 

L'Office des personnes hand- 
icapées, le ministère de la Santé et le 
ministère des Services sociaux et 
communautaires collaborent avec 
l'Office des personnes âgées à la mise 
en oeuvre de ces projets. 


Pour plus de renseignements, 
communiquez avec : 
Dorothy Singer 

Chef du développement 

des programmes 

Office des personnes âgées 
(416) 963-3744 


With dignity 


The Ontario March of Dimes has up- 
dated Words With Dignity, its guide 
to the correct terms to use when writ- 
ing or talking about a disability. 

The new version also provides un- 
acceptable and acceptable phrases in 
the French language. 

To receive a copy, write to the Pub- 
lic Relations Department, Ontario 


March of Dimes, 60 Overlea Blvd., To- 
ronto, M4H 1B6. 


Photo: Bill Lanning 


Audience participation was ‘high at the Brampton dialogue session with Minister Tony Ruprecht. 


Les dialogues se poursuivent 


L'Office des personnes handicapées a entamé une série de dialogues avec les 
personnes handicapées et les pourvoyeurs de services dans différentes villes 
de la province. 

Ces séances, auxquelles assistent le ministre délégué aux personnes hand- 
icapées, M. Tony Ruprechi, et le personnel de l'Office, eprmettent aux person- 
nes handicapées et aux organismes de nous exprimer directement leurs préoc- 
cupations. 

Parmi les questions qui ont été abordées, mentionnons la nécessité d’une 
plus grande coordination de la part des pourvoyeurs de services et la nécessité 
de services d’information centralisés. Les participants ont souligné qu’il impor- 
tait de réexaminer les critères d'admissibilité relatifs à certains programmes 
et d'envisager l'expansion de certains autres, qu'il fallait consacrer davantage 
de fonds à la recherche, qu'il fallait accroître les activités ayant trait à la défense 
des droits et qu'il fallait sensibiliser la population aux capacités et aux besoins 
des personnes handicapées. 

“J'ai été très heureux de rencontrer autant d'individus, de chefs de file et 
de travailleurs de ce milieu”, a observé M. Ruprecht. 

L'Office des personnes handicapées prévoit d’autres rencontres avec des 
représentants du milieu des personnes handicapées. 


Joanne Campbell appointed chairman 
of Social Assistance Review Board 


Joanne Campbell, former City of 


Toronto and Metro Council member, take effect in October, following com- 


has been named as the new chairman 
of the Social Assistance Review Board. 
The announcement was made by Pre- 
mier David Peterson and John 
Sweeney, Minister of Community and 
Social Services. 


Ms. Campbell’s appointment will 


Requests for copies or alterations to the mailing list € 


pletion of the work of the Social As- 
sistance Review Committee (SARC). 
The committee is conducting an 
examination of Ontario’s income 
maintenance systems and its final re- 
port is expected this fall. Ms. 
Campbell is vice-chairman of SARC. 


can be made by c Gilling 


(416) 965-3165 


Comments or suggestions should be mailed to: 


Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 16th Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5G 1ZG 


Editor: Tracy Fawcett 


Minister’s 
dialogue 
sessions will 
continue 


The Office for Disabled Persons has 
begun a series of “dialogues” in cities 
across the province with disabled per- 
sons and service providers. | 
The purpose of these sessions, at- 
tended by Minister Responsible for 
Disabled Persons Tony Ruprecht and: 
Office staff, is to provide an opportu-| 
nity to hear, first hand, the concerns 
of individuals and organizations. 
Issues discussed at the sessions, 
have ranged from the need for greater! 
coordination by providers of services| 
to the need for centralized informa- 
tion services. Participants have noted, 
the need for a re-examination of the! 
eligibility criteria for some programs 
and the expansion of others, for more 
funds for research, for more advocacy — 
and for increased public awareness 0: 
the abilities and needs of disabled per! 
sons. . 
“It has also been a great pleasure 
for me to meet so many individuals 
key leaders, and workers in the dis 
abled community,” commented Mr 
Ruprecht. . 
The Office for Disabled Person: 
plans further meetings with represen” 
tatives of the disabled communit 
across the province. 


1987 members of the Ontario Advisory Council for Disabled Persons are (left to right ): Karen Glen-Freeland, Jean-Rémi 
Champagne, Mary Louise Ware, Beryl Potter, Rosemari Comisso, Irwin (Ozzie) Osborne, Ron McInnes, Nancy Store, 
Dr. Peter Playfair, Dr. Gavin Shanks, Sharon Hoenen, Anne Musgrave, Tony Ruprecht (Minister ), Haile Selassie Girma, 
Rodney Carpenter and Aldo Colangelo. Absent: Robert Loveless and Colin Wasacase. 

Photo: Bill Lanning. 


New appointments to Advisory Council 


With a a new title and five new mem- 
bers, the Ontario Advisory Council for 
Disabled Persons has embarked on 
another year of advising the provin- 
cial government on issues of concern 
to disabled persons. 

New appointments to the Council, 
formerly called the Ontario Advisory 
Council on the Physically Handicap- 
ped, were announced by Minister Re- 
sponsible for Disabled Persons, Tony 
Ruprecht. They are Rodney Carpenter 
of Ottawa, Sharon Hoenen of 
Bridgenorth, Irwin (Ozzie) Osborne 


of Chelmsford, Nancy Stone of Nee. 
ara Falls, and Colin Wasacase of Ken- 
ora. 

Mr. Ruprecht also announced the 
reappointment of Council Chairman 
Ron McInnes of Willowdale and 
Council members Aldo Colangelo of 
Downsview, Jean-Rémi Champagne of 
Ottawa, Rosemari Comisso of Windsor, 
Anne Musgrave of Toronto, Dr. Peter 
Playfair of Iroquois, Dr. Gavin Shanks 
of Kingston, Mary Louise Ware of Ot- 
tawa and Haile Selassie Girma of To- 
ronto. 


Nominations au Conseil 


consultatif 


Avec un nouveau nom et cing 
nouveaux membres, le Conseil con- 
sultatif de l'Ontario aux personnes 
handicapées poursuit ses activités 
dans le but de conseiller le gouverne- 
ment provincial sur les questions qui 
intéressent les personnes 
icapées. 

Les nominations au Conseil, au- 
trefois connu sous le nom de Conseil 
consultatif de l'Ontario sur les hand- 
iCapés physiques, ont été annoncées 
par le ministre délégué aux Personnes 
handicapées, M. Tony Ruprecht. Les 
nouveaux membres sont Rodney Car- 
penter d'Ottawa, Sharon Hoenen de 
Bridgenorth, Irwin (Ozzie) Osborne 
de Chelmsford, Nancy Stone de Niag- 
ara Falls et Colin Wasacase de Kenora. 

M. Ruprecht a également annoncé 
le renouvellement du mandat du prés- 
ident du Conseil, Ron McInnes de 


hand- 


Willowdale, et des membres suivants : 
Aldo Colangelo de Downsview, Jean- 
Remi Champagne d'Ottawa, Rosemari 
Comisso de Windsor, Anne Musgrave 
des Toronto Dr -PcterPlayfair 
d’Iroquois, Dr. Gavin Shanks de Kings- 
ton, Mary Louise Ware d'Ottawa et 
Haile Selassie Girma de Toronto. 

Beryl Potter de Scarborough et 
Karen Glen-Freeland de Hamilton 
continueront d'agir a titre de vice- 
présidentes du Conseil. Cette année, 
Robert Loveless de London a aussi été 
nommé vice-président. 

Le Conseil consultatif de l'Ontario 
aux personnes handicapées a été créé 
en février 1975, en tant qu'organisme 
sans responsabilité de programmes, 
dont le mandat est de conseiller le 
gouvernement provincial sur une 
variété de questions affectant les per- 
sonnes handicapées. 


Yeu Potter of Scarborough and 
Karen Glen-Freeland of Hamilton will 
continue as Council vice-chairmen. 
Robert Loveless of London was also 
appointed as vice-chairman this year. 

The Ontario Advisory Council for 
Disabled Persons was established in 
February of 1975 as a non-funding 
body, with a mandate to advise the 
provincial government on a wide vari- 
ety of issues affecting disabled per- 
sons. 


Freedom 
of movement 


Inaccessible public transportation 
handicaps and discriminates against 
many Ontario citizens, according to à 
report prepared jointly by the Ontario 
Advisory Council for Disabled Per- 
sons and the Ontario Advisory Coun- 
cil on Senior Citizens. 

Entitled “The Freedom to Move is 
Life Itself’, the report addresses the 
transportation needs of Ontario’s 
senior citizens and disabled persons. 

“Our vision is that by 2010 Ontario 
will have a totally integrated and ac- 
cessible transportation system that 
can be used by everyone,” said Ronald 
McInnes, chairman of the Ontario Ad- 
visory Council for Disabled Persons. 

Intended as a blueprint for action 
by consumers, service providers and 
various levels of government, the re- 
port recommends establishing trans- 
portation regions throughout the pro- 
vince to meet the unique needs of 

each area. 


(M. Sauvé est premier conseiller a 
l'Office des personnes handicapées ) 

Au cours des derniers mois, l'Office 
des personnes handicapées a subi cer- 
tains changements qui permettront de 
répondre à un plus grand besoin d’in- 
formation et de soutien rendu néces- 
saire par le nombre croissant de prog- 
rammes et de services offerts. 

L'augmentation du budget et du 
personnel de l'Office est sans doute 
l'illustration la plus évidente de cette 
croissance. Depuis mon arrivée à POF- 
fice, il y a moins de deux ans, j'ai été 
tres heureux de constater cette crois- 
sance de ce qui était à l’origine un 
petit groupe d'environ 15 personnes 
disposant d'un budget inférieur à un 
million de dollars, mais qui compte 
aujourd'hui 35 personnes adminis- 
trant un budget de 7,5 millions de dol- 
lars. Cette expansion a rendu néces- 
saire une restructuration de l'Office 
qui se divise maintenant en trois prin- 
cipales sections: le service des 
politiques, les initiatives com- 
munautaires et les communications. 

Mais avant de traiter plus en détails 
de ces changements, j'aimerais rendre 
hommage à l’ancienne coordonnat- 
rice provinciale, Jill Hutcheon, et 
souligner sa contribution, au cours de 
plusieurs années, à l'Office et à l’av- 
ancement des droits et des intérêts 
des personnes handicapées. M™* 
Hutcheon a été nommée directrice du 
développement et de la coordination 
des politiques au ministère du Sol- 
liciteur général. Ses anciens collegues 
de travail se joignent a moi pour lui 
souhaiter bonne chance dans ses 
nouvelles fonctions. 


Message de Clément Sauve 


Il me fait plaisir de vous présenter 
les trois chefs de service qui joueront 
un rôle clé dans la nouvelle structure 
dé lOftice: 

Stephen Little, bien connu dans le 


Photo: Rick Upton 


Stephen Little has joined the Oftice 
for Disabled Persons as Manager of 
Community Initiatives. 


Update from Clem Sauve 


(Mr. Sauvé is Senior Adviser, Office 
for Disabled Persons) 

In recent months the Office for Dis- 
abled Persons has undergone a 
number of changes to meet the need 
for more information and support for 
the growing number of programs and 
services being offered. 

Perhaps the most striking evidence 
of this growth is reflected in the in- 
crease in office budget and staff. Since 
I joined the Office for Disabled Per- 
sons less than two years ago, I have 
been pleased to see it grow from a 
small group of approximately 15 
people with a budget of less than $1 
million to a staff of 35 with a budget 
of $7.5 million. This expansion has 
necessitated a restructuring of the of- 
fice into three major sections: policy 
services, Community initiatives, and 
communications. 

Before elaborating on these 
changes, I would like to pay tribute 


to former Provincial Coordinator Jill 
Hutcheon and to acknowledge her 
contribution, over several years, to 


this office and to the advancement of 


the rights and concerns of disabled 
persons. Mrs. Hutcheon has been ap- 
pointed Director of Policy Develop- 
ment and Coordination with the 
Ministry of the Solicitor General. Her 
former colleagues join with me in 
wishing her well in her new role. 

It is my pleasure to introduce the 
three managers who will play a key 
role in the office’s new structure. 

Stephen Little, well known in the 
disabled community, has been ap- 
pointed Manager of Community In- 
itiatives. For the past three years, Mr. 
Little has been National Managing Di- 
rector of the Canadian Paraplegic As- 
sociation and previously worked with 
the association in Saskatchewan and 
New Brunswick. Community Initia- 
tives includes information services, 


milieu des personnes handicapées, a 
été nommé chef des initiatives com- 

munautaires. Depuis trois ans, M. Lit- 

tle occupait le poste de directeur gén- 

eral national de l'Association 

canadienne des paraplégiques après 

avoir travaillé au sein de l'Association — 
en Saskatchewan et au Nouveau- © 
Brunswick. Les initiatives com- 

munautaires comprennent les ser- 

vices d’information, le Fonds d’initia- 

tives communautaires, les projets 

spéciaux et le nouveau Fonds de l’ac- 

cessibilite. 

Edna Hampton, autrefois du minis- 
tere de la Formation professionnelle, 
a été nommée chef des communica- 
tions. Ancienne journaliste, M™* 
Hampton ‘fait partie de la fonction 
publique provinciale depuis 13 ans. 
Le service des politiques est dirigé par. 
Bev Alldrick, nommée chef in… 
térimaire. M"° Alldrick est détachée 
du ministère des Services gouver- 
nementaux jusqu'à ce que M°° Arna 
Banack, chef du service, reprenne ses 
fonctions à la suite de son congé de 
maternité. 

Les finances et administration con- 
tinueront d’être sous la responsabilité 
d'Isabella McTavish, et Mary Tate de- 
meure directrice générale du Conseil 
consultatif de l'Ontario aux personnes 
handicapées. | 

Ces modifications aideront l'Office. 
à atteindre son objectif d'assurer une 
plus grande sensibilisation à l'égard 
des aptitudes et des besoins des per- | 
sonnes handicapées tel que prévu 
dans la proclamation de la Décenie 
des personnes handicapées en On- | 
tario. 


the Community Action Fund, special | 
projects and the new Access Fund. 

Edna Hampton, most recently with 
the Ministry of Skills Development, 
has been appointed Manager of Com- | 
munications. A former journalist, Mrs. 
Hampton has been with the provincial | 
government for 13 years. Policy Ser-| 
vices is headed by Acting Manager 
Bev Alldrick, who is on secondment ~ 
from the Ministry of Government Ser- 
vices until Manager Arna Banack re- : 
turns from maternity leave. ‘ 

Finance and administration will’ 
continue to be handled by Isabella! 
McTavish, and Mary Tate continues as! 
Executive Officer to the Ontario Ad- 
visory Council for Disabled Persons. % 

These changes will assist the office” 
in meeting its objective of increasing 
awareness and responsiveness to the 
abilities and needs of disabled persons_ 
as set Out in Ontario’s Proclamation 
of the Decade of Disabled Persons. 


ne a ene 


“Are you blocking out the abilities of disabled persons?” More than 280 billboards across Ontario and hundreds of 
posters asked this question last spring in a public awareness campaign to promote the abilities of disabled persons. 
The campaign theme was developed by the Office for Disabled Persons with assistance from Anderson Advertising 
and advice from Eo of the disabled community. 


Community Action Fund increased 


The Southwestern Region of Persons 
United for Self Help (PUSH), a Lon- 
don-based advocacy group, is among 
recent recipients of almost $50,000 
in grants from the Community Action 
Fund. 

Since the fund was initiated last 
year, 36 organizations have received 
grants totalling $550,000 and the fund 
has been increased to $850,000 for 
this fiscal year from $500,000 last 
year. 

The Community Action Fund was 
set up to support efforts that provide 
equal opportunities for disabled per- 
sons and for projects that will help 
disabled persons achieve self-suffi- 
ciency. 

PUSH will receive $20,300 to pub- 
lish a guide of services available to 
disabled persons in London. Topics 
will include transportation, benefits, 
attendant care, retraining and employ- 
ment. 

Other grants went to the Canadian 
Paraplegic Association, Ontario Divi- 
sion, $8,200 for two workshops; the 
Turner’s Syndrome Society, Toronto, 
$2,800 for their annual conference; 
the Puzzle Factory, $7,700 to produce 
a play using theatre as a tool to help 
former psychiatric patients; and the 
Ottawa Valley Chapter of the Kidney 
Foundation of Canada, $9,600 to pro- 
vide transportation for Ontario pa- 
tients and their partners to attend 
their annual meeting in Ottawa. 


Applications for funding should be 
sent to the Ontario Office for Disabled 
Persons, 700 Bay Street, 16th Floor, 
Toronto, M5G 1Z6. 


For further information, contact: 
Marthe Dallaire 

Community Action Fund Coordinator 
(416) 963-3121 


Augmentation du Fonds 
d'initiatives communautaires 


La division du Sud-Ouest de lor- 
ganisme Persons United for Self Help 
(PUSH), un groupe d'intérêt établi a 
London, fait partie des récipiendaires 
de subventions du Fonds d'initiatives 
communautaires, subventions qui at- 
teignent pres de 50 000 $ au total. 

Depuis la création de ce fonds 
l'année dernière, 36 organismes ont 
recu des subventions totalisant 
550 000 $ et le budget du fonds a été 
porté à 850 000 $ pour l’année finan- 
cière actuelle, par rapport à 500 000 $ 
l'année dernière. 

Le Fonds d'initiatives  com- 
munautaires a été créé dans le but 
d'appuyer les efforts visant à assurer 
l'égalité des chances aux personnes 
handicapées et les projets destinés a 
aider les personnes handicapées à at- 
teindre une plus grande autonomie. 

PUSH recevra 20 300 $ pour la pub- 
lication d’un guide des services offerts 
aux personnes handicapées à London. 
Ce guide portera sur les services de 
transport, les programmes de presta- 
tions, les soins, le recyclage profes- 
sionnel et l'emploi. 


D'autres subventions ont été aussi 
accordées aux organismes suivants: 
8 200 $ à la division ontarienne de 
l'Association canadienne des parap- 
légiques pour l’organisation de deux 
ateliers; 2 800 $ a la Turner’s Syn- 
drome Society de Toronto pour la 
tenue de sa conférence annuelle; 
7 700 $ au Puzzle Factory pour la pro- 
duction dune piece de theatre qui 
permettra d’aider d’anciens malades 
psychiatriques; 9 600 $ a la section de 
la vallée de l'Outaouais de la Fonda- 
tion canadienne des maladies du rein 
pour assurer le transport de malades 
ontariens et leurs partenaires afin de 
leur permettre d'assister à l'assemblée 
annuelle à Ottawa 

Les demandes de subventions de- 
vraient être adressées à l'Office des 
personnes handicapées, 700, rue Bay, 
16° étage, Toronto (Ontario), 

M5G 126. 


Pour plus de reseignements, 
communiquez avec : 

Marthe Dallaire 
Coordonnatrice du Fonds 
d'initiatives communautaires 
(416) 963-3121 


_ DATELINE QUEEN’S PARK 


Annonce d’un programme 


visant a aider 11 000 déficients mentaux 


Près de 11 000 déficients mentaux de 
l'Ontario pourront bénéficier du 
programme d'expansion de services, 
qui s’échelonnera sur les sept 
prochaines années. 

Les initiatives, qui visent à aider en- 
viron 9 000 déficients mentaux vivant 
dans la communauté et 2 000 autres 
qui quitteront graduellement les in- 
stitutions, comprennent entre autres : 
@ la prestation d'une gamme ét 

undue de services à domicile, de 
soutien et d'emploi, de program- 
mes de jour et de services d’ap- 
point à l'intention des déficients 
mentaux vivant dans la com- 
munauté; 


© l’aide aux familles afin de leur per- 


mettre d'assurer à domicile de 
meilleurs soins aux enfants défi- 
cients mentaux, grâce à des ser- 


Comfort 
allowances 
up 30 per cent 


An increase of nearly 30 per cent in 
the level of comfort allowances paid 
to approximately 6,500 disabled per- 
sons who live in nursing homes, 
chronic hospitals, homes for the de- 
velopmentally handicapped and other 
charitable institutions was recently 
announced by the Ministry of Com- 
munity and Social Services. 

The increase helps to close the gap, 
which has existed since 1981, be- 
tween comfort allowances paid to dis- 
abled persons and those paid to el- 
derly persons, by raising the monthly 
amount a disabled individual receives 
from $77 to $100. 

The $1.8-million annual expendi- 
ture increase, is in addition to the in- 
crease of the guaranteed annual in- 
come system for the disabled (GAINS- 
D) benefits by $50 per month for 
disabled persons living in the commu- 
nity. 


For more information, contact: 
Mark Hallas 

Manager, Special Projects 
Income Maintenance Branch 
Ministry of Community and 
Social Services 

(416) 965-9505 


vices de soutien aux parents, de 
développement des jeunes enfants, 
et autres; 


@ le développement de moyens qui 


permettront à au moins 1 000 dé- 
ficients mentaux vivant présente- 
ment dans des institutions et 1 OOO 
autres vivant dans des maisons de 
soins infirmiers de vivre dans la 
communaute; 


@ l’aide aux fils et aux filles de parents 


âgés dans le but de leur permettre 
de fonder un foyer en bénéficiant 
du soutien et de la supervision dont 
ils ont besoin; 


@ la réorganisation du système des 


ateliers protégés et l’élaboration de 
nouvelles méthodes d'actions posi- 
tives dans le domaine des affaires 
et de nouveaux programmes de for- 
mation et de soutien à l'emploi; et 


@ l'établissement dune politique qui 
déterminera des normes salariales 
objectives et équitables pour la for- 
mation et les emplois alternatifs, 
normes qui seront concurrentielles 
par rapport au marche du travail. 
Ce plan, évalué a 33,6 millions de 

dollars, a pour but d’aider le ministere 

a atteindre son objectif a long terme 

d'élaborer un système de services 

communautaires qui permettra à tous 


‘les déficients mentaux de bénéficier 


de services de soutien dans leur 


milieu. 


Pour plus de renseignements, 
communiquez avec : 

Sandra Lang 

Directrice 

Direction des services 

aux personnes handicapées 
Ministère des Services sociaux et 


communautaires (416) 965-3242 


Premier David Peterson tries out the wheelchair obstacle course at the eighth” 
annual Awareness Week, sponsored by Scarborough Action Awareness and the 
Ministry of Transportation and Communications. Held in Scarborough Towr: 
Centre, Awareness ‘87 brought together government, industry and the commu | 
nity in recognition of the special needs and abilities of Ontario’s disablec 
persons. Congratulations to organizer Beryl Potter (right) for a job well done. 
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| Employment equity expanded 


Treasurer Robert Nixon has an- 
nounced à plan to increase the hiring 
of disabled persons, francophones, ra- 
cial minorities, and native people into 
the Ontario public service and senior 
public service positions. 

Acting on results of the “I Count” 
survey and Avebury Study, both of 
which examined employment prac- 
tices in the public service, Mr. Nixon 
detailed plans to expand the existing 
employment equity program for 


women to include these 
groups. 

Both surveys had indicated that 
these groups are well represented in 
the public service but are virtually 
shut out of most senior, high-paying 
jobs. 

The five-year employment equity 
program, is designed to recruit more 
disabled persons; place more fran- 
cophone civil servants, now concen- 
trated in eastern and northern On- 


target 


15 millions de $ pour améliorer 
l'accès aux installations 


Un programme de subventions de 15 
millions de dollars vient d’être créé a 
l'intention des groupes  com- 
munautaires sans but lucratif qui dé- 
sirent rendre leurs installations plus 
accessibles aux personnes hand- 
icapées et âgées. 

Le Fonds de laccessibilité sera mis 
sur pied l'automne prochain. Il per- 
mettra d'accorder, jusqu’à concurr- 
ence de 50 000 $, des subventions 
équivalentes aux montants dépensés 
par les organismes privés sans but luc- 
ratif qui servent les personnes hand- 
icapées et âgées. 

Le fonds de 15 millions de dollars 
sera alloué sur une période de trois 
ans et réparti à raison de 5 millions 
de dollars par année. 

“L'amélioration de l'accessibilité 
aux installations communautaires est 
un élément important de l’intégration 
des personnes handicapées et âgées”, 
a déclaré le ministre délégué aux per- 
sonnes handicapées, M. Tony Rup- 
recht. 


Des subventions seront accordées 
pour des travaux de rénovation, tels 
que l'installation de barres d'appui, de 
rampes, d’ascenseurs, de mécanismes 
d'ouverture des portes, de systèmes 
d’alarme pour les malentendants et les 
personnes utilisant le braille ou d’au- 
tres méthodes tactiles utilisées par les 
déficients visuels. 

“Les personnes agées, et plus par- 
ticulièrement celles qui sont fragiles, 
ne devraient pas être empêchées de 
participer aux activités com- 
munautaires en raison d’obstacles ar- 
chitecturaux”, a dit le ministre dé- 
légué aux Affaires des personnes 
âgées, M. Ron Van Horne. 


Pour plus de renseignements, com- 
muniquez avec : 

l'Office des personnes handicapées 
(416) 965-3165 

ou 

Dorothy Singer 

Office des personnes âgées 

(416) 963-3744 


tario, in central Ontario; increase the 
number of employees under 25 years 
of age who are from racial minorities: 
and place more people from these 
groups in senior positions. 


One-Stop 
Access sites 


One-Stop Access is a new program de- 
signed to provide senior citizens and 
disabled persons with a single point 
of access to community health and so- 
cial services. 

Five pilot sites, to be phased in over 
two years, will be located in Huron 
County; the District of Cochrane; the 
Regional Municipality of Waterloo; 
the Borough of East York in Metro To- 
ronto; and the counties of Prescott 
and Russell, and Stormont, Dundas 
and Glengarry. 

One-Stop Access is a comprehen- 
sive approach to service delivery, re- 
placing fragmentation with coordina- 
tion. The program will offer approp- 
riate assessment and will assume re- 
sponsibility for bringing services to 
senior citizens in their own homes. 
Because it will include services such 
as Home Care and the Integrated 
Homemaker Program, it will assist 
many disabled citizens. 

The Office for Disabled Persons and 
the Ministries of Health and of Com- 
munity and Social Services are 
cooperating with the Office for Senior 
Citizens’ Affairs in the implementation 
of these projects. 


For more information, contact: 
Dorothy Singer 

Manager of Program Development 
Office for Senior Citizens’ Affairs 
(416) 963-3744 


Multi-year plan announced 
for 11,000 developmentally handicapped people 


As many as 11,000 Ontario citizens 
with developmental handicaps will 
benefit from a seven-year expansion 
plan announced by the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services. 

The initiatives, intended to assist an 
estimated 9,000 developmentally 
handicapped persons already living in 
the community and another 2,000 
Waiting to move from institutions, in- 
clude the following: 
® providing a wide range of residen- 

tial, supported living, employment, 
day program and support services 
to developmentally handicapped 
people now living in the communi- 
ty; 


@ assisting families to better care for 
their developmentally handicap- 
ped children at home through par- 
ent relief, infant development and 
other development programs; 

@ providing community living oppor- 
tunities for at least 1,000 develop- 
mentally handicapped people now 
living in institutions and another 
1,000 currently in nursing homes: 

@ assisting the sons and daughters of 
aging parents to set up households 
with the support and supervision 
they require; 

® reforming the sheltered workshop 
system and introducing new forms 
of affirmative business, employ- 


ment training and supported em- 

ployment programs; and 
@ establishing an objective and equit- 

able wage policy for employment 
training and alternatives to com- 
petitive employment. 

The $33.6-million plan is designed 
to assist the ministry in achieving its 
long-term goal of a community ser- 
vice system where all developmen- 
tally handicapped people are sup- 
ported in their home communities. 
For more information, contact: 
Sandra Lang, Director 
Services for the Disabled 
Ministry of Community 
and Social Services 
(416) 965-3242 
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Current Publications / Upcoming Events 


The Guide for Disabled Persons to Ontario Government Programs 
vices has recently been revised and updated by the Office for Disabled 
Persons. 
Now available in English, French, Itlaian and Portuguese, the Guide provides 
listings on a wide range of programs such as accommodation, support ser- 
vices, education, employment, recreation and transportation. 


Les Mots 
Dignes 


La marche des dix soux de l'Ontario 
a mis a jour son guide, Les Mots 
Dignes. 

Les guide vise a une meilleure utili- 
sation d’expressions a employer en 
francais et en anglais. 

Pour en recevoir un exemplaire, éc- 
rire au départment des relations pub- 
liques, La marche des dix sous de 
l'Ontario, 60 Overlea Blvd., Toronto 
M4H 1B6 


Transportation 
Magazine 
Launched 


GO, a new quarterly magazine de- 
signed to keep readers updated on ac- 


cessible transportation, has been 
launched by Scarborough Action 
Awareness. 


David Baker of the Advocacy Re- 
source Centre for the Handicapped 
answers questions concerning human 
rights issues in the transportation 
area, and readers are asked to contrib- 
ute their ideas and visions of mobility 
in their Communities. 

GO was made possible by a grant 
from the Office for Disabled Persons’ 
Community Action Fund and dona- 
tions from several corporations. 

To subscribe, write to GO, 4695 
Sheppard Ave. E., Suite 110, Scar- 
borough, Ontario, MIS 4R2. 


and Ser- 


Self-help book 
revised 


A revised copy of the self-help man- 
ual, Helping You Helps Me, has been 
published by the Canadian Council on 
Social Development. This easy-to-read 
guide is aimed at people who want to 
start new self-help groups or those 
who want to improve the way their 
Own group operates. 

There are sections on Finding Like- 
Minded People, Self-Help and the Pro- 
fessional, Leadership, Structure, Prob- 
lem Solving, Community Relations, 
and Social Action. 

Copies are available from CCSD 
Publications, 55 Parkdale, P.O. Box 
3505, Station C, Ottawa, Ontario 
KIY 4G1. 


Community Action 
Awards 


The Office for Disabled Persons is 
now accepting applications for the 
1987 Community Action Awards. The 
program has been expanded this year 
to include 12 awards, and the dead- 
line for nominations is September 30. 

The purpose of the awards is to rec- 
ognize and honour the outstanding 
achievements of disabled persons and 
other individuals who have extensive 
involvement with disabled persons. 

A brochure, outlining details of the 
program, is currently being distri- 
buted across the province. Additional 
copies are available from the Office 
for Disabled Persons, 16th Floor, 700 
Bay Street, Toronto, Ontario M5G 
126; 


For more information: 
Sandi Wolfe 

Office for Disabled Persons 
(416) 963-3121 


Accessibility 
Awards 


The submission deadline for this 
year’s Premiers Awards for Accessi- 
bility is October 15. 

The program, which encourages 
the design of buildings and environ- 
ments that are accessible to and 
usable by everyone, is open to all On- 
tario architects and landscape ar- 
chitects. 

A brochure/application form is 
available from the Office for Disabled 
Persons, 700 Bay Street, Toronto. 


For more information: 
Sandi Wolfe 

Office for Disabled Persons 
(416) 963-3121 


Celebrating four decades of service 


The Ontario Federation for the Cere- 
bral Palsied will celebrate four dec- 
ades of service during Cerebral Palsy 
Week, October 12 - 18. 

“With more than 60 member 
groups across the province, the On- 
tario Federation for the Cerebral Pal- 
sied provides programs, services and 
facilities designed to meet the needs 
of disabled persons. I am very pleased 
to congratulate the federation on this 
special anniversary,” said Minister Re- 
sponsible for Disabled Persons, Tony 
Ruprecht. 

Cerebral Palsy Week in Ontario will 


culminate with the federation’s 40th 
Anniversary Year Conference to be 
held in Toronto from October 15-18. 
The conference will provide educa- 


tional opportunities for persons with | 


physical disabilities, their relatives 
and related professionals, as well as 
interested individuals. 


For more information: 
Ontario Federation 

for the Cerebral Palsied 

1020 Lawrence Avenue West 
Suite 303 

Toronto, Ontario MGA 1C8 
(416) 787-4596 
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Remo Mancini, Minister i 
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Remo Mancini, Minister for Disabled Persons, chats with people from the Portuguese community at the 


recent Columbus Centre reception to meet the members of multicultural disabled organizations. 


Message de Remo Mancini 


e tiens a faire savoir aux lecteurs de 
Courrier combien je suis heureux et 
1onoré d'avoir été nommé ministre 
lélégué aux Affaires des personnes 
\andicapées. 

Au cours des mois qui viennent, j'ai 
intention de travailler sans relâche avec 
vous dans le but d'améliorer le proces- 
sus d'élaboration des politiques et la 
prestation des services aux personnes 
nandicapées. 

Bien sûr, beaucoup de choses ont été 
réalisées jusqu'à maintenant, mais je 
nai pas besoin de vous dire que nous 
devons en accomplir davantage pour 
que la société ontarienne senrichisse de 
la pleine participation et de l'entière col- 
laboration des personnes handicapées. 

Nous connaissons tous vos aptitudes, 
mais nous avons encore beaucoup de 
travail 4 faire pour que le public et les 
décideurs en prennent conscience. Nous 
devons également faire des efforts con- 
certés pour faire disparaitre définitive- 
ment toutes les barrières physiques et 
comportementales qui, malheureuse- 
ment, existent encore. 

Le deuxiéme principe énoncé dans la 
proclamation de la Décennie des per- 


sonnes handicapées fait référence non 
seulement à l'égalité des droits, mais 
aussi à l'égalité des responsabilités par 
une participation et une contribution à 
la vie de notre société, conjointement 
avec tous les citoyens. Un gouvernement 
qui a une responsabilité à l'égard de 
tous les citoyens de l'Ontario doit faire 
des choix difficiles, quant à moi, ma 
priorité sera de porter une attention par- 
ticuliére aux mesures qui favoriseront 
la participation. 

Pour parler au gouvernement, il faut 
en avoir la possibilité. Cest pour cette 
raison que des mesures ont été prises 
pour éliminer toutes les barriéres phy- 
siques qui pouvaient limiter l'accessi- 
bilité de mon bureau de circonscription 
à Leamington et de celui sur la rue Bay. 
À ce sujet, j'espère que d'autres hommes 
politiques suivront mon exemple. 

Je m'attends non seulement à ce que 
vous veniez me rencontrer, mais je 
m'efforcerai de vous rendre visite pour 
connaître votre opinion au sujet des 
politiques et des programmes que le 
gouvernement de l'Ontario continue 
d'élaborer à l'intention des personnes 
handicapées. (suite en page 11) 
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A message from 
the Minister 


I just want Courier readers to know 
how delighted 1 am to have the honour 
of being the new Minister for Disabled 
Persons. 

In the coming months I look forward 
to working very hard with all of you to 
improve the design of policies and the 
delivery of services to disabled persons. 

No question — much has been done 
— but I don't have to tell you that much 
more has to be done so that Ontario 
life is enriched by the fullest participa- 
tion and contribution of people with 
disabilities. 

We all know what you are capable of 
but we have a lot to do to sell that mes- 
sage to the public, and to the decision 
makers and we have to have a concerted 
push to remove once and for all those 
physical and attitudinal barriers which 
still unfortunately exist. 

The second principle of The Pro- 
clamation talks about not only equal 
rights but also equal obligations, in 
common with all citizens, to participate 
in and contribute to community life. 
Tough choices have to be made by a 
government responsible to all Ontario 
citizens, but the highest priority for me 
will be focussing attention on measures 
which will enable participation. 

In order to talk to government, one 
has to be able to get to talk to govern- 
ment, and both in my constituency 
office in Leamington and at the ministry 
office on Bay Street, measures are 
already being taken to remove physical 
barriers which should not be there. It 
is my hope that other politicians will 
follow suit. 

Not only do I expect you to come to 
see me, but I also am going to try to 
visit you so that I can know your views 
firsthand, as the Ontario government 
continues to develop new policies and 
programs for disabled persons. 

My telephone number at the ministry 
is 965-5678, and my address is 700 Bay 
Street, 3rd Floor, Toronto, M5G 126. 
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Plus facilement accès aux 
installations des groupes communautaires 


TORONTO — Le ministre ontarien 
délégué aux Affaires des personnes 
handicapées, M. Remo Mancini, et la 
ministre délégué aux Affaires des 
personnes âgées, Mme Mavis Wilson, 
ont annoncé aujourd’hui que les 
organismes communautaires avaient 
jusqu'au 31 décembre 1987 pour 
présenter une demande pour la 
première série de subventions “Accès”. 

Grâce au Fonds “Accès”, auquel une 
somme de 15 millions de dollars a été 
affectée, les organismes communau- 
taires peuvent obtenir des subventions 
d'un montant équivalent à la somme 
qu'ils fournissent, jusqu'à concurrence 
de 50 000 $, pour rénover leurs installa- 
tions aux fins d'en faciliter l'accès aux 
personnes handicapées ou âgées. Il 
peut s'agir, entre autres, de l'installation 
de rampes, d'ascenseurs, de barres 
d'appui, de systèmes d'alarme, de dis- 
positifs en braille ou en trois dimensions, 
ou encore de modifications à la structure 


des immeubles, comme l'élargissement 
des portes. 

«C'est l’une de mes premières 
priorités que de veiller à ce que les 
installations communautaires soient 
accessibles aux personnes handicapées, 
a déclaré M. Mancini. Cela fait partie 
des mesures que prend le gouvernement 
de l'Ontario pour promouvoir la pleine 
participation des personnes handicapées 
à la vie ontarienne.» 

«Je suis persuadée que la nouvelle sera 
bien accueillie par un grand nombre 
d'organismes du troisième âge, a déclaré 
pour sa part Mme Wilson. Les personnes 
âgées pourront s'adonner a un plus 
grand nombre d'activités sociales et de 
loisirs lorsquelles auront plus facilement 
accès à leurs installations communau- 
taires.» 

Le Fonds “Accès”, par l'entremise du- 
quel on octroiera 15 millions de dollars 
pendant trois ans pour des rénovations 
admissibles, est administré conjointe- 
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Noted Canadian wheelchair athlete Rick Hansen meets the public at the launch of new book Rick 
Hansen Man In Motion at the Toronto Dominion Centre. 


Requests for copies or alterations to the mailing list can be made by calling 


1-800-387-4456 


Comments or suggestions should be mailed to: 
Office for Disabled Persons 


700 Bay Street, 16th Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5G 1Z6 


Editor: Tracy Fawcett-Bell 


ment par l'Office des personnes handi- 
capées et l'Office des personnes âgées. 
Après le 31 décembre 1987, il y aura 
quatre autres séries de subventions pour 
lesquelles les dates limites seront les 
suivantes: le 1er avril 1988, le 1er octobre 
1988, le 1er avril 1989 et le 1er octobre 
1989. 

Sont admissibles à une subvention 
“Acces” les organismes privés a but non 
lucratif qui sont constitués en personne 
morale depuis au moins un an à la date 
où ils présentent une demande. Ces 
organismes comprennent, notamment, 
les clubs philanthropiques, les centres 
pour personnes âgées, et les groupes de 
consommateurs et groupes religieux. 
Les centres pour personnes âgées ou 
pour personnes handicapées qui sont 
parrainés par une municipalité peuvent 
également avoir droit à une subvention. 

La subvention “Accès” aidera à couvrir 
les frais relatifs à la rénovation, dont les 
honoraires des architectes, ingénieurs et 
experts-conseils; les frais de permis et 
d'inspection municipale; les frais de 
construction, notamment la démolition, 
la main-d'oeuvre, les matériaux et les 
assurances, ainsi que toutes les modifi- 
cations qui doivent étre apportées a 
l'ameublement et à l'équipement fixes 
pour rendre une aire accessible (y com- 
pris les modifications à l'équipement de 
chauffage, de ventilation et de climatisa- 
tion, aux dispositifs de sécurité et aux 
systèmes d'éclairage). 

Les organismes communautaires doi- 
vent fournir un montant équivalent à 
celui de la subvention “Accès”, montant 
qui doit provenir d'autres sources que les 
gouvernements fédéral ou provincial. 

On peut obtenir de plus amples ren- 
seignements au sujet des subventions 
“Accès”, ainsi que des formules de 
demande, en s'adressant à l'Office des 
personnes handicapées, à l'adresse 
suivante: 


FONDS “ACCES” 

Office des personnes handicapées 
700, rue Bay, 2e étage 

Toronto (Ontario) 

M5G 176 


Téléphone: 

Toronto (416) 965-3165 
de l'extérieur de Toronto 1-800-387-4456 
ATME: 1-800-387-4456 


Homelink connects tenants with landlords 


Disabled persons in five cities across 
Ontario will have better opportunities to 
find accessible housing through Home- 
link, a new program announced by 
Remo Mancini, Ontario Minister for 
‘Disabled Persons. 

The Office for Disabled Persons will 
fund Homelink centres in London, Kit- 
chener, Ottawa, Thunder Bay and North 
Bay, as part of a two-year pilot project 
to help disabled persons make contact 
with landlords who have accessible 
rental units available. 
| The Minister noted that while many 
disabled persons had trouble finding 
suitable housing, landlords also reported 
that accessible housing was sometimes 
not rented. 

“Clearly landlords and tenants need 
a better system of communication to help 
solve this problem,” said Mr. Mancini. 
“So we developed a proposal for com- 
munity-based centres to link the two 
groups.” 

Local agencies for disabled persons 
will set up and run the centres — the 
North Bay Area Centre for the Disabled, 
the Independent Living Services in 
Thunder Bay (a division of the Handi- 
capped Action Group Inc.), the London 


March of Dimes and the Independent 
Living Centre in Kitchener. An Ottawa 
group will also participate. 

The Homelink centres will develop 
and maintain computerized listings of 
accessible housing in the area including 
private units, non-profit housing and 
co-operatives. The listings will describe 
each unit's location, size, rent and level 
of accessibility. 

Staff at Homelink centres will match 
the housing needs and preferences of 
disabled clients with suitable listings. 
They will also give general advice on 
contacting landlords. 

Homelink centre staff will contact 
landlords to gather details on housing 
listings, and will publicize the centres’ 
work to attract further listings. They 
will also refer interested landlords to 
government financial assistance pro- 
grams for making rental housing more 
accessible or creating new, accessible 
housing. 

There will be no charge to either 
tenants or landlords for the services of 
Homelink centres. 

The Office for Disabled Persons has 
allocated $310,000 for the two-year 
Homelink pilot project. 


Guests at the Homelink announcement in London, Ontario where the Minister announced the program 
which would begin with a two-year pilot project in five Ontario cities. 


“Better housing options will give dis- 
abled persons more confidence, a greater 
sense of independence,” said Mr. Man- 
cini. “And better awareness of the 
housing needs of disabled persons will 
mean more accessible housing units.” 


Alzheimer’s 


day care 


A thoughtful program offering care for 


individuals with Alzheimer’s disease 
and temporary respite for their families 
has opened officially at the Alzheimer’s 
Day Centre, St. Joseph’s Heritage in 
Thunder Bay. 

Lynn McLeod, MPP Fort William, and 
Taras Kozyra, MPP Port Arthur, attended 
the opening ceremony representing 
Ontario’s Minister of Community and 
Social Services, John Sweeney. 

Mrs. McLeod said the centre is fully 
supported by the Ministry of Commu- 
nity and Social Services with annual 
funding of $104,000 to provide short- 


term relief to people who are looking | 


after relatives with Alzheimer's disease. 

“This excellent program allows care- 
givers some time for themselves, secure 
in the knowledge that their relative is 
receiving the best possible treatment,’ 
added Mr. Kozyra. 

Located at St. Joseph’s Heritage on 
Carrie Street, the centre is operated by 
the Board of Management of St. Joseph's 


Heritage with advice and support from | 


the Thunder Bay Alzheimer’s Society. 


The centre offers temporary respite for | 


families caring for relatives with Alz- 
heimer’s and can accommodate eight 


individuals daily. Its program helps the | 


person cope with permanent memory 
loss, and provides life skills instruction, 
relaxation and recreational therapy. 


Alzheimer’s disease is a chronic, pro- | 


gressive, irreversible neurological dis- 
order that destroys memory, language, 
judgement and all cognitive functions. 
In the process, it also changes behaviour 
and personality. There is no known cure 
or treatment. 

The Thunder Bay Alzheimer’s Society 
estimates that there are about 300 people 
in the district suffering from the disease. 

For information: 

Darlene Dundas 
Program Director 
Alzheimer’s Day Centre 
St. Joseph’s Heritage 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 
Telephone: (807) 767-1671 
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handicapés et propriétaires 


LONDON — Grâce à Liaison-logement, 
le nouveau programme annoncé par le 
ministre délégué aux Affaires des per- 
sonnes handicapées de l'Ontario, M. 
Remo Mancini, les personnes handi- 
capées de cing villes ontariennes pour- 
ront trouver plus facilement un logement 
accessible. 

LOffice des personnes handicapées 
subventionnera la mise sur pied de 
centres Liaison-logement à London, 
Kitchener, Ottawa, Thunder Bay et 
North Bay dans le cadre d'un projet 
pilote d’une durée de deux ans qui a 
pour objet d'aider les personnes handi- 
capées à entrer en contact avec des pro- 
priétaires qui disposent de logements 
accessibles vacants. 

Selon le ministre, si de nombreuses 
personnes handicapées ont de la diffi- 
culté à trouver un logement qui leur 
convient, il y a également des proprié- 
taires qui ont fait savoir qu'il arrivait 
parfois que des logements accessibles 
ne soient pas loués. 

«Il est évident que propriétaires et loca- 
taires ont besoin d’un meilleur système 
de communications pour les aider à 
résoudre ce problème, a déclaré M. 
Mancini, et c'est pourquoi nous avons 
élaboré un projet qui permettra aux 
centres communautaires d'assurer la 
liaison entre les deux groupes.» 

Ce sont des organismes locaux au ser- 
vice des personnes handicapées qui 
seront chargés de mettre ces centres sur 
pied et de les administrer — il s'agit du 
North Bay Area Centre for the Disabled, 
des Independent Living Services, de 
Thunder Bay (une division du Handi- 
capped Action Group Inc.), de la Marche 
de dix sous de London et du Inde- 
pendent Living Centre, de Kitchener. 
Un organisme d'Ottawa participera 
également au projet. 

Les centres Liaison-logement dres- 
seront et tiendront à jour des listes 
informatisées des logements accessibles 
dans la région, dans lesquelles on 
trouvera notamment des logements 
appartenant à des particuliers, des loge- 
ments à but non lucratif et des logements 
en coopérative. Les listes donneront une 
description de tous les logements, in- 
diquant leur emplacement, le nombre 
de pièces, le loyer exigé et le degré 
d'accessibilité. 

Le personnel des centres Liaison-loge- 
ment consultera les listes pour trouver 
un logement qui réponde aux besoins et 
aux préférences des clients handicapés. 


Il donnera également des conseils d'ordre 
général sur la manière d'entrer en con- 
tact avec les propriétaires. 

Le personnel communiquera égale- 
ment avec les propriétaires pour recueil- 
lir des données sur les logements qui 
figurent dans le répertoire et il fera con- 
naître le travail des centres afin d’étoffer 
les listes de logements." Il dirigera les 
propriétaires intéressés vers les program- 
mes d'aide financière du gouvernement 
qui permettent de rendre accessibles les 
logements locatifs existants ou de créer 
de nouveaux logements accessibles. 

Que ce soit pour les propriétaires ou 
pour les locataires, les services des 
centres Liaison-logement seront entière- 
ment gratuits. 
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Deng Pufang, president of the China Welfare Fund for the Handicapped and son of Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping, enjoys conversation at a recent Toronto dinner given in his honour by the Office for | 
Disabled Persons. Mr. Deng toured facilities for disabled persons during a two-day stay in Toronto. 


L'Office des personnes handicapées a 
attribué 310 000 $ au projet pilote Liaison- 
logement d’une durée de deux ans. 

«En ayant acces a de meilleurs possi- 
bilités de logement, les personnes 
handicapées auront davantage confiance 
en elles et seront plus autonomes, a 
déclaré M. Mancini. Et en faisant mieux 
connaitre les besoins des personnes 
handicapées en matiére de logement, 
nous aurons davantage de logements 
accessibles.» 

Renseignements: 

Office des personnes handicapées 
Gloria McShane 
(416) 963-2280 


Businesses run by 


ex-psychiatric patients 


by Tracy Fawcett-Bell, 
Office for Disabled Persons 


There is something happening in Toronto 
_for former and current psychiatric 
patients looking for employment. 

Not only are they finding it, but they 
are also getting a chance to own and 
operate their own business. 

A Way Express, Canada's first co- 
operative courier business owned and 
operated by former psychiatric patients, 
was launched in Toronto in June of 1987. 
Working with a staff of 30, A Way 
Express operates a $30,000 state-of-the- 
art communications system offering 
service to any Metro location that's 
accessible by public transportation. 

“Business is great. Right now we have 
140 accounts and we seem to be getting 
more and more all the time,” said busi- 
ness manager Gerry LeBlanc, a social 
worker who is currently training a former 
psychiatric patient to take over his job. 


LeBlanc said unlike other courier 
companies, the manager of A Way 
Express is responsible for providing on- 
the-job support and motivation for 
employees on an ongoing basis. 

“Because we are dealing with people 
who are a little more fragile than most 
of us, a support system is vital. For this 
reason, the employee is accompanied 
by a guardian for the first couple of trips 
to ensure they are confident with dealing 
with customers and on those occasional 
bad days”, he said. 

A Way Express clients include the 
City of Toronto, Ontario Government 
ministries and Royal Trust. 

Toronto's Mad Market was opened in 
1980 by On Our Own, a 500-member 
non-profit self help group for current 
and former psychiatric patients. 

Mad Market, which sells mostly cloth- 
ing, books, toys, and furniture donated 
from garage sales and church auctions, 
offers a relaxed atmosphere where 
employees set their own hours and 


responsibilities. 

“We have all been in the same boat. 
Everyone here understands what it is 
like to look for work when you are an 
ex-psychiatric patient. But here, the pres- 
sure is off and many of our employees 
go on to bigger things,” said coordinator 
Phyllis Moss, whose office is directly 
above the Queen Street East store. 

Moss said one of the main reasons for 
Mad Market's success is the strong sup- 
port they have received from the Beaches 
community. 

“When we first put up the sign — 
MAD MARKET — I don't think people 
knew what to think. But we sent around 
a notice telling everyone who and what 
we are. They seemed to like that, because 
now, seven years later, they are still 
donating goods and helping out,’ 
said Moss. 

Both the Mad Market and A Way 
Express are funded by the Ministry of 
Health as alternative employment for 
former and current psychiatric patients. 


Ott to 
judge awards 


Canadian architect Carlos Ott, designer 
of the new Paris opera house, is one of 
the judges for the third annual Premier's 
Awards for Accessibility. The awards 
will be presented in March at a Toronto 
ceremony organized by the Office for 
Disabled Persons. 

“I am delighted to participate in the 
awards,” said Mr. Ott. “In my opinion 
it is philosophically and morally un- 
acceptable for disabled people to be 
excluded from buildings because they 
lack accessible features. We must incor- 
porate these as a matter of course when 
we are designing new projects. 

“Accessibility should be considered a 
normal part of the creative process for 
architects. Think of not only people in 
wheelchairs but also the elderly popula- 
tion, which is growing very quickly in 
proportion to the rest of the population. 
We all have a right to expect full inte- 
gration into society, regardless of our 
physical condition.” 

Is his new Opera de la Bastille acces- 
sible to disabled people? 

“Absolutely! On all levels of the 
building — in the bar, the parking lot, 
elevators. Every single public space and 
non-public areas too, such as administra- 


the possibility of disabled people 
working there, and perhaps performing 
on the stage as well” 

Heather Snell of the Barrier-Free 
Design Centre is a member of the awards 
steering committee. “This is a design 
competition,” she says. “A building can 
be technically accessible yet poorly 
designed. What we are awarding is good 
design that includes integrated barrier- 
free features. Barrier-free design can be 
beautiful if it is imaginatively and natur- 
ally integrated into the overall design of 


Carlos Ott, internationally acclaimed Canadian 


the building and its surroundings. 

The Ontario Building Code requires 
certain barrier-free measures to be taken 
in new designs and renovations. But 
what is still needed is for architects and 
the population as a whole to view acces- 
sibility as “normal” and to expect to find 
it everywhere. 

The awards program also features land- 
scape architecture. Another steering 
committee member is Mary Jane Lovering 
of Vertechs Design, a landscape architect 
with a background in physiotherapy. 

“My interest in accessibility is obvious. 
It isn’t any harder to make an environ- 
ment fully accessible. When we design, 
we should consider all potential users 
and their needs. The disabled popula- 
tion is much larger than most of us 
realize. It includes the elderly, those 
with canes, people with heart and lung 
difficulties, and hearing- and sight- 
impaired individuals — not to mention 
parents with strollers. 

“This is a good award. It raises aware- 
ness of the needs of disabled people 
and encourages architects and land- 
scape architects to view accessibility 
as an important part of their design 
responsibility.” 

Pre-jurying will be completed in 
November. Qualifying entrants will be 
asked to make a more detailed second 
submission which will be juried by mid- 
January, 1988. The awards presentation 
will be held in March. 


| tive offices. We have fully considered 


architect and judge in the Premier's Awards ceremony 


More access to community 


groups 


The first deadline for community organi- 
zations applying for grants from the 
Access Fund is December 31, 1987, Remo 


| Mancini, Ontario Minister Responsible 
| for Disabled Persons and Mavis Wilson, 
| Minister Responsible for Senior Citizens 
| Affairs, announced recently. 


The $15-million Access Fund provides 
matching grants of up to $50,000 to com- 


| munity organizations for renovations to 


their premises that improve physical 


| access for disabled persons and senior 


citizens. Examples of such renovations 


include ramps, elevators, grab bars, alert 


and emergency systems, signs that are 
three-dimensional or in braille and 
changes to structural features, such as 
widening of doors. 

“Ensuring that community facilities 
are physically accessible to disabled per- 
sons is one of my top priorities,” said 


| Mr. Mancini. “It is part of the Ontario 


government's drive to promote the full 


| participation of disabled persons in 


Ontario life.” 
“TI know that many senior citizens’ or- 
ganizations will welcome this funding,” 


said Mrs. Wilson. “Many more social 
and recreational opportunities for senior 
citizens will be opened up when their 
community facilities are physically 
accessible.” 

The Access Fund, which will provide 
$15-million over three years for eligible 
renovations, is a joint program of the 
Office for Disabled Persons and the 
Office for Senior Citizens’ Affairs. After 
the December 31, 1987 deadline, there 
will be four more deadlines — April 1, 
1988; October 1, 1988; April 1, 1989; and 
October 1, 1989. 

Community organizations must contri- 
bute an amount equal to the Access 
Fund grant. That sum should come 
from sources other than the federal or 
provincial governments. 

To be eligible for an Access Fund grant, 
an organizations must be private, non- 


_ profit and must have been incorporated 


for at least a year prior to applying. 
Examples of appropriate organizations 
include service clubs, senior citizens’ 
centres and consumer and religious 
groups. Municipally-sponsored senior 


citizens’ and disabled persons’ centres 
are also eligible. 

The Access Fund will help pay for such 
renovation costs as professional fees for 
architects, engineers and consultants; 
permit and municipal inspector fees; 
construction costs including demolition, 
labor, materials and insurance; and all 
adjustments to permanent furnishings 
and equipment to make them physically 
accessible (including adjustments to 
heating, ventilating and air conditioning 
equipment, security devices and light- 
ing systems). 

Further information and applications 
for Access Fund grants are available 
from the Office for Disabled Persons. 
The address is: 


ACCESS FUND 

Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 

M5G 126 


Telephone: Toronto calls: 965-3165 
Toll free: 1-800-387-4456 
Voice/TDD: 1-800-387-4456 


It's time for streetproofing 


Reprinted with permission from the 
Toronto Sunday Sun 


A man in a wheelchair is waiting to 
cross a busy intersection. A stranger 
comes along and gives him a helping 
hand. After getting to the other side of 
the road, they part. The wheelchair user 
then discovers that not only the stranger 
but his wallet has disappeared. 

The young disabled women has just 
moved into an independent living pro- 
ject. She leaves some money lying 
around when her attendant comes in. 
When she needs the money later on, 
it is nowhere to be found. 

The above scenarios are common 
occurrences for Metro's disabled people 
according to Scott McArthur, project 
coordinator of CREED — Crime Risk 
Education is Essential for the Disabled. 

“Disabled people can become victims 
of crime just like anyone else,’ says 
McArthur who has cerebral palsy. 

“Many disabled people are coming 
out of institutions and other protective 
environments. They have never been 


taught the value of money. As a result, 
they can be shortchanged and not realize 
it has happened.’ 

CREED is a project of the Ontario 
federation for the Cerebral Palsied and 
is the only program of its kind in North 
America. It is being funded by the 
Office for Disabled Persons and is for 
people with physical and other dis- 
abilities. 

A study is now being conducted in 
Metro to determine the level of criminal 
activity directed against disabled people. 
A training package will be developed 
consisting of print and audiovisual 
materials that can be used across Ontario. 
It will instill awareness of and respect 
for disabled people by law enforcement 
officials and give confidence and peace 
of mind to people with disabilities by 
educating them regarding potential 
dangers. 

“It is essential that disabled people 
know how to protect themselves,” says 
Metro Police crime prevention coordi- 
nator Bob McDonald. “The program 
will teach disabled people what to 
expect from the police and also teach 


the police how to respond to the needs 
of the disabled. 

“Disabled people have rights like any 
other citizens. They have the right to be 
in danger,’ says Scott McArthur. “The 
police have a responsibility to provide 
disabled people with the same protec- 
tion they give any other citizen.” 

“To move into an independent living 
project and become a victim of crime is 
one of the worse nightmares of disabled 
people,” McArthur said. “They are afraid 
of being considered incapable of living on 
their own and sent back to an institution” 

“CREED will streetproof disabled 
people and make them knowledge- 
able about precautions they can take to 
leave themselves less open to being 
victimized.” 

For more information contact: 

Scott McArthur 

Ontario Federation 

for the Cerebral Palsied 
1020 Lawrence Avenue West 
Suite 603 

Toronto, Ontario 

M6A 1C8 

(416) 787-4595 
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Reprinted with permission 
- The Toronto Star Syndicate 


Remo Mancini is on to yet another new 
beginning in his political career. Count 
this as his third. 

And the first-time cabinet minister, 
officially known as minister without 
portfolio for the disabled, is a veteran 
of Queen's Park at age 36. 

First elected at 24, Mancini served for 


| 10 years in the relative obscurity of oppo- 
sition. In fact, when he was elected in 


1975, the New Democrats were the offi- 
cial Opposition. 

But Mancini does not look back on 
those as dark days. He enjoyed serving 
his constituents in the rural southwestern 
Ontario riding of Essex South. 

Then came his first, and most serious, 
setback. 

Five years ago he contracted a rare 
viral infection that moves into the spinal 
fluid and attacks the brain, causing 
swelling. Seizures are a side effect. 

He was in hospital only two weeks, 
but it took him two years to recover fully. 

“For four or five months, I really 
couldn't do anything; that was the time 

. I really wondered whether I might have 
to find something else to do for a living” 
he said. 

Mancini remains on medication to 
curb the seizures, which have not been 
a problem. He hopes to get off the medi- 
cation, but admits doctors tell him it will 
be a long time before that happens. 

Mancini, known as a strong willed 

character, then began to put his political 
life back together. It helped that in 1985, 
his leader, David Peterson, became 
premier. 
But some longtime Liberal MPPs — 
Mancini, Herb Epp and Eddie Sargent 
— were disappointed after being over- 
looked for cabinet posts in favor of neo- 
phytes such as Alvin Curling, Bill Wyre 
and Elinor Caplan. 

“Every member aspires to be a cabinet 
minister and so did I,” Mancini said. “1 
think there would be something wrong 
if you didn't.” 

But he became Peterson’s parliament- 
ary assistant. It involved standing in for 
the premier at many cocktail parties and 
receptions, among other duties, and 
took Mancini away from his wife and 
two young daughters for long periods 


_ of time. 


Last year, he suddenly resigned. He 
said he wanted to spend more time 
with his wife Jo-Anne and daughters 


_ Michellyn, 6, and Bianca, 4. Some saw 


it as signalling an end to Mancini poli- 
tical aspirations. 


But with last month’s Liberal election 
sweep, Mancini began career number 
three as he accepted the cabinet post, 
which brings a big boost in salary, a 
limousine and driver and huge demand 
on time. 

Mancini, born in a mountain village 
in the Italian province of Pescara, was 
one of seven children of a miner. The 
family moved to Canada when he was 4 
and his father worked as a dynamite 
blaster in an open pit limestone quarry 
in Amherstburg. 

He won a university athletic scholar- 
ship at Central Michigan University but 


Remo Mancini — Career Number 3 


left after one year for a similar scholar- 
ship at Dalhousie University. Injuries 
shortened his career and he returned 
home, minus his degree. 

In 1971 he joined his father in the rest- 
aurant business and age 21 he became 
a member of the Anderdon Township 
board. Three years later he won a seat 
at Queen's Park. 

Now, Mancini sees himself as an advo- 
cate for the disabled. He has befriended 
disabled activist Beryl Potter, joining her 
on part of a cross-Ontario tour of schools 
to promote wheelchair accessibility. 


At the announcement of the Homelink program (see page 3) in Thunder Bay, the Minister (centre) is joined 
by Thadiew Weiss, president of Handicapped Action Group Inc. (HAGI) on the right and Al Buchan, housing 
administrator of HAGI on the left. Sign language interpreter at back. 


New appointments 


New appointments in the Office of the 
Minister for Disabled Persons are Anne 
Johnston, executive assistant, and Susan 
Kitchener, special assistant for policy. 
Anne Johnston played a leading role 
in the City of Toronto government for 13 
years as senior alderman, and then on 
the Executive Committee as Personnel 
Chief responsible for the City’s award- 
winning pay equity and job equity pro- 
grams. She co-chaired the Mayor's Task 
Force on the Disabled and Elderly in the 
1970’s and was an early advocate of 
removing physical and attitudinal bar- 
riers through legislation and hiring 
disabled persons at Toronto City Hall. 
Since 1985 she has worked as a consult- 


ant both in the private sector and as 
head of her own consulting business. 

Susan Kitchener until recently worked 
as manager and then director in the 
Communications and Government Rela- 
tions program of the Ontario March of 
Dimes. She has extensive experience 
researching, analyzing and developing 
strategies for solutions on issues that 
affect disabled persons. Susan Kitchener 
has also designed and developed plans 
for public awareness programs and pro- 
moted the interests of disabled adults at 
the municipal, provincial and federal 
levels. She is a former researcher, writer 
and director with CBCTV International 
in Montreal. 
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Carl Ott fera parti du jury du Prix 
pour l'accessibilité 


Larchitecte canadien Carlos Ott, con- 
cepteur du nouvel édifice de l'Opéra de 
Paris, sera l’un des juges à l'occasion du 
troisième concours annuel du Prix du 
premier ministre pour l'accessibilité. Les 
prix seront décernés à l'occasion d’une 
cérémonie qui aura lieu au mois de mars 
prochain à Toronto et qui est organisée 
par l'Office des personnes handicapées. 

«Je suis très heureux de participer à ce 
concours, a déclaré M. Ott. À mon avis, 
il est philosophiquement et moralement 
inacceptable que les personnes handi- 
capées soient exclues des immeubles en 
raison de l'absence d'aménagements qui 
en facilitent l'accès. Nous devons auto- 
matiquement intégrer de tels aménage- 
ments dans chaque nouveau projet que 
nous concevons.» 

Laccessibilité devrait étre considérée 
comme un élément normal du processus 
de création des architectes. Nous devons 
penser non seulement aux personnes 
en fauteuils roulants, mais aussi aux 
personnes agées, dont la proportion 
augmente d'ailleurs rapidement par rap- 
port à l'ensemble de la population. Nous 
avons tous le droit de nous attendre à 
une intégration complète de toutes les 
personnes au sein de la société quel que 
soit leur état physique.» 

Est-ce que l'Opéra de la Bastille sera 
accessible aux personnes handicapées? 

«Absolument! répond M. Ott. À tous 
les étages de l'immeuble — le bar, le 
stationnement et les ascenseurs. Tous 
les endroits, ouverts ou non au public, 
comme les bureaux administratifs, seront 
accessibles. Nous avons tenu compte de 
la possibilité que des personnes handi- 
capées travaillent dans cet immeuble et 
même donnent des spectacles.» 

Mme Heather Snell, du Barrier-Free 
Design Centre, est membre du comité 
de sélection des prix. «Ce concours en 
est un de conception, dit-elle. Un im- 
meuble peut être techniquement acces- 
sible mais très mal conçu. Ce que nous 
voulons reconnaître ce sont les concepts 
architecturaux qui ont une bonne con- 
ception tout en intégrant les aménage- 
ments qui facilitent l'accès. 

«Nous devons abandonner l’idée que 
l'accessibilité signifie tout simplement 
des toilettes plus grandes et l'installation 
de rampes et d'appuis, qui sont en réalité 
inesthétiques. Un aménagement acces- 
sible peut être très beau s’il est intégré 
avec imagination et de façon naturelle 
dans la conception d'ensemble d’un im- 
meuble et de ses environs.» 


Le Code ontarien du bâtiment exige 
l'installation de certains aménagements 
qui facilitent l'accès lors de la conception 
de nouveaux immeubles ou de travaux 
de rénovation. Mais ce à quoi les archi- 
tectes et la population doivent en arriver 
c'est de percevoir l'accessibilité comme 
un aspect “normal” et de s'attendre à 
trouver partout des aménagements 
d'accès facile. 

Le programme prévoit aussi l’attribu- 
tion de prix aux architectes-paysagistes. 
Un autre membre du comité de sélection 
est Mme Mary Jane Lovering, une archi- 
tecte-paysagiste ayant une formation en 
physiothérapie et travaillant pour Ver- 
techs Design. 

«Mon intérêt au sujet de l'accessibilité 
est évident, dit-elle. Ce n'est pas plus 
difficile de faire en sorte que notre en- 
vironnement soit pleinement accessible. 
Nos conceptions doivent tenir compte 
du fait que la population qui a besoin 
d'aménagements qui facilitent l'accès est 
beaucoup plus importante que nous le 


croyons. Outre les personnes handi- 
capées, cette population comprend 
notamment les personnes âgées, celles 
qui se déplacent avec l'aide d'une canne, 
celles qui éprouvent des problèmes car- 
diaques ou respiratoires, celles qui ont 
des handicaps auditifs ou visuels, sans 
parler des parents qui utilisent une 
poussette.» 

«Le Prix du premier ministre est une 
excellente initiative. C'est un moyen qui 
permet de nous sensibiliser aux besoins 
des personnes handicapées et qui incite 
les architectes et les architectes-pay- 
sagistes à considérer l'accessibilité comme 
un aspect important de leurs responsa- 
bilités dans le processus de conception.» 

La première ronde d'élimination sera 
complétée en novembre. Les auteurs 
des projets retenus se verront alors 
demander de préparer des présentations 
plus détaillées qui seront soumises au 
jury à la mi-janvier 1988. La cérémonie 
de présentation des prix se déroulera au 
mois de mars. 


Clem Sauvé, senior advisor to the Minister at the Office for Disabled Persons, and Peter Carruthers 
(right), president of the Ottawa Civic Hospital, at a dinner to honour Deng Pufang, president of the 
China Welfare Fund for the Handicapped and son of Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping. 
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Yuk Yukking with Gord Paynter 
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By Helena Katz 
Office for Disabled Persons 


Ever since Gord Paynter was five years 

old he has wanted to make people 
laugh. And he has been doing just that 
lately at Yuk Yuk’s Komedy Kabaret in 
Toronto as the world’s only professional 
blind standup comedian. 

Paynter, who is from Brantford, lost 
his sight nine years ago at age 23 when 
his retinas became detached as a result 
of juvenile diabetes. 

A third place finish in a comedy com- 
petition sponsored by MacLean-Hunter 
Cable Television in 1982 got Paynter’s 
career underway. A judge at the London, 
Ontario event suggested that performing 
material about blindness would help 
the young comedian’s career. 

For example, Paynter jokes about fellow 
Brantford resident and hockey superstar 
Wayne Gretzky: “So he scored a million 
goals in juniors. Big deal. I was the 
goalie.” 

When Paynter entered the competition 
the next year, his routine, filled with 
jokes about blindness, earned second 
place. 

Some of his jokes mention the advan- 
tages of being blind. “One advantage is 
not having to sit through 762 pictures 
of someone's vacation.” 

Six months later Paynter performed at 
Yuk Yuk’s Amateur Night in Toronto. His 
act was so successful that club manager 
Mark Breslin invited him to become a 
regular comedian at the club. 

For the past three-and-a-half years he 
has travelled to clubs across the country 
and has appeared on the CBC’s “The 
Journal” and the “Late Show” with 
Joan Rivers. 

Much of his routine consists of material 
relating to blindness, although he is 

_ doing less of it than before. 

Paynter thinks the audience benefits 
from his routine “because it helps them 
deal with their fear of blindness and dis- 
ability and examine their own life. . . I 
recognize a lot of insecurity about how 
to respond. They are wondering if it is 
Okay to laugh at blindness.” 

He says that comedy is the “absolute 
best tool” for sensitizing people. “Through 
humour you can introduce people to 
topics because it is presented in such an 
enjoyable manner. People find them- 

Selves laughing about things they 
wouldn't have laughed about before.” 

Being labeled a “blind comedian” used 
to disturb Paynter. But he is confident 
that he will succeed as comedian Gord 
Paynter rather than Gord Paynter — blind 


comedian. “I want to prove to people 
that I am a funny guy — not a blind 
funny guy,” he said. 

He explains that audiences would be 
uncomfortable if he didn't acknowledge 
his blindness. “I don't view myself as 
being any different from the black 
comedian making black jokes or the fat 
comedian making fat jokes. You have to 
go out and acknowledge who you are 
and then get on with it.” 

He does this by starting his routine 
with: “I’m the designated driver tonight, 
so don’t worry about getting drunk.” 

Being a comedian has been beneficial 
to Paynter. “It made me come to terms 
with my own blindness and my own 
situation.” 


Barrier-free concepts 
architectural courses 


Barrier-free design is not a required part 
of the curriculum for architecture, but 
two teachers at Toronto community col- 
leges are instructing their students on 
the importance of designing buildings 
accessible for disabled persons. 

“Although it is specified in the Ontario 
Building Code and teachers tell students 
they must comply with it, barrier-free 
design is not emphasized,” says Robert 
Topping, teacher of advanced design 
drafting at Humber College of Applied 
Arts and Technology. 

Section 3.7 of the code specifies that 
public buildings of a residential and/or 
office nature must be accessible on the 
ground floor. 

Topping uses videos, lectures, exercises 
and case studio study to teach his archi- 
tectural technology students about 
accessibility. Videos introduce specific 
families and the types of problems they 
have and lectures dealing with other 
families demonstrate how their prob- 
lems were resolved. 

Topping has also had his students 
measure wheelchairs to understand the 
perspective of someone using them. 
“Physically you are lower. By going 
through the exercise students see what 
is possible,’ says Topping. 

A case study of a family in which one 
member is physically disabled is pre- 
sented. Students are expected to design 
an energy-efficient and accessible house. 

Aviva Goldenberg, architectural tech- 
nology teacher at Centennial College 
gives her students three major projects 
including one on accessibility. But stu- 


Gord Paynter 
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dents must keep accessibility in mind 
when designing all their projects. “I give 
my students real-life situations and they | 
must design solutions.” | 

Students have differing degrees of | 
knowledge about barrier-free design | 
but all agree on the usefulness of the | 
course. “The course helped us a lot on | 
how a disabled person could have prob- | 
lems and how we can create solutions,” | 
says Centennial Collegbe student Jim 
Laffin. | 

Classmate Aldo Trombacco says that | 
“T sometimes wander around my house | 
and wonder how accessible it is.” | 

Assisting the teachers with their | 
classes in accessibility is the Barrier Free | 
Design Centre. Established in March 
1984 with the help of a grant from the 
Trillium Foundation, the Centre is a non- 
profit agency providing information, edu- | 
cation and consultation to individuals, | 
organizations and professionals. | 

A $200,000 grant from the Office for 
Disabled Persons enabled the Centre to 
conduct an awareness campaign on 
barrier-free design. They produced the 
Source Book: Architectural Guidelines | 
for Barrier-Free Design and held work- | 
shops for architects and design profes- 
sionals across the province. 

In a housing initiative announced by 
the Ontario government last year, the | 
Office for Disabled Persons gave the 
Easter Seal Society $1.2 million to help | 
parents of disabled children make modi- | 
fications to their homes. The Barrier | 
Free Design Centre advised the families | 
who made their homes accessible. 
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INFO QUEEN'S PARK 


El 


argissement du Pro 
d'appareils et de p 


amme 
èses 


Le premier ministre David Peterson a 
annoncé, le 18 août dernier, que l’admis- 
sibilité au Programme d'appareils et de 
prothèses (PAP) sera élargie à compter 
du 31 mars 1989. À cette date, le pro- 
gramme bénéficiera à 150 000 personnes 
et son coût s'établira à environ 67 millions 
de dollars. 

Ce programme a connu une croissance 
rapide puisque 6 000 personnes en ont 
bénéficié dès sa création en 1982 tandis 
qu'il y a présentement 83 500 personnes 
qui sont admissibles au PAP. 

La première étape de l'élargissement 
du programme est entrée en vigueur le 
15 septembre dernier par l'abolition des 
limites d'âge applicables aux personnes 
ayant besoin de fournitures après une 
ostomie. On prévoit qu'environ 26 000 
personnes seront admissibles à recevoir 
de l'aide pour l'achat de fournitures après 
colostomie, iléostomie et urétérostomie 
ou encore pour l'achat de poches de 
drainage et d'accessoires particuliers 
comme des adhésifs et des protecteurs 
de l'épiderme. 

Les limites d'âge applicables aux per- 
sonnes ayant besoin de fauteuils roulants, 
d'assises de siège ou d'autres appareils 


rc 


Minister (right) chats with Aldo Colangelo (left) and Haile Selassie Girma (centre), members of his 


favorisant la mobilité seront éliminées 
a compter du 15 novembre. Environ 
33 000 personnes de plus pourront alors 
bénéficier du programme pour l'achat de 
fauteuils roulants à propulsion manuelle 
ou à moteur, d'assises de siège et 
d'autres accessoires comme des coussins 
ou des plateaux, de même que des 
cannes, béquilles et déambulateurs. 

“Nous nous préoccupons de façon 
particulière des personnes handicapées, 
car ces personnes ont besoin de services 
spéciaux pour les aider à vivre de façon 
digne et autonome”, a déclaré le premier 
ministre. 

Le ministère de la Santé, qui défraie 
75 pour cent des coûts d'achat des ap- 


pareils et prothèses qui sont approuvés 


par le programme, a déjà éliminé les 
limites d'âge qui s‘appliquaient aux per- 
sonnes ayant besoin de prothèses et 
d'équipement respiratoire. 

En 1988, les limites d'âge applicables 
aux personnes ayant besoin de gaz 
médicaux, d'orthèses ou d'appareils 
auditifs seront éliminées et, en 1989, il 
en sera de même dans le cas des per- 
sonnes ayant besoin d'appareils visuels 
ou de communication. 


Advisory Council for Disabled Persons, at a reception held recently at the Columbus Centre. The 


Minister discussed issues with leaders and members of multicultural organizations for the disabled. 
Î 


Pour faire une demande d'aide en vertu 
du PAP après une ostomie, le médecin 
du requérant doit remplir et signer la 
partie de la formule d'autorisation du 
PAP réservée à cette fin. 

Les requérants auront alors une année 
pour faire évaluer les fournitures dont 
ils ont besoin auprès d'une personne 
autorisée qui peut être soit un infirmier 
ou une infirmière spécialisé(e) ou un 
médecin spécialiste de l'entérostomie. La 
liste des personnes autorisées est dis- 
ponible aux bureaux du Programme d'ap- 
pareils et de prothèses, du Service local 
de santé publique, du Programme de 
soins à domicile, de la Société canadienne 
du cancer ou de la Société d'ostomie. 

Si les requérants font leurs achats chez 
un fournisseur participant au pro- 
gramme, ils n'auront qu'à défrayer 25 
pour cent du coût d'achat des fourni- 
tures tandis que le fournisseur facturera 
la différence au ministère. Si les achats 
sont effectués chez un fournisseur qui 
ne participe pas au programme, les 
requérants doivent payer la totalité du 
coût d'achat des fournitures dont une 
proportion de 75 pour cent leur sera 
ensuite remboursée sur présentation de 
la formule destinée à cette fin. 

Si des requérants ont acheté des four- 
nitures après une ostomie depuis le 
15 septembre et qu'ils ont conservé 
les reçus, ils peuvent en réclamer le 
remboursement partiel en utilisant la 
formule appropriée. 

Lorsque l'élimination des limites d'âge 


a CLL CASED ELLOS 


applicables aux personnes ayant besoin | 


de fauteuils roulants, d'assises de siège 
ou d'autres appareils favorisant la mobi- 
lité entrera en vigueur le 15 novembre, 
les requérants devront être évalués par 
un médecin et ils seront ensuite référés à 
un ergothérapeute, à un physiothéra- 


peute ou à une infirmière ou un infirmier | 


autorisé(e) participant au PAP. Cette 
personne sera en mesure de fournir des 
conseils au sujet de l'équipement qui 
sera le plus approprié. 

Le gouvernement s'est engagé à 
dépenser un montant de 237 millions 
de dollars en 1987-88 et de 44,2 millions 
de dollars en 1988-89 pour étendre la 
portée de ce programme. 

Pour obtenir plus de renseignements 
au sujet du Programme d'appareils et de 
prothèses, composez les numéros de 
téléphone suivants: 

423-0335 (à Toronto) 
1-800-268-6068 (sans frais) 
1-800-268-6023 (ATME) 


TT 
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Assisted devices program expanded 


On Aug. 18 Premier David Peterson 
announced that the Assistive Devices 
Program (ADP) would be fully expanded 
by March 1, 1989. By then it will serve 
about 150,000 people, costing approxi- 
mately $67 million. 

The program has continued to ex- 

perience rapid growth, from serving 
6,000 people when it was initiated in 
1982, to the 83,500 people that are cur- 
rently eligible for ADP. 
_ The first phase of the latest expansion 
came into effect Sept. 15, when age 
restrictions were eliminated for those 
needing ostomy supplies. It is estimated 
that about 26,000 additional people will 
be eligible for supplies that include: 
colostomy, ileostomy and urostomy sup- 
plies, bedside drainage bags, and specific 
accessories such as adhesives and skin 
protectors. 

Age restrictions for people needing 
wheelchairs, seating systems and mobility 
aids will be eliminated effective Nov. 15. 
An additional 33,000 will eventually 
benefit from the expansion of coverage 
for: manual and powered wheelchairs; 
seating systems and bases; necessary 
accessories such as cushions and trays; 
and specialized canes, crutches and 
walkers. 

“We have a special concern for people 
with disabilities — people who need 
special services to assist them to live 
with dignity and independence,” the 
premier said. 

The Ministry of Health, which pays 
75 per cent of the cost of the approved 
assistive health devices, had earlier 
eliminated age restrictions for people 
who need prostheses and respiratory 
equipment. 

In 1988, coverage for medical gases, 
orthoses and hearing aids will be ex- 
tended to include people of all ages and, 
in 1989, coverage for visual and commu- 
nications aids and incontinence supplies 
will also be expended to cover people 
regardless of age. 

In order to apply for the ADP’s assist- 
ance for ostomy supplies, the appli- 
cant’s physician must complete and sign 
the appropriate section of the ADP 
Equipment/Supply Authorization form. 

Applicants will have one year to have 
_ their ostomy supply needs assessed by 

a local Registered Authorizer who is 

either a specially-trained nurse or an 
_ enterostomal therapist. The names of 

ostomy supply authorizers are available 
through the Assistive Devices Program, 
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the local public health unit or home care 
program, or local offices of the Canadian 
Cancer Society or the Ostomy Society. 

If applicants use a registered ostomy 
supply store, they will only be respon- 
sible for their 25 per cent portion of the 
cost, while the vendor will bill the ministry 
directly for the remainder. If an un- 
registered store is used, applicants must 
pay the entire amount and will be re- 
imbursed by the ministry for 75 per cent 
if the proper forms are submitted. 

If applicants have purchased ostomy 
supplies since Sept. 15 and retained 
receipts, they should send an Equipment/ 
Supply Repeat Purchase form to the 
ministry for reimbursement. 

When the expansion of coverage for 
wheelchairs, seating systems and other 


GO buses 
kneel 


GO Transit has put 26 new wide high- 
way buses on the road this year to 
further improve service for ambulatory 
disabled persons. Operating mainly in 
the corridor between Hamilton and 
Toronto, the buses have the ability to 
“kneel” by lowering the front end ap- 
proximately 10 centimeters (4 inches) for 
boarding and disembarking ease. 
Other features currently available for 
disabled persons by GO Transit services 
include reserved parking, PA systems 
(assists visually impaired persons), 
monitors at Union Station (assists hear- 
ing impaired persons to obtain informa- 
tion), high levels of lighting to assist 
those with certain types of visual impair- 
ments, additional grab rails, ramps and 
curb cuts, and reserved seating for dis- 
abled persons in new vehicles. 
For more information: 

Glenn Johnston 

Senior Development Engineering 

Officer 

(416) 630-5220 


(suite de la page) 

Le numéro de téléphone de mon 
bureau est le (416) 965-5678 et il est 
situé au 700, rue Bay, 3¢ étage, Toronto 
(Ontario) M5G 1Z6. 


mobility devices comes into effect Nov. 
15, applicants must be evaluated by a 
medical doctor and then referred to a 
health care professional who is an occu- 
pational therapist, a physiotherapist, or 
a registered nurse with a rehabilitation 
specialty and is an ADP authorizer. The 
authorizer will be able to help select the 
most appropriate equipment. 

The government is committed to 
spending $23.7 million in 1987-88 and 
$44.2 million for the year 1988-89 on 
expanded coverage. 

For information regarding the Assistive 
Devices Program, call: 

423-0335 (in Toronto) 
1-800-268-6068 (Toll Free) 
1-800-268-6023 (T.D.D.) 


Apartments for 
psychiatrically 
disabled in 
Toronto 


Fifteen bachelor apartments in Toronto's 
Simpson Place are now available to psy- 
chiatrically disabled people with low to 
moderate incomes. 

The housing was developed under the 
federal/provincial non-profit housing 
program and is sponsored by Supportive 
Housing Coalition of Metro Toronto. 

Financial assistance for the project | 
was provided by Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation and the Ontario 
Ministry of Housing. 

For more information, contact: 

Warren Harding 
Ministry of Housing 
(416) 585-7026 


Diabetes fund 


Thousands of volunteers helped the | 
Canadian Diabetes Association achieve | 
its national fundraising goal of more | 
than $2 million in November — “Fight | 
Diabetes Month’. 
For information: 

Linda Bartz 

Canadian Diabetes Association 

(416) 362-4440 
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You’ve got 


a frien 


Attorney General Ian Scott has received 
Rev. Sean O’Sullivan’s report reviewing 
advocacy for vulnerable adults living in 
institutional care settings and in the 
community. 

The report, entitled You've Got A Friend, 
was commissioned in December 1986. 
It outlines current non-legal advocacy 
services in Ontario and proposes the 
adoption of a new model for the delivery 
of such services. 

Groups covered by the report include 
the frail elderly as well as physically 
handicapped, psychiatrically disabled 


and developmentally handicapped © 


persons. 

“I congratulate Father O'Sullivan for his 
thorough and exhaustively researched 
review. The Advocacy Model proposed 
by him, together with the other recom- 
mendations contained in the report, will 
be seriously considered by my ministry 
and other affected ministries,’ Mr. Scott 
said. 

“T look forward to receiving any sub- 
missions from the public on Father 
O’Sullivar’s far reaching review,’ he said. 

Copies of You've Got A Friend are avail- 
able from the Ontario Government Book- 
store, Main Floor, 880 Bay Street, Toronto. 

For more information: 

Michelle Salt 
965-9111 


Le rapport — Vous n'êtes pas seul 
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The impossible takes 


a little longer 
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Stars 7 The aie Takes a Little Longer (left to right) Vera Kawa, Katherine Drummond | 
and Anne Musgrave at the premiere of the National Film Board movie. | 


The Impossible Takes a Little Longer, a 
production of the National Film Board, 
shows the work and personal lives of 
five physically disabled women. Al- 
though each story is unique, these 
women share, with each other and 
with others like them, the attitudes 
their circumstances have made neces- 
sary: courage, creativity, tolerance and 
an optimism that is a fine blend of 
realism and hope. The women demon- 
strate their imaginative use of their 


abilities — in the workforce, in their 
social lives and in their homes. | 

The film is available without charge 
through NFB offices in Toronto, Kit- | 
chener, Kingston, North Bay, Thunder 
Bay and London. The Impossible Takes | 
a Little Longer is also available on VHS | 
video for $2 a day. Screen time is 45} 
minutes. People wishing to rent the 
film can pick it up at the NFB or call 
them and they'll send it. | 


| 


Le procureur général, M. Ian Scott a 
reçu le rapport du Rév. Sean O’Sullivan, 
portant sur l'examen des mesures d'inter- 
vention à l'intention des adultes vulné- 
rables vivant en établissements ou en 
milieu communautaire. 

Le rapport, qui s'intitule Vous n'êtes pas 
seul a été demandé en décembre 1986. 
Il présente une revue des services non 
juridiques d'intervention offerts en 
Ontario et propose l'adoption d'un 
nouveau modèle de prestation de ces 


En plus de se pencher sur les services 
destinés aux adultes vulnérables, l'étude 
traite aussi des services à l'intention des 
personnes physiquement et mentale- 
ment handicapées ainsi que des défi- 
cients mentaux. 

«Je tiens à féliciter le père O’Sullivan 
pour son étude détaillée et bien docu- 
mentée, a déclaré M. Scott. Le modèle 
qu'il propose, de même que les autres 
recommandations contenues dans ce 
rapport, seront étudiés très attentive- 
ment par mon ministère et les autres 


ministères concernés.» 

«J'espère recevoir les commentaires d 
public au sujet de cette étude d'enve; 
gure du père O’Sullivan», a ajouté ] 
ministre. 

Des exemplaires du rapport Vous net 
pas seul sont disponibles a la Librairie d 
gouvernement de l'Ontario, 880, rue Ba 
rez-de-chaussée, Toronto. 

Pour obtenir plus de renseignement 
communiquez avec: 

Michelle Salt 
965-9111 


Courier/Courrier 


Office for Disabled Persons / Office des personnes handicapées 


Remo Mancini 
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Six-year-old Laura Booth of Weston joins her parents Joan and Doug Booth 
with Easter Seal Society executive director Ian Bain and director of services Joe 
Cashen as Minister Remo Mancini announced phase two of the Easter Seal 
Home Renovation Program in the Ontario Legislature. The Booth’s are one of 
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Ontario 


87 families who will benefit from the expanded program. 


Premier's Awards highlight 
barrier-free design 


L.E. Glazer of L.E. Glazer Architect 
Limited is the winner of the Amethyst 
Award, highest honor in the Premier’s 
Awards for Accessibility, Premier 

David Peterson and Remo Mancini, 
Minister Responsible for Disabled Per- 
sons, have announced. 

The winning building is the To- 
ronto Real Estate Board’s new head- 
quarters on Don Mills Road. 

The entry was one of 16 finalists in 
the competition which was started in 
1985 to encourage excellence in the 
design of buildings and environments 
that provide ease of access and use for 
everyone, including disabled persons. 

Seven entrants won Awards of Merit 

_ and one received an Honorable Men- 
tion. The awards were presented at a 

March 1 ceremony at the Metro To- 
ronto Convention Centre. 

A special Minister’s award was also 
presented to Carleton University. It 
received this award for an innovative 


and comprehensive support program 
for disabled students. 

Judges were unanimous in praising 
The Toronto Real Estate Board for “its 
ability to incorporate accessibility 
without being obvious. That a private 
sector-funded facility could achieve 
such integration is most encourag- 
ing,’ they said. 

Mr. Mancini praised the co- 
operation of the Ontario Association 
of Architects and the Ontario Associa- 
tion of Landscape Architects whose 
enthusiastic support enables the Of- 
fice for Disabled Persons to sponsor 
the awards program. 

Judges were architects Patricia Falta, 
associate professor of architecture, 
University of Montreal; Carlos Ott, 
partner, NORR Associates; and Wil- 
liam Whitney, Architect, Woodbridge. 

Entries were judged on access, inte- 
gration, innovation and utility. 

(cont'd page À) 
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$ 1.1 million assists 
87 families 


Eighty-seven Ontario families with 
disabled children will make their 
homes more physically accessible 
with funding announced by Minister 
Responsible for Disabled Persons 
Remo Mancini. 

“Through the fund, families with 
dependent disabled children could 
receive up to $20,000 for home reno- 
vations,’ said Mr. Mancini, adding that 
priority has been given to homeown- 
ers with low to moderate family in- 
comes. 

Phase one of the fund was launched 
on May 1, 1987 when the Office for 
Disabled Persons provided $1.7 mil- 
lion to the Easter Seal Society for a 
one-year program. 

“Just four months into the program, 
the entire fund had been committed 
to 125 families,’ explained Mr. Man- 
cini, “I am pleased that we can now 
provide an additional $1.1 million to 
the remaining families who met the 
Criteria, 


1.1 millions pour 
venir en aide a 87 
familles 


Quatre-vingt-sept familles onta- 
riennes vont pouvoir faire faire des 
travaux qui rendront leur habitation 
plus accessible a leurs enfants handi- 
capés grâce aux subventions “Acces”, 
accordées dans le cadre d’un pro- 
gramme annoncé par le ministre délé- 
gué aux personnes handicapées, M. 
Remo Mancini. 

“Ce Fonds “Accès” servira à verser 
des subventions d’un montant maxi- 
mum de 20 000 $ aux familles qui ont 
des enfants à charge handicapés, pour 
rénover leur maison, a déclaré M. 
Mancini. Il a ajouté que les familles à 
faiblé set. Aamodestes revenu, —pro- 
priétaires de leur maison, auraient la 
priorité. 


(suite en page 2) 
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Message de Remo Mancini 


Un des principes majeurs sur lesquels 
repose la proclamation de la Décennie 
des personnes handicapées en On- 
tario stipule que ‘les personnes handi- 
capées ont, au même titre que tous les 
autres citoyens, le droit et l'obligation 
de prendre part à la vie de la collec- 
tivité et d’y contribuer”. J'ai vu ce 
principe se concrétiser il y a quelques 
mois, à l’occasion de la cérémonie de 
remise des Prix d'initiatives commu- 
nautaires, qui avait lieu à Toronto. 

L Office des personnes handicapées 
a décerné ce prix a 14 personnes qui 
se sont illustrées par leur travail re- 
marquable aupres de personnes han- 
dicapées. Certains récipiendaires de 
ce prix sont eux-mémes handicapés. 
Tous ont une caractéristique en com- 
mun : ils sont extraordinaires. 

Il est indubitable que nous devons 
compter sur le ferme appui de toutes 
les collectivités de la province pour 
assurer la pleine égalité des personnes 


À message from 
Remo Mancini 


A major principle of Ontario’s Procla- 


mation of the Decade of Disabled 
Persons states that “Persons with dis- 
abilities have equal rights and equal 
obligation in common with all citi- 
zens to participate and contribute to 
community life.” Several months ago I 
saw this principle transformed into 
reality at the Community Action 
Awards ceremony in Toronto. 

The Office for Disabled Persons 
presented Community Action Awards 
to 14 people. Each of these individ- 
uals has done important work on 
behalf of disabled persons. Some 
award recipients are themselves dis- 
abled; all are extraordinary. 

A woman who, with her late hus- 
band, was foster parent to 65 mainly 
physically or developmentally dis- 
abled children. A man, quadriplegic 
since birth, who has worked tirelessly 
for other disabled persons while hold- 
ing a responsible full-time job. An 
award-winning children’s book au- 
thor who is almost blind. These are 
just three examples of the outstanding 
Ontario citizens whose achievements 
I was proud to recognize. 

No doubt about it, we must have 
strong support from communities 
across Ontario to ensure full equality 
for disabled persons. That is really 
what the Community Action Awards 
are all about — getting the message 
across that all of us, disabled and non- 
disabled alike, can work together to 
make Our communities special places. 


handicapées. C’est ce que nous visons 
avec les Prix d'initiatives commu- 
nautaires — transmettre le message 
que nous tous, handicapés ou non, 
pouvons travailler ensemble a faire de 
nos collectivités des endroits hors de 
l'ordinaire. 

Il s’agit, entre autres, d’une femme 
qui, avec son époux aujourd'hui 
décédé, a accueilli dans sa famille 65 
enfants présentant un handicap phy- 
sique ou mental; d'un homme qui, 
privé de usage de ses membres de- 
puis sa naissance, s’est dévoué sans 
compter pour les personnes handi- 
capées tout en occupant à plein temps 
un poste comportant des responsabili- 
tés, d’un écrivain presque aveugle, 
auteur de livres pour enfants, dont 
l’oeuvre a été primée. Ce ne sont là 
que trois des Ontariens extraordi- 
naires a qui jar cténtierdenrendre 
hommage. 


Requests for copies, audio tapes or alterations to the mailing list can be made by calling 


1.1$ millions 
(suite de la page 1) 


La premiére phase du programme 
fut lancée en mai 1987, lorsque l’Of- 
fice des personnes handicapées a 
versé 1,7 million de dollars a la Société 
du timbre de Paques pour un pro- 
gramme d’un an. 

“Quatre mois seulement après le 
début du programme, on avait déja 
attribué tous les fonds a 125 familles, a 
expliqué M. Mancini. Je suis heureux 
de voir que nous pouvons a présent 
fournir 1,1 million de dollars aux 
autres familles qui remplissent les con- 
ditions d’admissibilité du pro- 
gramme.” 


Vera Margaret (Peggy) Allan of Ottawa gets a round of applause at the 
Community Action Awards ceremony, At left is MPP Dalton McGuinty of 
Ottawa South. 


1-800-387-4456 


Comments or suggestions should be mailed to: 
Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 16th Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5G 1Z6 


Editor: Tracy Fawcett-Bell 
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1987's Community Action Award recipients are: (back row, left to right) Edith and Jobn (Bud) Cleary, Mississauga; Ruth 


Mary Engel, Orillia; Reta L. Bonner, Mount Albert; Jacqueline and Raymond Barnabe, Navan; Minister Remo Mancini; 
Wade Hampton, Toronto; Jean Little, Guelph; and Bruce E. Awad, Windsor. (Front row) Bellarmin Jutras, Sudbury; 
Melissa Hague, Lakefield; Vera Margaret (Peggy) Allan, Ottawa, and Jack Colley, Kingston. 


Community achievement honored 


Jack Colley has been called a power- 
house in a wheelchair for his tireless 
efforts to help others while holding 
down a full-time job. Melissa Hague, 
an outstanding Canadian wheelchair 
athlete, isa volunteer with the Ontario 
Provincial Police and SADD (Students 
Against Drinking and Driving). And 
Bruce E. Awad is well-known for his 
Medication and service to the 
Windsor-Essex Chapter of the Ontario 
Society for Autistic Citizens. 

These citizens are three of 14 Ontar- 
ians who received a 1987 Community 
Action Award from the Ontario Office 
for Disabled Persons. The awards rec- 
ognize and honor the outstanding 
achievements of disabled persons and 
individuals who have worked exten- 
sively with disabled persons. 


The other award winners are: 


e Vera Margaret (Peggy) Allan of 
Ottawa, a woman with multiple 
sclerosis, who has fought for better 
public transit for disabled persons. 

e Raymond and Jacqueline Barnabé 
of Navan, who cared for 23 chil- 
dren in the 16 years they have runa 
home for disabled children and 
young adults. 

e Reta L. Bonner of Mount Albert 
who, with her late husband Ralph, 
cared for 65 foster children, most of 
them disabled. 

e Edith (Edie) and John N. (Bud) 
Cleary of Mississauga, who have 
been volunteers with the Peel Asso- 
ciation for Handicapped Adults for 
14 years. 


¢ Ruth Mary Engel of Orillia, who has 
severe hearing loss, and is co- 
founder of the Orillia and District 
Hard of Hearing Association. 

¢ Bellarmin Jutras, of Sudbury, who 
is paraplegic and active in Scouting, 
painting and promoting visual arts. 

e Sherry Speck, of Elliot Lake, who is 
developmentally disabled and an 
energetic worker for the Youth 
Across Canada Mentally Retarded 
Association. 

e Jean Little of Guelph, almost blind 
since early childhood, trained as a 
teacher for disabled children and 
left teaching to write full-time. 

e Wade Hampton of Toronto, who 
contracted polio in 1953, has been 
a volunteer leader for more than 30 
years. 


Les lauréats du Prix d initiatives communautaires 


On dit de Jack Colley qu'il a de l’éner- 
gie à revendre! En effet, bien qu'il soit 
tributaire d’un fauteuil roulant et qu'il 
ait un emploi à plein temps, Jack 
n'épargne aucun effort pour venir en 
aide à autrui. Melissa Hague, athlète 
canadienne exceptionnelle parmi les 
athlètes handicapés, travaille 
bénévolement avec la Police provin- 
ciale de l'Ontario et au programme 
SADD (Students Against Drinking and 
Driving). Bruce E. Awad est bien 
connu pour son dévouement et ses 

Méervices au sein de la section de 

Windsor-Essex de l'Ontario Society 
for Autistic Citizens. 

Nous n'avons nommé la que trois 
des 14 Ontariens récipiendaires du 
Prix d'initiatives communautaires de 
1987 décerné par l'Office des per- 
sonnes handicapées de l'Ontario. Le 


prix est remis aux personnes, handica- 
pées ou non, qui se sont distinguées 
par leurs activités auprès des per- 
sonnes handicapées. 

“Chacun des lauréats a apporté une 
contribution remarquable à sa collec- 
tivité et a su faire comprendre au 
public que les personnes handicapées 
ont des talents et sont capables de 
faire beaucoup de choses,’ a déclaré 
M. Remo Mancini, ministre délégué 
aux personnes handicapées. 

Nommons les autres lauréats : 


e Vera Margaret Allan d'Ottawa, une 
femme qui a la sclérose en plaques 
et qui s’est battue pour que les 
personnes handicapées aient accès 
à de meilleurs moyens de transport 
en commun. 


e Raymond et Jacqueline Barnabé de 
Navan, un couple qui en 16 ans a 
Zecucillimeo meniants Cl jeunes 
adultes handicapés dans son foyer. 

e Reta L. Bonner de Mount Albert qui 
avec son mari Ralph, a présent 
décédé, s’est occupée de 65 enfants 
placés chez elle. 


e Edith (Edie) et John N. (Bud) Cleary 


de Mississauga, qui ont travaillé 
bénévolement pendant 14 ans 
auprès de l'Association de Peel 
pour adultes handicapés. 

Ruth Mary Engel d’Orillia qui a une 
surdité profonde et qui est Co- 
fondatrice de |’ Orillia and District 
Hard of Hearing Association. 


e Bellarmin Jutras, de Sudbury, qui 


est paraplégique et fait du 
scoutisme, de la peinture et de la 
promotion des arts visuels. 

(suite en page 0) 


Laccessibilité universelle 


Le Prix du premier ministre pour 
laccessibilité, créé en 1985, est un 
concours qui vise a promouvoir la 
conception et l’aménagement d’édi- 
fices accessibles non seulement pour 
les personnes handicapées, mais pour 
toutes les personnes. Lun des mem- 
bres du comité de sélection du Prix du 
premier ministre est MME Patricia La- 
dia Falta, professeure aggrégée d’ar- 
chitecture à l’Université de Montréal. 

Mme Falta participe depuis une dou- 
zaine d’années à |’élaboration de po- 
litiques, de programmes et de normes 
se rapportant a l’accessibilité des édi- 
fices publics et privés, des logements 
et des systèmes de transport en com- 
mun. En plus de donner quelques 
conférences par année au Canada aux 
Etats-Unis, Mme Falta est membre du 
comité consultatif sur l’accessibilité 
mis sur pied dans le cadre de la révi- 
sion du Code national du batiment du 
Canada et elle a collaboré avec la 
Société dhabitation du Québec en 
vue d'élaborer des normes d’accessi- 
bilité universelle. 

L'objectif ultime, dit-elle, “est d’at- 
teindre l'accessibilité universelle de 
tous les édifices publics et privés, 
c'est-à-dire réaliser des édifices acces- 
sibles partout, par tout le monde et 
par toutes les personnes handica- 
pées.” “Tout en reconnaissant que la 
réalisation de cet objectif exige un 
travail sans relâche, Mme Falta souligne 
toutefois que des progrès importants 
ont été réalisés au cours des 10 der- 
nières années. À ce sujet, la Décennie 
des personnes handicapées qui a été 
inaugurée en 1981 a contribué à don- 
ner une impulsion nouvelle à la 
notion d'accessibilité universelle 
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(Left to right) Architects Carlos Ott, Patricia Falta an 


Mme Falta se dit relativement satis- 
faite de la façon dont les choses évo- 
luent dans ce domaine au Canada. Elle 
signale qu'en Amérique du Nord, 
“c’est la philosophie de l'accessibilité 
universelle qui prévaut, tandis qu’en 
Europe on traite encore l'accessibilité 
comme un aspect particulier plutôt 
qu'un élément d'ensemble des con- 
ceptions architecturales” Mme Falta 
définie l’accessibilité universelle 
comme “une philosophie qui vise a 
assurer une intégration totale des élé- 
ments architecturaux qui permettent 
l'accessibilité.” 

Mme Falta estime que “le gouverne- 
ment de Il’Ontatio) amanifeste 
beaucoup de dynamisme dans le do- 
maine de l’accessibilité grace, entre 
autres, aux nombreuses personnes et 
aux organismes qui oeuvrent dans ce 
domaine.” “Par ailleurs, elle souligne 
qu'il y a aussi beaucoup de travail à 
accomplir au niveau municipal. Méme 


‘si certaines municipalités sont plus 


sensibilisées que d’autres au principe 
de l'accessibilité, l'initiative dans ce 
domaine repose trop souvént sur une 
seule personne — l'ingénieur munici- 
pal. C’est pour cette raison, dit-elle, 
que les organismes qui représentent 
les personnes handicapées doivent 
faire preuve de vigilance et s’intéres- 
ser activement à cette question.” 
Même si la Charte des droits et des 
libertés reconnaît le droit à l’accessibi- 
lité et le Code national du bâtiment 
édicte des normes de construction à 
cet égard, Mme Falta est d’avis “que ce 
n'est pas seulement en modifiant les 
lois que l’accessibilité universelle sera 
réalisée. C’est aussi par l'éducation du 
public en général et des architectes, 
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submissions for the 1987 Premier’s Awards for Accessibility, 


d William Whitney judge 


concepteurs et architectes-paysagistes 
en particulier que nous y parvien- 
drons.” Mme Falta estime que les étu- 
diants en architecture ont une attitude 
très encourageante au sujet de l’acces- 
sibilité. ‘Pour eux, c’est une chose 
tout a fait logique.” 

Mme Falta est en profond désaccord 
avec les personnes qui prétendent 
qu’une conception architecturale ac- 
cessible donne lieu a une architecture 
banale. “Laccessibilité ne s’ oppose 
pas a la créativité. Il s’agit tout simple- 
ment de faire preuve d’imagination, 
d'énergie et d’intelligence pour utili- 
ser les éléments d'accessibilité dans le 
but de créer des ÉifICes Reel 
aménagements plus originaux. C’est 
d’ailleurs, ajoute-t-elle, un aspect très 
important qui est considéré dans le 
choix des récipiendaires du Prix du 
premier ministre pour l'accessibilité.” 


Premier 's Awards cont'd. 


Awards of Merit 


In the architecture category an Award 
of Merit to O.J. Baleshta of Townend, 
Stefura, Baleshta and Nicholls Archi- 
tects; and in the landscape category to 
John George and Richard Moore of 
Moore/George Associates Inc., for 
Fielding Memorial Park, a 40-acre park 
and community centre in the Town of 
Walden, Regional Municipality of Sud- 
bury. Mayor Charles White of Walden 
accepted the owner’s award. 

James A. Murray of Murray, Mar- 
shall, Cresswell Architects for changes 
to Bellwoods Park House, a residence 
owned and operated by the Adult 
Cerebral Palsy Institute of Metropoli- 
tan Toronto. 

Roger du Toit of Roger du Toit 
Architects, for architectural design at 
the Windward Housing Co-operative, 
Bathurst Quay, Harbourfront, To- 
ronto. 

Robert Topping for the home of Pat 
and John Israel, North York, while he 
was associated with the Barrier-Free 
Design Centre. 

Raymond Moriyama of Moriyama 
and Teshima Architects for the North 
York Central Library. 

Murray R. Ross of Brown Beck and 
Ross Architects for an addition to 
St. Matthew’s Anglican Church, 
Islington. 

Don L. Frazer, senior architect, city 
property department, City of To- 
ronto, for restoration, renovations 
and accessibility to the Masaryk/ 
Cowan Avenue Community Recrea- 
tion Centre, Toronto. 


Honorable Mention 


Ernest Annau of Annau Associates 
Architects, Toronto, for the South 
Common Leisure Pool owned by the 
City of Mississauga. 
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Life skills make Carrie ‘whole new person ” 


Lo 


Tomara Kane, 12, bas her hair cut as part of her life skills training at WG. 


Davis Senior Public School. 


by Tracy Fawcett-Bell 


Two years ago, 14 year old Carrie Ann 
Turple was a withdrawn, develop- 
mentally disabled young girl who did 
not interact well with other children 
and showed an extreme lack of confi- 
dence and self-esteem. 

Today, Carrie goes to school, uses 
her automatic banking machine card 
at the local mall, takes à bus to her 
part-time job at Burger King and re- 
turns to her life skills class at Bramp- 
ton’s W.G. Davis Senior Public School. 

“It is hard to believe she is the same 
girl I taught two years ago,’ says W.G. 
Davis Family Studies Teacher June 
Campbell. “Carrie needed individual 
attention and I think even she realized 
she was not coping. Since she trans- 

ferred here she has become a whole 

new person. Her self-confidence and 
self-esteem have improved dramati- 
Cally.” 

Carrie’s progressive development 
and that of more than 20 developmen- 
tally disabled students who have taken 
the school’s life skills program, are 
primarily the result of the ingenuity 

and dedication of their teacher Avi 
Gold. Gold, who has trained develop- 
mentally disabled children for 10 
years, started the program two years 
_ago. Today he teaches a class of 11 
developmentally disabled students 
with the help of teaching assistant 
Karen Reeves. 

Gold’s life skills program focusses 
on three principles. First, he stresses 
that life is not a dress rehearsal; in 


other words, you must practise skills 
in real-life settings not only in the 
classroom. Second, students must be 
totally integrated with the rest of the 
school and third, everything they do 
should be meaningful in terms of 
language development and age appro- 
priate skills. 

Gold explains: “Do you know how 
many 25-year-olds I have placed in 
jobs and its been an embarrassment 
that they can’t read the application 
form. But they can read a Grade 2 
book called Surprise, Surprise. Now at 
25, that doesn’t make sense. They 
have to know how to survive’. 

While spending 90 per cent of their 
time outside of the classroom, Gold’s 
students learn the basics most of us 
take for granted. Telling the time with 
their digital watches, learning to bank 
with their automatic banking machine 
cards and reading the weather reports 
in the paper are just a few examples of 
life skills. 

“Every week we go to a new restau- 
rant. We started off with the fast food 
places and worked our way up to the 
Golden Griddle and Red Lobster,’ said 
Gold, adding that the students must 
first learn the menus and how to order 
and pay for their food correctly. 

But even before they can get to the 
restaurants, Gold’s students learn to 
take public transit. For the first week, 
the teachers follow by car. The second 
week they meet the students at desti- 
nations and the third week only an 
occasional spot check is needed. 

The one thing Gold does almost as 


well as teaching is seeking corporate 
support for the program. Matsushita 
Electric of Canada Limited (Pana- 
sonic), Canada’s Wonderland Limited, 
the Toronto Sun Publishing Corp., 
Bootlegger, Red Lobster Restaurants 
and Golden Griddle Pancake House 
are among the many companies that 
have donated goods and services. 

“With the calculators (from Pana- 
sonic), they learn to add up grocery 
lists. The new clothes (from Bootleg- 
ger) gave them the experience of buy- 
ing clothes and also helped to build 
their self-esteem. Because when you 
look good you feel good, right?” says 
Karen Reeves, adding that many of the 
local retailers will offer services — like 
a free hair cut. 

The program touches on many liv- 
ing experiences with the ultimate goal 
of independence and meaningful em- 
ployment for each student. As in Car- 
rie Turple’s case, Gold often acts as 
employment counsellor, incorporat- 
ing the student’s job into the program 
wherever possible. 


Teaching assistant Karen Reeves 
takes the plunge with 14-year-old 
Tony Pittman. Weekly swimming 
lessons builds confidence and gives 
the students a chance to interact with 
others. 


“We see that it is just as viable for 
Carrie to go and work at a fast food 
outlet as it is for us to sit down and try 
and teach her geography or math,’ 
says Gold. “But don't get me wrong, 
that is not the end of the line for her. 
It’s just a stepping stone. 

And for Carrie Turple, it’s just the 
stepping stone she needs. For when 
asked what she likes best about 
school, Carrie says with a smile: “my 
job.” 
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Students Cecil Curtis and Debbie Skin 


gi: 


train with their dogs Gunner and Mountie. 


Guide dogs off to school 


by Helena Katz 


It’s off to school for selected dogs at 
three Ontario centres where they are 
trained to guide visually impaired and 
hearing impaired individuals. 

Guide dogs help blind people be- 
cause “it makes them more mobile 
and independent,’ says Jennifer King, 
communications and promotions rep- 
resentative at Canine Vision Canada — 
an Oakville-based group whose train- 
ing program has graduated 70 dogs 
since.1985, 

“Seeing eye dogs are chosen on the 
basis of intelligence, sociability and 
lack of aggressiveness. The two most 
frequently-chosen breeds are labra- 
dor retrievers and golden retrievers,’ 
says Christopher Snider of the 
Ottawa-based Canadian Guide Dogs. 
This group has trained 37 dogs since 
1984. 

Puppies are placed in foster homes 
for one year where they learn to live 
with people and become accustomed 
to different environments. Then they 
go to a centre for five to eight months 
of training. “They are taught to walk 
using a harness, avoid obstacles, to 
behave and signal to their master and 
avoid height obstacles,’ says Snider. 

Dogs are matched with a user at the 
training centre. 

To qualify for a guide dog a blind 
person must be mobile, more than 16 
years of age (because of the distrac- 
tion of having a dog in a schoolyard) 
and must like and be able to care for a 
dog. 

Jacqueline Harbour trains hearing 


ear dogs at Hearing Ear Dogs of Can- 
ada in Ancaster. These dogs alert deaf 
persons to noises in the home. 

Like the two groups which train 
seeing eye dogs, Harbour relies on 
Organizations and service groups to 
sponsor the dogs’ training. This 
means the service is free to hearing 
impaired and visually impaired per- 
sons. 

Harbour chooses dogs who are 
very friendly, playful and demonstrate 
neither aggression nor shyness. Dogs 
vary in size and breed from the toy 
poodle to the German Shepherd de- 
pending on the needs of potential 
owners. Most dogs are chosen from 
the Humane Society because “it saves 
the life ofa dog and enriches the life of 
a person,’ she says. 

“Dogs are taught through positive 
reinforcement. When they hear a 
noise they come to you and then go to 
the noise. If the owner doesn’t re- 
spond the dog repeats the proce- 
dures 

The dogs are also trained to alert 
their Owner to unusual noises and 
possible dangers. When the battery 
short-circuited on a deaf and paraple- 
gic woman’s wheelchair her dog al- 
erted her to the danger. The woman 
fell forward out of her chair and the 
dog grabbed her by the collar and 
dragged her outside. 


Telecommerce 


kville’s Canine Vision Canada 


offers 
independence 


by Tracy Fawcett-Bell 


Imagine having a dinner party com- 
plete with gourmet cuisine, sparkling 
wine, flowers for the table and video 
movies for after dinner entertainment, 
all without ever leaving your home. 
Throw in having your shoes shined 
and dry cleaning done — all with the 
help of Toronto’s Telecommerce 
Corp. 

“Telecommerce offers access to 
over 10,000 items from our Telekit- 
chen catalogue. Many of our cus- 
tomers are disabled Vandiisciio: 
citizens and when you look at how 
inconvenient it can be to get out to the 
stores, Our service makes a great deal 
of sense,” says Telecommerce cus- 
tomer relations officer Bill Moore. 

“Just recently my doctor told me no 
more carrying parcels or climbing 
stairs because of my heart condition,” 
says Mrs. Dorothy Brown of Scarbo- 
rough. “As I have no one to depend 
on, I really don’t know what I would 
have done without the service.” 

Like Mrs. Brown, many disabled 
persons and senior citizens who are 
unable to cope with shopping can 
benefit from this consumer service. 

Telecommerce provides same day 
service on a $25 minimum food order 
and delivery charges range from $4- 
to-$8 depending on where you live in 
the city. Operating hours for all Tele- 
commerce services are Monday to 
Saturday 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. 


For more information, contact: 
Bill Moore 

Customer Relations Officer 
Telecommerce Corp. 
964-7867 


Les lauréats 
(suite de la page 3) 


e Sherry Speck d’Elliot lake, qui a 
une déficience mentale et travaille 
avec enthousiasme a la Youth 
Across Canada Mentally Retarded 
Association. 

¢ Jean Little de Guelph, qui est pres- 
que aveugle depuis sa premiére 
enfance et qui a reçu une formation 
professionnelle d’enseignant au- 
près des enfants handicapés et qui a 
quitté l’enseignement pour devenir 
écrivain. 

¢ Wade Hampton de Toronto, qui a 
eu la polio en 1953 et dirige un 
groupe de bénévoles depuis plus de 
30 ans. 
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Valerie Gibbons, Deputy Minister of 


Cathy McPherson, Executive Director 
of People United for Self Help (PUSH) 
and Larry Hodgson, an accessibility 
planner with the City of Toronto were 
among those attending. 


(Left to right) Council member Anne Musgrave; former council member Rev. 
Ken Gallinger of Richmond Hill United Church; Nancy Gallinger; former 
Human Rights Commissioner Canon Borden Purcell; and Ron McInnes, 
council chairman share a joke at the reception. 


i Consumer and Commercial Relations 
greets Dennis Caplice, Deputy Minister of Government Services. 
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Mona Winberg (Toronto Sun col- 

4 umnist) and Peggy Hewitt 
(Canadian Hearing Society) catch 
up on all the news. 


Advisory Council 
Marks 13th 
Anniversary 


The Ontario Advisory Council for Dis- 
abled Persons held its annual recep- 
tion in celebration of its 13th 
anniversary. Chairman Ronald 
McInnes was host at the reception 
which was given to thank the many 
people who assisted the council for 
more than a decade. 

Guests included past and present 
council members, representatives 
from Ontario’s organizatiaons for dis- 
abled persons and government offi- 
cials. 

The council was established in Feb- 
ruary of 1975 as the Ontario Advisory 
Council for the Physically Handi- 
capped to advise the provincial gov- 
ernment on disabled persons’ issues. 
Two years ago the council was re- 
named and a new reporting relation- 
ship (to the Minister Responsible for 
Disabled Persons) was established. 
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Community 
groups receive 
over $300,000 


Fourteen organizations are the recipi- 
ents of more than $300,000 in Com- 
munity Action Fund grants awarded 
by the Ontario Office for Disabled 
Persons. They are: 

The Scarborough Advocacy Centre 
for Disabled Persons and their Fami- 
lies Inc., $48,000, to conduct a trans- 
portation awareness program. 

$44,000 to the Ontario Federation 
for the Cerebral Palsied for a pilot 
crime prevention project called 
CREED (Crime Risk Education is Es- 
sential for Disabled). 

$31,500 to the Ontario March of 
Dimes for a post-polio program for 
individuals who contracted acute po- 
liomyelitis in the 1940s and 1950s and 
are now experiencing late effects. 

$25,000 to the Guild for Arts and 
Crafts for the Disabled in Ontario for 
administrative costs. 

$10,000 to the Ethnic Organization 
for the Handicapped, for its Arts and 
Drama Club. 

$19,000 to Alternative Computer 
Training for the Disabled for a public 
relations program aimed at young per- 
sons. 

$47,000 to The Ontario Head In- 
jury Association for start-up funding. 

$47,000 to The Jewish Community 
Centre of Toronto to integrate dis- 
abled persons into centre and com- 
munity activities. 

$11,000 to National Educational 
Association of Disabled Students 
(NEADS) to produce an instructional 
text. 

$3,000 to the Scarborough Iron 
Butterflies Parents’ Association to ex- 
pand their newsletter and improve 
their promotional brochure. 

$16,500 to The Ontario Society for 
Autistic Citizens to produce an infor- 
mation leaflet and to improve its 
newsletter. 

$32,000 to The Kapuskasing Area 
Council for the Disabled and Action 
Centre to provide information about 
services. 

$10,000 to The Hearing Impaired 
Youth Club for its conference. 

$40,000 to People First of Ontario 
to develop community support. 

Since the Community Action Fund 
was established, 49 organizations 
have received more than $850,000 in 
grants. 

Applications are available from the 
Office for Disabled Persons, 700 Ba 
Street, 16th Floor, Toronto, M5G 1Z6. 

For further information, contact: 
Marthe Dallaire 
Community Action Fund 
Coordinator 
(416) 963-3121 
1-800-387-4456 Voice/TDD 


Manager Bruno Kuemin (left) entertains Gregory Wong, special assistant to the 
Minister of Energy, and Peeter Sepp, former executive director of the Ontario 
Association of Art Galleries, at the launching of Artists First Gallery’, a project 
of the Toronto Guild for Arts and Crafts for the Disabled. The Guild received a 
$14,000 grant from the Office for Disabled Persons to fund the McCaul Street 


gallery. 


Diploma programs for Ontario's 


interpreters 


by Helena Katz 


Due to a shortage of interpreters for 
deaf individuals, two Ontario colleges 
of applied arts and technology, Sheri- 
dan and St. Clair, have set up diploma 
programs to train them. 

Brampton’s Sheridan College 
Started its program in September 
1986. A two-year program leads to a 
diploma as a sign language communi- 
cator while a three-year program leads 
to a diploma as a sign language inter- 
preter. 

Communicators and interpreters fill 
different roles. Students graduating 
with a diploma as communicators 
may pursue a Career as a teacher’s aide 
for deaf students, be a residential 
homes counsellor or do rehabilitation 
work. They convey messages with 
their own thoughts. 

Graduates of the interpreter pro- 
gram, who interpret between people 
speaking two languages, may find jobs 
in colleges, television or with agencies 
serving deaf persons. Some inter- 
preters also choose freelance work. 

“Sheridan’s program got started be- 
cause the need for interpreters grew as 
deaf people became more educated 
and so interpreters with some training 
were needed,’ says program co- 
ordinator Brian Dwyer. 

Students take social science 
courses, sign language, study the cul- 
ture of deaf people and have field 
work placements twice a week in 
second year. Those staying for a third 
year study theory of interpretation, 
English and sign language syntax, 
learn about interpreting in different 
environments (e.g. education, legal, 
religious) and continue their field 
practice. 


A secondary school diploma or ma- 
ture student status (over the age of 19) 
is required to enter the program. Stu- 
dents are also given a questionnaire 
and an English comprehension test. 
Students in the interpreting program 
must have good hearing. 

St. Clair College in Windsor also has 
a two-year Communicator program 
and a three-year interpreter program. 
The two programs began in Septem- 
ber 1987 because "there  wete the 
funds for interpreters but no inter- 
preters to fill the need,” said Virginia 
Macchiavello, chairperson of commu- 
nity services at the college. The pro- 
gram is based on intensive immersion 
in American Sign Language, which is a 
separate language, not a translation of 
English. 


For further information: 
Brian Dwyer 

Co-ordinator Sign Language 
Interpreter Program 
Sheridan College of Applied Arts 
and Technology 

Box 7500 

McLaughlin Road 

LGV 1G6 

(416) 459-7533 Ext. 334 
TDD 452-8170 


Sign Language Interpreter Program 
St. Clair College of Applied Arts 
and Technology 

2000 Talbot West 

Windsor, Ontario 

N9A GS4 

(519) 966-1656 

TDD 966-0053 
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Etobicoke’s 
barrier-free 
guideline 
‘a first’ 


In April 1987, the City of Etobicoke 
became the first municipality in On- 
_tario to develop a guideline on barrier- 
free site design for persons with 
physical disabilities. 

“The (Ontario) Building Code deals 
with buildings. The guideline deals 
with the land the building sits on,’ 
explains Lyle Pringle, coordinator for 
the handicapped. This means any- 
thing peripheral to the building such 
as parking and passenger loading 
zones, public streets and sidewalks, 
ramps and curb ramps and detectable 
warnings near hazardous areas. 

The manual outlining the guideline 
is available by contacting Lyle Pringle 
at (416) 394-8269 or by writing to: 


Coordinator for the Handicapped 
Health Department 

City of Etobicoke 

399 The West Mall 

Etobicoke, Ontario 

MIC 2Y2 


Accessible 
apartments in 
Thunder Bay 


Thirty apartments for physically dis- 
abled persons have been officially 
Opened in Thunder Bay under the 
federal-provincial non-profit housing 
‘program. The project is sponsored by 
the Thunder Bay Municipal Non- 
Profit Housing Corporation. 

Cumberland Court contains 16 
one-bedroom and 14 two-bedroom 
apartments. Some of these will be 
made available to physically disabled 
persons with low to moderate in- 
comes. The remaining apartments 
will be offered at the average market 
rent for Thunder Bay. 

Financial assistance is provided by 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Cor- 
poration and the Ontario Ministry of 
Housing. The architect for the project 

is H. Bradford Green and the contrac- 
tor is Stead & Lindstrom (1977) Ltd. 


For more information: 
Warren Hardin 
(416) 585-702 


eT 


Reprinted with permission of the Ontario Min- 
istry of Natural Resources. 


Wheelchairs do not usually take 
well to rough trails or sand. But Mac- 
Gregor Point Provincial Park has a 
wheelchair which tackles uneven ter- 
rain with gusto. It’s called an all-terrain 
wheelchair, better known as an ATC. 

This special wheelchair resembles a 
rickshaw and is designed to navigate 
all types of terrain. On permanent 
loan from the Bruce County Board of 
Education’s Outdoor Education Cen- 
tre, it allows disabled people to partic- 
ipate in nature hikes led by visitor 
services’ staff. 

Access to the trails and beach is also 
made easy by the ATC. Jack McKay of 
Naples, Florida, can attest to this fact. 
Restricted by a degenerative muscular 
disease to walking with the aid of a 
walker, McKay was pleased to be able 
to travel beyond the park’s visitor 
centre. “My son was able to pull it 
most of the way by himself,’ he said, 
“but he needed help when we were in 
heavy sand.” 

Arrangements to use the ATC can be 
made by contacting the Visitor Centre 
at (519) 389-6232 during the summer 
months or the park office (519) 389- 
9055 the rest of the year. 

MacGregor Point Provincial Park is 
located on the shores of Lake Huron 
in Owen Sound District, five kilome- 
tres south of Port Elgin, off Highway 
212 


This wheelchair gets around 


Jobn Stevens, Darl Price and Richard 
Price-Stevens venture out at MacGre- 
gor Point Provincial Park with an all- 
terrain wheelchair. 


Un fauteuil roulant tout terrain 


Reproduit avec l'autorisation du ministère des 
Richesses naturelles de l'Ontario. 

D'une manière générale, quand on 
est en fauteuil roulant, il vaut mieux 
éviter les pistes raboteuses et sablon- 
neuses. Mais, au parc provincial Mac- 
Gregor Point, on peut emprunter un 
fauteuil roulant qui circule sur terrain 
inégal. C’est ce qu’on appelle un fau- 
teuil tout terrain ou ETT. 

Ce fauteuil est construit à la manière 
d'un pousse-pousse oriental et est 
conçu pour être tiré sur toutes sortes 
de terrains. Ce fauteuil se trouve en 
permanence au parc et est prêté par le 
centre d'éducation en plein air du 
Conseil de l'éducation du comté de 
Bruce. Il permet aux personnes handi- 
capées de participer aux randonnées 
menées par le personnel des services 
aux visiteurs. 

Érice dite RIelPules sentiers de 
randonnées et la plage deviennent 
accessibles aux personnes handica- 


pées. Jack McKay, de Naples en 
Floride, en témoignera volontiers. 
Jack, qui a une maladie dégénérative 
des muscles, ne peut marcher qu'avec 
l’aide d’un déambulateur; il était tout 
heureux de pouvoir se promener dans 
le parc au lieu de rester au Centre des 
visiteurs. “Mon fils a pu manoeuvrer 
de lui-méme la plupart du temps, a-t-il 
déclaré; il n’a eu besoin qu’on l’aide 
que lorsque le terrain était très sablon- 
HEURE 

Pour se renseigner sur l'emprunt du 
ET.T., il convient de s’adresser au 
Centre des visiteurs au (519) 389-6232 
en été ou au bureau du parc au (519) 
389-9055 à d’autres moments de 
l’année. 

Le parc provincial MacGregor Point 
se trouve au bord du lac Huron dans le 
district d Owen Sound, à cinq kilome- 
tres au sud de Port Elgin, près de la 
route 21. 
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1987's Ontario Disabled Athlete of the Year, Ron Robillard, will be honored at 


the Ministry of Tourism’s Annual Award Banquet on April 15. 


Ron Robillard, 


Ontario’s disabled athlete 


of the year 


Ron Robillard, 22, of Weston, was 
recently named the Ontario Wheel- 
chair Sports Association’s Athlete of 
the Year for 1987. He can now add the 
Ontario Disabled Athlete of the Year 
award to his list of impressive accom- 
plishments. 

Mr. Robillard had an outstanding 
year in 1987, setting five world re- 
cords and breaking one of his own 
world records in the process. His 
record time of 27 minutes, 33.2 sec- 
onds in the 10,000 metre race at the 
National Foresters Games for the 
Physically Disabled in Brantford, Ont. 
surpassed his own world standard by 
Over two minutes. 

At those games, he collected four 
gold medals and set four world re- 
cords, He attained another five 
medals, four gold and one bronze, 
plus set a world record at the World 
Wheelchair Games in Stoke Man- 
deville, England. He also received a 
gold medal and set a course record in 

the provincial 10-kilometre road race 


at Variety Village in Toronto. His im- 
mediate goal is to win at the 1988 Para- 
Olympics at Seoul, Korea, Oct. 14-25. 
He has been selected to the National 
Squad. 

Mr. Robillard is paraplegic, resulting 
froma car accident in 1977. He enjoys 
lending his expertise and encourage- 
ment to junior and new athletes at 
Variety Village functions. 

Mr. Robillard started competing in 
1986 at regional and provincial com- 
petitions and was selected as a mem- 
ber of the Canadian team that went to 
the Pan-American Games held in 
Puerto Rico in November, 1986. 

As Ontario Disabled Athlete of the 
Year, he will receive the Dr. Robert 
Jackson Trophy to acknowledge his 
achievements, a citation signed by 
Premier David Peterson and a lapel 
pin. The Ontario Wheelchair Sports 
Association, the nominating Provin- 
cial Sports Organization, will receive a 
$5,000 grant. 


Consumer 
representatives 
appointed 


The Ontario Offices for Disabled Per- 
sons and the Office for Senior Citi- 
zens’ Affairs have appointed two 
consumer representatives to the Ac- 
cess Fund Review Committee. They 
are Audrey King and B.1.F. Breakey. 

The $15-million Access Fund, 
which is a joint program of the two 
offices, provides matching grants of 
up to $50,000 to community organi- 
zations for renovations to their prem- 
ises that improve physical 
accessibility. 

The representative for the Office 
for Senior Citizens’ Affairs, Mr. 
Breakey, is a retired senior mining and 
geology executive and long-time 
member of the Associated Senior Ex- 
ecutives of Canada Ltd. (association 
members are retired professionals 
who volunteer their services on be- 
half of others.) 

In 1977, Mr. Breakey was a member 
of the association committee which 
undertook a study of the architectural 
design of municipal charitable homes 
for the aged under the direction of the 
Ministry of Community and Social 
Services. The study reviewed 48 On- 
tario homes and published a report 
called ‘Building Better’, which details 
architectural issues including accessi- 
bility criteria and design suggestions. 

The Access Fund consumer repre- 
sentative of the Office for Disabled 
Persons is Audrey King, a consultant 
in the psychology department of the 
Hugh MacMillan Medical Centre since 
1974 where she counsels disabled 
children and young adults. 

Ms. King, also a well-known writer 
and cartoonist on disability issues, has 
published two books: ‘Count Me In’, a 
guide to educators involved in the 
integration of physically disabled chil- 
dren, and ‘There’s Lint in Your Belly- 
button’, which looks at the lighter side 
of disabilities. Ms. King has also pub- 
lished more than 20 articles relating to 
disabled persons, with an emphasis 
on accessibility. 

She is vice-chairman of the Ministry 
of Health’s Assistive Devices Program 


— 


Advisory Committee, a board mem- : 
ber with the Ontario March of Dimes © 


and chairman of its assistive devices 
program. In the past, she has served as 
vice-chairman of the Ontario Advi- 
sory Council on the Physically Handi- 
capped and the Ontario Federation for 
the Physically Handicapped. 


| L'Office des personnes handicapées et 
l Office des personnes âgées de l'On- 
tario ont nommé deux personnes 
pour représenter les clients au Comité 
d'examen des demandes de subven- 
tions “Accès”. Nommons-les : Mme 
Audrey King et M. B.I.F. Breakey. 
' Le Fonds “Accés”, un programme 
| conjoint des deux offices auquel on a 
affecté 15 millions de dollars, accorde 
des subventions, jusqu'à concurrence 
de 50 000 $, d’un montant équivalant 
à la somme que les organismes com- 
 munautaires sont prêts à dépenser 
pour des travaux qui faciliteront 
l'accès de leurs locaux aux personnes 
handicapées ou âgées. 

Le représentant de l'Office des per- 
sonnes âgées, M. Breakey, est un cadre 
supérieur retraité d’une entreprise de 
géologie et d'exploitation minière. 
Depuis de nombreuses années, il est 
membre de l’Associated Senior Exec- 
utives of Canada Ltd. (une association 
de professionnels retraités qui offrent 


$3.9 million 
for brain 
damage 
treatment 
centre 


A special treatment centre for individ- 
uals with acquired brain damage will 
be established at Chedoke McMaster 
Hospitals in Hamilton at a cost of $3.9 
million, Health Minister Elinor Caplan 
has announced. 

The centre, the first of its kind in 

Ontario, is the initial phase of a plan to 
provide province-wide services for 
the brain damaged. 

An 18-bed unit, to be located at the 
Chedoke Division of the hospital, will 
provide assessment, treatment and re- 
habilitation for those with the most 
urgent and complex needs. 

The Chedoke program will begin 
immediately and is expected to admit 
up to 45 patients from across the 
province during the first year of oper- 

ation. 


For more information: 

Gary Michaluk 

Communications and Information 
Branch 

(416) 965-5167 


bénévolement leurs services). 

ENS EN MP Breakey aesicce au 
comité de I’association qui a entrepris 
de faire l’étude des plans architectu- 
raux des maisons de retraite munici- 
pales sous la direction du ministére 
des Services sociaux et commu- 
nautaires. À l'issue de l'étude, qui 
portait sur 48 maisons de retraite de 
l'Ontario, le comité a publié le rapport 
“Building Better” soulignant en détail 
des problemes architecturaux et sug- 
gérant des critères d’accessibilité et 
d’autres moyens de conception archi- 
tecturale. 

Le représentant de I’ Office des per- 
sonnes handicapées auprès du comité 
du Fonds “Accès”, Mme Audrey King, 
experte-conseil du département de 
psychologie du Centre médical Hugh 
MacMillan depuis 1974, offre des 
services d'aide socio-psychologique 
aux enfants et jeunes adultes handi- 
capés. 

Mme King, auteure et dessinatrice 


Deux membres sont nommés au comité du Fonds ‘‘Accés’’ 
pour représenter les clients 


humoristique bien connue, a publié 
deux livres sur des questions intéres- 
sant les personnes handicapées 
“Count Me In”, un guide pour les 
éducateurs s’occupant de l'insertion 
sociale d’enfants handicapés, et 
“There’s Lint in Your Bellybutton’’, un 
récit qui fait voir le côté comique des 
handicaps. MMe King a aussi publié 
une vingtaine d'articles illustrant ce 
que l'accessibilité dans tous les as- 
pects de la vie représente pour les 
personnes handicapées. 

Mme King est vice-présidente du 
comité consultatif du programme 
d'appareils et de prothèses du minis- 
tère de la Santé, elle est membre de la 
section ontarienne de la Marche des 
dix sous et présidente du programme 
d'appareils et de prothèses de cette 
organisation. Elle a été vice- 
présidente du Conseil consultatif de 
l'Ontario sur les handicapés phy- 
siques et de la Fédération des handi- 
capés physiques de l'Ontario. 


Role-model publication for 
people with disabilities 


For many years Rosemari Comisso of 
Windsor kept getting “incredible” an- 
swers when she’d apply for a job. 

“One woman told me she wouldn't 
hire me because part-time workers 
wouldn't approve of me. I said ‘That's 
nota reason. ” 

Born without arms past the elbow, 
she was so disgusted with the job 
interviews — ‘‘some of the answers I 
was getting were just incredible’ — 
that she eventually decided to go out 
on her own. 

Today she is an independent, self- 
employed — and award winning — 
photographer. 

Rosemari Comisso’s story is one of 
many about disabled Canadians who 
have overcome obstacles to launch 
successful careers. Thirty-four of 
these stories, including Rosemari’s, 
aresteaturedyin» PROFILE yea: new 
Ontario Ministry of Labour booklet. 

“PROFILE” is designed to encour- 
age people with disabilities to think 
about the full range of career choices 
available to them. It is published in 
English and French and is also availa- 
ble on audio cassette for the visually 
impaired and learning disabled. 


For copies contact: 

Handicapped Employment Program 
Ministry of Labour 

400 University Avenue 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 1T7 


City TV’s David Onley chats with 
Labour Minister Gregory Sorbara at 
the press conference announcing 
‘Profile’. 
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Learning Disabilities 
Association of Ontario 
(formerly OACLD) 


‘Linking Learning Disabilities, Liter- 
acy and Life Skills’ April 30, 1988, 
OISE, Toronto. This symposium in- 
cludes sessions on characteristics of 
learning disabilities and some tools for 
identification; LD as a possible con- 
tributing factor to illiteracy; “telling it 
like it is” and impacts on life skills and 
interactions; assistance in the work- 
place; strategies; resources and crea- 
tive options for the future. 

Format will include sessions tar- 
geted at literacy advocates, correc- 
tions personnel, educators, adult 
basic trainers, FUTURES program- 
mers and persons with learning dis- 
abilities and/or participants in literacy 
programs. 


Contact: ; 
Registrar, Symposium 88 
Learning Disabilities 
Association of Ontario 
1901 Yonge Street 

Suite 304 

Toronto, Ontario M4S 1Y6 
Telephone: (416) 487-4106 


Down Syndrome 
conference/meeting 


First annual conference of the Na- 
tional Down Syndrome Symposium 
and first general meeting of the Down 
Syndrome Society. May 13-15 at 
Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario. 


For more information, contact: 
Sandra Renz 

The Rehabilitation Centre 

505 Smyth Road 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1H 8M2 

(613) 737-7350 


Visions and Controversies 
in Rehabilitation 


The second S.M. Dinsdale Interna- 
tional Conference on Rehabilitation, 
May 18-20. At the Rehabilitation Cen- 
tre, Ottawa. 


For more information, contact: 
Carol Anne Clarke 

The Rehabilitation Centre 

505 Smyth Road 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1H 8M2 

(613) 737-7350 Ext. 602 


Community Living 
Association to meet 
in Thunder Bay 


35th Annual General Meeting and 
Conference of the Ontario Associa- 
tion for Community Living, Thunder 
Bay, May 25-28. 


For more information, contact: 
Stan Delaney 
(416) 483-4348 


Rencontre de la Community 
Living Association a 
Thunder Bay. 


La 35€ Assemblée générale et Confé- 
rence annuelle de l'Ontario Associa- 
tion for Community Living, à Thun- 
der Bay, du 25 au 28 mai. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, 
appeler 

Stan Delaney 

(416) 483-4348 


Current Publications / 
Coming Events 


This cartoon book presents an honest yet positive and 
humorous look at the dilemmas of disability. With a 
minimum of text, the book depicts many barriers that 
exist in architecture, transportation, attitudes, employ- 
ment and other areas. 

The characters face the trials, tribulations and exhila- 
rations that life presents to people with disabilities, and 
reinforces the message that people with disabilities are 
basically the same as everyone else. 

Cartoonist and writer Audrey King approaches the 
subject with the same lively sense of humour and 
positive approach that she has developed through years 
of adapting her own lifestyle because of a disability. 


National Access Awareness 
Week 


The first National Access Awareness 
Week is May 29 to June 4, 1988. 

Organizations for disabled persons 
across the country can take this op- 
portunity to celebrate achievements, 
to assess the accessibility of services 
and facilities, to plan practical im-. 
provements, and to set goals by which 
progress can be measured. | 

Information on National Access 
Awareness Week is available by calling 
(819) 997-2412 Voice/TDD. 


La semaine nationale pour 
Vintégration des 
personnes handicapées 


La premiére Semaine nationale pour 
l'intégration des personnes handica- 
pées aura lieu du 29 mai au 4 juin 
1988. | 
Les organismes qui oeuvrent pour, 
les personnes handicapées dans tout, 
le pays peuvent profiter de cette occas! 
sion pour célébrer les réalisations, : 
évaluer l’accessibilité des services et. 
des installations, projeter des amélio- 
rations pratiques et fixer des paramè-| 
tres pour mesurer les progrès] 
accomplis. 

Pour de plus amples renseigne- 
ments à ce sujet, il suffit de téléphoner 
au bureau de la: | 

Semaine nationale pour l’intégra+ 
tion des personnes handicapées au: 
(819) 997-2412 voix/ATME. 


À 
! 


Courier / Courrier 


Office for Disabled Persnone/Nffira dag personnes handicapées 


CAZOW 


Ontario 


Remo Mancini 

Minister/ministre D P Summer/Estivale 1988 | 
| CSP | 
Amendr 


Human Rights. 
Code proclaimed 


Amendments to the Ontario Human 
Rights Code stipulate that employers, 
landlords and people who provide 
goods and services to the public must 
reasonably accommodate persons 
with special needs resulting either 
from handicap or other prohibited 
ground of discrimination. These 
amendments were proclaimed April 
18. 

The Minister of Citizenship (Respon- 
sible for the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission), Gerry Phillips called 
this proclamation a significant step 
forward in the government’s efforts to 
promote equal access, particularly for 
members of the disabled community. 

Under the new proclaimed sec- 
tions, a denial of access will be 
illegal. Special needs must be accom- 
modated unless doing so imposes 
undue hardship on the service pro- 
vider. 

Courts and Boards of Inquiry will 
consider cost factors, outside funding 
sources and health and safety require- 
ments in their analysis of what consti- 
tutes undue hardship. 


Which os you see first, Ez or the hee ee REZ 


“Around the neighbourhood of my pharmac 
people are changing their attitude roward 
disabled persons. When che 
they had their reservations about my 
capabilities as a pharmacist — now they see how 


much | can actually do, many disabled persor 


s, often finds that pec onl 
can’t do, 


wner ree wo pharmacies, Les is TK the 


nt let Ae 


»ntributing 


w 

ur and an avid basketball fail to see what he can. Now if Le 
of the 937,000 adults in disability stop him from being a cx 
Ontario with some form of disability Les, like ymmunity, why should we? 


rst dealt with me, 


merober of the cc 


Do you have an open mind? 


Ontario 


Office for Dis ab led I -ersons 


inl, Minister 


Promulgations de modifications au Code ontarien des droits de la personne 


Les employeurs, locateurs et autres 
personnes qui fournissent biens et 
services a la population doivent le 
faire d'une manière qui réponde, dans 
une mesure raisonnable, aux besoins 
particuliers que peuvent avoir des 
personnes et qui découlent d'un 
handicap ou de tout autre motif in- 
terdit de discrimination; c'est ce que 
Stipulent des modifications apportées 
au Code ontarien des droits de la 
personne, qui étaient promulguées le 
18 avril. 

Selon le ministre des Affaires 
civiques et ministre délégué à la 


Commission ontarienne des droits de 
la personne, M. Gerry Phillips, cette 
promulgation représente un impor- 
tant pas en avant de la part du gou- 
vernement dans ses efforts visant à 
promouvoir l'égalité d'accès pour 
tous, en particulier pour les Ontariens 
handicapés. 

"En vertu des dispositions 
précédentes du Code, il n'était pas 
jugé discriminatoire de ne pas rendre 
accessible un immeuble ou un 
établissement qui n'était pas aménagé 
pour en faciliter l'accès, a déclaré M. 
Phillips. Maintenant, il sera illégal de 


ne pas donner une telle possibilité 
d'accès. Sauf s'il doit en découler un 
préjudice indu pour le fournisseur de 
biens ou de services, ce dernier sera 
tenu de répondre aux besoins 
particuliers de cette personne. 

Les tribunaux et les commissions 
d'enquête prendront en considération 
les facteurs liés au coût, les sources 
extérieurs de financement et les exi- 
gences en matiére de santé et de 
sécurité dans leur analyse de ce que 
l'on entend par "préjudice indu." 


Two new faces on 
Advisory Council for 
Disabled Persons 


Ontario Minister Responsible for Dis- 
abled Persons, Remo Mancini has an- 
nounced the appointment of two new 
members to the Ontario Advisory 
Council for Disabled Persons. They 
are Betty Bresko of Toronto and Ross 
Robinson of Hamilton. 

Ms. Bresko is a librarian with par- 
ticular interest in social welfare, politi- 
cal science and international affairs. 
She is an active volunteer in many 
areas relating to civil liberties and dis- 
ability issues. Mr. Robinson has 
worked for many years in communi- 
cations, advertising and public rela- 


tions. Through volunteer activities, he 


remains committed to full and equal 
integration of disabled persons in all 
aspects of community life. 

Mr. Mancini also announced the re- 
appointment of council chairperson 
Ron McInnes of Willowdale for a one- 
| year term and council member Rose- 
| mari Comisso of Windsor for a two- 
year term. Named as vice-chairper- 
sons were Robert Loveless of London, 
Nancy M. Stone of Niagara Falls and 
| Sharon Hoenen of Bridgenorth. 


Community for everyone 


The ‘Community for everyone’ 
conference is co-sponsored by the 
University of Waterloo, the Asso- 
ciation for Persons with Severe 
Handicaps, the Ceci Heinrichs 
Foundation for Developmentally 
Handicapped Children and the 
Waterloo Region Roman Catholic 
Separate School Board. It will be 
held at Bingeman's Conference and 
Recreation Centre in Kitchener, 
Ontario, Nov. 17 -19,1988. 

The conference is aimed at shar- 
ing knowledge and ideas to encour- 
age equal access to education, re- 
creation and employment for dis- 
abled persons. For more program 
and exhibit information contact: 

Community for everyone 
Room 4312 
CPH 
University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ont. N2L 3G1 
(519) 888-4695 


New advisory council members Betty Bresko and Ross Robinson. 


Independent living: A new study 


‘Independent Living - The Time is 
Now’, a discussion paper released by 
the Ontario Advisory Council for Dis- 
abled Persons, has been presented to 
Remo Mancini, Ontario Minister Re- 
sponsible for Disabled Persons. 

The paper proposes a new funding 
option to enable disabled persons to 
direct and manage their own inde- 
pendent living services. 

"The present Support Service Liv- 
ing Unit and Outreach Programs of the 
Ministry of Community and Social 
Services have done much to meet the 
needs of disabled persons," said Ron 
McInnes, chairman of the council. 
"However, council members believe 


For print or audio copies and alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments or suggestions should be mailed to the Editor 
Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 16th Floor, Toronto,Ontario M5G 1Z6 


both programs need to be altered and 
expanded to meet the growing needs 
and expectations of disabled persons 
We believe the time has come to pro: 
vide a direct funding option whick 
would allow the consumer to direc 
and manage his or her own assis: 
tance." | 

The paper also explores ways it 
which Independent Living Centre: 
and the activities of a broker can assis, 
disabled persons to find and negotial 
support services. 

Copies of the discussion paper ari 
available at the Ontario Governmen 
Bookstore, 880 Bay Street, Torontc 
Ontario M7A 1NB8 (416) 965-2054. | 
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Ontario Action Awareness Association granted $250,000 


The Ontario Office for Disabled Per- 
sons has provided a grant of $250,000 
to the Ontario Action Awareness As- 
sociation for activities to stimulate 
community awareness of issues and 
concerns of disabled persons. 
Ontario's Minister Responsible for 
Disabled Persons, Remo Mancini 
signed the contract with association 
president Beryl Potter. 

“Community awareness is the first 
step in understanding the many di- 
verse issues and concerns of people 


with disabilities. I can't think of a 
better person than Beryl Potter to help 
bring this message to the citizens of 
this province," said Mr. Mancini. He 
noted that the program supports the 
goals of both the United Nations’ Proc- 
lamation of the Decade of Disabled 
Persons (1983-1992), and National Ac- 
cess Awareness Week. 

Mrs. Potter of Scarborough is a 
well-known activist for disabled per- 
sons who has received numerous 
awards for her dedication and efforts. 


This spring she was one of 18 Ontari- 
ans to receive the Order of Ontario in a 
ceremony conducted by Lt.-Gov. Lin- 
coln Alexander. 

"Our goal is to motivate communi- 
ties into working together to let the 
citizens know that disabled people are 
a part of their life. We are just like any- 
one else," she said. 

Association events will include 
school visits, community awareness 
days, displays, workshops, seminars 
and community consultations. 


Minister Remo Mancini and Beryl Potter sign contract for activities to be undertaken by the 
Ontario Action Awareness Association. 


Subvention de 250 000 $ accordée à l'Ontario Action Awareness Association 


L'Office des personnes handicapées 
de l'Ontario a octroyé une subvention 
de 250 000 $ à l'Ontario Action Aware- 
ness Association pour la réalisation 
d'activités visant à sensibiliser la col- 
lectivité aux préoccupations des per- 
sonnes handicapées. Le ministre 
délégué aux personnes handicapées 
de l'Ontario, M. Remo Mancini, a signé 
un contrat à cet effet avec la présidente 
de l'association, Mme Bery] Potter. 
“La sensibilisation de la collectivité 
constitue un premier pas vers une 
meilleure compréhension des nom- 
breuses préoccupations des personnes 
handicapées, a dit M. Mancini, et per- 
_ sonne n’est mieux placé que Beryl Pot- 


ter pour transmettre ce message aux 
Ontariens.” Il faisait remarquer, 
d'autre part, que ce programme de 
sensibilisation vise la promotion des 
objectifs énoncés dans la proclamation 
des Nations Unies de la Décennie des 
personnes handicapées (1983-1992) et 
dans la proclamation de la Semaine 
nationale pour l'intégration des per- 
sonnes handicapées qui s'est déroulée 
le 29 mai au 4 juin 1988. 

Habitant Scarborough, Madame 
Potter est fort bien connue pour son in- 
lassable travail et son dévouement a la 
cause des personnes handicapées qui 
lui ont valu des témoignages 
d’honneur à maintes reprises. En juin, 


par exemple, elle était au nombre des 
18 Ontariens à se voir décerner l'Ordre 
de l'Ontario lors d’une cérémonie 
prédidée par le Lieutenant-gouver- 
neur, M.Lincoln Alexander. 

“Nous avons pour objectif d’inciter 
les collectivités a travailler de concert 
pour aider les Ontariens a réaliser que 
les personnes handicapées font partie 
de leur vie, qu’elles sont comme tout le 
monde”, a-t-elle déclaré. 

Parmi les activités prévues, men- 
tionnons des visites dans les écoles, 
des journées de sensibilisation, ainsi 
que des présentations visuelles, atel- 
iers, séminaires et consultations com- 
munautaires. 


Carleton gets an “A” 
for accessibility 


Disabled students at Ottawa’s Carle- 
ton University have better access to 
campus life thanks to a new attendant 
care service. 

Carleton already had accessible tun- 
nels connecting the campus, ramps, 
special elevators and the MacOdrum 
Library’s Visualtek (a reading aid for 
visually impaired persons). Now it is 
the first Canadian university to oper- 
ate a 24-hour attendant care service for 
its disabled students. 

Recently, Ontario’s Minister Re- 
sponsible for Disabled Persons Remo 
Mancini was at the university to tour 
the facilities. With him were Ontario 
Legislature members Hans Daigeler 
(Nepean), Yvonne O'Neill (Ottawa- 
Rideau), Dalton McGuinty (Ottawa 
South) and Bob Chiarelli (Ottawa 
West). 

“It is reassuring to know this service 
will remove one of the major barriers 
to education for disabled persons. By 
providing this service, Carleton has 
ensured disabled students will receive 
the care they need when they need it,” 
said Mr. Mancini. 

This year, Carleton University re- 
ceived the Minister’s award of excel- 
lence, as part of the Ontario Office for 
Disabled Persons’ Premier’s Awards 
for Accessibility, for its innovative and 
comprehensive support program for 
disabled students. 

“To date this is the only university 
based care service that I know of. Most 
universities have no service at all,” 
said Larry McCloskey, Carleton’s co- 
ordinator for disabled students. 

The Ontario Ministry of Commu- 
nity and Social Services granted 
$65,000 to Carleton University last 
year to expand the hours of its atten- 
dant care service. Prior to this, the 
service was only available in the morn- 
ing and evening. 

By this fall, a total of 10 students will 
benefit from the expanded care service 
when the provincial grant increases to 
almost $100,000. 


Jim Dicks (MPA es demonstrates how to use the Visualtek eam enlarger for 
visually impaired people.) Left to right are Hans Daigeler (MPP Nepean), | 
Yvonne O'Neil (MPP Ottawa - Rideau), Remo Mancini , Minister Responsible om 


‘Disabled Persons, and Dalton McGuinty (MPP Ottawa South). 


L’université Carleton 
recoit un “A” 
pour l’accessibilité 


Les étudiants handicapés de 
l’Université Carleton à Ottawa 
peuvent participer plus pleinement à 
la vie du campus grâce à un nouveau 
service de préposés aux soins. 

L'Université Carleton est déjà dotée 
des rampes d'accès et d’ascenseurs 
spéciaux, ainsi que de tunnels acces- 
sibles reliant entre eux les immeubles 
du campus, et la bibliothèque Mac- 
Odrum met à la disposition des per- 
sonnes ayant un handicap visuel un 
appareil d'aide à la lecture, Visualtek. 
Mais en outre, Carleton est mainte- 
nant la première université au Canada 
à offrir aux étudiants handicapés un 
service permanent de préposés aux 
soins. 

Récemment, le ministre délégué aux 
Affaires des personnes handicapées, 
M. Remo Mancini, s’est rendu à 
l'université pour visiter les installa- 
tions. Quelques députés provinciaux 
l’accompagnaient à cette occasion, M. 
Hans Daigeler (Nepean), Mme 
Yvonne O’Neill (Ottawa Rideau), M. 
Dalton McGuinty (Ottawa Sud) et 
Bob Chiarelli (Ottawa Ouest). 

“Il est réconfortant de savoir 
qu'avec la mise en oeuvre de ce serv- 
ice, un des principaux obstacles à 
l'éducation des personnes handi- 


capées est aboli. En leur offrant ce 
service, l’Université Carleton fait en 
sorte que les étudiants handicapés! 
reçoivent les soins dont ils ont besoin! 
quand ils en ont besoin”, à déclaré M. 
Mancini. 

Cette année, l’Université Carleton a 
recule prix spécial du ministre, dansle 
cadre de la remise des Prix du premier 
ministre pour l’accessibilité, organisé 
par l'Office des personnes 
handicapées, en reconnaissance du 
programme d’appui à la fois global et 
novateur qu'elle a mis en oeuvre à 
l'intention des étudiants handicapés. 

“Autant que je sache, il s’agit du seul 
programme de soins offert jusqu’ à 
présent dans une université. La. 
plupart des universités n'offrent. 
aucun service aux étudiants 
handicapés,” a déclaré M. Larry 
McCloskey, coordonnateur des serv- 
ices aux étudiants handicapés dé 
een Carleton. | 

L'an dernier, le ministère des Servs 
ices sociaux et communautaires a 
octroyé une subvention de 65 000 $ a 
l'Université Carleton pour lui per- 
mettre d'augmenter les heures 
d'ouverture du service de préposés 
aux soins. Auparavant, le service 
n'était disponsible que le matin et le 
soir. 

D'ici l’automne, 10 étudiants pro- 
fiteront de l’expansion de ce service 
de soins lorsque la subvention provin: 
ciale aura atteint près de 100 000 $. 


| Community facilities 
made accessible 


with new fund 
By Helena Katz 


| Hearing impaired persons can partici- 
pate in community events at the Pro 
Cathedral of the Assumption in North 
Bay following the instalment of an FM 
system in its meeting facilities. And 
 mobility-impaired members of the 
Greater Windsor Senior Citizen’s As- 
sociation have an easier time entering 
the association’s building since the 
entrance was renovated. 

These two groups are among the 71 
Organizations across the province 
which received funding from the 

Access Fund, a $15-million program 
of the Office for Disabled Persons and 
the Office for Senior Citizens Affairs. 

The fund provides up to $50,000 in 

Matching grants to private nonprofit 
organizations looking to renovate 
their existing community meeting fa- 
cilities to accommodate the access 
needs of elderly and disabled persons. 

Types of renovations being funded 
include washrooms, lifts, ramps, the 
installation of infra-red or FM systems 
and way-finding systems. “Anything 
that will enhance the elderly or dis- 
abled person’s abilities to take part in 
community events,” said Doug Mayer, 
Access Fund coordinatior. 

Christ Church United, in Clarkson, 
received a grant of $17,500 to renovate 
washrooms, construct a new entrance 
and complete the installation of a new 
elevating device. 

Most of the groups receiving fund- 
ing have been religious organizations 
and service clubs like the Canadian 
Legion. “I would like to see consumer 
groups getting involved,” Mayer said. 

The next deadlines for the Access 
Fund are October 1, 1988, April 1, 1989 

and October 1, 1989. 
_ For applications or information 
contact: 


| 


The Access Fund 
Macdonald Block 
Room M1-341 
Queens Park 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 1N3 
or phone 1-800-387-4456. 
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Access to Christ Church United in Clarkson has been improved with help from the 
Renovations were made to the entrance and washrooms and a new 


Access Fund. 
elevating device was installed. 


Des fonds pour faciliter l'accès 
des personnes handicapées ou âgées 
aux activités communautaires 


Les malentendants peuvent désormais 
participer aux activités commun- 
autaires à la cathédrale de 
l’Assomption à North Bay, depuis 
qu'un système FM a été installé dans 
les salles de réunion. Et les membres 
de l'Association des personnes âgées 
du grand Windsor qui ont de la diffi- 
culté à se déplacer peuvent mainte- 
nant accéder plus facilement à 
l'immeuble de l'Association, depuis 
que l'entrée en a été rénovée. 

Ces deux groupes font partie des 71 
organismes de la province qui ont reçu 
des subventions du fonds Accès, un 
programme de 15 millions de dollars 
administré conjointement par l'Office 
des personnes handicapées et l'Office 
des personnes âgées. 

Le fonds Accès octroie une subven- 
tion pouvant aller jusqu’ à 50 000 $ et 
égale aux fonds consacrés par les or- 
ganismes privés à but non lucratif 
pour la rénovation de leurs installa- 
tions communautaires actuelles afin 
d’en permettre l’accès aux personnes 
âgées et aux personnes handicapées. 

Les subventions sont octroyées pour 
des rénovations diverses, notamment 


l'installation de toilettes, d’élévateurs, 
de rampes, de systèmes 
d’amplificateur infra-rouge ou FM et 
de systèmes aidant à trouver son che- 
min. “Bref, tout ce qui favorise la part- 
icipation des personnes âgées et des 
personnes handicapées aux activités 
de la collectivité”, a expliqué Doug 
Mayer, coordonnateur du fonds 
Accès. 

La majorité des organismes qui ont 
reçu des subventions jusqu’à présent 
sont des organismes religieux et des 
associations comme la Légion royale 
canadienne. “J'aimerais voir des 
groupes de consommateurs s'engager 
dans ce mouvement”, a-t-il ajouté. 

Les prochaines dates d'échéance 
pour la soumission de projets au fonds 
Accès sont le ler octobre 1988, le ler 
avril 1989 et le ler octobre 1989. 

Pour obtenir des formules de de- 
mandes de subventions ou pour de 
plus amples renseignements, veuillez 
vous adresser au Fonds Accés, Edifice 
Macdonald, bureau M1-341, Queen’s | 
Park, Toronto (Ontario) M7A 1N3, ou 
composer le 1-800-387-4456. 
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Independence Afloat launches 
skilled disabled sailors 


Accessibility takes on a new meaning 
as Toronto's Independence Afloat 
gears up for the busy sailing season 
ahead. 

"We have literally opened up Lake 
Ontario for disabled persons. I don't 
think you could get any more acces- 
sible than that," says Independence 
Afloat chairman Bob Townsend. 

This is the ninth season Independ- 
ence Afloat instructors have success- 
fully taught the fundamentals of sail- 
ing to disabled youth and adults in 
Toronto. 

In fact, Independence Afloat has 
been so successful it now graduates 
more than 120 eager sailors every 
season. This year, two graduates were 
accepted by Operation Raleigh, an 
international youth outreach pro- 
gram founded by Prince Charles. 


"We teach disabled people to do 
everything an able-bodied person 
can do and some. Our students have 
a lot to offer too, and in turn we give 
them a sense of independence they 
may not get anywhere else," said 
Townsend. 

Based out of the Harbourfront 
Nautical Centre, on Toronto's 
waterfront, Independence Afloat 
operates with five bombardier 4.8 
dinghies and two small keelboats. 
Participants in the program are 
required to be able to swim, tread 
water in some form, and be able to 
transfer in and out of a wheelchair 
with minimal help. Seminars run all 
summer. 

For more information contact Bob 
Townsend at (416) 868-3207. 


Toronto's Independence Afloat gears up for the 
season. At top left Tracy Schmitt comes ashore 
as Michelle Trudeau looks on. Above, Troy 
Peterson enjoys a sail. Left, is a dock scene. 


Canoe school offers 
integrated program 


A few years ago, the Harbourfront 
Canoe School joined with Independ- 
ence Afloat in a regatta. 

From that day on, the canoe school 
has offered integrated programs for 
disabled adults and children. 

And if you live in the Metro 
Toronto area and enjoy year-round 
activities, you may be interested in 
the additional programs offered by 
the Harbourfront Canoe and Nordic } 
Ski School. | 

Located at Harbourfront's Nauti- || 
cal Centre, the school offers hiking, || 
canoeing, camping, Nordic skiing, |] 
kayaking and a variety of other ac- 
tivities. 


For more information contact 
Steve Magee at (416) 861-1233. 


Theatre group tackles public prejudice about disabilities 


y Helena Katz 
| 


À disabled woman brings home her 
boyfriend. All the family members are 
disabled and are outraged that the 
woman wants to marry her non-dis- 
abled boyfriend. This reverse situ- 
ation is a skit from the Rolling Thun- 
der Theatre Company’s play The Off 
Ramp. 

_ Three years ago an administrator at 
Brantford’s Participation House, a 
tesidence for disabled adults, em- 
barked on a project to sensitize people 
to disabilities. Instead of sending outa 
pamphlet she decided to form a the- 
atre group to carry their message. 

_ From this project was born, the Roll- 
ing Thunder Theatre Company an in- 
tegrated troupe which has performed 
more than 600 shows in 60 cities 
across Canada. Three of the five actors 
have cerebral palsy. 

Using theatre as a sensitization tool 
“helps take the first step in raising 
public awareness of the issues faced by 
disabled people,” says artistic director 
Larry Brown. He adds that most of 
their ideas are taken from real experi- 
ences. The issues the group most often 
deal with are prejudice, fear of dis- 
abled persons and employment. 
“When people meet a disabled per- 
son they see the disability first. We 
want to show the individual behind 
the disability,” says Brown. 


Grant awarded to 
disabled horseback 
riding program 


A Wintario development grant of 
$21,640 has been awarded by the 
Ministry of Tourism and Recreation to 
a program that offers horseback rid- 
ing sessions to physically disabled 
children and young adults. 

_ The grant to the Central Ontario 
Development Riding Program will be 
used to hire a public relations officer 
and a project manager on a part-time 
basis, to expand services into Waterloo 
and Wellington counties and to train 
volunteers and board members in 
fundraising. 


“Audiences are quiet at the begin- 
ning of the show, because we say 
things they were told not to say or 
laugh at,” says Brown. “But by the 
end people are laughing.” 

Brown said one thing people have 
been taught not to do is ask questions 
about a person’s disability. One 
vignette has a non-disabled young- 


ster asking a man with cerebral palsy 
“Why are your legs all wired up?” 
Recently, Rolling Thunder partici- 
pated in From the Ground Up, a na- 
tional festival of Canadian profes- 
sional and community-based theatres. 
The festival received $12,500 from the 
Community Action Fund of the On- 
tario Office for Disabled Persons. 


Une troupe de théâtre s'attaque aux 
préjugés envers les personnes handicapées 


Une femme scandalise les membres de 
sa famille, tous handicapés : elle veut 
épouser son petit ami qui ne souffre 
d'aucun handicap. Cette scène satiri- 
que, tirée de la pièce intitulée "The Off 
Ramp' de la Rolling Thunder Theatre 
Company, inverse l'ordre des choses. 

Il y a trois ans, une administratrice 
de la Participation House de 
Brantford, foyer pour adultes 
handicapés, a entrepris un projet 
visant à sensibiliser le public à la situ- 
ation des personnes handicapées. Au 
lieu de rédiger un dépliant, elle a 
choisi de créer une troupe de théâtre. 

C'est ainsi qu'a été formée la Rolling 
Thunder Theatre Company, troupe 
qui a présenté plus de 600 spectacles 
dans 60 villes du pays. Trois des cinq 
comédiens qui en font partie sont at- 
teints de paralysie cérébrale. 

Selon le directeur artistique, M. 
Larry Brown, le fait de se servir du 
théâtre comme moyen de sensibilisa- 
tion "aide à faire prendre conscience 
au public des problèmes auxquels 
doivent faire face les personnes 
handicapées." M. Brown souligne 
également que la troupe s'inspire le 
plus souvent de faits réels. 

Les préjugés, la peur des personnes 
handicapées et l'emploi sont les ques- 
tions les plus fréquemment abordées 
par la troupe. "Lorsque les gens ren- 
contrent une personne handicapée, ce 
qu'ils remarquent en premier, c'est son 
handicap. Nous voulons faire 
découvrir la personne que dissimule 
ce handicap," ajoute M. Brown. 


"Au début de la pièce, l'auditoire est 
silencieux car nous disons des choses 
qui normalement ne se disent pas, ou 
dont on ne doit pas rire, dit M. Brown. 
Mais vers la fin, les gens rient de bon 
coeur." 

Selon M. Brown, l'une des choses 
que les gens ont appris, c'est de ne pas 
poser de questions à une personne au 
sujet de son handicap. Dans une scène, 
on voit un jeune non handicapé de- 
mander à un hommeatteint de paraly- 
sie cérébrale : "Qu'est-ce qu'elles ont, 
tes jambes, à bouger comme ça?" 

La troupe Rolling Thunder a par- 
ticipé récemment au festival national 
de théâtre ‘From the Ground Up’, où 
étaient en vedette des troupes profes- 
sionnelles et communautaires du 
pays. Le festival a reçu 12 500 $ du 
Fonds d'initiatives communautaires 
de l'Office des personnes handicapées 
de l'Ontario. 


By studying how jumping 
spiders send fluid to their legs to 
jump because they don't have 
any muscles to do the job, 
Toronto engineer, Gordon Dow- 
ton designed the “alternative 
vehicle.” 

John Hastings, 23, of Toronto 
performs gymnastics routines 
with the vehicle at Variety Vil- 
lage Sport and Fitness Centre. 
He is one of three people chosen 
to test the recreational vehicle 
which goes into production this 
September. Dowton explains 
that hydraulic cylinders behind 
Hastings’ knees and back make 
his legs function when he moves 
his upper body. 


| 
Canadians are more aware of the 
achievements of disabled persons and 
the need to remove remaining barriers 
to their integration into Canadian soci- 
ety, thanks to the first annual National 
Access Awareness Week, held May 29 
to June 4. 

_ Stephen Little, manager of the Com- 
munity Initiatives section of the On- 
tario Office for Disabled Persons, who 
was NAAW’s Organizing Committee 
chairman, said “more than 300 com- 
munities across Canada organized 
events. Using a five-star approach, 
Canadians were asked to examine 
their community to ensure accessibil- 
ity in transportation, housing, em- 
ployment, recreation and education.” 
Little is pleased with the results of the 
first year and said " we'll build on our 
success." 

Special events during the week in- 
cluded a black tie gala in Ottawa, a 
public awareness campaign in Dry- 
den, an open house/art exhibit in 


Toronto, workshops in Hamilton and 
a basketball game in Windsor (local 
celebrities versus wheelchair ath- 


Water colour artist Hazel Self and Bruno Kuemin, owner of Artists First Gallery in 
Toronto, celebrate National Access Awareness Week at the Minister's Open House/ Art 
Exhibit. Her work, along with the work of other disabled artists remains on display at 
the Office for Disabled Persons. 


letes) and more — all emphasizing 
the need to integrate disabled and 
non-disabled Canadians. 


Students spend summer working with agencies 


By Helena Katz 


The public could become more aware 
of developmental disability with a 
little help from Irvinder Bhatia. She’ll 
be working this summer as an infor- 
mation officer assistant at the Cana- 
dian Association for Community Liv- 
ing in Toronto. Part of her job includes 
preparing information packages for 
the public about developmental dis- 
ability 

She’s one of 37 students who will 
spend the summer with agencies 
which work on behalf of disabled per- 
sons. The Canadian Association for 
Community Living is one of the 15 
agencies to hire students in jobs rang- 
ing from clerical positions and re- 
Search positions to counsellors at a 
camp for deaf persons. The project, 
part of Summer Experience '88, is op- 
erated by the Ontario Office for Dis- 
abled Persons. 
_ “The Summer Experience program 
i isagood way for students to get job ex- 
perience in their chosen field,” Diana 


McCauley, the program co-ordinator 
explained. 

Some agencies participating in the 
project are: the Ontario Medical Asso- 
ciation, the Canadian Hearing Society, 
the Handicapped Action Group Incor- 
porated, Disabled People for Employ- 
ment Equity, Advocacy Resource 
Centre for the Handicapped, the Hugh 
MacMillan Medical Centre, the Cana- 
dian Rehabilitation Council for the 
Disabled, the Centre for Independent 
Living, in Toronto, the Centre for the 
Disabled in North Bay and Rapid 
Reading Improvement Corporation. 

The Ontario March of Dimes has 
hired nine students to assist commu- 
nity service managers with vocational 
needs surveys being conducted in 
Ottawa, Owen Sound, Oshawa, Wind- 
sor, Newmarket, Barrie, Mississauga, 
Sault Ste. Marie and Kingston/Peter- 
borough. 

Toronto’s Bob Rumball Association 
for the Deaf has hired 10 counsellors 


for its Parry Sound camp. Brent 
McMahon, who is quadraplegic, was 
hired as a program assistant sailing 
instructor with the Independence 
Afloat Sailing School at Toronto’s 
Harbourfront. 

Special efforts were made to hire 
disabled students for the positions. 
While the program’s usual age limit is 
15 to 24 years, the upper age limit is 29 
for disabled students. According to 
McCauley, "the majority of jobs were 
given to disabled students." 

The minimum wage is $3.70 per 
hour for those under 18 and $4.55 per 
hour for 18 years of age and over. 

About 7,500 students will find jobs 
in 34 Ontario government ministries 
and agencies through Summer Experi- 
ence ‘88. It is funded by the Ministry 
of Skills Development to provide ca- 
reer-related work experience for 
young people returning to full-time 
studies in the fall. 
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Andrew Clacken of North York carries the torch at the opening ceremonies of the 
1987 Ontario Games for the Physically Disabled. 


Ottawa and Nepean to co-host 1989 disabled games 


The cities of Ottawa and Nepean will 
receive funding from the Ministry of 
Tourism and Recreation to help co- 
host the Ontario Games for the Physi- 
cally Disabled to be held July 13-16, 
1989. 

A grant of $130,000 will be used to 
offset accommodation, travel, meal 
and administration costs associated 
with the bi-annual competition. 

“Athletic competition requires 
talent, determination and sacrifice,” 


said Ontario Minister of Tourism and 
Recreation Hugh P. O’Neil. My min- 
istry is committed to assisting Ontario 
athletes reach their potential.” 

More than 400 blind, amputee, 
wheelchair and cerebral palsy athletes 
will compete in the Junior and Open 
Class levels of the summer games. 

For more information contact 

games consultant Eugene Todd at: 
(416) 965-3720. 


Apartment program provides relief for caregivers 


An estimated $160,000 for new serv- 
ices for developmentally handi- 
capped people and their families in the 
London area was announced by the 
Ministry of Community and Social 
Services. 

The one-year funding allocation will 
help establish an apartment relief 
program and an associate family pro- 
gram. In addition to the existing 
weekend respite program, these pro- 
grams will offer temporary relief for 
individuals and families caring for de- 
velopmentally disabled children and 
adults. 

The programs will be offered 
through the London and District Asso- 
ciation for the Mentally Retarded 
(LDAMR). 


“The existing weekend program 
wasn’t meeting the needs of all Lon- 
don families and they asked us for 
more flexible options,” said Keith 
Hudson, executive director of the 
LDAMR. “We have now developed 
solutions that will meet most of their 
needs.” 

The apartment program will pro- 
vide individual families with up to 
four weeks of temporary relief. It will 
be available on both an emergency and 
planned basis to care for develop- 
mentally handicapped children and 
adults. 

For more information contact Bob 
Brennan at the Ministry of Commu- 
nity and Social Services at: 

(519) 663-2136. 


Hiking trails are 
now accessible 
to everyone 


This summer's edition of ‘Bruce Trail 
News’ focuses on hiking trails acces- 
sible to everyone. 

Although the Bruce Trail itself is not 
accessible, several others are. These 
include the Arboretum at the Univer- 
sity of Guelph, the Rosetta McClain 
Gardens in Scarborough and the Lil- 
lian Langstaff Park in Richmond Hill. 

Paths have been widened and 
cleared of debris to allow wheelchairs 
and strollers to pass freely. 

A copy of this magazine can be ob- 
tained by sending $4 to: 

Bruce Trail News 
17 Marlborough Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario M5R 1X5 
(416) 964-7281 


Finlayson Resort receives 
Destinations North loan 


An Atikokan resort has been awardec 
a $29,700 Destinations North Capita 
Construction loan from the Ministry o 
Tourism and Recreation to assist witl 
the construction of three cabins, laun 
dry and washroom facilities designec 
to accommodate disabled persons. | 
Finlayson Resort has been operating 
since 1984. Owned by the DeGagné 
family, the resort is located at the south 
end of Finlayson Lake approximatel: 
19 kilometers (12 miles) north of thi 
Town of Atikokan. | 
For more information contact Lyni 
Arnold, tourism consultant, at: | 
| 

Ministry of Tourism and Recreation 
P. O. Box 815 | 

616 Mowat Ave. 

Fort Frances, Ontario 

P9A 3N1 | 

(807) 274-3259. 
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Le ministére des Transports allouera 
| des subventions d'initiative pour en- 
 courager des propriétaires de taxis à 
travers l'Ontario à introduire dans 
leurs parcs des taxis accessibles aux 
personnes handicapées. 

_ Des taxis accessibles sont déjà en 
service à Sudbury. Le ministère en 
visage la mise en service de ce pro- 
gramme à Markham, Mississauga, 
Ottawa et l'Aéroport international 


1 ( 


Ontario mayors - (L - R ) Charles White of Walden, Hazel McCallion of Mississauga, 
Mel Lastman of North York and acting mayor, Fred Beavis of Toronto (standing) - were 
pleased to receive recognition at the 1988 Premier's Awards for Accessibility. A building 
or park within each mayor's town or city was honored for a combination of good design 
and physical accessibility. Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons, Remo Mancini, 
presented 10 awards at the ceremony in the Metro Convention Centre in Toronto. 
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The Ministry of Transportation is pro- 
viding incentive grants to encourage 
taxi operators across Ontario to intro- 
duce accessible vehicles into their 
fleets. 
Accessible taxis are now on the road 
in Sudbury and future projects include 
‘Markham, Mississauga, Ottawa and 
the Pearson International Airport. 
_ “Asa rule, existing taxis do their best 
to transport the ambulatory disabled, 
senior citizens and individuals who 


Des taxis accessibles maintenant en service 


Lester B. Pearson. Présentement, des 
conducteurs de taxis font de leur 
mieux pour transporter des 
handicapés ambulatoires, des ainés, et 
des individus qui peuvent se déplacer 
de leur chaise roulante aux taxis," a dit 
M. Fulton. 

"Cependant, des gens qui ne 
peuvent pas se déplacer de leur chaise 
roulante ne peuvent pas utiliser les 
taxis ordinaires." 


oa 


Accessible taxi programs now on the road 


are able to transfer from their wheel- 
chairs,” said Minister of Transporta- 
tion Ed Fulton. “However, people 
who cannot transfer from their wheel- 
chairs are not able to use regular 
taxis.” 

In Europe and Vancouver, wheel- 
chair accessible taxis enable disabled 
persons to make trips when they wish. 

The province is currently negotiat- 
ing with a number of other munici- 
palities and operators across Ontario. 


Il existe déja des taxis accessibles 
aux chaises roulantes en Europe et a 
Vancouver qui aident les personnes 
handicapées à voyager quand elles 
veulent. 

Présentement le gouvernement de 
la province est en train de négocier 
avec des propriétaires de taxis. Le 
gouvernement s'attend a announcer 
les détails du premier projet bientôt. 


New help for Alzheimer 
patient caregivers 


A new $110,000 program to provide 
temporary relief to people caring for 
individuals with Alzheimer’s disease 
in the East Nipissing District has been 
announced by John Sweeney, 
Ontario’s Minister of Community and 
Social Services. 

The program, developed by Cassell- 
holme Home for the Aged and the 
North Bay chapter of the Ontario 
Alzheimer’s Society, will be operated 
by Cassellholme. It will offer tempo- 
rary in-home relief of up to 24 hours a 
week for people caring for friends and 
relatives with Alzheimer’s disease. 

“Caring for patients with this debili- 
tating disease is a 24- hour a day job,” 
said Mr. Sweeney. “The program will 
provide needed relief for the care- 
givers so that they can enjoy a break 
from their demanding responsibili- 
ties.” 

As part of the program, six qualified 
respite workers, under the supervi- 
sion of a program coordinator, will 
offer care based on the individual 
needs of the patient and family. More 
workers may be added to the program 
depending on the demand for serv- 
ices. 

Alzheimer’s disease is a chronic, 
progressive, irreversible, neurological 
disorder that destroys memory, lan- 
guage, judgment and other cognitive 
functions. There is no known cure or 
treatment for the disease. 

For more information contact Joe 
Tschirky at (705) 474-1519. 
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Que voyez-vous d'abord, Cit 


| Fiere de son indépendan 


n tas de chow 


nome, je mene unc 


Cest une question diattitude. 


ady ou son compagnon? 


Al I i a: WInONS. 
ne vie des plus les plus chères. Pourquot fe ferions-nous? 


Ontario 


Office des personnes handicapées 
Remo Mancini, Miniser 


Posters of Les and Cindy are available in French and English by writing: 
Pour se procurer des affiches de Les ou de Cindy en anglais ou en français, 
communiquer avec : 


Ontario Office for Disabled Persons, 700 Bay Street, 16th Floor, 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


Canadian Journal of the Deaf 


The Canadian Journal of the Deaf is a 
new publication which focuses on is- 
sues affecting deaf Canadians. Pro- 
duced by the Canadian Association of 
the Deaf, the journal utilizes a multi- 
disciplinary approach to present a 
comprehensive picture of life from a 
deaf consumer's point of view. 

The journal will be of use to profes- 
sionals and students directly or indi- 
rectly involved in the field of deafness, 
and to Canadians who are interested 
in the lives and concerns of persons 
who are deaf. While it is not bound by 
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any philosophy or methodology, the 
journal presents the objectives of the 
Canadian Association of the Deaf, 
chief of which is the right to self-deter- 
mination. It is published four times 
annually in both English and French. 
The Association also publishes a 
monthly newspaper called the Deaf 
Canadian Advocate. For $10 per year, 
both are available from: 

Canadian Association of the Deaf 
311-271 Spadina Road 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSR 2V3 


Funding facts for 
Canadian disabled 
students 


Funding Facts presents a synopsis of 
post-secondary education funding 
available for disabled citizens from 
both federal and provincial govern 
ment programs, non-profit or primary 
support organizations, as well as bur- 
saries and scholarships for disabled 
students. 

Resource offices provide informa- 
tion for obtaining funding assistance. 
This guide familiarizes the student / 
service provider with resource office 
relevant to post-secondary education 
or other training programs. It also 
provides provincial listings of ad- 
dresses and telephone numbers to 
access information. The cost is $24 
including postage. 

To order write: 

Sureen Publishing 
22 Moon Road, #302 | 
Downsview, Ontario 
M3J 255 


Just Cause 


Just Cause is published four times a 
year by the Canadian Legal Advocacy, 
Information and Research Association 
of the Disabled (CLAIR). CLAIR's goal 
is to ensure the mainstream Canadian 
legal system understands and ad- 
dresses the unique legal needs and 
concerns of disabled Canadians. 

Readers are invited to submit ar 
ticles and letters to the editor. CLAIR 
is anxious to receive submissions fo1 
three editions in the 1988 calendar 
year: Charter Review, Independent 
Lifestyles and Victims of Crime. 

Just Cause is available in both Eng: 
lish and French (“En Toute Justice”) 
and in print and cassette formats. 

Direct all correspondence to : 

CLAIR/Just Cause 
315 - 85 Hastey Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIN 6N5 
(613) 230-8515 


Remo Mancini 
 Minister/ministre 


Office for Disabled Persons/Office des personnes handicapées 


Kids of all ages attended the sixth annual R.E.A.C.H. for the Rainbow Day at 
Ontario Place. Story on page 2. 
Les enfants de tous âges ont participé à la sixième journée annuelle R.E.A.C.H. 
for the Rainbow tenue à Place Ontario. Voire en page 2. 


Program and s service information updated 


A 71-page updated version of the 
"Guide to Ontario Government Pro- 
grams and Services for Disabled 
Persons" is now available from the 
Ontario Office for Disabled Persons. 

The guide provides information on 
la wide range of government pro- 
_grams and services nec) income 
| 


LA 
' 
| 


maintenance, housing, education, 
transportation, health services, em- 
ployment and recreation. 

For copies of the guide in English, 
French or audiotape contact the On- 
tario Office for Disabled Persons. 
Portuguese, Italian and Chinese 
editions will be available this fall. 


Ontario 


Fall / Automne 1988 


Stats published 


For the first time, statistical Ho 
tion on the disabled population in 
Ontario has been published by the 
Ontario Office for Disabled Persons. 
The material was drawn from the 
Canadian Health and Disability Sur- 
vey which was based on household 
interviews by Statistics Canada. 

In releasing the bilingual docu- 
ment, Remo Mancini, Ontario Minis- 
ter for Disabled Persons, said that 
consumer organizations, service pro- 
viders and government planners 
“have this information available to 
them for the firsttime. We have used 
colored graphs and short texts to 
make it user friendly to both technical 
and non-technical users.” 

The Office plans to update the 
statistics when data becomes avail- 
able for analysis at the provincial level 
from Statistics Canada’s 1986 Health 
and Activity Limitation Survey. 


Le Guide des services 
est maintenant mis a jour 


Une version a jour de la brochure de 
71 pages intitulée Guide des pro- 
grammes et services du gouverne- 
ment de l'Ontario à l'intention des 
personnes handicapées est mainte- 
nant disponible à l'Office des person- 
nes handicapées de l'Ontario. 

Ce Guide donne des renseigne- 
ments sur un vaste éventail de pro- 
grammes et de services du gouverne- 
ment, notamment en matière de 
maintien du revenu, de logement, 
d'éducation, de transport, de services 
de santé, d'emploi et de loisirs. 

Pour obtenir des exemplaires du 
Guide en français, en anglais ou sur 
bande sonore, veuillez communiquer 
avec l'Office des personnes 
handicapées de l'Ontario. Les ver- 
sions portugaise, italienne et chinoise 
du Guide seront disponibles cet 
automne. 


Rainbow Day bridges barriers 


By Jan Moore 

It was a day of songs, dance, puppets 
and fun, as disabled and non-dis- 
abled children joined together for the 
sixth annual R.E.A.C.H. for the Rain- 
bow Day held at Ontario Place. 

R.E.A.C.H. for the Rainbow is a 
non-profit, voluntary organization of 
parents, professionals, concerned 
individuals and groups which are 
committed to promoting R.E.A.C.H. - 
- the Rewards of Education and 
Awareness of Children's Handicaps. 
Their goals are to create friendly envi- 
ronments where non-disabled and 
disabled children can mingle and 
learn more about each other and to 
improve on ways that children with 
disabilities and their families can par- 
ticipate more fully in the community. 

R.E.A.C.H. was started by Donna 
Trella, whose daughter has brain 
damage. She realized the need to 
sensitize the public about disabilities 
and integration after an angry father 
of a non-disabled child suggested 
that Trella's daughter should not be 
out in public. 

This year R.E.A.C.H. started Proj- 
ect Rainbow to integrate children with 
disabilities into regular overnight 
camp programs. Three Ontario 


camps were involved in the project: 
Camp Brebeuf in Rockton, Camp Hill- 
top in Bala and Glen Mhor Camp in 
Baysville. 


Leonard Collins, Project 
Rainbow's co-ordinator, said "it's a 
great first step. All the camps we've 
been involved with have said they'd 
like the kids to come back next year. 
Camp is good for children and chil- 
dren with special needs are no ex- 
ception.” 

The purpose of Project Rainbow is 
to help children with mental disabili- 
ties learn to build their social skills 
and self-confidence in an integrated 
recreational setting. 

Collins said “we've affected more 
than 2,000 children this year -- only 
50 who have disabilities. Non-dis- 


‘abled participants in the program 


acquired changed ideas about dis- 
abilities. We've found that with kids, 
the difference doesn't really make a 
difference. The kids made friends re- 
gardless of differing abilities.” 

Next year, Collins hopes to ex- 
pand the number of camps involved. 
Much of the funding for Project Rain- 
bow comes from the Ontario minis- 
tries of Community and Social Serv- 
ices and Tourism and Recreation. 

For more information contact: 

R.E.A.C.H. for the Rainbow 

59 Clement Road 

Etobicoke, Ontario 

MOR 1Y5 

(416) 249-7729 


Campers lounge by the pool at Camp Brebeuf to plan the day's activities. 
Les campeurs se reposent prés de la piscine du camp Brébeuf et planifient les 
activités du jour. 


Remo Mancini 
Minister's message 


A major issue for disabled persons 
is transportation. While most of us 
take for granted the freedom to travel 
to school, jobs, see friends and go 
shopping, disabled persons still face 
a number of barriers. Although it be- 
comes much easier if a disabled per- 
son drives, right now there are prob- 
lems with disabled parking programs 
in many Ontario towns and Cities. 

Today many municipalities have a 
disabled parking program for drivers 
who have Ontario licence plates 
marked with the international disabil- 
ity logo, the blue wheelchair. But this 
is not consistent across Ontario, so 
disabled drivers in some areas find 
themselves getting parking tickets. 
There are also too many non-dis- 
abled persons parking in spots desig- 
nated for disabled drivers and we 
need more vigilant enforcement. 

In August, | spoke on this vital topic 
at the annual conference of the Asso- 
ciation of Municipalities of Ontario. 
The Office for Disabled Persons, the 
Office for Senior Citizens Affairs, the 
Ministries of Municipal Affairs, the So- 
licitor-General and Transportation 
along with the AMO, the Ontario 
Police Commission, Ontario Traffic 
Conference, the Ontario Good Roads 
Association and others are making a 
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| 
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| 


| 


| concerted effort to develop a model 


by-law to make parking easier for dis- 


abled drivers across the province. 


The Ontario Ministry of Transpor- 


, tation, in co-operation with my Office, 
| the Solicitor-General and Municipal 


Affairs is also developing a portable 


| permit system that would provide 
| greater confidentiality for disabled 
| drivers, as well as allowing them to 
| transfer it between vehicles. Under 
| this system a permit holder would 
require medical certification of dis- 


ability according to provincially-es- 


tablished eligibility guidelines, rather 
| thanthe present system of self-decla- 


| 


ration which is open to abuse. These 
important changes to disabled park- 
ing programs will improve disabled 
persons’ freedom to work, travel and 
in general take part in community ac- 
tivities. 


King Clancy nominations invited 


Each February the King Clancy 
Awards are presented to distin- 
guished Canadians who have made 
significant contributions to help dis- 
abled citizens achieve a more re- 
warding lifestyle. 

The awards were established in 
November 1986 by the Toronto-Don 
Valley Rotary Club, to commemo- 
rate the contributions of an inspira- 
tional humanitarian and hockey 
great, Francis Michael Clancy, better 
known as King Clancy. Itrecognizes 
individuals whose outstanding ac- 
complishments have helped in- 
crease public awareness about the 
potential of disabled persons. 
Through their efforts, these 
individuals have inspired others to 


become active and contributing 
members of society. Last year’s 
winners were Mona Winberg, 
Toronto SUN columnist, Dr. Robert 
Jackson, founder of the Canadian 
Wheelchair Sports Association and 
Beryl Potter, advocate for the rights 
of disabled persons and president of 
the Ontario Action Awareness Asso- 
Ciation. 

Suggestions for recipients of this 
year’s awards should be sent before 
the end of November to: 

Canadian Foundation for 

Physically Disabled Persons 

204 Queen Street West 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5V 122 

(416) 977-8723 


Message du ministre Remo Mancini 


L’une des plus importantes questions 
touchant les personnes handicapées 
est celle du transport. Alors que la 
plupart d’entre nous prenons pour 
acquis la liberté de se déplacer pour 
se rendre à l'école, au travail ou 
visiter un ami, les personnes 
handicapées éprouvent encore de 
nombreuses difficultés. Bien que la 
situation des personnes handicapées 
capables de conduire une automobile 
se soit améliorée, il existe toujours 
des problèmes dans plusieurs 
municipalités et villes de l'Ontario au 
sujet des programmes de stationne- 
ment pour les personnes 
handicapées. 

À l'heure actuelle, de nombreuses 
municipalités ont adopté un pro- 
gramme de stationnement pour les 
personnes handicapées dont le 
véhicule est doté d'une plaque 
d’immatriculation portant le symbole 
international des personnes 
handicapées illustrant un fauteuil 
roulant bleu. Mais ces programmes 
ne sont pas uniformes et un grand 
nombre d’automobilistes handicapés 
écopent de contraventions pour sta- 
tionnement illégal. Il y a aussi un trop 
grand nombre d’automobilistes quine 
sont pas handicapés utilisant les 
places de stationnement réservées. 


Une application plus rigoureuse des 
règlements est nécessaire afin de 
corriger cette situation. 

Au cour du mois d'août, j'ai pro- 
noncé une allocution sur ce sujet 
important à l'occasion de la 
conférence annuelle de l'Association 
des municipalités de l'Ontario. 
L'Office des personnes handicapées 
et l'Office des personnes âgées, les 
ministères des Affaires municipales, 
du Solliciteur général et des Trans- 
ports, AMO, de même que la Com- 
mission de police de l'Ontario, 
l'Ontario Traffic Conference, l'Ontario 
Good Road Association et d'autres 
organismes semblables font un effort 
concerté dans le but d'élaborer un 
règlement municipal type qui permet- 
tra de faciliter le stationnement des 
automobilistes handicapés dans 
toute la province. 

Le ministère des Transports de 


l'Ontario, en collaboration avec 
l'Office des personnes handicapées 
et les ministères du Solliciteur 
général et des Affaires municipales, 
élabore présentement un système de 
permis qui permettra aux automobi- 
listes handicapés de bénéficier d'une 
plus grande confidentialité et de 
transférer le permis à d’autres 
véhicules. Ce système exigera 
qu'une personne fournisse un certifi- 
cat médical attestant son handicap, 
conformément à des directives 
provinciales d'admissibilité, plutôt 
que le présent système qui se prête à 
des abus. Grâce à ces modifications 
importantes aux programmes de sta- 
tionnement pour les personnes 
handicapées, celles-ci bénéficieront 
d'une plus grande liberté de 
déplacement, que ce soit pour se 
rendre au travail, voyager ou partici- 
per à des activités communautaires. 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
Pour obtenir des exemplaires imprimés, sur bande sonore ou pour 


un changement d'adresse composer le : 


1-800-387-4456 


Comments or suggestions should be mailed to the Editor: 


Pour tous commentaires et suggestions, communiquer avec : 
Ontario Office for Disabled Persons, 700 Bay Street, 16th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 / L'Office des personnes handicapées 
de l'Ontario, 700, rue Bay,16e étage, Toronto (Ontario) M5G 1Z6 


Nouvelles statistiques sur les Ontariens handicapes 


L'Office des personnes 
handicapées de l'Ontario vient de 
publier des statistiques sur les per- 
sonnes vivant avec une incapacité 
en Ontario. Le matériel est tiré de 
l'Enquête sur la santé et l'incapacité 
au Canada basée sur des entrevues 
à domicile menées par Statistique 
Canada. 

En annonçant la publication de 
cet ouvrage bilingue, le ministre 
délégué aux Personnes 
handicapées de l'Ontario, M. Remo 
Mancini, a déclaré que les organis- 
mes d'usagers, les fournisseurs de 
services et les planificateurs du 
gouvernement “ont pour la première 
fois cette information à portée de la 
main. Nous nous sommes servi de 
tableaux en couleur et de courts 
textes afin de faciliter la consultation 
tant pour les experts que pour les 
personnes peu habituées à ce type 
de document.” 

L'Office entend mettre les statis- 
tiques à jour lorsque les données 
d'une enquête faite par Statistique 
Canada en 1986 sur la santé et la 
limitation des activités seront dis- 
ponibles pour fins d'analyse. 


Parry Sound store 
specializes in books 
concerning disability 


Parry Sound Books is a new mail 
order service specializing in 
books for and about people with 
special needs. It is operated by 
Alan and Charlotte Stein, parents 
of a disabled child. 

Their general retail bookshop 
will open in Parry Sound in Dec- 
ember 1988. There is also acata- 
logue available at $1.00 for post- 
age and handling. 


For further information, contact: 
Parry Sound Books 
41 Church Street 
Parry Sound, Ontario 
P2A 1Y6 


Two new publications available in French and English from the Ontario Office 


for Disabled Persons. 


Deux nouvelles publications de l'Office des personnes handicapées de 
l'Ontario sont disponibles en français et en anglais. 


Plans for 4,000 housing units okayed 


The Rayside-Balfour Handicapped 
Club and the Chapleau Association 
for the Mentally Retarded are among 
forty-seven non-profit housing or- 
ganizations in 22 municipalities that 
have been given the green light to 
develop plans for more than 4,000 af- 
fordable housing units, Housing Min- 
ister Chaviva Hosek has announced. 

Hosek said she was impressed 
that so many community-based spon- 
sors were showing such a strong 
commitment to affordable housing. 

“The program is designed to serve 
low and moderate-income people 
who cannot afford decent housing. | 
am pleased that so many new spon- 
sors have decided to get involved,” 
said Ms. Hosek. 

A portion of the units is being allo- 
cated to housing agencies wishing to 
produce accommodation for people 
requiring some form of support care 
services, with funding from the Minis- 
try of Community and Social Services 


and the Ministry of Health. 

The housing is being sponsored by 
municipal and private non-profit cor- 
porations and non-profit co-opera- 
tives. If they meet the program re- 
quirements, they will be able to pro- 
duce the housing. The Ministry of 
Housing is offering sponsors interest- 
free loans equal to 35 per cent of the 
Capital cost of each project. 

The initiative will involve more than 
$100-million in capital funding by the 
ministry, and on-going subsidies will 
eventually amount to more than $19- 
million each year. 

The 4,004 units are in addition to 
the 30,000 affordable rental units 
pledged in the April provincial budget. 
In total, the ministry is committed to 
producing 55,000 units over the next 
three to five years. 


par Alexandra Hotz 


| {préparé par le Service des relations publiques de VIA Rail Canada) 


Même si les voyages sont souvent 
une expérience enrichissante, ils 
peuvent être parfois une aventure 
inquiétante pour plus d’un million de 
Canadiens qui sont handicapés. 

C'est pour cette raison que VIA 
Rail a élaboré un programme étendu 
visant à aider les passagers qui ont 
des besoins spéciaux. Au cours des 
huit dernières années, près de sept 
millions de dollars ont été dépensés 
dans le but d'améliorer l'accessibilité 
des trains et des gares. 

Ces dispositions comprennent des 
services d'embarquement ( à la gare 
de départ seulement), la disponibilité 
de fauteuils roulants dans 20 gares et 
de plates-formes surélevées dans 
deux gares, l'installation d’attaches 


de fauteuils roulants dans certains 
wagons, des menus spéciaux (servis 
au siège des passagers ou dans les 
wagons-lits dans tous les trains 
offrant un service complet), 
l'installation d'un appareil de 
télécommunication pour les malen- 
tendants (ATME) relié au système de 
réservations de VIA Rail et le trans- 
port gratuit des personnes qui ac- 
compagnent les passagers qui ne 
peuvent se déplacer de façon auto- 
nome. Lorsque cela est disponible, 
les aveugles voyageant avec un 
chien-guide peuvent obtenir une 
chambrette pour le prix d'une 
couchette. 

Dans le but de faire connaître ces 
services, VIA Rail s’est associé cette 


Faites parvenir des candidatures 
au Prix King Clancy 


Chaque année, en février, les prix 
King Clancy sont présentés à des 
Canadiens qui ont contribué de 
façon importante à l'amélioration de 
la vie des personnes handicapées. 
Ces prix ont été créés en 
novembre 1986 par le club Rotary 
Toronto-Don Valley dans le but de 
commémorer l’humanisme exem- 
plaire et la ferveur sportive de 
Francis Michael Clancy, mieux 
connu sous le nom de King Clancy. 
Les prix visent à rendre hommage 
aux personnes dont les réalisations 
exceptionnelles ont contribué à 
accroître la sensibilisation du public 
à l'égard des possibilités des person- 
nes handicapées. Grâce à leurs ef- 
forts, ces personnes en ont incité 
d’autres à devenir actives dans ce 
domaine et à apporter une contribu- 


tion valable à la société. 

L'année dernière, les 
récipiendaires furent Mona 
Winberg, chroniqueuse au Toronto 
SUN, le Dr Robert Jackson, fon- 
dateur de l'Association canadienne 
des sports en fauteuil roulant et 
Beryl Potter, promotrice des droits 
des personnes handicapées et 
présidente de l'Ontario Action 
Awareness Association. 

Les suggestions relatives au 
choix des récipiendaires de cette 
année doivent être expédiées à 
l'adresse suivante : 


Canadian Foundation for 
Physically Disabled Persons 
204, rue Queen ouest 
Toronto (Ontario) 

M5V 122 


VIA Rail offre des services aux personnes 
ayant des besoins spéciaux 


année avec le Secrétariat d'État, 
Transports Canada, diverses asso- 
ciations de personnes handicapées 
et d'autres commanditaires à 
l'occasion de la Semaine nationale 
pour l'intégration des personnes 
handicapées qui a été célébrée du 29 
mai au 4 juin à travers le pays. Au 
cours de cette semaine, des 
démonstrations d’ascenseurs de 
fauteuils roulants, d’un modèle 
véritable d’un wagon diesel acces- 
sible (wagon auto-propulsé) et d'un 
ATME ont été organisées à la gare 
Centrale de Montréal et à la gare 
Union de Toronto les 30 mai et 3 juin 
derniers. Cette initiative avait pour 
but de démontrer les services offerts 
par VIA Rail aux personnes 
handicapées, dès que celles-ci font 
leurs réservations. 

Selon Marthe Fortin, chargée du 
programme de besoins spéciaux, 
“ces installations destinées aux pas- 
sagers ayant des besoins spéciaux 
ont permis à VIA Rail d’être à l'avant 
garde dans le domaine du transport 
des personnes handicapées.” 

En Ontario, des dispositifs 
d'accessibilité ont été aménagés 
dans plus de 40 gares, dont celles de 
Belleville, Brantford, Kingston, Lon- 
don, Ottawa, Sarnia, Thunder Bay, 
Toronto et Windsor. 

VIA Rail publiera cet automne une 
nouvelle édition de son guide des 
services destinés aux personnes 
ayant des besoins spéciaux. Des 
exemplaires de cette brochure seront 
distribués aux associations de per- 
sonnes handicapées, aux agences 
de voyages, à toutes les gares VIA 
Rail, de même qu'à tous les centres 
touristiques du pays. On peut aussi 
en obtenir un exemplaire en écrivant 
à l'adresse suivante : 

VIA Rail Canada Inc. 

Services des relations 

avec la clientèle 

C.P. 8116, Succ. “A” 

Montréal (Québec) 

H3C 3N3 


Compensation amendments for injured workers introduced 


Ontario Minister of Labour, Gregory 
Sorbara has introduced amendments 
to the Workers' Compensation Act 
aimed at making it fairer to both 
employees and employers and more 
effective in helping injured workers 
return to work. 

The proposed amendments in- 
clude provisions to create a dual- 
award system for workers with per- 
manent disabilities. The two-track 
approach will compensate workers 
for both non-economic loss and loss 
of earnings. 

The earnings-loss provisions re- 
place the current approach based on 
clinical impairment, which calculates 
compensation levels purely on the 
basis of the degree of physical impair- 
ment. 

The legislation will foster a greater 
emphasis on the goal of helping in- 
jured workers to return to the 
workforce earlier and more success- 
fully. 

An obligation will be placed on em- 
ployers to re-instate injured workers 
in the jobs they performed prior to 


Un reseau d'information sur les services 


their injury or face financial penalties. 

New obligations willbe imposed on 
the Workers’ Compensation Board to 
provide injured workers with voca- 
tional rehabilitation services on a 
timely basis to facilitate re-integration 
into the workforce. 

"We're going to make sure that an 
injury at work does not mean perma- 
nent exile from the workplace,” Sor- 
bara said. “Under the old system, the 
opportunity for injured workers to re- 
turn to their jobs was largely a matter 
of luck. The new system will make it 
a matter of priority.” 

Employers will be required to re-in- 
state workers who suffer an occupa- 
tional injury (after at least one year of 
continuous service) in their pre-injury 
job, or provide them with comparable 
employment. This obligation will re- 
main in force for up to two years from 
the time the injury takes place. 

Workers who are unable to per- 
form their pre-injury jobs will be en- 
titled to an offer from their employer of 
the first suitable job that becomes 
available. 


The Workers’ Compensation 
Board will be required to make early 
contact with injured workers (within 
45 days of injury) and provide prompt 
rehabilitation services, where appro- 
priate. An injured worker who has not 
returned to employment within six 
months of an injury has a right to a 
vocational rehabilitation assessment 
and to subsequent appropriate serv- 
ices. 

Employers will be required to con- 
tinue to contribute to injured workers’ 
health care, life insurance and pen- 
sion plans for up to one year after the 
injury. These contributions will be at 
the same levels as prior to the injury, 
and will be required provided employ- 
ees maintain their own share of contri- 
butions. 

"We're beginning the process by 
returning to the fundamental principle 
upon which workers’ compensation in 
this province was based -- to ensure 
that people do not suffer a financial 
loss as a result of an accident in the 
workplace,” Sorbara said. 


aux personnes handicapées est en voie d'élaboration 


À l'heure actuelle, les banques de 
données sur les services offerts aux 
personnes handicapées sont 
dispersées à travers la province. 
Toutefois, un nouveau comité a 
l'intention de corriger cette situation. 

Le comité consultatif sur les ban- 
ques de données, créé en mai dernier 
sera le premier organisme à travailler 
en ce sens. 

Le président du comité, Stephen 
Little, chef de la Section desinitiatives 
communautaires de l'Office des per- 
sonnes handicapées de l'Ontario, a 
indiqué que le comité désire 
déterminer le genre de renseigne- 
ments disponibles, la façon dont on a 
accès à ces renseignements et com- 
ment les personnes handicapées 
peuvent utiliser ces banques de 
données. 

“n'est pas nécessaire de centra- 
liser les renseignements dans une 


seule banque de données, souligne 
M. Little, puisqu’un réseau de ban- 
ques de données peut être mis sur 
pied.” Il ajoute que ce système ne 
devrait pas être accessible seule- 
ment par l'intermédiaire d'un ordi- 
nateur parce que les personnes qui 
ne possèdent pas un ordinateur 
doivent aussi y avoir accès. 

“Même si de plus en plus de ban- 
ques de données sont informatisées, 
nous devons également tenir compte 
du fait que les nombreuses sources 
de renseignements qui ne sont pas 
informatisées sont toutes aussi im- 
portantes”, explique M. Little. Les 
renseignements qui seront offerts par 
le réseau devront être les plus 
récents. “Les personnes qui seront 
chargées de la mise en oeuvre de ce 
projet devront s'engager à en assurer 
la réussite en veillant à ce que les 
renseignements soient constamment 


mis à jour”, a conclu M. Little. 

Les membres du comité sont De- 
borah Mayne, de Telebraille System 
Ltd., de London; Brian Hayday, de 
l'Ontario Prevention Clearing House; 
Nora Spinks, de North York Inter 
Agency and Community Council; 
Cathy McPherson, de Persons 
United for Self Help (P.U.S.H.); Marg 
Shaw, de Sunnybrook Aids-For-Liv- 
ing Resource Centre; Clarence Mey- 
ers, de l'Ontario Federation for the 
Cerebral Palsied; Jim Roots, de 
l'Association canadienne des sourds; 
Sandra Carpenter, de Disability Infor- 
mation Services of Canada 
(D.1.S.C.); et Susan Kitchener, ad- 
jointe aux politiques spéciales du 
ministre délégué aux Personnes 
handicapées, de méme que M. Little. 

Le comité doit soumettre son 
rapport final au ministre au mois de 
mars 1989. 


No matter how exhilarating, travel 
can sometimes be a stressful experi- 
ence, particularly if you happen to be 
one of the more than 1,000,000 Cana- 
dians affected by disabilities. 

With this in mind, VIA Rail Canada 
has set up a wide-ranging program for 
passengers with special needs and 
spent close to $7-million over the past 
eight years in improving the accessi- 


bility of both trains and stations. 


Options include pre-boarding (at 
the originating station only), wheel- 
chairs in stations, wheelchair lifts in 
20 stations, high level platforms at two 


| stations, wheelchair tie-downs on 


some trains, special meals (at-seat or 
in-room service on all full-service 


| trains), a Visual Ear (TDD) teletype 


link to VIA's reservation system (for 


the hearing impaired) and free coach 


accomodation for escorts of passen- 
gers who are not self-reliant. If avail- 


able, blind passengers travelling with 
guide-dogs are offered a roomette for 
the price of an upper berth. 

To highlight these services, this 
year VIA joined with the Secretary of 
State, Transport Canada, associa- 
tions for disabled persons and other 
corporate partners across the country 
to celebrate National Access Aware- 
ness Week, from May 29 to June 4. 
Demonstrations of a wheelchair lift, a 
full-scale section of an accessible rail 
diesel car (a self-generating unit not 
requiring an engine) and a Visual Ear, 
were held in Montreal's Central and 
Toronto's Union Stations on May 30 
and June 3. The idea was to show 
what disabled passengers can expect 
of VIA Rail, from the moment they 
make their reservations. 

"Already, VIA's facilities for pas- 
sengers with special needs make us 
leaders in the transportation field,” 
says Marthe Fortin, VIA Rail's project 
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VIA Rail employees Raymond Chenier (left) and Mark Hopkins, demonstrate 
a 15" wide wheelchair, specially designed to increase the mobility of disabled 
passengers on VIA trains. 

Deux employés de VIA Rail, Raymond Chénier ( à gauche) et Mark Hopkins 
expliquent le fonctionnement d'un fauteuil roulant d'une largeur de 15 pouces 
conçu pour accroître la mobilité des passagers handicapés dans les trains de 
VIA Rail. 


Rail travel makes tracks with new services 


| By Alexandra Hotz 
| (Submitted by Public Affairs, VIA Rail Canada) 


manager for special needs. 

In Ontario, more than 40 stations 
are accessible, including Belleville, 
Brantford, Kingston, Kitchener, Lon- 
don, Ottawa, Sarnia, Thunder Bay, 
Toronto and Windsor. 

VIA will publish a revised version of 
their special needs handbook this fall. 
Copies of the brochure will be distrib- 
uted to associations for disabled per- 
sons, travel agencies, VIA Rail sta- 
tions and travel centres across the 
country. Or write: 

VIA Rail Canada Inc. 

Customer Relations Department 

P.O. Box 8116 

Station "A" 

Montreal, Quebec 

H3C 3N3 


CRIME RISK EDUCATION 


Two new pamphlets, "Residential 
Security for People with Disabili- 
ties" and "Street Proofing People 
with Disabilities", are now available 
from the Crime Risk Education is 
Essential forthe Disabled (CREED) 
project. 

Project Coordinator Scott 
McArthur says CREED's goal is to 
"streetproof disabled people and 
make them knowledgeable about 
precautions they can take to leave 
themselves less open to being vic- 
timized." 

Last October it received a 
$44,000 Community Action Fund 
grant from the Ontario Office for 
Disabled Persons to make presen- 
tations to disabled persons and to 
produce pamphlets on crime pre- 
vention. Under the auspices of the 
Ontario Federation for the Cerebral 
Palsied, CREED is for people with 
physical and other disabilities. 

For free copies of the pamphlets 

contact: 

CREED Project 

Ontario Federation for the 

Cerebral Palsied 

1020 Lawrence Avenue West 

Suite 303 

Toronto, Ontario M6A 1C8 
(416) 787-4595 


Work offers independence to centre's clients 


By Jan Moore 

"Work is animportant way for adults to 
function in society, and of course, 
disabled persons are no different 
from anyone else," says Deena Edel- 
stein, director of the adult program at 
the Muki Baum Treatment Centre in 
Downsview. 

The centre works with people 
who've been diagnosed as having 
more than one disability (primarily de- 
velopmental and emotional prob- 
lems). The goal is to educate and 
rehabilitate clients so that they can 
function at their maximum level of 
potential and independence. Many of 
the centre's clients have been la- 
belled as not being treatable or as 
being unable to educate. The centre 
has programs for both children and 
adults. 

The adult program, begun in Sep- 
tember 1987, uses a therapeutic-edu- 
cational approach by combining work 
placement, classroom lessons in life 
skills such as cooking, banking and 
sewing and therapies such as dance, 
art, speech and psychotherapy. Each 
client has an individualized program. 

Clients attend the centre either full- 
time or part-time, depending on their 
readiness for on-the-job training. 

There are three subgroups. Group 
A clients have permanent part-time 
jobs in competitive, paid employment. 
Through the program, people work on 
building maintenance at Woolco 
Department Stores and Country Style 
Donuts and on the salad bar at 
Wendy's Restaurants. Initially, a staff 
member acts as a job coach or work 
supervisor to help clients handle any 
difficulties. At least one hour per day 
is spent at the centre for social inter- 
action and to provide emotional 
support. 

Group B clients also work outside 
of the centre, but are less independ- 
ent. They have a long-term job coach 
to assist them. They work half-days 
and spend the other half at the centre, 
developing life skills such as banking 
and budgeting. Jobs can be in food 
services, laundry or housekeeping. 
"Clients are encouraged to experi- 
ence a variety of work situations so 


as to develop likes and dislikes,” says 
Edelstein. 

Group C requires the most assis- 
tance, developmentally and emotion- 
ally. The focus is therefore on basic 
communication and independent liv- 
ing skills. Often clients do contract 
work at the centre, such as sorting 
and packing. 

"The awareness of employers is 
very high -- although few have expe- 
rience inthis area. They've never had 
the education on how to deal with the 
situation," says Edelstein. "There isa 
tremendous need for programs for 
dually-diagnosed adults. Muki Baum 
has 30 people on its waiting list. 
Based on statistics | have from other 


treatment centres inthe Toronto area, 
| believe that a conservative estimate 
is that close to 250 people are on 
waiting lists across Metro Toronto. 
That does not account for those who 
have given up or are unaware of the 
lists.” 

Funding is provided by the Ontario 
Ministry of Community and Social 
Services, the Ontario Ministry of 
Education and private contributions. 

For more information contact: 

The Muki Baum Treatment Centre 

111 Anthony Road 

Downsview, Ontario 

M3K 1B7 

(416) 633-3971 


Le service téléphonique de renseignements 
sur le SIDA dispose maintenant d'un ATME 


La ministre de la Santé, Mme Elinor 
Caplan, a annoncé que les malenten- 
dants, ou qu’ils soient dans la pro- 
vince, pourront désormais obtenir 
des renseignements confidentiels, en 
français et en anglais, sur le SIDA et 
son mode de transmission, en com- 
posant le numéro 1-800-267-7712. 

A l'aide de l'appareil de 
télécommunications pour malenten- 
dants (ATME), les personnes ayant 
une diminution de l’ouïe pourront dac- 
tylographier leurs questions sur le 
clavier de leur terminal ATS qui est 
relié à un terminal à Ottawa. Un 
conseiller dactylographiera alors, sur 
le terminal récepteur, sa réponse/ 
message qui s’imprimera chez 
l'abonné en empruntant les lignes 
téléphoniques. 

Mme Judy Rebick de la Société 


Disabled persons in Third World 
countries can benefit greatly from 
used eyeglasses, wheelchairs, 
crutches and other assistive de- 
vices. 

Ken Davis, a retired engineer, 
founded the Canadian Foundation 
for World Development 11 years 
ago. Davis says “there are hun- 
dreds of used wheelchairs, 


Used eyeglasses help Third World to see 


canadienne de louie, a appris aux 
conseillers à se servir de l'ATME et à 


communiquer avec les malenten- 


dants. La société estime qu'environ 
80,000 Ontariens sont atteints de 
surdité profonde et que 3,500 d’entre 
eux ont un téléphone équipé d'un 
ATME. 

Le service aux malentendants 
fonctionne sept jours par semaine, 
comme les autres services offerts par 
le réseau provincial de la ligne 
spéciale SIDA. Les Franco-Onta- 
riens de la région d'Ottawa appellent 
le 563-2437 et de partout ailleurs en 
Ontario, le 1-800-267-SIDA. Les 
renseignements en anglais sont 
donnés au numéro 392-AIDS si l'on 
appelle de la région de Toronto, au 
563-2437 d'Ottawa et au 1-800-668- 
AIDS d'ailleurs en Ontario. 


crutches and eyeglasses lying for- 
gotten in basements all across Can- 
ada.” 
If you have suitable items to con- 
tribute contact: 
Canadian Foundation for 
World Development 
2441 Bayview Avenue 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2L 1A5 (416) 445-4740 


i 


By Jan Moore 


| Thanks to two new additions to the 


| Hugh MacMillan Medical Centre, 


| physically disabled children can play 
| and communicate more readily with 


_ their peers. 


_ A wonderful new park has been 


| added to the school and an Augmen- 
_tative Communication Service wing 
| Officially opened in May. 


| 


| 
| 


The specially-designed wooden 
playground has swinging bridges, 
bumpy ramps, monkey bars, rope 


_and tire ladders and open areas for 
Sitting and talking. More than 100 


| 
| 
| 
| 


children (most of them disabled) use 
the park each day. An added bonus is 
that tedious physiotherapy sessions 
are supplemented by exercises inthe 


| playground. 


The Augmentative Communica- 


_ tion Service wing is designed to help 


non-speaking children, adults and 


| their families to communicate. Meth- 
_Ods include using special computer- 


based devices, sign language and 
toys. A client may be given a commu- 


nication aid that works with the point 


of a finger, a computerized voice 
system, or perhaps a computer pro- 
gram that can aid in taking notes while 
attending classes. 

Before augmentative communica- 
tion devices were used, people who 
were non-verbal were sometimes 
labelled mentally handicapped. Now, 
it’s easier for them to express them- 
selves and the ability to communicate 
provides opportunities to participate 
more fully in community life. 


Medical Centre in Toronto. 


Monkey bars and computers enhance play and learning 


Ashley Snider tries out the new playground equipment at the Hugh MacMillan 


Ashley Snider aime bien jouer dans le nouveau terrain de jeux au Hugh 


MacMillan Medical Centre a Toronto. 


Aids hotline now offers TDD service 


By dialling 1-800-267-7712 from any- 
where in the province, the hearing 
impaired can now reach the bilingual 
_ AIDS hotline for confidential informa- 
tion about the disease and how it is 
transmitted, Health Minister Elinor 
Caplan announced. 
By means of telephone devices for 
the deaf, people with a hearing im- 
| pairment can ask questions by typing 
them on their TDD terminals. A 
trained hotline counsellor will then 


type inthe answer on a corresponding 
terminal in Ottawa and, using the 
phone lines, the message will be 
printed by the caller's TDD. 

All counsellors were trained to 
operate the TDD and deal with the 
special needs of the hearing impaired 
by Judy Rebick, of the Canadian 
Hearing Society. The Society esti- 
mates that there are 80,000 Ontari- 
ans with a profound hearing impair- 
ment and approximately 3,500 of 


these who use a TDD. The hearing 
impaired service is offered seven 
days aweek, as are the other services 
provided by the provincial hotline. 

Franco-Ontarians can call 563- 
2437 in the local Ottawa calling area, 
and 1-800-267-SIDA from elsewhere 
in the province. The English hotline 
numbers are 392-AIDS for local 
Toronto calls, 563-2437 in Ottawa, 
and 1-800-668-AIDS for calls from 
the rest of the province. 


Toronto Star 


By Jan Moore 

“| get lots of strange comments when 
I'm out flying my kites,” said Christo- 
pher Silvia — comments like “here he 
comes, flying his laundry again.” 

Silvia, 22 was at the Ontario Sci- 
ence Centre in Metro Toronto re- 
cently, for the Second Annual Kite 
Festival, flying his ‘kite laundry’ and 
teaching others how to fashion kites 
out of old pyjamas. 

Silvia has never let the fact that he 
uses a wheelchair prevent him from 
designing and flying his own crea- 
tions. He demonstrated his prowess 
at a sewing machine by transforming 
old pyjamas into flyable kites. Silvia 
uses his elbow to depress the pedal 
so that both hands are free. 

He’s used to making kites you 
can either fly or wear. He says ‘I 
wanted to make a kite that was useful 
so that when it rains you can take it 
down and wear it.” Silvia makes kites 
that do double-duty as a jacket, pants 
or a Carryall bag. 

His interest in kitemaking and 
fabric design began while studying art 
at school. Although the fabric design 
program was inaccessible (on the 
third floor of an old warehouse) he 
studied ceramics and incorporated 
that design work into his kites. 

In 1986, Silvia won a trip to Japan. 
This year he will return to study both 
the language and kitemaking. He 
said what he appreciates most about 
Japan is the ability to travel freely and 
easily. “Compared with Newport, R. |. 
(Silvia’s home town), with its old cob- 
blestones, Japan is much more ac- 
cessible for me by wheelchair be- 
cause of their extensive bike paths. 
That sense of independence can't be 
beat. "Silvia has designed more than 
200 kites since he began kitemaking 
just over three years ago. This year 
he set up operations for others to 
produce his designs. His latest proj- 
ects include inflatable animals such 
as giraffes, zebras, elephants and 
seals. 

Silvia can be contacted at Sky Art, 
125 Braman’s Lane, Portsmouth, R | 
02871, U.S. A. 


| 
| 
Kiteflying reaches new fashion highs 
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Chris Silvia demonstrates one of his kite/jackets at the Ontario Science 
Centre's Second Annual Kite Festival. 

Chris Silvia fait l'essai d'un de ses cerfs-volants/vestes à l'occasion du 
deuxième festival de cerfs-volants du Centre des sciences de l'Ontario. 


Book deals with taboo topic 


An innovative book attempts to 
change people’s attitude towards 


The book presents various dis- 
abilities and offers solutions to prob- 


disabled person's sexuality. lems. 
Making Love, Etc.is a Canadian To obtain a copy send a cheque or 
produced guide for disabled teens money order for $6 to: 


and adults which was prepared by 
the sexuality committee of Bloorview 
Children’s Hospital in Toronto. 


Bloorview Children’s Hospital 
25 Buchan Court 

Willowdale, Ontario 

M2J 4S9 


| Si un employeur refuse de vous 
| embaucher ou de vous accorder une 
| promotion en raison d'un handicap ou 
| vous congédie pour le même motif 
| alors que vous êtes apte à accomplir 
| adéquatement les tâches de l'emploi, 
| ce dernier commet une infraction au 
| Code ontarien des droits de la per- 
| sonne. 

Il importe de savoir que de tels 
actes discriminatoires constituent, 
sauf exception, une atteinte aux 
| droits reconnus par le Code, et que 

tout individu a droit de porter plainte 
| devant la Commission des droits de la 
| personne de l'Ontario. 

Le plaignant doit cependant 
| présenter d'arguments minimum : un 
fait, un geste, une parole, la simple 
| “impression” d’avoir été lésé ne justi- 
fie pas nécessairement la tenue 
d’une enquête. 

_ Si vous croyez être victime de dis- 
| crimination en matière d'emploi, vous 
| pouvez porter plainte devant la Com- 
_ mission ontarienne des droits de la 
personne, soit par téléphone, par 


Le droit de porter plainte 


| par Marthe Peters 


écrit ou en vous présentant au bureau 
de la Commission le plus près de 
chez vous. 

Le Code interdit à qui que ce soit de 
menacer de représailles ou de 
prendre des mesures contre la per- 
sonne qui porte plainte devant la 
Commission ou qui participe à 
l'introduction d’une plainte. 

Chaque plainte est enregistrée et 
confiée à un agent. Une copie de la 
plainte est remise à toutes les parties 
impliquées. L'agent enquête et 
s'efforce de parvenir à un règlement 
jugé acceptable sous forme 
d'indemnisation ou de 
réengagement. 

Lorsque l'affaire ne peut pas être 
réglée à l'amiable, une commission 
d'enquête peut en être saisie. Si la 
Commission décide qu'il y a eu viola- 
tion du Code, elle peut ordonner que 
des mesures soient prises pour que la 
loi soit respectée en ce qui concerne 
la plainte et les pratiques ultérieures. 


Les services de la Commission 
des droits de la personne sont gra- 
tuits. 

Toute personne, handicapée ou 
non, a droit au traitement égal en 
matière d'emploi rémunéré, dans la 
mesure où elle a les aptitudes ou les 
qualités requises pour s'acquitter de 
ses tâches. Donc, renseignez-vous! 
(Communications à frais virés 
acceptées.) 


HAMILTON : (416) 521-7736 
KINGSTON : (613) 545-4340 
KITCHENER : (519) 744-8101 
LONDON : (519) 439-3231 
OTTAWA : (613) 738-2836 

SAULT STE MARIE : 

(705) 949-3331, 

SUDBURY : (705) 675-4455 

ST CATHARINES : (416) 682-7261 
THUNDER BAY :(807) 475-1691 
TIMMINS : (705) 267-6231 
TORONTO EST : (416) 750-3575 
TORONTO OUEST : (416) 273-7811 
WINDSOR : (519) 256-8277 


Ontario communities benefit from ODP fund 


By Helena Katz 


With a $23,000 Community Action 
Fund grant from the Ontario Office for 
Disabled Persons, the Oxford County 
Mental Health Players will perform 
plays about mental health and illness. 

The volunteer group, affiliated with 
the Canadian Mental Health Associa- 
tion, uses 10- to -20- minute vignettes 
to depict situations including children 
coping with aging parents, stress in 
the workplace and adolescent sui- 
cide. 

The Mental Health Players are one 
of eight groups which received more 
than $150,000 in grants from the 
Community Action Fund. 

Toronto’s Centre for Independent 
Living received $29,000 to develop a 

_ training program for volunteer peer 
| advocates. 

|: A$20,000 grant will help the Head 
Injury Association Community Re- 
entry in St. Catharines produce a 


brochure, a handbook for volunteers 
and an information kit. 

The Ontario Association of the 
Deaf will use its $15,000 grant and 
also one from the Secretary of State 
for an advocacy program, to review 
employment opportunities and to 
develop a communication system 
with all the local clubs interested in 
affiliating with the association. An 
association convention Sept. 8-10 
examined issues including educa- 
tion, human rights, sign language 
policy, closed captioning services 
and establishment of a junior OAD. 

The Canadian National Institute of 
the Blind received $2,400 to help de- 
fray costs of recreational activities 
conducted at their summer computer 
camp. 

A $25,000 grant to the Peterbor- 
ough chapter of the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society will help it enhance its volun- 


teer base and also assess the needs 
of persons with multiple sclerosis and 
their families in the Peterborough 
area. 

The University of Western Ontario, 
through the Canadian Hearing Soci- 
ety, London Chapter, received 
$10,000 for a conference on new di- 
rections in communicative and cogni- 
tive disabilities. 

To assist in the planning of its 
Fourth Canadian Congress of Reha- 
bilitation in June 1989, the Canadian 
Rehabilitation Council for the Dis- 
abled received $30,000. 

Since its inception in June 1986, 
the Community Action Fund has pro- 
vided more than $1.5 million to 130 
groups. Applications are available 
from the Ontario Office for Disabled 
Persons, 700 Bay Street, 3rd Floor, 
Toronto, M5G 126. 


, 


Fonds consacrés à l'information sur les handicaps 


Grace a une subvention de 23,000 $ 
du Fonds d'initiatives commu- 
nautaires de l’Office des personnes 
handicapées, l'Oxford County mental 
Health Players sera en mesure de 
présenter des pièces de théâtre au 
sujet de la santé et des maladies 
mentales. 

Ce groupe bénévole, affilié à 
l'Association canadienne de santé 
mentale, monte des pièces de 10 à 20 
minutes pour illustrer diverses si- 
tuations portant, entre autres, sur les 
relations entre des parents âgés et 
leurs enfants, le stress en milieu de 
travail et le suicide chez les adoles- 
cents. 

Le groupe Mental Health Players 
est l’un des huit organismes qui se 
sont partagés des subventions du 
Fonds d'initiatives communautaires 
totalisant 154 000 $. 

L'organisme Centre for Independ- 
ent Living, de Toronto, a reçu une 


subvention de 29 000 $ qui servira à 
l'élaboration d'un programme de for- 
mation des bénévoles. 

Une subvention de 20 000 $ per- 
mettra à l'organisme Head Injury As- 
sociation Community Re-entry, de St. 
Catharines, de publier une brochure, 
un guide à l'intention des bénévoles 
et d’une trousse d'information. 

En plus d'une subvention du 
Secrétariat d'État servant à la 
réalisation d'un programme 
d'intervention, l'Ontario Association 
forthe Deaf consacrera la subvention 
de 15 000 $ qui lui a été accordée a 
l'étude des possibilités d'emploi des 


personnes handicapées et à 


l'élaboration de mécanismes de 
communication avec les clubs locaux 
qui désirent s'affilier à l'association. À 
l'occasion de son congrès, qui s'est 
déroulé le 8 au 10 septembre, 
l'association a étudié diverses ques- 
tions, dont l'éducation, les droits de la 


Information network in the planning 


By Michele Comer 


Banks of information on services for 
disabled persons are scattered 
throughout the province. However, a 
new committee, which was set up in 
May, will be the first of its kind to 
gather the information together. 

Committee chairperson Stephen 
Little, manager of the community ini- 
tiatives section at the Ontario Office 
for Disabled Persons, said the com- 
mittee plans to find out what informa- 
tion is available, how the information 
can be accessed and how disabled 
persons can link into the information. 

“The information doesn't have to 
be put in one centre,” Little said. “It 
would be available through a net- 
work.” The system wouldn't just be 
limited to computers, Little said, be- 
cause those who don’t own personal 
computers should have access to the 
information as well. 

“Although more databases are 
becoming computerized, it is impor- 
tant to remember that many non- 
computerized sources of information 
are equally important,” he added. The 


information available through the 
network will have to be the latest and 
most current available. “People are 
going to have to be committed to 
continuing the spirit of the project and 
keep updating the information on 
hand,” Little said. 

Members of the committee include 
Deborah Mayne, Telebraille System 
Ltd., London; Brian Hayday, Ontario 
Prevention Clearing House; Nora 
Spinks, North York Inter Agency and 
Community Council; Cathy McPher- 
son, Persons United for Self Help 
(P.U.S.H); Marg Shaw, Sunnybrook 
Aids-For-Living Resource Centre; 
Clarence Meyers, Ontario Federation 
for the Cerebral Palsied; Jim Roots, 
The Canadian Association of the 
Deaf; Sandra Carpenter, Disability 
Information Services of Canada 
(D.I.S.C.); and Susan Kitchener, spe- 
cial policy assistant to the Minister 
Responsible for Disabled Persons 
and Mr. Little. 

The committee is to submit its final 
report March 1989, to the Minister. 


personne, les politiques relatives au 
langage par signes, les services de 
sous-titrage codé des émissions de 
télévision, de même que la possibilité 
de créer une association pour les 
jeunes sourds de l'Ontario. 

L'institut national canadien pour 
les aveugles a reçu une subvention 
de 2 400 $ servant à défrayer une 
partie des coûts des activités de 
loisirs organisées à son camp d'été 
où les jeunes apprennent à utiliser un 
ordinateur. 

Le bureau de Peterborough de la 
Société canadienne de la sclérose en 
plaques a reçu une subvention de 
25 000 $ qui lui permettra d'accroître 
le nombre de bénévoles sur lesquels 
elle peut compter et d'évaluer les 
besoins des personnes souffrant de 
sclérose en plaques dans la région de 
Peterborough. 

Par l'intermédiaire du bureau de 
London de la Société canadienne de 
louie, l’Université de Western On- 
tario a reçu une subvention de 
10 000 $ qui sera consacrée à 
l'organisation d'une conférence sur 
les nouvelles orientations dans le 
domaine des troubles de communica- 
tion et d'apprentissage. 

Le Conseil canadien pour la 
réadaptation des handicapés a reçu 
une subvention de 30 000 $ qui sera 
consacrée à l'organisation de son 
quatrième congrès sur la 
réadaptation qui se déroulera en juin 
1989. 

Depuis la création du Fonds 
d'initiatives communautaires, en juin 
1986, des subventions totalisant 1.7 | 
million de dollars ont été accordées à | 
111 organismes. Les formulaires de | 
demande de subvention sont dis- | 
ponibles à l'Office des personnes | 
handicapées, 700, rue Bay, 3e étage, — 
Toronto (Ontario) M5G 1Z6. Vous | 
pouvez également en faire la de- | 
mande par téléphone en composant, — 
sans frais, le 1-800-387-4456. | 


Office for Disabled Persons / Office des Dae’ aes 
~ Remo Mancini a rs 


| Minister / ministre 


a 


| Aswe enter a new year, it is important 
_ to look back at the progress made in 


1988 towards integration and equality 


_ for Ontarians with disabilities. A ma- 
_ jor achievement was the proclama- 
| tionof the access amendments to the 


_ Ontario Human Rights Code last 


April. These amendments help grant 
to disabled persons access to goods, 
facilities and services fundamental to 
independence and dignity. This 
means that employers, landlords and 
other people who provide goods and 
services to the public must now ac- 


Remo Mancini, Ontario Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons, gives 

Mona Winberg, Toronto Sun columnist, a warm hug. Looking on is Gino 

Matrundola, M.P.P. for Willowdale. 
_ Remo Mancini, ministre délégué aux Personnes handicapées, accueille 
_ chaleureusement Mona Winberg, chroniqueuse au Toronto Sun, sous le 
| regard attentif de Gino Matrundola, député provincial de Willowdale. 
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commodate the special needs of dis- 
abled persons unless doing so would 
meanundue economic hardship. Be- 
cause while public co-operation is vi- 
tal if we are to truly integrate our soci- 
ety, goodwill often is not enough. 

Rights must be enshrined in law. 
Last year | am also pleased to 
report that, at the time of writing, 138 
community facilities, including 
centres for disabled persons, senior 
citizens’ centres, churches and 
(cont'd on p.8) 
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Remo Mancini 


À la veille d'une nouvelle année, il est 
important de jeter un regard sur les 
progrés réalisés en 1988 dans les 
domaines de l'intégration et de 
l'égalité des personnes handicapées 
de l'Ontario. Une des réalisations 
importantes est la promulgation, en 
avril dernier, de dispositions relatives 
à l'accessibilité dans le Code ontarien 
des droits de la personne. Ces 
amendements visent à garantir aux 
personnes handicapées un accès 
aux biens, aux installations et aux 
services essentiels au maintien de 
l'indépendance et de la dignité. Ceci 
signifie que les employeurs, locateurs 
et autres personnes fournissant des 

(suite en page 4) 


1988 Community Action Awards / Prix d'initiatives communautaires 1988 


The Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 1988 Community Action Award winners are (from left to right): 
Betty-Lou Van Horn, Mona Winberg, Mark Nagler, Peggy Renaud, Kathryn Drummond, Roy Hysen, 

( presenter Remo Mancini), Alice Bellavance who accepted for her husband Terry, Daniel Fauvelle, Vicki 
Keith, Ted Walczak, Dick Santos and Audrey King. 


Les récipiendaires des Prix d'initiatives communautaires de l'Office des personnes handicapées pour 
l'année 1988 sont (de g. à d.): Betty-Lou Van Horne, Mona Winberg, Mark Nagler, Peggy Renaud, 
Kathryn Drummond, Roy Hysen, le ministre Remo Mancini, Alice Bellavance, qui a regu le prix au nom 
de son époux Terry, Daniel Fauvelle, Vicki Keith, Ted Walczak, Dick Santos et Audrey King. 


Dick Santos (left) chats with 
Monte Kwinter, Ontario Minis- 
ter of Industry, Trade and Tech- 
nology, at the awards cere- 
mony. 


Dick Santos (a gauche) 
s'entretient avec Monte Kwin- 
ter, ministre de l'Industrie, du 
Commerce et de la Technolo- 
gie de l'Ontario, après avoir | 
reçu son prix d'initiatives com- | 
munautaires. 


| 
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Twelve outstanding citizens get recognitio 


Remo Mancini, Ontario’s Minister 
Responsible for Disabled Persons, 
presented the third annual Commu- 
nity Action Awards to twelve people 
from across the province at a Toronto 
ceremony. 

The awards honor the outstanding 
achievements of disabled persons 
and individuals who have worked 
extensively with disabled people. 

“This year’s awards are of special 
significance, as we are now midway 
through the decade of disabled per- 
sons— a decade devoted to encour- 
aging equality of opportunity and the 
fullest participation in community life 
for people with disabilities,” said Mr. 
Mancini. 

Among this year’s recipients were 
Terry Bellavance a “wheelchair 
activist” who helped to establish 
housing projects, atransit system and 
a respite care program for disabled 
persons in Thunder Bay. He is a 
founding board member of Handi- 
capped Action Group International 
(HAGI). Lyn McLeod, MPP, Fort Wil- 
liam, nominated Terry for his positive 
impact on society and individuals with 
disabilities. 

Kathryn Drummond was chosen 
as a recipient for her ability to assist 
people with emotional, physical and 
intellectual disabilities. Kathryn, a 
vocational rehabilitation counsellor 
with the Ministry of Community and 
Social Services,shared her experi- 
ences and optimism in the National 
Film Board film entitled “The Impos- 
sible Takes a Little Longer”. Kathryn 
was nominated by the prevocational 
department, at the Toronto Rehabili- 
tation Centre. 

Daniel Fauvelle of Timmins was 
nominated by the Association canadi- 
enne française de l'Ontario (ACFO) 
for his successful “Mini Man in Mo- 


_ tion” wheelchair tour from Timmins to 


New Liskeard. The tour raised public 
awareness and $10,000 which was 
contributed to Rick Hansen's initia- 
tive. 

Co-founding the Mississauga Ath- 


| letic Association for the Deaf and 
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setting up a summer hockey school 
for deaf children from across Canada, 
earned Roy Hysen anaward. Coach 
of the national deaf hockey team, Roy 
has arranged a tournament with its 
Soviet counterpart. Paul Pellman 
nominated Roy for his dedication and 
tireless work. 

Vicki Keith of Kingston, firmly 
believes that exercise, particularly 
swimming, improves the quality of life 
for disabled persons. She was nomi- 
nated by Joan Harvey for her suc- 
cessful swim across all five Great 
Lakes which raised approximately 
$500,000 for the Aquatic Wing of the 
Variety Village Sports Complex in 
Scarborough. 


Minister: "This year's awards are of special significance, as 


abled persons of all ages. The Kins- 
men Club of Windsor nominated 
Peggy for her dedication and hard 
work in the area of developmental dis- 
abilities. 

His work as a strong advocate for 
integrated employment for blind and 
visually impaired persons earned 
Richard Santos of Willowdale, an 
award. Dick, who is visually im- 
paired, was president of the 
Blind Organization of Ontario with 
Self-Help Tactics (BOOST) and is 
now vice-president of Blind Adults 
Learning about Normal Community 
Environment (BALANCE). John 
Stevenson nominated Dick for his 
award. 


we are now midway through the decade of disabled persons" 


Rehabilitation psychologist 
Audrey King was nominated by the 
Ontario March of Dimes for her work 
with children and adolescents at the 
Hugh MacMillan Medical Centre in 
Toronto and her community involve- 
ment. Audrey, who is quadriplegic, 
shared her experiences with disabili- 
ties by writing and illustrating two 
books : “Count Me In: A Guide to Edu- 
cating Disabled and Non-disabled 
Children Together” and “There’s Lint 
in Your Bellybutton: A Disabled 
Fable”. 

Mark Nagler , Ph. D. of Hamilton, 
who has cerebral palsy, is an associ- 
ate professor at the University of 
Waterloo. He was nominated by the 
Jewish Federation of Hamilton/Wen- 
tworth and Area for his work with 
Advocacy Resource Centre for the 
Handicapped (ARCH) and the Cana- 
dian Jewish Congress where he suc- 
cessfully had disability-related ex- 
penses allowed as tax deductions for 
disabled persons. 

Peggy Renaud of Windsor has 
been a foster mother to more than 40 
children with various disabilities. In 
1981, she founded Harmony in Action 
which provides recreational and so- 
cial activities for developmentally dis- 


Betty-Lou VanHom of Gore Bay 
was nominated by Esther Taylor for 
her commitment to increasing com- 
munity awareness about the abilities 
of disabled persons. Betty-Lou, who 
is developmentally disabled, partici- 
pated in the 1988 Canadian Special 
Winter Olympics winning two gold 
medals, a silver and a bronze in 
cross-country skiing. 

Ted Walczak of Campbeliford, 
received an award for creating new 
opportunities for developmentally 
disabled persons as a business par- 
ticipant in the local Supportive Em- 
ployment Program. He also encour- 
aged other businesses inthe commu- 
nity to take an active part in the pro- 
gram. The Campbellford and District 
Association for Community Living 
nominated Ted for his enthusiasm 
and encouragement. 

Mona Winberg of Willowdale 
writes about disabled issues through 
her column “Disabled Today” in the 
Sunday Sun. Mona, who has cerebral 
palsy, serves on many community 
committees. It is her tireless work 
which has eamed her co-winner of the 
1988 King Clancy Award and a 1988 
Community Action Award. She was 
nominated by Ida Clodman. 
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Message du ministre Remo Mancini (suite de la page 1) 


biens et des services au public 
doivent désormais tenir compte des 
besoins particuliers des personnes 
handicapées, sauf si cette exigence 
impose un fardeau financier indu. 
Même si la collaboration du public 
estindispensable à l'intégration des 
personnes handicapées à la 
société, il n'est pas suffisant de 
compter sur la bonne volonté. Les 
droits doivent être garantis par la loi. 

Je suis heureux de signaler que, 
l'année dernière, 138 installations 
communautaires, y compris des 
centres pour personnes 
handicapées et pour personnes 
agées, des églises et des salles de 
réunions de la Légion canadienne, 
ont bénéficié d’une aide financiére 
du fonds «Accés» grace a des sub- 
ventions paritaires pouvant aller 
jusqu’a 50 000 $. Ces subventions 
visent à permettre la rénovation des 
installations dans le but d'assurer 
une plus grande accessibilité aux 
personnes handicapées et aux per- 
sonnes âgées. De nouveaux 
éléments, tels que des rampes, des 
ascenseurs et des systèmes de 
communication à l'intention des 
malentendants contribuent à ce 
qu'un plus grand nombre de per- 
sonnes participent aux activités so- 
ciales et récréatives au sein de la 
communauté. Les dates limites 
pour soumettre une demande de 
subvention au fonds «Accès» sont 
le 1° avrilet le 1°" octobre 1989, ce 
qui donnera la chance à plusieurs 
autres organismes de présenter 
leur demande. 

Les réactions à notre campagne 
de sensibilisation, qui s'est 
déroulée au printemps et à 
l'automne, ont représenté un autre 
développement positif. L'Office des 


personnes handicapées a réalisé 
cette campagne pour montrer 
aux Ontariens que les personnes 
handicapées sont comme tout le 
monde et nous avons choisi cinq per- 
sonnes handicapées comme porte- 
parole. Ces messages ont été vus 
partout dans la province et ont amené 
le public à comprendre que les person- 
nes handicapées veulent tout simple- 
ment faire partie du courant principal 
de la société. 

Au début d'une nouvelle année, 
nous prenons tous des résolutions 
dans le but de changer nos attitudes 
de diverses façons. Je ne peux penser 
à une meilleure résolution que celle de 
faire un effort personnel en vue 
d'accueillir les personnes 
handicapées dans nos quartiers, dans 
nos écoles et dans nos milieux de 
travail. Certaines attitudes constituent 
encore des obstacles à l'intégration, 
mais si chacun de nous fait sa part, le 
bilan de nos progrès sera encore plus 
important à la fin de l’année 1989. 


Technical aids conference 


The “Technical Aids 89" Confer- 
ence will be held at Durham College 
of Applied Arts and Technology in 
Oshawa on Friday, February 24, 
1989. It is co-sponsored by the 


Oshawa and District Association for 
Community Living and the program 
technology branch of the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services. 
The conference is endorsed by the 
Association for Persons with Se- 
vere Handicaps, Ontario Chapter 


and organized by the recently 
formed Applied Technology Net- 
work Group. 

The purpose of the conference is 
to share knowledge and introduce 
aids available to disabled individu- 
als. 

For more program and exhibit 
information contact: 

O. D. A.C. L. 

Eileen Gerber or Carol Ashton 
39 Wellington Street East 
Oshawa, Ontario L1H 3Y1 

Telephone: (416) 576-3011 


Toys can help to develop needed skills 


By: Helena Katz 
When shopping for a Christmas gift for 
a disabled child keep in mind some rec- 
ommendations from the Canadian Toy 
Testing Council. Here is the council’s 
advice taken from a 1985 report that, 
unfortunately, is no longer available. 

For children with cerebral palsy, 
choose toys which encourage the use 
of two hands to develop both weak and 
strong muscles. Toys should be espe- 
cially durable, not contain too many 
small parts that are difficult to grasp 
and be constructed so they do not roll 
out of reach too easily. 

Some toys which may be appropri- 
ate for a child with cerebral palsy are 


Pour obtenir des exemplaires imprimés, sur bande sonore ou pour 
un changement d'adresse composer le : 1-800-387-4456 
Pour tous commentaires et suggestions, communiquer avec : 


L'Office des personnes 
700, rue Bay,16e étage 
Toronto (Ontario) 

M5G 1Z6 


handicapées de l'Ontario 


Ambi's Active Baby. This toy, which is 
geared for 6-24 month old children, 
has four stimulating, colorful, plastic 
toys to rattle, roll, whistle, squeak, 
reflect and stack. Fisher-Price Activ- 
ity Blocks are also appropriate for 6- 
18 month old babies. 

When choosing toys for mentally 
disabled children select toys which fit © 
the needs of the mental age but which — 
aren't regarded as “babyish” to their — 
chronological age. | 

Mentally disabled children prefer 
concrete ideas and enjoy toys which : 
present a specific job to do. They like : 
puzzles and to follow patterns. — 
Simple family games introduce them | 
to social skills such as taking turns, | 
cooperating and experiencing win- 
ning and losing. Some toys they may | 
like: Ambi Active Baby and Ambi 
Handy Boxes. 

Toys for babies who are develop- — 
mentally delayed should encourage : 
or extend their communication skills, 

(cont'd on p. 7) 


In an increasingly complex 
marketplace, one of the best tools at 
consumers’ command is up-to-date 

_ information — which may explain why 

| the Ontario Government’s Consumer 

Information Centre is expected to 

receive a record number of calls this 
year. 

“We handled more than 156,000 
inquiries last year from Ontario resi- 

| dents, on topics ranging from car re- 
| pair to starting a small business, and 
| the number of callers and visitors is up 
again this year,” said Ted Brathwaite, 
manager of the Ministry of Consumer 
and Commercial Relations’ Con- 
sumer Information Centre. “We func- 
tion as an information clearinghouse 
for the ministry.” 

In addition to calls, the Centre re- 

| ceives about 100 visitors per day. 

“We’re successful because we're ac- 

_ cessible,” says Brathwaite. “The walk- 

_ incentre is located next to public tran- 

_ sit and parking, and has wheelchair 

| access. Our services are bilingual. 
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And there's a special telephone line 
forthe hearing and speech impaired.” 
Brathwaite believes consumers 
are becoming more aware of their 
rights and responsibilities. Indeed, 
the Centre’s 550 daily calls include 
many from consumers trying to learn 
as much as possible about a product 
or service before buying. Generally, 
people call the CIC for help. “We re- 
ceive a lot of questions about credit, 
banking, liens, travel ... the whole 
spectrum of consumer concerns.” 
Since the centre can refer callers 
to the appropriate ministry office, or 
provide information on the various 
laws and regulations, a call to the 
Consumer Information Centre repre- 
sents a time-saving information and 
referral service for small business 
owners and entrepreneurs. 
Brathwaite says visitors are wel- 
come to use the Centre’s extensive 
consumer library and resource 
centre for reference. 
“We cannot legislate good con- 
sumer decision-making, but we can 
help teach it,” Brathwaite said. “Our 
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Ontario's consumers centre is accessible 


| By: Daniele Walker 
| Ontario Ministry of Consumer and 
Commercial Relations 


education outreach program helps 
educators to teach consumer skills 
and awareness of consumer rights 
and responsibilities.” 

The program provides workshops 
and seminars for teachers throughout 
the province; consultations in person, 
by telephone and mail; and a quar- 
terly newsletter for educators. One of 
the Centre’s most popular and widely 
used resources is a teacher’s manual 
on consumer rights and responsibili- 
ties, which covers all age groups and 
all applications. 

For information on ministry pro- 
grams and services including pam- 
phlets, and information on current 
consumer issues contact: 

Consumer Information Centre 
555 Yonge St., 
Toronto, Ontario, M7A 2H6 
(416) 963-1111 
Or call toll free 1-800-268-1142. 
Ontario residents with an 807 area 
code may call the 416 number collect. 
The TTY/TDD line for the hearing 
impaired is (416) 963-0808 and 
collect calls will be accepted. 
/ 


| 


_ 1988 marks the tenth anniversary of the CIC operation at 555 Yonge St. Above, the current staff shows off the 
_ magic number. Left to right: Bette Morgan, Ted Brathwaite, Mona Arlin, Michelle Anderson, Debbie Ashaber, 
France Abergel, Jean Tomlinson, Andrée-Anne Rousseau and Don Fleming. 

L'année 1988 marque le dixième anniversaire du Centre d'information des consommateurs, situé au 555, 

_ rue Yonge a Toronto. De gauche à droite : Bette Morgan, Ted Brathwaite, Mona Arlin, Michelle Anderson, Debbie 

| Ashaber, France Abergel, Jean Tomlinson, Andrée-Anne Rousseau et Don Fleming. 


Un rapport propose des changements importants _ 


Le Comité de révision de l'aide so- 
ciale a suggéré la création d'un nou- 
veau programme de maintien du re- 
venu dans le but de mieux répondre 
aux besoins des enfants et des per- 
sonnes handicapées. 

«Peu de personnes sont conscien- 
tes que la majorité des bénéficiaires 
des prestations d'aide sociale sont 
des enfants, leurs parents et les per- 
sonnes handicapées, souligne M. 
George Thomson, président du 
comité. Nos suggestions permet- 
traient d'accroître de façon impor- 
tante les prestations versées à ces 
groupes.» 

Le comité suggère que les enfants 
et les personnes handicapées ne fas- 
sent plus partie du système d'aide 
sociale, ce qui aurait pour effet de 
réduire de façon très importante le 
nombre de personnes recevant des 
prestations d'aide sociale. 

M. Thomson a expliqué que cette 
initiative permettrait au système 
d'aide sociale de revenir à son but 
premier qui est d'aider les personnes 
qui sont temporairement 
marginalisées au sein de la société. 
Du même coup, cela permettrait de 
rationaliser et de remplacer les nom- 
breux programmes de maintien du 
revenu destinés aux enfants et aux 
personnes handicapées. 

Le rapport du comité suggère la 
création d'un programme de maintien 
du revenu comportant deux volets à 
l'intention des personnes 
handicapées. Le premier volet com- 
porte un programme complet 
d'assurance invalidité prévoyant le 
versement de prestation dans le cas 
d'un handicap résultant d'un acci- 
dent, d'une maladie ou d'une bles- 
sure. Les personnes handicapées ne 
seraient pas admissibles à ce premier 
volet, mais pourraient participer au 
second volet du nouveau programme 
prévoyant le versement de presta- 
tions d'invalidité. 

L'assurance invalidité et les pres- 
tations d'invalidité permettraient de 
rationaliser et de remplacer la plupart 
des programmes actuels de maintien 
du revenu destinés aux personnes 
handicapées, y compris les presta- 


tions d'aide sociale. 

Un groupe consultatif de person- 
nes handicapées collabore avec le 
Comité de révision de l’aide sociale 
dans le but d'étudier les besoins et les 
préoccupations des personnes 
handicapées. Ce groupe est com- 
posé des personnes suivantes : 

Frank |. Algar, de la Canadian Hard 
of Hearing Association; Harry Beatty, 
de l'Advocacy Resource Centre for 
the Handicapped; Brian Davidson, de 
l'Association canadienne pour la 
santé mentale; Stan Delaney, de 
l'Ontario Association for Community 
Living; Susan Kitchener, de La 


Marche des dix sous de l'Ontario; 


Vera Malec, de Views for the Visually 
Impaired; Mike McHenry, de 
l'organisme Hamilton Working Group 
on Income Adequacy; Cathy McPher- 
son, de Persons United for Self-Help; 
Margaret Millar, de la Société canadi- 
enne de la sclérose en plaques; 
Angelo Nikias, de l'organisme Blind 


Minister Remo Mancini (right) chats with Leonard Cheshire, founder of 


Organization of Ontario with Self- 
Help Tactics; Doug Owen, de 
l'organisme The Council of Councils; 
Mary Richardson, de la Fédération 
ontarienne de la paralysie cérébrale; 
Dick Santos, de l'organisme Handi- 
capped Employment Locating Per- 
sonnel (HELP); Dan Van Vugt, de 
l'organisme Disabled Persons Work- 


TT 


ing Together; Kit Watts, de l'Institut ! 


national canadien pour les aveugles; 
Al Harris et Jim Nicol. Certaines per- 
sonnes ne travaillent plus pour 
l'organisme qu'elles représentaient 
au moment où elles ont été choisies 
pour faire partie du groupe consul- 
tatif. 

La mise en oeuvre des sugges- 
tions du comité exigerait une restruc- 
turation en profondeur du système de 
sécurité du revenu. Le comité 
considère qu'il s'agit de mesures à 
long terme qui exigeraient également 
des négociations étendues entre les 
gouvernements provincial et fédéral. 


Cheshire Homes, at a reception held by Lieutenant-Governor Lincoln 
Alexander. There are currently 21 Cheshire homes in Ontario. 


| 
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Par Daniele Walker 
Ministère de la Consommation 
et du Commerce 


Sur un marché de plus en plus com- 
plexe, l'information la plus récente est 
l’un des meilleurs outils du consom- 
mateur, ce qui explique peut-être 
pourquoi le Centre d'information des 
consommateurs (CIC) du gouverne- 
ment de l'Ontario s’attend a recevoir 
un nombre d’appels record cette 
année. 

“L'année dernière, nous avons 
répondu a plus de 156 000 demandes 
de renseignements de résidents on- 
tariens s'intéressant à des 
réparations automobiles à la fonda- 
tion d'une petite entreprise. De nou- 
veau Cette année, le nombre d'appels 
et de visites est en hausse, a déclaré 
Ted Brathwaite, responsable du CIC. 
Nous faisons office de bureau central 
pour le ministére.” 

Le centre ne prend pas seulement 
les appels, il reçoit également une 


centaine de visiteurs par jour. 
“L’accessibilité est la clé de notre 
succès, ajoute M. Brathwaite. Le 
centre se trouve près d’une station de 
métro et d'un stationnement et dis- 
pose d'une entrée accessible aux 
personnes handicapées. Nous 
offrons des services bilingues, et il 
existe un numéro pour malenten- 
dants (ATME) et ceux qui ont des 
troubles de la parole.” 

M. Brathwaite pense que les con- 
sommateurs sont en train de prendre 
conscience de leurs droits et 
responsabilités. En effet, sur les 550 
appels par jour que le centre reçoit, un 
grand nombre viennent de consom- 
mateurs qui cherchent à se 
renseigner le plus possible sur un 
produit ou un service avant d'acheter. 
En général, les gens appellent le CIC 
lorsqu'ils ont besoin d'aide. “Nous 
avons beaucoup de questions rela- 
tives au crédit, aux banques, aux 


| Toy report continued from page 1 


present everyday life skills and en- 
courage expressiveness. Their toys 
should provide an immediate reward 
and should match their stage of play 
rather than their specific age. Appro- 
priate toys include: Ambi Active Baby, 
Playskool Disney Musical Busy Box 
and Fisher-Price Chatter Telephone. 

Toys for sight-impaired children 
should stimulate the senses of hear- 
ing and touch (size, shape, texture, 
weight, spatial discrimination) and 
develop the curiosity which may be 
lacking in blind babies. Because chil- 
dren with a visual impairment often sit 
and walk later than other children, 
toys which encourage mobility and 
exercise large muscles are desirable. 
Toys to help develop fine muscles and 
teach discrimination skills and co- 
Ordination skills are also beneficial. 
Toys should be sturdy since visually- 
impaired children will manipulate 
them more than those with full sight. 
Sight-impaired children “see” with 
their hands and may manipulate toys 


_ in a manner which seems more de- 
structive than usual for children. 


Toys suitable for the needs of visu- 


_ ally-impaired children include: Ambi 


Active Baby, Playskool Disney Musi- 
cal Busy Box and Fisher-Price Chat- 
ter Telephone. 

Toys for hearing impaired children 
should encourage play at close range 
between parent and child. Toys par- 
ticularly appropriate for hearing im- 
paired children include Fisher-Price 
Chatter Telephone, Hasbro Lite Brite 
and Milton Bradley Memory. 

The council publishes The Toy Re- 
port, but it does not include the infor- 
mation in this article. The report pro- 
vides information and ratings on more 
than 1,500 toys. Evaluations are 


based on play value, durability, func- 
tion and design and safe use. The 
report is available from the council for 
$5.95 at: 

The Canadian Toy Testing Council 
881 Lady Ellen Place 


& 


Ottawa, Ontario 
K1Z 5L3 


_ Le Centre d'information des consommateurs est accessible 


privilèges, aux voyages, enfin, toute 
la gamme de préoccupatioons des 
consommateurs.” 

Les propriétaires d’une petite en- 
treprise et les entrepreneurs sont 
nombreux a appeler le centre. Le CIC 
peut renvoyer les Ontariens auprés 
du bureau concerné du ministére ou 
les renseigner sur les lois et 
réglements, ce qui permet aux petites 
entreprises d'obtenir un service 
d'information rapide et, si besoin est, 
le nom des professionnels à contac- 
ter. 

Tous les visiteurs ont la possibilité 
d'utiliser les riches bibliothèques et 
centre de documentation du centre. 

“On ne peut pas légiférer le com- 
portement du consommateur, mais 
on peut l’inciter à prendre de bonnes 
habitudes et de bonnes décisions, a 
observé M. Brathwaite. Grâce à notre 
programme d'éducation des consom- 
mateurs, les éducateurs peuvent 
sensibiliser le public à ses droits et 
responsabilités.” 

Ce programme comprend des 
ateliers et des séminaires pour les 
enseignants de l'Ontario, des consul- 
tations en tête à tête, par téléphone 
ou par écrit, et un bulletin trimestriel 
pour les éducateurs. Le Centre est 
bien connu pour son guide des 
enseignants sur les droits et 
responsabilités des consommateurs, 
particulièrement recherché. Il 
s'adresse à tous les groupes d'âge et 
répond à toutes les demandes. 

Pour obtenir de plus amples 
renseignements sur les programmes 
et services offerts par le ministère, y 
compris ses dépliants, ou pour en 
savoir plus sur toutes les questions 
relatives aux consommateurs, com- 
muniquez avec : Centre d’informa- 
tion des consommateurs 
555, rue Yonge 
Toronto (Ontario) 

M7A 2H6 ou composez le (416) 
963-1111, ou encore, sans frais, le 
1-800-268-1142. Les Ontariens dont 
l'indicatif régional est le 807 peuvent 
appeler le numéro de Toronto à 
frais virés. Les malentendants 
peuvent appeler le (416) 963-0808 
(ATME). 
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Ministers message continued from page 1 


legions, had received assistance 
from the Access Fund in the form of 
matching grants up to $50,000 to 
renovate their premises for greater 
physical accessibility for disabled 
persons and senior citizens. New 
features such as ramps, elevators 
and FM systems for hearing-impaired 
persons mean that many more indi- 
viduals are able to participate in the 
social and recreational activities of 
their communities. There are two re- 
maining deadlines for applications to 
the Access Fund, April 1 and October 
1 of 1989, so more organizations will 
have a chance to receive funding. 


province people saw these ads and 
increasingly began to realize that 
more than anything else disabled per- 
sons simply want to join the main- 
stream. 

In the New Year many of us make 
resolutions about changing our be- 
haviour. | can’t think of a better reso- 
lution than deciding to make a per- 
sonal effort to welcome disabled per- 
sons into our neighborhoods, schools 
and workplaces. There are still too 
many attitudinal barriers to integra- 
tion, but if each of us does our part, we 
will have even more progress to re- 


port at the end of 1989. 


A fu 
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Remo Mancini (left), Minister Ru for Disabled Persons and ES 
Lincoln Alexander, look on as Beryl Potter (centre) chats with a guest who 
attended a reception held in her honor by the Lieutenant Governor. 

Remo Mancini (à gauche), ministre délégué aux Personnes handicapées et 
le lieutenant-gouverneur, Lincoln Alexander, écoutent Mme Beryl Potter 
discuter avec une personne invitée a la réception offerte en son honneur. 


The response to our spring and fall 
educational / awareness campaign 
in television and print ads was 
another positive development. The 
Office for Disabled Persons mounted 
this campaign to show Ontarians that 
disabled persons are just like every- 
body else, and we chose five dis- 
abled persons to tell their own stories 
in their own words. All around the 


New director for barrier- 
free design centre 


AE Elizabeth Adams, has ‘been 
appointed executive director of the 
Barrier Free Design Centre in 
Toronto. She replaces Heather Snell, 
who becomes manager of education 
programs. Snell also teaches at 
Humber College of Applied Arts and 
Technology. 

Adams became interested in ac- 
cessibility when she was hired by the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association of 
Canada nearly three years ago. 
When the national office moved into 
new wheelchair accessible quarters, 
Adams asked for and got $130,000 in 
goods and services from the office 
furnishing industry for the new office. 

A $200,000 grant from the Ontario 
Office for Disabled Persons enables 
the centre to conduct an awareness 
campaign on barrier-free design 
including production of a source book 
and workshops for architects and 
design professionals across the prov- 
ince. The centre also provides techni- 
cal advice to the Office for Disabled — 
Persons for its Access Fund program. 

Funding for the centre has come | 
from several sources. Consultations | 
to architects on barrier-free design — 
are done on a fee-for-service basis. 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments or suggestions should be mailed to the Editor: 
Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 


700 Bay Street, 16th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 


Three conferences 
upcoming in June 


In 1989 three conferences— 
Ontario, National and International 
will run back-to-back over 10 days. 
All three will be held at the Howard 
Johnson Airport Hotel at Dixon 
Road and Highway 27 in Toronto. 


Persons United for Self-help in 
Ontario (P.U.S.H.) 

June 16-18 

Annual general meeting. The focus 
will be on leadership development 
and self-help. There willbe a report 
on self-help in the native 
community. 


Coalition of Provincial Organiza- 
tions of the Handicapped 
(C.O.P.0.H.) 

June 19-20 

This is the national meeting to bring 
together representatives from 
P.U.S.H. counterparts in other 
provinces to evaluate how the 
Decade of Disabled Persons is 


progressing. 
Disabled Persons International 
(D.P.1.) 

June 22-25 

The organization grew out of the 
Decade for Disabled Persons when 
it was declared by the United 
Nations. Its focus is on access and 
equality, and sharing information 
between Western and developing 
countries. For this purpose it has 
twinned such cities as Kingston, 
Ontario and Kingston, Jamaica. 


Anyone wishing to attend should 
contact: 

Jonathan Batty 
Provincial Co-ordinator 
P.U.S.H. Ontario 

Suite 204 

597 Parliament Street 
Toronto, Ontario 

M4X 1W3 

(416) 923-6725 

T.D.D. - (416) 923-6210 
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Do you have an open mind? @ Di 
Ker 


Ontario 


Posters of Barbara are available in English or French by writing: 
Pour se procurer des affiches de Barbara en anglais ou en français, 


communiquer avec : 


Ontario Office for Disabled Persons, 700 Bay Street, 16th Floor, 


Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


ODP ads compete in Hollywood 


The “Do you have an open mind?” 
advertising campaign of the Ontario 
Office for Disabled Persons is a final- 
istinthe Tenth Media Access Awards 
in Hollywood, California. 

The awareness campaign, 
launched last spring, includes news- 
paper and television ads and posters. 
“They're powerful messages be- 
cause disabled persons told theirown 
stories in theirown words,” said Remo 
Mancini, Ontario Minister Respon- 
sible for Disabled Persons. “We’ve 
had terrific response in Ontario from 
disabled persons, industry, educa- 
tors and the medical profession. It’s 
nice to get recognition across the 
border too.” 


The competition attracted several 
hundred entries nationwide in the 
United States as well as from Canada 
and Australia. The goals of the Media 
Access Office are to improve media 
images of persons with disabilities 
and to increase employment. 

Joe Jackson of the Media Access 
Office in Hollywood, noted that there 
was Stiff competition in the Public Af- 
fairs/PSA’s category and that the 
Ontario campaign won over entries in- 
cluding one from the Smithsonian In- 
stitution. “They’re eating your dust,” 
he added. 

The awards ceremony, the tenth 
for the Media Access Office, will take 
place in January. 


Hommages rendus a des citoyens exceptionnels 
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M. Remo Mancini, ministre délégué 
aux Personnes handicapées, a 
décerné les Prix d'initiatives com- 
munautaires a 12 citoyens de 
l'Ontario lors de la troisième 
cérémonie annuelle qui s'est 
déroulée à Toronto. 

Ces prix visent à reconnaître les 
réalisations exceptionnelles des per- 
sonnes handicapées et des autres ci- 
toyens qui ont travaillé étroitement 
avec les personnes handicapées. 

«Cette année, les prix sont 
particulièrement importants parce 
que nous sommes maintenant à mi- 
chemin de la décennie des person- 
nes handicapées dont le but est de 
favoriser l'égalité des chances et la 
pleine participation des personnes 
handicapées à la société», a déclaré 
M. Mancini. 

Les récipiendaires sont les per- 
sonnes suivantes : Terry Bellavance, 
un «activiste en fauteuil roulant» a 
collaboré à l'établissement de projets 
de logements, d'un système de trans- 
port en commun et des services de 
relève des parents a Thunder Bay. Il 
est aussi membre du comité fon- 
dadeur du Handicapped Action 
Group International (HAGI). M™ Lyn 
McLeod, députée de la circonscrip- 
tion de Fort William a soumis la candi- 
dature de Terry en raison de sa con- 
tribution positive a la société et aux 
personnes handicapées. 

Kathryn Drummond a reçu un prix 
en raison de son travail consistant a 
aider les personnes atteintes de per- 
turbations socio-affectives et les 
handicapés physiques et mentaux. 
Conseillière en réadaptation profes- 
sionnelle au ministère des Services 
sociaux et communautaires, elle a 
participé à une production de l'Office 
national du film intitulée «The Impos- 
sible Takes a Little Longer». Sa 
candidature a été soumise par le 
service de réadaptation profession- 
nelle du Centre de réadaptation de 
Toronto. 

Daniel Fauvelle a été mis en candi- 
dature par l'Association canadienne- 
française de l'Ontario (ACFO) pour 
son travail d'organisation très réussi 


de l'étape Timmins-New Liskeard du 
marathon de Rick Hansen. Cet 
événement a contribué à accroître la 
sensibilisation du public et à recueillir 
10 000 $ qui ont été versés au fonds 
créé par Rick Hansen. 

Roy Hysen a reçu un prix pour 
avoir été le co-fondateur du Missis- 
sauga Athletic Association for the 
Deaf et pour avoir organisé une école 
de hockey pour les enfants sourds du 
pays. Entraîneur de l’équipe nation- 
ale de hockey des enfants sourds, il a 
également organisé un tournoi avec 
une équipe soviétique semblable. 
Paul Pellman a soumis la candidature 


de Roy en raison de son dévouement 


et de son travail inlassable. 

Vicki Keith, de Kingston, soutient 
que l'exercice, surtout la natation, 
contribue à améliorer la qualité de vie 
des personnes handicapées. Sa 
candidature a été soumise par Joan 
Harvey, en raison du succès extraor- 
dinaire remporté par sa traversée à la 
nage des Grands Lacs qui a permis 
de recueillir environ 500 000 $ pour 
les activités aquatiques du centre 
sportif Variety Village à Scarborough. 

Audrey King, psychologue de 
réadaptation a été mise en candida- 
ture par la Marche des dix sous de 
l'Ontario en raison de son travail 
auprès des enfants et adolescents du 
centre hospitalier Hugh MacMillan de 
Toronto et de son travail commun- 
autaire. Audrey, qui est 
quadriplégique, a écrit et illustré deux 
livres pour relater son expérience 
avec les personnes handicapées. 
Ces livres s’intitulent «Count Me In : A 
Guide to Educating Disabled and 
Non-disabled Children Together» et 
«There's Lint in Your Bellybutton : A 
Disabled Fable». 

Mark Nagler, Ph. D., de Hamilton, 
atteint de paralysie cérébrale, est pro- 
fesseur agrégé à l'Université de Wa- 
terloo. Sa candidature a été soumise 
par la Jewish Federation of Hamilton/ 
Wentworth and Area en raison de son 
travail auprès de l'organisme Advo- 
cacy Resource Centre for the Handi- 
capped (ARCH) et du Congrès juif 
canadien où il a réussi à obtenir que 


les dépenses des personnes 


handicapées se rapportant à leur état 
soient déductibles de l'impôt sur le 
revenu. 

Peggy Renaud, de Windsor, est 
mère d'accueil d'une quarantaine 
d'enfants atteints de divers handi- 
caps. En 1981, elle a fondé Harmony 
in Action, un organisme qui organise 
des activités sociales et récréatives 
pour les handicapés mentaux de tout 
âge. Sa candidature a été soumise 
par le Club Kingsmen de Windsor en 
raison de son dévouement et de son 
travail inlassable auprès des 
handicapés mentaux. 

Richard Santos, de Willowdale, a 
reçu un prix en raison de son travail 
de promotion dans le domaine de 
l'intégration des emplois pour les 
aveugles et les personnes atteintes 
de troubles visuels. Lui-même atteint 
de troubles visuels, il a été président 
de l'organisme Blind Organization of 
Ontario with Self-Help Tactics 
(BOOST) et occupe présentement le 
poste de vice-président de 
l'organisme Blind Adult Learning 
about Normal Community Environ- 
ment (BALANCE). Sa candidature a 
été soumise par John Stevenson. 

Betty-Lou VanHorn, de Gore Bay, 
a été mise en candidature par Esther 
Taylor en raison de son engagement 
à l'égard de la sensibilisation du pub- 
lic au sujet des aptitudes des person- 
nes handicapées. Betty-Lou, qui est 
mentalement handicapée, a rem- 
porté deux médailles d'or, une 
d'argent et une de bronze dans les 
épreuves de skide fond lors des Jeux 
olympiques d'hiver spéciaux du 
Canada en 1988. 

Ted Walczak, de Campbellford, a 
reçu un prix en raison de son travail 


visant à accroître les possibilités 


d'emploi des handicapés mentaux 

grace à la participation de son. 
entreprise à un programme local — 
d'aide à l'emploi. Il a également — 
encouragé d'autres entreprises lo- 
cales à participer à ce programme. | 
Sa candidature a été soumise par le | 
Campbellford and District Associa- | 
tion for Community Living en raison | 
de son enthousiasme et de son | 
dévouement. (suite en page 11) ! 
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SARC report proposes major changes for disabled persons 


The Social Assistance Review Com- 


| mittee (SARC) has called for new 
| income support programs to better 
| meet the needs of children and 
_ people with disabilities. 


“Few people realize that the vast 


majority of the beneficiaries of social 
assistance are children, their sole 
| support parents and people with dis- 


abilities,” said George Thomson, the 
| Committee’s Chair. “Our proposals 
would substantially improve the 
| benefits provided to these groups.” 


In effect, the Committee’s propos- 


| als would remove both children and 


disabled people from the social assis- 


| tance system. The result would be a 
_ significantly reduced social assis- 


tance system. 
Mr. Thomson said that this would 


_ help bring the system back to its origi- 
| nal purpose of serving those people 


who have temporarily fallen outside 


_ the mainstream of community life. At 
_ the same time, it would rationalize 


and replace the existing array of in- 


| come programs for disabled persons 
_ and children. 


The report suggests that a two part 
income support program be imple- 


_ mented for all people with disabilities. 


The first component would be a com- 
prehensive disability insurance pro- 
gram providing benefits for disability 
due to accident, illness or injury. 
People with disabilities, but not eli- 


_ gible for disability insurance, would 


qualify for a disability benefit, the sec- 
ond element of the new program. 
Disability insurance and the dis- 


suite de la page 10 
Mona Winberg, de Willowdale, 


_ traite des questions touchant les per- 


sonnes handicapées dans la 
chronique intitulée « Disabled Today» 
publiée dans le journal Sunday Sun. 
Mona, qui est atteinte de paralysie 
cérébrale, travaille au sein de 
plusieurs comités locaux. C’est en 
raison de son travail inlassable 


_ qu'elle a été co-récipiendaire du prix 


King Clancy en 1988 et qu'elle reçoit 
le Prix d'initiatives communautaires, 
1988. Sa candidature a été soumise 
par Ida Clodman. 


ability benefit would rationalize and 
replace most existing income pro- 
grams for disabled persons, including 
social assistance. 

An advisory group of disabled per- 
sons worked with SARC to address 
the needs and concerns. They in- 
cluded Frank |. Algar, Canadian Hard 
of Hearing Association; Harry Beatty, 
Advocacy Resource Centre for the 
Handicapped; Brian Davidson, Cana- 
dian Mental Health Association; Stan 
Delaney, Ontario Association for 
Community Living; Susan Kitchener, 
Ontario March of Dimes; Vera Malec, 
Views for the Visually Impaired; Mike 
McHenry, Hamilton Working Group 
onIncome Adequacy; Cathy McPher- 
son, Persons United for Self-Help; 
Margaret Millar, Multiple Sclerosis 
Society of Canada; Angelo Nikias, 


Computers and toys develop skills 


Fa 
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Geb Verburg, research psychometrist at 


Blind Organization of Ontario with 
Self-Help Tactics; Doug Owen, The 
Council of Councils; Mary 
Richardson, Ontario Federation for 
the Cerebral Palsied; Dick Santos, 
Handicapped Employment Locating 
Personnel (HELP); Dan Van Vugt, 
Disabled Persons Working Together; 
Kit Watts, Canadian National Institute 
for the Blind, Al Harris and Jim Nicol. 
Some members are no longer associ- 
ated with the organization which they 
represented while members of the 
advisory group. 

The committee’s proposals would 
require a major restructuring of the 
income security system. The commit- 
tee sees them as long term meas- 
ures, which would require extensive 
negotiations between the provincial 
and federal governments. 


the Hugh MacMillan Medical ; 


Centre, shows Kerri Justin how to use a laptop computer. 


Geb Verburg, chercheur en psychométrie au Centre hospitalier Hugh 
MacMillan, montre à Kerri Justin comment utliser un ordinateur portatif. 


A research project at the Hugh 
MacMillan Medical Centre in North 
York uses computers to teach se- 
verely disabled children how to oper- 
ate a wheelchair. 

Children who are physically dis- 
abled and mentally retarded often do 
not understand the cause-effect rela- 
tionships needed to manoeuvre a 
chair. 


Toshiba of Canada Limited has 
lent 22 lap-top computers to the Re- 
habilitation Engineering Department. 
With them, researchers are develop- 
ing a training program that uses 
switches, a simple table-top electric 
toy and a remote-controlled toy 
race car, to break down the learning 
steps necessary to operate a 
wheelchair. 
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CURRENT PUBLICATIONS 


Publications available from the Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 


1) PROFILE - a summary of the role 
and functions of the Office for Dis- 
abled Persons. 

2) THE GUIDE TO ONTARIO GOV- 
ERNMENT PROGRAMS & SERV- 
ICES FOR DISABLED PERSONS - a 
booklet which summarizes govern- 
ment services and programs avail- 
able to disabled Ontarians. The guide 
is also available in Portuguese, Italian 
and Chinese. 

3) THE ACCESS FUND - a joint fund- 
ing program of the Office for Disabled 
Persons and the Office for Senior 
Citizens Affairs. It provides matching 
grants of up to $50,000 to non-profit 
community-based facilities to in- 
crease physical access for disabled 
persons and senior citizens. 


4) COURIER - quarterly newsletter 
which provides information of interest 
to disabled Ontarians, about the Of- 
fice for Disabled Persons, other gov- 
ernment programs and community 
activities. 

5) COMMUNITY ACTION FUND - 
funding for consumer and service 
provider groups to promote equality 
and full participation of disabled On- 
tarians in the community. 

6) STATISTICAL PROFILE OF DIS- 
ABLED PERSONS IN ONTARIO - a 
summary of statistical information on 
the disabled population in Ontario 
based on household interviews con- 


. ducted by Statistics Canada. 


Ca Se ee 
Publications offertes par l'Office des personnes 


handicapées de l'Ontario 


i 


1) PROFIL - Un document 
résumant le rôle et les fonctions de 
l'Office des personnes handicapées. 
2) GUIDE DES PROGRAMMES ET 
SERVICES DU GOUVERNEMENT 
DE L'ONTARIO À L'INTENTION 
DES PERSONNES HANDICAPÉES 
- Une brochure énumérant les pro- 
grammes et services du gouverne- 
ment destinés aux personnes 
handicapées. Ce guide est égale- 
ment disponible en portugais, italien 
et chinois. 

3) FONDS «ACCÈS» - Un pro- 
gramme établi conjointement par 
l'Office des personnes handicapées 
et l'Office des personnes âgées et 
permettant d'accorder des subven- 
tions paritaires pouvant atteindre 
50 000 $ à des organismes 
commnautaies sans but lucratif dans 
le but de faciliter aux personnes 
handicapées et aux personnes âgées 
l'accès aux installations. 

4) COURRIER - Un bulletin 
d'information trimestriel visant à 
renseigner les Ontariens handicapés 
au sujet des activités de l'Office des 
personnes handicapées, des pro- 
grammes gouvernementaux et des 
activités communautaires. 

5) FONDS D'INITIATIVES COM- 


MUNAUTAIRES - Un programme 
d’aide financière à l'intention de con- 
sommateurs et de pourvoyeurs de 
services dans le but de promouvoir 
l'égalité et la pleine participation des 
Ontariens handicapés à la société. 
6) PROFIL STATISTIQUE DES 
PERSONNES VIVANT AVEC UNE 
INCAPACITÉ EN ONTARIO - Un 
document présentant des statis- 
tiques au sujet de la population de 
personnes handicapées en Ontario à 
la lumière d’'entrevues effectuées 
auprès de ménages par Statistique 
Canada. 

7) LIAISON-LOGEMENT - Un pro- 
jet-pilote de deux ans mené dans cinq 
villes dans le but d'aider des organis- 
mes communautaires à mettre sur 
pied des centres d'information sur le 
logement pour permettre aux Ontari- 
ens handicapés de trouver un loge- 
ment locatif accessible en les mettant 
en rapport avec des propriétaires 
ayant des logements à louer. 

8) GUIDE DES AUTOMOBILISTES 
HANDICAPÉS DE L'ONTARIO - Une 
brochure répondant aux nombreuses 
questions se rapportant aux plaques 
d'immatriculation, l'équipement, les 
véhicules, les assurances, les cours 
de conduite et d’autres sujets. 


7) HOMELINK - a two-year pilot proj- 
ectinfive cities which assists commu- 
nity-based organizations to operate 
housing information centres and 
helps disabled Ontarians to find ac- 
cessible rental accommodation by 
linking them with prospective land- 
lords. 

8) THE GUIDE FOR DISABLED 
DRIVERS IN ONTARIO - a pamphlet 
which answers questions about li- 
cence plates, equipment, vehicles, 
insurance, driving instruction and 
more. 


For publications call toll free: 
1-800-387-4456. 


Partnerships can 
combat illiteracy 


“Literacy: The Basics of Growth” 
Published by the Ontario Ministry of 
Skills Development 


The handbook describes the stag- 
gering social and economic impact 
of illiteracy. It is designed to in- 
crease awareness of the magni- 
tude of the problem and to mobilize 
all sectors of society in the effort to 
upgrade literacy skills. It empha- 
sizes that partnership, particularly 
between government, business 
and labor, is the only way to beat 
illiteracy. It is free and available in 
English or French. 


Call the Ontario Ministry of Skills 
Development Training Hotline: 
1-800-387-5656 OR contact: 
Communications and Marketing | 
Branch 
Ontario Ministry of Skills Develop- 
ment | 
101 Bloor Street West, 11th. Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5S 1P7 
(416) 967-4088 


Pour obtenir des publications, 
composez le 1-800-387-4456. 
(sans frais d'interubain) 
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Courier / Courrier 


Office for Disabled Persons/Office des personnes handicapées 


Remo Mancini 
Minister/ministre 


Ontario 


Spring/Printemps 1989 


Awareness week starts Sunday, June 4 


National Access Awareness Week 
will take place June 4 to June 10. 

The Ontario Office for Disabled 
Persons supports NAAW and helps 
promote its goals year-round. Cana- 
dians are asked to examine their 
communities to ensure transporta- 
tion, housing, employment, recrea- 
tion and education are accessible to 
everyone. 

The provincial co-ordinator of 
NAAW is Donna Teggart. Her posi- 
tion is funded jointly by the Ontario 
Office for Disabled Persons and the 
Secretary of State. Teggart has co- 
ordinated events for the United Way 
and Rick Hansen’s Man in Motion 
tour. As Ontario’s co-ordinator of 
NAAW she is working to maintain a 
good flow of information from the 
national to the local level and rallying 
support and activity in communities 
across Ontario. 

Community events last year in- 
cluded a radio series which relayed 
interesting facts about disabilities, a 
variety of sports events to highlight 
the abilities of disabled persons as 
well as anumber of initiatives to begin 
renovations to public facilities to 
make them physically accessible to 
everyone. 

For more information and promo- 
tional material such as brochures, 
buttons and posters contact: 


National Access Awareness Week 
Donna Teggart, 

Provincial Co-ordinator 

597 Parliament Street 

Suite B-3, 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4X 1W3 (416) 964-8799 


Admiring plaques received in recognition of their participation in National 
Access Awareness Week for 1988 are from left to right: Remo Mancini, 
Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons; the Honourable John Black Aird, 
former Lieutenant-Governor; presenter Jonathan Batty, Chairperson of the 
1989 Ontario Steering Committee for NAAW and Lieutenant-Governor 
Lincoln Alexander. 

Admirant les plaques qu'ils ont reçues en reconnaissance de leur participation 
à La Semaine nationale pour l'intégration des personnes handicapées de 
1988, on apercoit, de gauche a droite, Remo Mancini, ministre délégué aux 
Personnes handicapées, l'honorable John Black Aird, ancien lieutenant- 
gouverneur, le présentateur, Jonathan Batty, président du comité ontarien de 
la SNIPH et le lieutenant-gouverneur Lincoln Alexander. 


Subventions pour les protheses auditives 


Les Ontariens qui doivent acheter 
une prothése auditive peuvent main- 
tenant bénéficier de l’aide financière 
accordée en vertu du Programme 
d'appareils et de prothèses du 
ministère de la Santé de l'Ontario. 
Ces subventions représentent 75 
pour 100 du coût moyen des 
prothèses auditives faisant partie des 


quatre catégories suivantes : celles 
que l’on met derrière l'oreille, dans 
l'oreille, dans le conduit auditif et les 
prothèses auditives spéciales. Au 
cours de l’année financière 1989- 
1990, le ministère consacrera 16 
millions de dollars à ce programme 
qui est rétroactif au 12 décembre 
1988. (suite en page 5) 
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Remo Mancini: Minister's message 


In my New Year’s message for Cou 
rier | talked about the 1988 aware- 
ness campaign of the Office for Dis- 
abled Persons. It featured five people 
with various disabilities in TV and 
newspaper ads. Reaction was ex- 
tremely positive, with letters from 
corporations, doctors, educators, the 
general public and best of all, dis- 
abled persons and their families. 

Now I’m delighted to add that our 
campaign went on to win two major 
international advertising competi- 
tions — an award of excellence at the 
Media Access Awards in California 
and a gold at the prestigious U.S. 
Television and Radio Commercials 
Festival in Chicago. International 
recognition of achievements is a real 
plus; it tells me we’re right up there 
with the best in the world when it 
comes to conveying our message. 

The Office for Disabled Persons 
hasn't just been receiving awards — 
but presenting some too. Last No- 
vember | was proud to present Com- 
munity Action Awards to 12 recipi- 
ents. The Community Action Awards 
recognize outstanding achieve- 
ments of persons with disabilities and 
those who have worked extensively 
on behalf of persons with disabilities. 
From a hockey coach of deaf young- 
sters who is himself deaf to a great- 
grandmother who has fostered 40 
children with disabilities, each recipi- 
ent is an extraordinary Ontarian. 

At the time of writing a jury of five 
design professionals has just se- 
lected recipients of the Premiers 
Awards for Accessibility. Highest 
honor, the Amethyst Award, goes to 
Dovercourt Recreation Centre in 
Ottawa, for its high level of accessibil- 
ity, including special features for 


hearing and visually-impaired users, 
and its feeling of integration. Premier 
David Peterson and | will present the 
Amethyst Award and others at acere- 
mony in Toronto on March 29. At the 
same ceremony | will recognize three 
university and college students who 


have shown sensitivity to barrier-free 
design concepts with entries ina new 
category known as the Minister's 
Awards. With these awards we hope 
to encourage young designers to in- 
corporate barrier-free elements into 
their plans at the preliminary stage. 


Message du ministre Remo Mancini 


Dans mon message de début 
d'année, paru dans Courrier, j'ai 
parlé de la campagne de sensibilisa- 
tion de l'Office des personnes 
handicapées dont les messages 
télévisés et imprimés mettent en 
vedette cinq personnes atteintes de 
différents handicaps. Les nom- 
breuses lettres que nous avons 
reçues d'entreprises, de médecins, 
d’éducateurs, de citoyens et, surtout, 
de personnes handicapées et de leur 
famille, démontrent que la réaction 
du public a été extrêmement positive. 

Je suis très heureux de vous faire 
savoir aujourd’hui que les messages 
de notre campagne ont remporté 
deux prix dans le cadre de concours 
internationaux de publicité, un prix 
d'excellence au «Tenth Media Ac- 
cess Awards», qui s’est tenu en Cali- 
fornie et une médaille d’or au presti- 
gieux «U. S. Television and Radio 
Commercial Festival» quis’esttenua 
Chicago. Cette reconnaissance in- 
ternationale de l'excellence de nos 
messages signifie que nous sommes 
parmi les meilleurs au monde en 
matiére de sensibilisation du public. 

Mais l'Office des personnes 
handicapées n’a pas seulement recu 
des prix, nous en avons également 
attribués. Ennovembre dernier, c’est 
avec fierté que j'ai présenté des Prix 
d'initiatives communautaires à 12 
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personnes. Ces prix visent a recon- 
naitre les réalisations exception- 
nelles des personnes handicapées 
dont les nombreuses activités bénéfi- 
cient à toutes les personnes handi- 
capées. Qu'il s'agisse d'un en- 
traîneur d’une équipe de hockey pour 
les jeunes sourds, qui est sourd lui- 
même, ou d’une grand-mère qui a été 
mère d'accueil d'une quarantaine 
d'enfants handicapés, chaque 
récipiendaire est un Ontarien ou une 
Ontarienne extraordinaire. 

Au moment d'écrire ces lignes, un 
jury composé de cinq éminents con- 
cepteurs professionnels venait tout 
juste de choisir les récipiendaires du 
Prix du premier ministre pour 
l'accessibilité. La plus haute distinc- 
tion, le Prix Améthyste, a été attribué 
au centre de loisirs Dovercourt, à 
Ottawa, pour les dispositifs spéciaux 
à l'intention des malentendants et 
des malvoyants ainsi que 
l'intégration des éléments d’accessi- 
bilité. Le premier ministre et moi- 
même présenterons le Prix Amé- 
thyste et les autres prix lors d'une 
cérémonie qui se déroulera le 29 
mars prochain à Toronto. A cette 
occasion, je remettrai des prix à trois 
étudiants collégiaux et universitaires 
pour avoir démontré un potentiel 
exceptionnel dans le domaine de la 
conception d'aménagements acces- 
sibles. Ces prix sont remis aux fina- 
listes de la nouvelle catégorie ap- 
pelée Prix du ministre. Nous 
espérons que ces prix encourageront 
les jeunes concepteurs a intégrer les 
éléments d'accessibilité dès l'étape 
préliminaire de la préparation des 
plans. 
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Judging the 1988 Premier's Awards for Accessibility 


LA, F7 
WESTIORO COMMUNITY 


Top: Judges discuss entries in Premier's Awards for Accessiblity. 


Above: Judges (L to R) are Raymond Moriyama, architect; Robert - 
Halsall, engineer; Patricia Falta, professor of architecture and Pig 
Robert Meiklejohn, designer and right, Pat Bollenberghe, ri 
landscape architect. 


Lower right: Raymond Moriyama. 


Health fund creates opportunities to test projects 


One hundred million dollars in grants 
to explore new and innovative ways 
to provide health services to Ontari- 
ans is now available through the 
Health Innovation Fund. 

This fund was created by the 
Premier’s Council on Health Strategy 
to encourage creative new programs 
and test pilot projects that might not 
otherwise qualify for funding. 

Over the next four years, funds will 
be made available to undertake a 
comprehensive health status survey, 
sponsor several hospital-in-the- 
home pilot projects and encourage 
further development of community 
health centres, health service organi- 
zations and comprehensive health 
organizations. 

Other grants will provide for inno- 
vative pilot projects conducted by 
community groups, individuals, 
health providers, researchers, and 
projects identified by the Premier’s 
Council on Health Strategy. Criteria 
for the grants have been established 
and two competitions will be held 
each year. 

To be considered, projects must 
address an important consumer 
health need and not duplicate exist- 
ing services. Anyone who submits a 
proposal must be sponsored by a 
non-profit organization. 


Remo Mancini, Minister Responsible 
for Disabled Persons, chats with staff 
members Gerry Clarke and Calvin 
Bernard. 

> 


Remo Mancini, ministre délégué aux 
Personnes handicapées discute 
avec les employés Gerry Clarke et 
Calvin Bernard. 


The fund will not be used to sup- 
port capital construction of facilities, 
high technology, diagnostic equip- 
ment or projects already funded from 
another source. 


RE 


Premier’s Council on Health Strategy 
8th Floor, Hepburn Block 

80 Grosvenor Street, 

Toronto, Ontario M7A 1R3 

(416) 324-4746 


Legislative committee considers Estimates of the Office for Disabled Persons. 
Un comité de l'Assemblée législative étudie les prévisions budgétaires de 


l'Office des personnes handicapées. 
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ADP now funds hearing aids 


The purchase of hearing aids for all 
Ontario residents who need them is 
now included in the Ontario Ministry 
of Health’s Assistive Devices Pro- 
gram. 

The grants are based on 75 per 
cent of the median cost in each of four 
categories of hearing aids: behindthe 
ear, in the ear, canal and special 
hearing aids. The ministry will pro- 
vide $16-million to cover costs of the 
1989-90 program, which is retroac- 
tive to December 12, 1988. 

The program now provides finan- 
cial assistance to about 1,800 people 
under the age of 25 at an annual cost 
of about $1-million. An estimated 
35,000 additional clients, who will 
gain access to the program by con- 
tacting their family physicians, audi- 
ologists or hearing aid dispensers, 
are expected to join the 


program annually. 

A new board, to be designated by 
the ministry, will monitor and provide 
quality assurance guidelines for 
those who test and dispense hearing 
aid equipment. This will be under- 
taken in collaboration with the Cana- 
dian Hearing Society, the Associa- 
tion of Hearing Instrument Practitio- 
ners, the Ontario Association of 
Speech Language Pathologists and 
Audiologists, the Canadian Hard of 
Hearing Association and consumer 
representatives. 

For information about the pro- 
gram, approved hearing aid devices, 
and registered testers and dispens- 
ers, please contact the Assistive De- 
vices Program at 963-1956 in 
Toronto, or toll-free at 1-800-268- 
6021. The T.D.D. number is 1-800- 
268-6023. 


Protheses auditives ( suite de la page 1) 


À l'heure actuelle, environ 1 800 
personnes agées de moins de 25 ans 
reçoivent une aide financière 
s’élevant à environ un million de dol- 
lars. On estime que 35 000 person- 
nes de plus pourront participer an- 
nuellement au programme par 
l'intermédiaire de leur médecin de 
famille, des audiologistes et des four- 
nisseurs de prothèses auditives. 

Le ministère créera un nouveau 
conseil qui sera chargé de la surveil- 
lance et de l'élaboration de directives 
au sujet de la qualité des prothèses 
auditives à l'intention des personnes 
qui en font l'essai et des fournisseurs. 
Cette tâche sera entreprise en col- 
laboration avec la Société canadi- 
enne de l’ouïe, l'Association of Hear- 
ing Instrument Practitioners, l'Asso- 
ciation des orthophonistes et des au- 
diologistes de l'Ontario, la Canadian 
Hard of Hearing Association et des 
représentants des consommateurs. 

Pour obtenir plus de renseigne- 
ments sur le programme, sur les 
prothèses auditives et sur les organ- 
ismes autorisés à fournir des 
prothèses auditives et à en faire l’es- 


sai, communiquez avec le Pro- 
gramme d'appareils et de prothèses 
en composant le 963-1956, si vous 
habitez la région de Toronto, ou com- 
posez sans frais, le 1-800-268-6021. 
Si vous utilisez un appareil ATME, 
composez le 1-800-268-6023. 


Learning disabilities 
association celebrates 
25th anniversary 


The 11th annual conference of the 
Learning Disabilities Association of 
Ontario will take place April 6 and 7 
at Toronto’s Inn On The Park. 

Called “Coming of Age: Cele- 
brating 25 Years of Learning” the 
Conference will celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the association’s 
founding. 

Delegates will address contem- 
porary and emerging issues focus- 
ing on learning disabled persons. 
These include: assessment, social 
skills, integration and legislation. 

Keynote speakers are Ontario 
Human Rights Commissioner Raj 
Anand, former Canadian ambasa- 
dor to the United Nations Stephen 
Lewis, and Dale Brown of the 
President’s Committee on Employ- 
ment of People with Disabilities in 
Washington. 

The conference is co-sponsored 
by the Ontario Ministries of Educa- 
tion and Labour. 

For further information contact: 

Registrar L.D.A.O. 

1901 Yonge Street, Suite 304 

Toronto, Ontario 

(416) 487-4106 


New magazine serves disabled persons 


Abilities, a new magazine, aims to 
serve disabled persons across 
Canada. Articles cover many topics 
including sports, travel and fashion. 

The first issue includes articles on 
dogs bred by Canine Companions for 
Independence; an interview with 
Nobel Prize winner Stephen Haw- 
king and a story about Ken McKay 


who resumed scuba diving after a 
diving accident. 

The introductory cost for one year 
(four issues) is $8. To subscribe, 
send a cheque or money order to: 


Abilities, Suite 310 
1167 Kensington Crescent N.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2N 1X7 


Pour obtenir des exemplaires imprimés, sur bande sonore ou pour 
un changement d'adresse composer le : 1-800-387-4456 
Pour tous commentaires et suggestions, communiquer avec : 


L'Office des personnes handicapées de l'Ontario 
700, rue Bay, 16e étage 

Toronto (Ontario) 
M5G 1Z6 


What's developing under the SkyDome 


By Jan Moore 


Larry Hodgson, co-ordinator of 
Toronto’s committee on accessibility 
for the disabled is excited about the 
way Toronto’s SkyDome project is 
evolving. 

Hodgson has worked with 
SkyDome architects and designers 
since its conception. He says “acces- 
sibility is one component of good 
design. No-one has ever implied that 
accessibility is secondary to any 
other feature.” 

More than 50 associations for the 
disabled were invited to review the 
SkyDome design features. The ma- 
jority said they were pleased with the 
way the project is developing. Some 
people expressed concern about de- 
sign features specific to their needs, 
and offered suggestions for improve- 
ment. Hodgson says they'll try to 
accommodate as many groups as 
possible. 

Audio signals, braille control pan- 
els and lighted floor indicators will be 
installed in elevators. Public wash- 
rooms will have at least one wheel- 
chair accessible toilet in each. Res- 
taurants, bars, food and beverage 
concessions, souvenir and retail 
concessions, offices and nine hotel 
rooms will all be barrier-free, accord- 
ing to SkyDome spokespersons. 

Wheelchair accessible seating will 
be available at a range of vantage 
points and ticket prices. The number 
of seats canbe expanded, depending 
on the type of event being held. The 
emphasis is on “quality, not quantity 
and integration, not segregation,” 
said Hodgson. 

Hodgson says “the biggest high 
tech feature is the scoreboard, with 
its ability to display visuals, instant re- 
plays, teletype script and allow for 
split-screening for signing. 

The videoboard has a display 
screen 33 feet high and 115 feet wide 
(35 mx 10.3 m.). 

Hodgson says: “as far as accessi- 
bility, the Dome is 100 per cent better 
than anything else that exists 


throughout North America if not the 
world. There is a commitment to 
making this a role model. The world 
is watching to see if we can actually 
do what we Say we will.” 

Address comments/concerns to: 


Larry Hodgson 

Planning and Development 
18th Floor 

East Tower 

New City Hall 

Toronto, Ontario 


Heeding video could reduce injuries 


Neck and spinal cord injuries could 
be significantly reduced with the help 
of a 14-minute video promoting safe 
hockey. 

The “Smart Hockey” video, 
featuring former National Hockey 
League star Mike Bossy, supports 
the elimination of checking from 
behind, which is responsible for the 
majority of disabling neck and 
spinal cord injuries. More than 100 
hockey players have been disabled in 
recent years due to illegal body 
contact. 

The video demonstrates how most 
spinal injuries occur and how to avoid 
them by playing good hockey. It was 


financially supported by the Ontario 
Ministry of Tourism and Recreation, 
the Canadian Amateur Hockey 
Association and the National Hockey 
League Players’ Association. 

The video format is 1/2 inch VHS 
andis available in English and French 
for $20 (which includes handling and 
mailing). 

Contact: 

Canadian Sports, Spine and Head 
Injuries Research Centre 

Toronto Western Hospital 

Division of Neurosurgery 

399 Bathurst Street 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5T 2S8 (416) 369-5463 
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Un centre situé à Cornwall offre des services de développement 


Par Marthe Peters 


Depuis son ouverture en avril 1987, 
le Centre des services de 
développement de S.D. et G. offre un 
éventail de services francophones et 
anglophones aux personnes 
handicapées du développement, à 
leur famille ainsi qu'aux agences tra- 
vaillant auprès d'elles, à travers les 
comtés de Stormont, Dundas, Glen- 
garry et la ville de Cornwall. 

L'agence a adopté une structure 
corporative et administrative, afin de 
mieux répondre aux attentes cul- 
turelles et linguistiques de sa 
clientèle. Les programmes offerts 
comprennent le programme de 
relève familiale, les services aux 
enfants, l’ergothérapie, le pro- 
gramme foyer-famille et les services 
cliniques aux francophones et aux 
anglophones. 

Des services sont également of- 
ferts aux jeunes enfants considérés 
ayant un risque de devenir 
handicapés du développement en 
raison de facteurs physiques ou envi- 
ronnementaux. 

"Le centre est toujours en période 
de transition. Le but d'intégration et 
de sensibilisation est un défi a 
relever," explique M. Jean-Marc 
Boisvenue, directeur du centre. “Mais 
petit a petit, on le reléve en travaillant 
conjointement avec divers groupes 
dans la communauté.” 


Ce centre vise à promouvoir l’ac- 
ceptation des personnes atteintes 
d'un handicap du développement 
comme ayant une valeur à part 
entière au sein de la société. Le but 
est poursuivi en favorisant le déve- 
loppement du plein potentiel des per- 
sonnes handicapées et celui d'une 
communauté capable d'utiliser 
pleinement ses ressources. 


Les demandes de service sont 
acceptées de tout individu ou agence 
pourvu que le client et sa famille y 
consentent. Pour plus de renseigne- 
ments écrivez au Centre des services 
de développement de S.D. et G., 4, 
chemin Montréal, Cornwall (Ontario) 
K6H 1B1 ou contactez-le par 
téléphone en composant le 
1 (613) 937-3072. 


Lisane Turcotte, psychométricienne, fait l'évaluation d'un client. 


Unique partnership boosts special education 


The Ministry of Education will spend 
$539,444 over three years to 
establish a Centre for Special 
Education Technology atthe Robarts 
School for the Hearing Impaired in 
London, Ontario, Premier David 
Peterson and Education Minister 
Chris Ward have announced. 

The creation of the Centre 
involves a partnership among the 
ministry, IBM Canada, and the 
Centre for Communicative and 
Cognitive Disabilities at the Faculty of 
Education of the University of 
Western Ontario. 


IBM will donate approximately 
$300,000 in computer software and 
hardware, while the university will 
provide internationally-recognized 
experts to oversee the project. 

Scheduled to begin April 1, 1989, 
the centre will: 

* demonstrate and promote 
classroom use of computer 
technology in special education 

* assist students, teachers, 
administrators, and employers in 
understanding how computer 
technology can improve the quality of 
life for exceptional students 


* evaluate the effects of computer 
technology on special populations 

* establish an information 
exchange so students, parents, and 
school boards across Ontario can 
learn more about computer 
technology and how it can assist 
exceptional students 

* address the specific needs of 
francophone students and students 
in northern communities 

* seek additional partnerships with 
other computer hardware and 
software vendors in the Centre’s 
second year. 
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Les locateurs collaborent au programme Liaison-Logement 


Quelques modifications à un appar- 
tement inaccessible ont permis à une 
femme de North Bay de bénéficier 
d'un foyer plus agréable. 

Angela, âgée de 24 ans, utilise un 
fauteuil roulant depuis son adoles- 
cence. Le printemps dernier, elle 
était à la recherche d'un apparte- 
ment. Après avoir constaté qu'il exis- 
tait de longues listes d'attente pour 
des appartements accessibles, elle a 
décidé de s'inscrire au programme 
Liaison-Logement. 

En 1988, l'Office des personnes 
handicapées a établi cing bureaux de 
Liaison-Logement pour aider les per- 
sonnes handicapées a trouver des 
logements accessibles. Ces bu- 
reaux sont situés a Kitchener, Lon- 
don, North Bay, Ottawa et Thunder 
Bay. 

Le personnel de Liaison-Loge- 
ment s'occupe de mettre en rapport 
les personnes recherchant un loge- 
ment accessible avec les locateurs 
ayant des logements accessibles a 
louer. Ce service est gratuit. Au 
cours des six premiers mois, le pro- 
gramme a aidé 121 personnes atrou- 
ver un logement adéquat. 

Aprés que Angela eut trouvé un 
appartement qu'elle aimait, 
Claudette Morin, coordonnatrice de 
Liaison-Logement à North Bay, a 
demandé au propriétaire, la compa- 
gnie Mayco Homes Ltd., de rénover 
l'appartement en fonction des be- 
soins d’Angela. Ces travaux ont été 
effectués grâce à l’aide de Liaison- 
Logement et du Centre pour les per- 
sonnes handicapées de North Bay. 

Les travaux de rénovation de l'ap- 
partement de deux chambres à 
coucher, situé au rez-de chaussée de 
l'immeuble, ont permis d'enlever les 
armoires sous l'évier de la cuisine 
pour permettre d'y avoir accès en 
fauteuil roulant, d’abaisser l'appareil 
d'intercom et le judas de la porte, de 
placer des rampes portatives des 
deux côtés de la porte de la terrace, 
d'élargir la porte de la salle de bains 


et d'installer une cuisinière munie de 
commande à l'avant. 

M™ Morin a expliqué qu'il peut être 
difficile de trouver des logements 
accessibles en raison du faible taux 
de disponibilité et du manque de 
sensibilisation des locateurs à l'égard 
de la facilité avec laquelle les appar- 
tements peuvent être économique- 
ment aménagés de façon à les 
rendre accessibles. Elle a souligné 
«que les coûts sont minimes, que ce 
service est très utile et que le locateur 
peut ensuite compter sur des lo- 
cataires fiables qui occupent 
longtemps leur appartement.» 

Le personnel de Liaison-Loge- 
ment peut fournir des renseigne- 
ments au sujet des subventions of- 
fertes par le ministère du Logement 
afin de convertir des immeubles en 
logements locatifs et de rénover des 
logements dans des immeubles à 
faible densité à l'intention des per- 
sonnes handicapées. 


By Jan Moore 

A few alterations to an inaccessible 
apartment have produced an accom- 
modating home for a North Bay 
woman. 

Angela, 24, has used a wheelchair 
since she was a teenager. Last 
spring she decided to look for a home 
of her own but found lengthy waiting 
lists for accessible apartments. 
Angela then turned to Homelink for 
help. 

The Ontario Office for Disabled 
Persons established five Homelink 
Centres in 1988 to assist disabled 
persons with their search for acces- 
sible housing. Centres were estab- 
lished in Kitchener, London, North 
Bay, Ottawa and Thunder Bay. 

Persons searching for accessible 
housing and landlords who have ac- 
cessible housing for rent are put in 
contact with one another by the 
Homelink centre staff. No fee is 
charged. In the first six months of 


Charles McNeil, coordonnateur de 
Liaison-Logement à London, a in- 
diqué qu'une des personnes qu'il a 
aidé est un étudiant en droit à 
l'Université Western Ontario qui a 
quitté Sault. Ste. Marie pour 
emménager dans un appartement 
accessible situé à proximité de 
l'université. Cette expérience a incité 
M. McNeil à entreprendre la mise sur 
pied d'un réseau d'information entre 
les bureaux de Liaison-Logement de 
la province dans le but de répondre 
aux besoins des personnes qui 
doivent déménager dans une autre 
ville. 

Pour obtenir plus de renseigne- 
ments à ce sujet, écrivez à l'adresse 
suivante : 

Liaison-Logement 

Office des personnes 

handicapées 

700, rue Bay, 3° étage 

Toronto (Ontario) 

M5G 1Z6 


Homelink helps find accommodating landlords 


operation, Homelink helped 121 
people find suitable housing. 

When Angela found an apartment 
she liked, Claudette Morin, North 
Bay's Homelink co-ordinator asked 
the landlord, Mayco Homes Ltd. to 
renovate the apartment to suit her 
needs. With assistance from Home- 
link and support from North Bay’s 
Centre for the Disabled, renovations 
were completed. 

Renovations to the two-bedroom 
ground level unit included removing 
the cupboards below the kitchen sink 
to accommodate a wheelchair, lower- 
ing the intercom and front door peep- 
hole, placing portable ramps on the 
inside and outside of the patio doors, 
widening the bathroom door, and in- 
Stalling a stove with controls at the 
front. 

Morin says finding accessible 
housing can be a problem because of 
low vacancy rates and a lack of 
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Disability benefits get five per cent increase 


Increases to the Family Benefits and 
General Welfare Assistance 
programs totalling more than $101- 
million annually have been 
announced by John Sweeney, 
Ontario’s Minister of Community and 
Social Services. 

The increases come in two areas. 
The first is a five per cent increase in 
basic rates and maximum shelter 
subsidies paid to social assistance 
recipients in Ontario, representing an 
increase of $92.1-million in annual 
spending on social assistance. 

For a sole support parent with two 
children on family benefits, the 
increase will mean maximum mon- 
thly benefits will rise from $993 to 
$1,045. Maximum benefits paid to a 


disabled or blind couple in which both 


Homelink ( cont'd from p.8) 


awareness by landlords on how eas- 


ily and inexpensively apartments can 
be made accessible. She said “the 
cost is minimal, it provides a valuable 
service, andthe landlord ends up with 
dependable, long-term tenants.” 
Homelink staff provide information 
about grants to convert existing non- 
residential structures to accommoda- 
tion for disabled persons and/or 
grants to modify existing low-rise 
apartment buildings, which are avail- 
able from the Ministry of Housing. 
Charles McNeil, Homelink co-ordi- 
nator in London, says one of the 
people he has been able to assist is a 
man who moved from Sault Ste. 
Marie to study law at the University of 
Western Ontario. Because of this 
experience McNeil plans to develop 
a networking system between all 
Homelink Centres to increase the 
mobility of out-of-towners. 
For more information write: 
Homelink 
Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 3rd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5G 1Z6 


have a disability will increase from 
$1,302 to $1,368 amonth. Increases 
took effect January 1, 1989. 

Sweeney also announced that the 
ministry's personal needs allowance 
program for residents of institutions 
will be expanded. This allowance 
was formerly Known as the comfort 
allowance. 

Beginning April 1, 1989, an 
allowance of $100 per month will be 
extended to non-elderly residents of 
psychiatric hospitals and homes for 
special care which are funded by the 
Ministry of Health and to residents of 
facilities for developmentally 


handicapped people, which fallunder 


the jurisdiction of the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services. 
The expansion of the personal 
needs allowance program 
represents an additional $9.2-million 


in annual expenditures by the 
government. 
Currently, personal needs 


allowances are paid to residents of 
nursing homes, homes for the aged 
and group homes for 
developmentally handicapped 
people. 

Social assistance costs are 
shared by the federal, provincial and 
municipal governments. 


Un nouveau projet conjoint aidera 
l'enfance en difficulté 


Le premier ministre David Peterson 
et le ministre de l'Éducation, Chris 
Ward, viennent d'annoncer que le 
ministère de l'Éducation allouera, sur 
une période de trois ans, un montant 
de 539 444 $ pour la création d'un 
centre de technologie pour l'enfance 
en difficulté à l’école pour déficients 
auditifs Robarts School de London, 
en Ontario. 

Ce centre sera mis sur pied avec la 
collaboration du ministère, d'IBM 
Canada et du «Centre for 
Communicative and Cognitive 
Disabilities» de la faculté d'éducation 
de l’Université Western Ontario. 

IBM fera le don d'ordinateurs et de 
logiciels perfectionnés d'une valeur 
d'environ 300 000 $, tandis que 
l'université fournira des spécialistes 
de renommée internationale pour 
superviser le projet. 

Le centre, quidoit ouvrir ses portes 
le 1er avril 1989, s’occupera : 

+ de démontrer et de 
promouvoir l’utilisation pertinente de 
l'ordinateur dans les classes 
d'éducation de l'enfance en difficulté; 

+ d'aider les élèves, les 
enseignants, les administrateurs et 


les employeurs à comprendre 
comment l'informatique peut 
améliorer la qualité de la vie des 
élèves en difficulté et ce à l'école, au 
foyer et au travail; 

- d'évaluer l'influence de 
l'informatique sur certains groupes; 

* d'assurer l'échange 
d'informations pour permettre aux 
élèves, parents et conseils scolaires 
de l'Ontario de se renseigner 
davantage au sujet de l'informatique 
et sur l’aide qu'elle peut apporter aux 
élèves en difficulté; 

+ de répondre aux besoins 
particuliers des élèves francophones 
et des élèves vivant dans des 
localités du Nord de la province: et, 

+ deconclure des ententes avec 
d’autres fournisseurs d'ordinateurs 
et de logiciels au cours de sa seconde 
année d'existence. 


Fund enables education, communication and integration 


By Helena Katz 


A $10,000 Community Action Fund 
grant from the Ontario Office for Dis- 
abled Persons will allow A Show of 
Hands Theatre to tour public schools 
with a production about deafness. 
This group is one of 24 to receive 
more than $350,000 in Community 
Action Fund grants, Remo Mancini, 
Ontario Minister Responsible for 
Disabled Persons announced. 

The group has rewritten their pro- 
duction of “The Greatest Little Sign 
Show on Earth” to introduce public 
school children to sign language. 
The group recently completed a na- 
tional tour and performed at 60 
Ontario schools between October 11 
and December 16, 1988. 

Other groups receiving grants are: 

P.A.T.H. Employment Services in 
Hamilton received $26,300 to assist 
chronically unemployed disabled 
persons to find employment. 

The Six Nations Special Services 
in Ohsweken received $20,000 


for an exercise and recreation pro- 
gram on the reserve. 

The Canadian Mental Health As- 
sociation Ottawa-Carleton Branch 
received $15,300 to launch an adver- 
tising campaign. This project is 
funded with proceeds from the sale of 
Ottawa artist Ben Bobolowski prints 
of Ottawa Valley scenes. 

Epilepsy Ontario, $27,100 to re- 
vise and distribute its pamphlet. 

The Ontario Society for Autistic 
Citizens,$31,000 to launch an aware- 
ness and education campaign and 
reprint its pamphlet on autism. 

The Association for Persons with 
Severe Handicaps, Ontario Chapter, 
$3,000 to pay for a conference held 
in Kitchener. The group’s main goal is 
the integration of severely mentally 
disabled children and adults. 

The Ottawa-Carleton Independ- 
ent Living Centre, $18,000 to edu- 
cate the public, professionals, dis- 
abled persons and their families 


Minister Remo Mancini gets acquainted with one of the students at W. Ross 
MacDonald, a residential school in Brantford. The school teaches visually 
impaired and deaf-blind students from kindergarten through to high school 
graduation. 


Le ministre Remo Mancini rencontre un élève de l'école W. Ross MacDonald, 
un pensionnat de Brantford. Cette école assure l'éducation d'élèves 
malvoyants ou sourds et aveugles de la maternelle jusqu'au diplôme d'études 


secondaires. 
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about independent living and the 
role of an independent living centre. 

The Thunder Bay Chapter of the 
Canadian Paraplegic Association, 
$6,600 to hold a conference on spinal 
cord research, sexuality and chapter 
development in Thunder Bay. 

The Canadian Hearing Society, 
$35,000 to sponsor the Disabled 
People for Employment Equity out- 
reach program. 

The Scadding Court Community 
Centre in Toronto, $6,200 to train 
disabled volunteers in effective advo- 
cacy and decision-making. 

The Brampton/Caledon Associa- 
tion for the Mentally Retarded, 
$9,500 to produce a video about 
services it provides including a pre- 
school program, a residential pro- 
gram and vocational programs. 

Brantford’s Rolling Thunder The- 
atre Company, $10,000 to promote a 
new play. The company uses enter- 
tainment to heighten public aware- 
ness of disabled persons. 

Dryden and District Association 
forthe Mentally Retarded, $3,100 for 
aworkshop, “Positive Options for Re- 
sponding to Challenging Behavior’. 

The Canadian Mental Health As- 
sociation’s Peel Branch, $14,000 for 
a video promoting employability of 
persons with mental health problems. 

The Fort Frances and District 
Branch of the Canadian Diabetes 
Association, $3,200 to hold an 
awareness symposium for diabetics 
in the Northwestern region. 

The Toronto-based Centre for 
Equality Rights in Accommodation, 
$14,000 to distribute a pamphlet 
about human rights protection in ac- 
commodation. Entitled “Discrimina- 
tion: It’s Against the Law”, it will be 
distributed to agencies, organiza- 
tions, government offices and dis- 
abled persons. 

The Canadian Paraplegic 
Association’s Ontario Division, 
$20,000 for areporton community in- 
tegration of quadriplegic persons. 

The Cerebral Palsy Association of 
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| Brian Amey and Bernie Costello received Humanitarian Awards in 


recognition of their assistance to the Cawker family after fire destroyed their 
home. The two men are Para-Way Transportation (formerly Wheel- Trans) 
drivers and as a regular user, Terry often chatted with them. When they heard 
of her troubles they rounded up many items to replace those lost in the fire. 
From left to right are: Brian Arney, Art and Terry Cawker and Bernie Costello. 


Brian Arney et Bernie Costello ont reçu un prix en reconnaissance des services 
humanitaires qu'ils ont rendus à la famille Cawker après l'incendie de leur 
maison. Les deux hommes sont des conducteurs à l'emploi de Para-Way 
Transportation (appelé auparavant Wheel-Trans) et, en tant que passagère 
régulière, Terry parle souvent avec eux. Lorsque les deux conducteurs ont pris 
connaissance des problèmes de sa famille, ils ont commencé à recueillir des 
biens pour remplacer ceux qui ont été détruits lors l'incendie. De gauche à 
droite, on aperçoit Brian Arney, Art et Terry Cawker et Bernie Costello. 


Windsor and Essex County, $2,500 
to host the Ontario Federation of the 
Cerebral Palsied's annual confer- 
ence. 

People First, a self-advocacy or- 
ganization of people labelled “men- 
tally handicapped”, $29,100 to train 
new leaders for their group. 

To make the public more aware of 
Alzheimer’s, the Alzheimer Society of 
Ottawa-Carleton received $20,500. 

The Canadian Mental Health As- 
sociation in Thunder Bay received 
$1,450 to hold a workshop bringing 
together health care professionals, 
consumers and family members of 
persons with a psychiatric disability to 
explore ways of improving services to 
psychiatrically disabled persons. 

The Cambridge Active Self-Help in 
Kitchener, $26,400 to establish a 
meeting place to provide emotional 
and social support to members. 


People First-Carleton Place in 
Perth, $1,350 to hold a one-day con- 
ference on leadership, to strengthen 
existing groups and encourage the 
formation of new groups. 

Since the Community Action 
Fund was established in June 1986, 
135 organizations have received 
more than $ 1.8-million in grants. 
The fund assists organizations 
which undertake initiatives that pro- 
mote the full participation of disabled 
persons incommunity life in Ontario. 

Applications are available from 
the Ontario Office for Disabled Per- 
sons, 700 Bay Street, 2nd floor, 
Toronto M5G 1Z6. 


For more information contact: 
Marthe Dallaire, Coordinator 
Community Action Fund 

(416) 963-3121 
1-800-387-4456 (Voice/TDD) 


Rolling Thunder 
needs actors 


Rolling Thunder is looking for two 
people with disabilities who are 
interested in acting with the 
company beginning in July 1989 
(previous acting experience is not 
necessary). Together with the 


other cast members and the artistic 
director, these new actors will 
develop an original play over the 
summer and then tour from 


September 1989 until June 1990. 
Although the company is based 
in Brantford, the cast spends a 
great deal of time onthe road. This 
year Rolling Thunder expects to 
perform approximately 170 times in 
Ontario and the United States. 


For more information contact: 
Larry Brown, Artistic Director 
Rolling Thunder Theatre Company 
10 Bell Lane 

Brantford, Ontario N3T 5W5 


Family Support Workers 
hold spring conference 


The Family Support Workers Asso- 
ciation of Ontario Conference will 
be held Wednesday, May 31 and 
Thursday, June 1, 1989 at Glen 
House Resort in Gananoque, 
Ontario. 

The conference will feature a 
team presentation on sexual abuse 
of developmentally handicapped 
persons, and sessions on working 
with parents with developmental 


handicaps, integration and support 
circles. 


For more information contact: 


Stacey Hunter 

The Corporation of the Leeds, 
Grenville and Lanark 

District Health Unit 

70 Charles Street 

Brockville, Ontario 

K6V 1T3 

1-613-345-4262 
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CURRENT PUBLICATIONS 


Disabled drivers guide now updated 


An updated version of the popular 
Guide for Disabled Drivers in Ontario 
has been published by the Ministry of 
Transportation and the Office for 
Disabled Persons. 

Along with updated information on 
how to buy insurance, choose the 
right vehicle, apply for tax rebates, 
purchase adaptive equipment and 
obtain driving instructions, the guide 


contains winter driving advice for dis- 
abled persons travelling during the 
winter months and information for 
disabled drivers wishing to equip 
their vehicles with emergency tele- 
communication systems. 

The Guide is available in English, 
French and ontape by calling tollfree 
1-800-387-4456 from anywhere in 
the province or 965-3165 in Toronto. 


Substitute decision-making subject of FRAM report 


The FRAM report was prepared by 
the Advisory Committee on Substi- 
tute Decision-Making for Mentally In- 
capable Persons and has been re- 
leased by the Attorney General. 

Substitute decision-making in- 
volves questions of who should be 
allowed to make personal care and 
property administration decisions on 
behalf of those who, because of 
mental incapacity, cannot make their 
own decisions. 

The advisory committee included 
government officials, nominees of the 
legal, health, psychological and so- 
cial work professions and nominees 
of various interest groups. It was 
established in November 1985. 


Comic book extraordinaire 


The Crime Busters is a comic-col- 
oring book that tells the story of two 
friends who witness a bank rob- 
bery. In their quest to solve the 


crime and bring the bad guys to 
justice, the friends are led to distant 
galaxies. 


Crime Busters was written and 
designed by Patrick Seguin. The 
World of Dreams Foundation 
helped Seguin, a 16 - year-old with 
muscular dystrophy, to get his book 
published. 

The book is available in English 
and French for $6.95 at Coles The 
Book People bookstores. 
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Copies of the report are available 
from the Ministries of Health, Com- 
munity and Social Services, Senior 
Citizens’ Affairs, the Office for 
Disabled Persons and the Ontario 
Government Bookstore. 


Estimates now available 


The Estimates statement given by 
Remo Manicini, Minister Respon- 
sible for Disabled Persons, before 
the Standing Committee on General 
Government is available in English, 
French and on tape. 


Call the Office for Disabled Persons 
toll free number: 1-800-387-4456. 


Parution du nouveau 
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Let your fingers 
do the shopping 


“They Deliver" -- compiled by 
Penny Woods is a directory that 
lists stores that deliver purchases, 
stores taking phone orders, pro- 
fessionals who make house calls, 
and in-home personal services. 

The book has about 500 list- 
ings in 48 categories including 
everything from grocery stores, 
hairdressers, art supplies, meals- 
on-wheels, poodle groomers, 
surgical supply dealers, pharma- 
cies, and even wineries. Also in- 
cluded is a wide range of profes- 
sionals who make house calls — 
there are numbers to get intouch 
with physicians, nursing services, 
dentists, physiotherapists, etc. 
Most are in Metro Toronto. 

“They Deliver” is available at 
Coles, W.H. Smith, and Classics 
book stores in the Metro Toronto 
area, or can be ordered directly 
from: 

City Guides Publishing 

Box 413, Station Z 

Toronto, Ontario M5N 225 

Cost is $7.95 plus tax 

and postage. 


Guide des conducteurs handicapés 


Le ministère des Transports et 
l'Office des personnes handicapées 
viennent de publier une version 
révisée du Guide à l'intention des 
conducteurs handicapés. 

Cette publication très populaire 
offre des conseils au sujet de l'achat 
d'une police d'assurance, la façon de 
choisir un véhicule adéquat, les 
déductions fiscales, l'achat 
d'équipement pouvant être installé 
dans un véhicule, de même que sur 
la conduite d'un véhicule. Le guide 


offre également des conseils de 
conduite automobile en hiver et des 
renseignements à l'intention des 
automobilistes handicapés désirant 
installer un système de 
télécommunication d'urgence dans 
leur véhicule. 

Vous pouvez demander un 
exemplaire de ce guide, disponible 
en français et en anglais, en 
composant sans frais le 1-800-387- 
4456 ou, si vous habitez la région de 
Toronto, le 965-3165. 
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Lourier/Courrier 


Office for Disabled Persons/Office des personnes handicapées 


Remo Mancini 
Minister/ministre 


Le gouvernement publie des 
documents imprimés pour 
les handicapés visuels 


Les ministères du gouvernement de 
l'Ontario répondront aux besoins des 
personnes qui ne sont pas en mesure 
de lire ou d'utiliser des textes à ca- 
ractères d'imprimerie ordinaires en 
fournissant des renseignements en 
braille, en gros caractères ou avec 

l'aide d'une lectrice ou d'un lecteur. 
En annonçant cette politique gou- 
vernementale à l'occasion d’un dis- 
cours prononcé devant le World Blind 
Union, un organisme international re- 
présentant des aveugles et des per- 
(Suite en page 8) 


Budget includes 
disability initiatives 
There was good news for Ontario’s 
disabled citizens in the provincial 
budget tabled May 17. 

To begin with, the budget ear- 
marked a total of $53-million for three 
measures of direct benefit to persons 
with disabilities. These were: 

+ A total of $38-million to be 
spent over five years to provide bar- 
rier-free access to Ontario Govern- 
ment buildings. 

* An additional $5-million in 
1989-90 to fulfil the government's 
commitment to improve transporta- 
tion services for disabled persons 
and senior citizens. 

+ Additional funding of $10-mil- 
lion over the next two years for the 
Ontario Home Renewal Program for 
Disabled Persons. This program 
assists disabled persons by provid- 

(Cont'd on page 11) 


Ontario 


Summer/Estivale 1989 


David McFarlane is all smiles beside his Kari Award as he meets Premier 


David Peterson. Story on p. 7. 


David McFarlane montre fièrement son 


prix Kari, pres du premier ministre David Peterson. 


Government provides alternatives to print 


Ontario Ministries are to meet rea- 
sonable requests from people who 
cannot read or handle government 
information in print by providing the 
information in braille, large print, on 
tape or with the services of a reader. 

“The Government of Ontario is de- 
termined to improve access to public 
information for everyone,” said On- 
tario Minister Responsible for Dis- 
abled Persons Remo Mancini, an- 
nouncing the government-wide pol- 
icy in a speech in Toronto to officers 
of the World Blind Union, an interna- 
tional organization representing 
blind and visually-impaired persons 


worldwide. 

Approximately 127,000 people in 
the province cannot read or handle 
regular print because of blindness, 
visual impairment, developmental or 
learning disabilities or severe physi- 
cal disability that makes it impossible 
to hold books and turn pages. Until 
now most Ontario government infor- 
mation, such as brochures and re- 
ports, has been mainly available in 
printed form, which Mr. Mancini 
called “a significant barrier to involve- 
ment and participation” for many dis- 
abled persons. 

(Cont'd on page 11) 


Remo Mancini: 


Minister's message 


In the most recent Speech from the 
Throne the Ontario government af- 
firmed its deep commitment to help- 
ing all residents of Ontario to realize 
their potential through an increased 
emphasis on education, healthy 
lifestyles and involvement in the 
work force. In the Decade for Dis- 
abled Persons 1983-1992, we are 
especially concerned to promote 
equality, independence and full indi- 
vidual development for those On- 
tario residents who have disabilities. 

Over the past two years | am 
proud to say that the Ontario govern- 
ment and the Office for Disabled 
Persons have undertaken a number 
of initiatives designed to take us fur- 
ther along the road to full social and 
economic integration for disabled 
citizens. These include: 

° Amendments to the Ontario 
Human Rights Code giving disabled 
persons better access to goods, 
services and facilities. 

+ Expansion of the Assistive 
Devices Program, which pays 75 per 
cent of the cost of such devices as 
wheelchairs, hearing aids and os- 
tomy supplies for all age groups. 

+ Amendments to the Ontario 
Building Code to improve physical 
accessibility to new buildings. 

* Grants to municipalities to 
expand transportation services for 
disabled persons. 

¢ The provision of government 
information, where requested, in 
such forms as braille, large print and 
audiotape. This is an important step 
towards opening up the public pro- 
cess for disabled individuals who are 
unable to make use of ordinary 
printed materials. 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments or suggestions should be mailed to the Editor: 
Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 16th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


George Blumson / London Free Press 


Remo Mancini, Minister, plays animal dominoes with Trevor Gillen and 
Heather Dans during a visit at London's Robarts School. 


Le ministre Remo Mancini, joue aux dominos animaux avec Trevor Gillen 
et Heather Dans lors d'une visite à l'école Robarts de London. 


| would also like to take this oppor- 
tunity to congratulate our provincial 
Advisory Council for Disabled Per- 
sons for hosting the first interprovin- 
cial meeting of advisory councils on 
May 4and5. The meeting, which fo- 
cussed on employment issues, was 
attended by five provincial councils 
and by delegates representing the 
remaining five provinces and the fed- 
eral Government. 

This was atruly historic meeting. It 
is my hope that it will become an 
annual event. | also see it as an im- 
portant first step towards a more 
comprehensive approach to disabil- 
ity concerns. The next step, in my 
view, would be a full-fledged confer- 
ence on disability issues bringing 
together ministers representing all 
Canadian governments: federal, pro- 
vincial, and territorial. 

| am proud of these initiatives on 
the part of the advisory council, and 
proud of the role that the Office for 
Disabled Persons itself has been 


able to play in advancing the principle 
of equal access for all. 


Violence against women 
topic of study 


The Office for Disabled Persons will 
undertake a $100,000 study on the 
incidence of violence against women 
with disabilities and the accessibility 
of government programs for this 
group, Remo Mancini, Minister Re- 
sponsible for Disabled Persons has 
announced. 

“This new initiative will assess the 
nature and extent of family violence 
experienced by disabled women, 
whether or not they are accessing 
government services and, if not, the 
nature of the barriers they are facing,” 
Mr. Mancini said. 

The province’s integrated ap- 
proach to wife assault prevention and 
services, which involves 15 ministries 
and agencies, is co-ordinated by the 
Ontario Women’s Directorate. New 
funding of $5.4-million for all projects 
was announced by Gregory Sorbara, 
Minister Responsible for Women’s 
Issues. The funding included 
$50,000 towards the cost of the study 
by the Office for Disabled Persons. 
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Message du ministre 


Dans le discours du Trône, prononcé 
récemment, le gouvernement de 
l'Ontario a fait part de son engage- 
ment profond à aider les citoyens de 
l'Ontario à réaliser leur plein potentiel 
grâce à une meilleure éducation, un 
style de vie plus sain et l'emploi. 
Pendant la présente Décennie des 
personnes handicapées, 1983-1992, 
nous nous efforçons principalement 
de promouvoir l'égalité, l’indépen- 
dance et l'épanouissement des per- 
sonnes handicapées de l'Ontario. 

Au cours des deux dernières 
années, je suis heureux de signaler 
que le gouvernement de l'Ontario et 
l'Office des personnes handicapées 
ont réalisé un certain nombre d'initia- 
tives destinées à nous rapprocher 
davantage de la pleine intégration 
sociale et économique des person- 
nes handicapées. Ces initiatives 
comprennent notamment : 

* des amendements au Code 
des droits de la personne de l'Ontario 
pour reconnaître le droit des person- 
nes handicapées d’avoir un meilleur 
accès aux biens, aux services et aux 
installations; 


Victims of violence 


Victims of Violence Society is a na- 
tional non-profit organization 
based in Edmonton that provides 
support to victims of violent crime. 

It puts callers in touch with other 
crime victims in their home com- 
munities to provide long-termemo- 
tional support. They also help 
families of missing children. How- 
ever the Centre cannot handle 
Sightings of missing persons. 
These should be reported to local 
police. 

A national conference was held 
in Calgary in May to discuss pro- 
grams and services to assist vic- 
tims of violence and the viability of 
forming a Canadian Organization 
for Victim Assistance. 

The Society’s toll free number 
is: 1-800-661-9960. 


* expansion du Programme 
des appareils et accessoires fonc- 
tionnels (PAAF) qui permet de 
défrayer 75 pour 100 du cout des fau- 
teuils roulants, des prothéses audi- 
tives et des appareils visuels et de 
communication pour les personnes 
de tous les groupes d'âge; 

* des amendements au Code du 
bâtiment de l'Ontario pour améliorer 
l'accessibilité des nouveaux édifices; 

* des subventions aux munici- 
palités pour accroitre les services de 
transport destinés aux personnes 
handicapées; 

* la distribution, sur demande, 
de documents d'information gouver- 
nementale imprimés en braille et en 
gros caractéres ou enregistrés sur 
ruban magnétique. Cette initiative 
est une étape importante visant a 
permettre aux personnes handi- 
capées incapables d'utiliser des 
documents à caractères d'imprimerie 
ordinaires de participer davantage 
aux affaires publiques. 

J'aimerais également profiter de 
l'occasion pour féliciter le Conseil 
consultatif de l'Ontario sur les per- 
sonnes handicapées pour avoir été 
l'hôte de la première rencontre inter- 
provinciale des comités consultatifs, 
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les 4 et 5 mai derniers. Cinq conseils 
consultatifs provinciaux et des 
délégués des cinq autres provinces 
et du gouvernement fédéral ont pris 
part à cette rencontre qui a permis de 
discuter des questions se rapportant 
à l'emploi. 

Il s'agissait vraiment d'une ren- 
contre historique. J'espère que cet 
événement se répétera chaque 
année parce que la liste des ques- 
tions que nous devons discuter est 
relativement longue. Je crois égale- 
ment qu'il s’agit là d'une première 
étape importante vers une approche 
plus approfondie des problèmes des 
personnes handicapées. À mon avis, 
la prochaine étape devrait consister 
en la tenue d'une conférence nation- 
ale pour discuter des diverses ques- 
tions relatives aux personnes handi- 
capées et à laquelle participeraient 
tous les ministres représentant les 
gouvernements fédéral, provinciaux 
et territoriaux. 

Je suis fier de cesinitiatives prises 
par le Conseil consultatif, de même 
que du rôle que l'Office des person- 
nes handicapées a joué jusqu'à 
maintenant dans la promotion du 
principe de l'égalité d'accès pour 
toutes les personnes. 
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Attending the reception at the first interprovincial meeting of advisory councils 


are (L to R): Randy Dickinson,Fredericton, N.B., Minister Remo Mancini, 
Nancy Stone, Niagara Falls, Ont., Mary Tate, Toronto, Paul Bourque, 
Moncton, N.B. and Beverley G. Hallam of Toronto. 


Five new appointments made to Advisory Council 


Chief Roy McDonald of the White 
Dog Reserve, Denis Bergeron of 
Thunder Bay and Rev. Massey Lom- 
bardi, Patricia Hatt and Barry Swad- 
ron, Q.C., all of Toronto, have been 
appointed members of the Ontario 
Advisory Council for Disabled Per- 
sons. 

Robert Loveless of London, On- 
tario, now a vice-chairperson, suc- 
ceeds Ronald McInnes of Toronto as 
chairperson of the council on July 1. 

“Members of the Advisory Council 
bring a tremendous breadth of expe- 
rience and skills to their work,” said 
Remo Mancini, Minister Responsible 
for Disabled Persons. “Their assis- 
tance is invaluable as the Ontario 
Government works towards equal 
opportunities for persons with dis- 
abilities.” 

The Council advises the govern- 
ment on disability-related issues and 
government policy in such areas as 
education, employment, rehabilita- 
tion, transportation and independent 
living. 

Mr. Bergeron is president of the 
Thunder Bay Centre of the Deaf and 
a literacy and life skills coach for deaf 
adults at the Lakehead Board of 
Continuing Education. He has 
worked for many years in the fields of 
sign language instruction and out- 
reach to increase public awareness 
of deaf persons. 

Rev. Massey Lombardi is a Fran- 
ciscan priest and teacher of deaf per- 
sons who has extensive background 
in such areas as human rights, race 
relations and social services for eth- 
nic communities. 

Patricia Hatt has worked as a 
special education teacher and pri- 
vate remedial tutor. She is past presi- 
dent of the Toronto Association for 
Children with Learning Disabilities 
and has spoken at many conferences 
and workshops on learning disabili- 
ties. 

Barry Swadron, a lawyer, is 
founder of the law firm Swadron 
Associates. He has many years of 
experience working in the area of 
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Denis Bergeron 
Patricia Hatt 


Rev. Massey Lombardi 
Barry Swadron 


A photo of Chief Roy McDonald is not available. 
Une photo du chef Roy McDonald n'est pas disponible. 


advocacy for persons with psychiat- 
ric, developmental and physical dis- 
abilities. 

Roy McDonald, who has been 
chief of his reserve for 10 years, has 
worked as a volunteer for many com- 
munity organizations including 
Ojibway Tribal Family Services for 
troubled native children. 

Nancy M. Stone of Niagara Falls 


and Sharon Hoenen of Bridgenorth 
are reappointed as vice-chairper- 
sons for one year. Rodney Carpen- 
ter, Mary Lou Ware and Jean-Remi 
Champagne of Ottawa, Haile 
Selassie Girma and Anne Musgrave 
of Toronto and Gavin Shanks of King- 
ston have all been re-appointed 
members of Council for one-year 
terms. 


TD Bank has an employment equity program 


The Toronto Dominion Bank has an 
Employment Equity Program for 
people with disabilities. Jobs are 
available in branches, administration 
centres, data processing, etc. 


If interested in career opportunities 
with the TD Bank contact Patti 
Fuhrman in Toronto at (416) 982- 
4446. Appointments can be made 
outside of normal office hours. 
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Par Marthe Peters | 
Lorraine Lavigueur est une femme, 
une mère de famille, et elle travaille à 
temps plein. Lorraine a un handicap 
caché. Elle a l’épilepsie. 

Lorraine est la sixième personne 
présentée dans la campagne de 
sensibilisation de l'Office des person- 
nes handicapées de l'Ontario. 

Selon Lorraine, le public a un man- 
que de compréhension envers les 
gens atteint d'un handicap caché. 
«lls considèrent qu'on est incapable 
d'occuper un emploi, de vivre une vie 
normale. Ce qu'on ne voit pas est 
plus difficile à comprendre» explique 
Lorraine. 

En 1987, lorsque l'Office a com- 
muniqué auprès des ontariens handi- 
capés, on lui a affirmé que le principal 
obstacle à leur intégration dans la 
société était, et l’est toujours, l'atti- 
tude dépassée du public. 

L'Office lança donc au printemps 
1988 «C'est une question diatti- 
tude», une campagne de sensibilisa- 
tion qui présente des personnes 
handicapées racontant leur vie en 
leurs propres mots. 

La campagne consiste en des 
messages télévisés de 30 secondes, 
des messages imprimés et des af- 
fiches. 

Lorraine est présentée dans un 
message télévisé en français et une 
affiche bilingue qui ont été ajoutés à 
la deuxième phase de la campagne 
ce printemps. Le message imprimé le 
sera cet automne. 

Il y a quatre ans que Lorraine est 
atteinte de l'épilepsie. Les médecins 
lui ont défendu de conduire. Elle ne 
pouvait pas prendre de bain sauf s'il 
y avait quelqu'un à la maison pour la 
surveiller. Les médicaments lui cau- 
saient des ennuis. Elle se sentait 
seule, emprisonnée. 

Elle a quitté son emploi lorsqu'elle 
a été rétrogradée. Elle soupçonne 
que son employeur a manqué de 
confiance envers elle lorsqu'elle lui a 
confié qu'elle avait l'épilepsie. 

Elle se décourage encherchantun 
autre emploi. Elle a eu plusieurs en- 


trevues mais elle n'a pas été em- 
bauchée. «Je ne cache rien. Je leur 
ai dit que j'avais l’épilepsie et que 
malgré ça je suis compétente» ex- 
plique Lorraine. 

Pour mieux comprendre son 
handicap, sa famille l'encourage de 
se renseigner auprès d'Épilepsie On- 
tario a Toronto. Elle organise un bu- 
reau à Sudbury. Elle travaille àtemps 


_ Lorraine n’a pas lair d’une personne handicapée 


plein maintenant donnant de l'infor- 
mation au public et de l’aide à 
d'autres personnes ayant l’épilepsie. 

«Je vois tous les jours les discrimi- 
nations et les préjugés qui sont im- 
posés par le public. Je souhaite que 
ma participation dans cette cam- 
pagne aidera à changer ces atti- 
tudes» exprime Lorraine. 


= CS 


Lorraine na pas l'air d'une personne handicapée, mais elle en est une. 


«Je pense que c'est à cause d'un manque de 
compréhension que des gens considèrent que 
les personnes ayant un handicap caché sont 
incapables d'occuper un emploi. Ce qu'on ne 
voit pas est plus difficile à comprendre.» 

Comme 937 000 Ontariens adultes, 


Pour recevoir une affiche, écrire à 
Office des personnes handicapées 
700, rue Bay, 16€ étage 

Toronto (Ontario) M5G 1Z6 


Lorraine est handicapée, Même si elle est 
atteinte d'un des nombreux handicaps cachés, 
cela ne l'empêche pas de vivre une vie nor- 
male. Lorraine est très active dans son milieu, 
elle est une épouse et une mère de deux 
enfants et occupe un emploi à temps plein. 


Cest une question d'ttitude. 


Le principal problème de Lorraine 
n'est pas l'épilepsie, mais plutôt la façon dont 
les gens y réagissent. Si on se permet de la 
juger à partir de ce qu'on ne voit pas, peut- 
être devrions-nous faire la même chose pour 
nous-même 


Office des personnes 
handicapées 


Remo Mancini, ministre 
Ontario 


Vous pouvez obtenir des affiches de Lorraine en communiquant avec 
l'Office des personnes handicapées au numéro 1-800-387-4456. 


Pour obtenir des exemplaires imprimés, sur bande sonore ou pour 
un changement d'adresse composer le : 1-800-387-4456 
Pour tous commentaires et suggestions, communiquer avec : 


L'Office des personnes handicapées de l'Ontario 
700, rue Bay, 16e étage 
Toronto (Ontario) M5G 1Z6 


Le budget contient 
de bonnes nouvelles 


Le budget de l'Ontario présenté le 17 
mai dernier contenait de bonnes 
nouvelles pour les personnes handi- 
capées. 

Tout d’abord, le budget réserve 53 
millions de dollars pour la mise en 
oeuvre de trois mesures qui bénéfi- 
cieront directement aux personnes 
handicapées. 

° Un montant de 38 millions de 
dollars sera dépensé au cours des 
cinq prochaines années pour 
améliorer l'accessibilité des édifices 
du gouvernement de l'Ontario. 

+ Un montant supplémentaire 
de cinq millions de dollars sera con- 
sacré en 1989-1990 à l'amélioration 
des services de transport destinés 
aux personnes handicapées et 
agées, donnant ainsi suite à l'en- 
gagement du gouvernement dans ce 
domaine. 

- Un montant supplémentaire 
de 10 millions de dollars sera con- 
sacré au cours des deux prochaines 
années au Programme de rénova- 
tion des logements de l'Ontario pour 
les personnes handicapées. Ce pro- 
gramme permet d'aider les person- 
nes handicapées à améliorer l'ac- 
cessibilité de leur logement en ac- 
cordant des prêts sans intérêt. 

Un montant annuel supplémen- 
taire de 90 millions de dollars sera 
consacré au programme privé de lo- 
gement sans but lucratif Homes 
Now. Dix pour cent des unités de 
logement construits en vertu de ce 
programme seront réservés aux 
personnes ayant des besoins 
spéciaux. Les personnes handi- 
capées représentent la plus grande 
proportion de ce groupe. 

Le budget prévoit également que 
les personnes handicapées bénéfi- 
cieront d'un dégrèvement de la taxe 
de vente sur les véhicules et d'une 
exemption de la taxe de cinq dollars 
s'appliquant à l'achat de pneus de 
véhicules. 

De plus, un grand nombre de per- 


Briefing 
the media 
on 
preferred , 
terms # 


ce 


(L toR) Tom Ritter, Les Lam, Cathy Mc 


Pherson, David Onley, Gary Malkowski 


and Cindy Burley were guest speakers at a media briefing session on "Word 
Choices" - the lexicon of preferred terms compiled by the Office for Disabled 
Persons in consultation with Ontario's disabled community. 

Cindy's guide dog, Eli, peeks out at the audience. 


(de g. a d.) Tom Ritter, Les Lam, Cathy McPherson, David Onley, Gary 
Malkowski et Cindy Burley étaient les conférenciers invités lors de la 
conférence de presse tenue à l'occasion du lancement de la publication "Le 
mot juste", un lexique des termes suggérés par l'Office des personnes 
handicapées élaboré en consultation avec les organismes représentant les 
personnes handicapées de l'Ontario. 


Eli, le chien-guide de Cindy jette un regard vers l'auditoire. 


sonnes handicapées de la province 
bénéficieront des mesures de 
réforme de l'aide sociale annoncées 
dans le budget et qui s'élèvent à 415 
millions de dollars. Cette réforme 
reflète les recommandations du 
Comité d'examen de l’aide sociale, 
de même que les nombreuses con- 
sultations effectuées auprès de di- 
vers organismes et particuliers. 
Parmi les mesures de réforme de 
l'aide sociale qui intéressent plus 
particulièrement les personnes han- 
dicapées, on note l'allocation d'un 
montant supplémentaire de 55 mil- 


lions de dollars pour l'amélioration de 
la qualité des services d'aides famili- 
ales et d’auxiliaires fournis par des 
organismes, de même que des serv- 
ices aux jeunes délinquants, aux vic- 
times de violence familiale et aux 
handicapés mentaux. 

Les transferts aux municipalités 
en vue de l’aide sociale générale aux 
personnes seules et aux familles 
dans le besoin seront accrus de 13,6 
pour 100. Cette hausse reflète l'aide 
supplémentaire de la province en vue 
d'accroître les prestations. 
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By Ena Currie 


One thousand people stood to ap- 
plaud David McFarlane when he won 
a Kari, the award for best performer at 
the Bessies in Toronto. David, who 
has Down’s Syndrome, is one of six 
disabled Ontarians who are part of 
the awareness campaign of the Of- 
fice for Disabled Persons. 

The Bessies are awarded annually 
by the Television Bureau of Canada 
in conjunction with the Broadcast 
Executives Society. 

Besides the Kari, the 30-second 
TV spot of David won a gold and the 
overall campaign won an award of 
merit. 

The awards are among 10 re- 
ceived for the TV, print and poster 
campaign, 'Do You Have an Open 
Mind?" 

Other awards won by the cam- 
paign are: U.S. Mobius Award for 
David's Story. This award “exempli- 
fies the height of achievement in 
broadcasting advertising,” and is pre- 
sented annually to first place winners 
in the U.S. Television and Radio 
Commercial Festival in Chicago. 

The Media Access Award of the 
California Governor's Committee for 
Employment of Disabled Persons 
was presented forthe campaign. The 
award “recognizes the efforts of 
those who have realistically por- 
trayed people with disabilities in tele- 
vision, film, radio, theatre and print.” 

The prestigious Communications 
Arts Magazine awarded two golds - 
one for David’s Story and one for the 
campaign, while the Toronto Art Di- 
rectors awarded a gold for David's 
Story and a silver for the campaign. 
The Canadian Marketing Awards 
gave a silver for the campaign. 

Also appearing in the ads are Les 
Lam, a pharmacist who is paraplegic; 
Cindy Burley, an activist who is blind; 
Jonathan Samson, a hard of hearing 
student; Barbara Stewart, a young 
deaf woman who communicates by 
sign language and Lorraine Lav- 
igueur who has epilepsy. 

“These are real people, not actors, 


who speak for themselves in their 
own words,” said Remo Mancini, 
Minister Responsible for Disabled 
Persons. “We're talking about people 
like you and me who just happen to 
have a disability. The message is a 
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powerful one that speaks to all of us.” 
The campaign elicited hundreds of 
letters from individuals, teachers, 
municipalities, business and industry 
including Manufacturers Life, Ford, 
Canada’s Wonderland and Molson. 
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Mancini, Lorraine Lavigueur, Jonathan Samson and Cindy Burley. 


Portable parking permits replace licence plates 


Disabled persons have responded 
favorably to the move to portable 
parking permits to replace current 
special licence plates issued by the 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation. 

The change is the result of consul- 
tation with the disabled community, 
the Ministers Responsible for Dis- 
abled Persons, Senior Citizens’ Af- 
fairs, Municipal Affairs, the Solicitor 
General and the Association of Mu- 
nicipalities of Ontario. 

Remo Mancini, Minister Respon- 
sible for Disabled Persons, consulted 
organizations of disabled persons 
and met and spoke to the Association 
of Municipalities of Ontario. 

The permit will travel with the dis- 
abled person no matter what vehicle 
that person or the disabled person's 
driver is using. 

The card is to be displayed on the 


dashboard or sun visor of the car. It 
replaces the disabled symbol licence 
plate now issued by the Ministry of 
Transportation as well as permits 
issued by municipalities. 

Experience has shown that the 
plate is not practical for disabled 
persons who must use more than one 
car. There have also been abuses of 
the disabled symbol licence program 
by drivers who are not disabled. 

Complementary amendments to 
the Ontario Municipal Act will give the 
permit status under that statute. A 
model by-law prepared by the Minis- 
try of Municipal Affairs will encourage 
municipalities to provide consistency 
and uniformity in parking for disabled 
persons across Ontario. Municipali- 
ties will still be able to tailor their own 
disabled parking programs to fit local 
conditions. 


Minister announces $415-million reforms 


John Sweeney, Minister of Commu- 
nity and Social Services, has an- 
nounced a $415-million package of 
reforms to Ontario’s social assis- 
tance system. 

The new agenda is based on rec- 
ommendations contained in the re- 
port of the Social Assistance Review 
Committee and advice from a variety 
of individuals and groups across 
Ontario. 

The package is designed to assist 
individuals receiving social assis- 
tance to become more economically 
independent; improve benefits to 
provide greater assistance for fami- 
lies with children and those individu- 
als and families faced with high shel- 
ter costs; and to reduce complexity 
and build greater fairness into the 
social assistance system. 

The minister introduced a new 
$22-million Supports to Employment 
Program, (STEP), which involves 
seven changes to the existing system 
and is intended to remove barriers to 
employment for individuals receiving 
social assistance. 

STEP will (1) eliminate the finan- 
cial barriers to full-time work for single 
parents; (2) move to a net earnings 
approach in the calculation of bene- 
fits; (3) recognize child care ex- 
penses up to a specified limit; (4) 
increase basic earnings exemptions 
recognizing out-of-pocket expenses; 
(5) introduce an across the board 
exemption of 20 per cent of net 
earned income above the basic ex- 
empted earnings; (6) extend a spe- 
cial exemption to training allowances; 
and (7) introduce a buffer zone in the 
financial test of need, so that individu- 
als and families can retain health 
benefits where outside income could 
have disqualified them. 

STEP willbe implemented this fall. 
Currently almost 27,000 individuals 
receiving social assistance work, 
mostly on a part-time basis. STEP is 
expected to provide themwith signifi- 
cant encouragementto increase their 
earnings, and provide financial in- 


centives for those trapped under the 
current restrictive rules. 

The reform package also includes 
help for social assistance recipients 
to gain access to employment sup- 
port, training and work placement op- 
portunities. The minister announced 
a $54-million expansion of funding for 
employment support services and an 
increase of $8-million for additional 
literacy training. 

This initiative includes the under- 
taking of four to six pilot projects, in 
co-operation with community agen- 
cies, to test a more rationalized ap- 
proach to the delivery of employment 
preparation services for disabled 
persons. 

The adequacy of social assis- 
tance benefits especially in regard to 
the costs of raising children at differ- 
ent ages and today's high costs of 
shelter, has been a major concern. 

The three separate benefit in- 


creases include: $119-million for 
higher shelter allowances effective 
January 1, 1990; $54-million to in- 
crease benefits for families with chil- 
dren, effective October 21, 1989 and 
a general rate increase of six per 
cent, effective January 1, 1990. 

Mr. Sweeney said that the reform 
package will result in an improved 
and easily understood social assis- 
tance benefit structure with only two 
major components. One for basic 
needs, suchas food and clothing and 
the other a separate shelter compo- 
nent that will pay 100 per cent of the 
cost of shelter up to a specific level. 

Mr. Sweeney said he intends to 
pursue issues such as disability in- 
surance and a national children’s 
benefit with his federal and provincial 
colleagues. 

In addition, there are a number of 
other issues that require the co-op- 
eration of the federal government. 


Documents imprimés (suite de la page 1) 


sonnes malvoyantes dans le monde 
entier, le ministre délégué aux Af- 
faires des personnes handicapées, 
M. Remo Mancini, a déclaré que «le 
gouvernement de l'Ontario s'est 
engagé à veiller à ce que ses services 
soient accessibles à toute per- 
sonne.» 

Environ 127 000 Ontariens ne 
peuvent lire ou utiliser des textes à 
caractères d'imprimerie ordinaires. 
Ces personnes comprennent les 
aveugles, les personnes malvoyan- 
tes, les personnes atteintes d’une 
déficience mentale ou ayant des 
troubles d'apprentissage, de même 
que les personnes atteintes d’un 
handicap physique grave qui sont in- 
capables de tenir un livre ou d'en 
tourner les pages. Jusqu'à mainte- 
nant, la plupart des documents pub- 
liés par le gouvernement de l'Ontario, 
comme les brochures et les rapports, 
n'étaient disponibles dans un style 
d'imprimerie qui, selon M. Mancini, 
«constitue un obstacle important à la 


participation» d’un grand nombre de 
personnes handicapées. 

Lorsque M. Mancini est devenu 
ministre délégué aux Affaires des 
personnes handicapées, en sep- 
tembre 1987, il a demandé que les 
lettres destinées aux personnes 
éprouvant des difficultés pour lire ou 
utiliser des caractères d'imprimerie 
ordinaires soient préparées dans une 
forme répondant à leurs besoins. 

L'année dernière, il a demandé 
que l'Office des personnes handi- 
capées fasse une étude de la façon 
dont le gouvernement de l'Ontario 
informe les personnes éprouvant des 
difficultés pour lire ou utiliser des ca- 
ractères d'imprimerie ordinaires. 
C'est cette étude qui est à l'origine de 
la nouvelle politique gouvernemen- 
tale. 

Par ailleurs, une étude sur l’acces- 
sibilité de l'information gouverne- 
mentale pour les personnes malen- 
tendantes et ceux atteintes de troub- 
les de la parole sera bientôtterminée. 
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National Access Awareness Week Kickoff 


Paul Colaris, amember 
of the Variety Village 
Band blows his horn. 


Paul Colaris, membre 
de la bande Variety 
Village sonne le cor. 


Lining up for hotdogs at the 
picnic after the ceremony at 
Queen's Park. 


| Les hot-dogs étaient très 
populaires après la cérémonie 
à Queen's Park. 


(L to R) Michael Vorontsov signed as David Onley, M.C., spoke before 
giving Bob Fenton the go ahead to send NAAW greetings across Ontario. 
In background (L to R) are: Jonathan Batty, Ontario Chairman of the 
NAAW committee, Tony Lupusella, Parliamentary Assistant to the 
Minister of Government Services and Remo Mancini, Minister Respon- 
sible for Disabled Persons. 


(de g. à d.) Michael Vorontsov traduit en langue des signes les 
propos du maitre de cérémonie David Onley, alors qu'il présente 
Bob Fenton qui s'apprête à transmettre le message de la Se- 
maine nationale pour l'intégration des personnes handicapées en 
Ontario. À l'arrière-plan on aperçoit, g. à d., Jonathan Batty, 
Tony Lupusella et Remo Mancini. 
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People with learning disabilities need flexible workplaces 


Submitted by: Learning Disabilities 
Association of Ontario 


It’s been called “the invisible handi- 
cap” yet it affects one in 10 Canadi- 
ans. Its form ranges from mild to 
severe. Its effects impair the abilities 
of children and adults alike. And it’s 
not something they outgrow. 

“It” is a learning disability. For chil- 
dren, learning disabilities can make 
going to school a frustrating, lonely 
experience. For adults, they can 
mean the difference between self suf- 
ficiency and gainful employment, or 
drifting from job to job. 

Learning disabilities are a cluster- 
ing of neurological dysfunctions that 
interferes with the human brain’s ca- 
pacity to process information. 
People who have learning disabilities 
tend to be of average or above aver- 
age ability, but perform well below 
their expected potential. 

In adults, they ofteninterfere with a 
person's ability to obtain and main- 
tain a meaningful job. Individuals 
with learning disabilities are likely 
unemployed, underemployed or in- 
appropriately employed. The great 
potential of these people is wasted. 

Learning disabilities may show 
themselves in the following ways: a 


Hearing society 
recaptures past 


The Canadian Hearing Society and 
Woodside National Historic Park are 
sponsoring A Midsummer's Day at 
Woodside on Sunday, August 6 from 
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

The aim is to experience the late 
Victorian world of William Lyon Mack- 
enzie King. There will be an open 
captioned orientation video, an 
1890’s fashion talk, house tours, 
period games, woodstove cooking 
and more. Sign language and FM 
systems will be provided. 

For more information call: 

The Canadian Hearing Society 
(Kitchener) 

(519) 744-6811 

(519) 744-6901 (TDD) 
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discrepancy between apparent abil- 
ity and actual performance, disor- 
ganization, performance inconsis- 
tency from one day to the next, inabil- 
ity to concentrate, immaturity, prob- 
lems with reading, writing, spelling 
and arithmetic, clumsiness and awk- 
wardness, problems with oral expres- 
sion, difficulty in remembering in- 
structions and details and inappropri- 
ate social behavior. 

By being aware that behavior that 
is somewhat unusual or otherwise 
inexplicable may simply reflect an 
underlying learning disability, an em- 
ployercan make areasonable adjust- 
ment and avoid misunderstanding. 

Some of the best methods of ac- 
commodation or modification are 
based on flexibility in the workplace 
such as: access to word processors, 
calculators and tape recorders; flex- 
ible work assignments; extended 


training periods; a distraction-free 
work area; and using written, demon- 
strated or taped instructions. 

For instance, people who have 
problems with the printed word may 
find reading difficult. Many compen- 
sate by listening to tapes and making 
phone calls instead of writing letters. 
They appreciate receiving oral rather 
than written instructions or working 
from diagrams or models. 

Eva Nichols, the LDAO’s Execu- 
tive Director, believes that education, 
and compromise, will go a long way 
toward improving the employment 
outlook. “All that is required is aware- 
ness, acceptance and a little extra 
understanding on the part of employ- 
ers and fellow workers. If we focus on 
abilities, instead of disabilities, we 
can produce loyal and productive em- 
ployees and more fulfilled human 
beings.” 


Swimmer, Stéphane Lecours, Ontario's Disabled Athlete of the Year. 
Le nageur Stéphane Lecours, l'athlète handicapé de l'année en Ontario. 


Program provides summer work experience 


The Toronto YWCA offers a summer 
work experience program for physi- 
cally disabled persons from 16 to 24 
years of age. It includes three weeks 
life skills and employment prepara- 
tion and five weeks work placement 
and runs June 26 to August 18 with 
a $100 honorarium on completion. 


For more information contact: 
Pre-vocational Experience 89 
Sally Palmateer 

YWCA 

80 Woodlawn Ave. E. 
Toronto, Ontario 

MAT 1C1 

(416) 961-8100 
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Budget 


ing forgiveable loans for home modi- 


_ fications which are related to access. 
Afurther $90-million annually was 
allocated to the Homes Now program 
in the non-profit housing sector. Ten 
per cent of housing units produced 
under the program are earmarked for 
those with special needs, and dis- 
abled persons represent the largest 
single percentage of this group. 

The budget also provides disabled 
persons with a sales tax rebate on 
vehicles as well as an exemption 
from the $5 environmental tax in- 
crease on vehicle tires. 

In addition, large numbers of dis- 
abled persons throughout the prov- 
ince will benefit from the $415-million 
package of social assistance reforms 
announced in the budget. These re- 
forms reflect the recommendations of 
the Social Assistance Review Com- 
mittee (SARC) as well as extensive 
consultations with a range of organi- 
zations and individuals. 

One of the social assistance 
measures of special interest to per- 
sons with disabilities is a plan to pro- 


vide an additional $55 million to im- 
prove the quality of service in agen- 
cies providing visiting homemaker 
services, attendant care services, 
and services for young offenders, 
victims of family violence and devel- 
opmentally disabled persons. 

Transfers to municipalities for gen- 
eral welfare benefits to individuals 
and families in need will also in- 
crease by 13.6 per cent, which in- 
cludes additional funding for en- 
riched benefits. 


Alternatives to print 
(Cont'd from Page 1) 


When he became Minister Re- 
sponsible for Disabled Persons in 
September 1987, Mr. Mancini asked 
that all correspondence be provided 
in alternative forms when itwas going 
to people known to be unable to read 
or handle print. 

Last year he requested that staff at 
the Office for Disabled Persons re- 
view how government information 
was provided to print-disabled per- 
sons, which led to the adoption of the 
new government-wide policy. 


New outdoors group for 
disabled sportspersons 


Disabled sportspeople are invited 
to join a newly formed outdoors 
club known as the Physically Chal- 
lenged Outdoorsman’s Associa- 
tion Ontario (P.C.O.A.O.), based 
in Meaford. 

Its purpose is to help disabled 
sportspeople enjoy hunting, fish- 
ing, camping and boating. 

The first annual Physically 
Challenged Outdoorsman Fishing 
Derby will be held in Meaford July 
8 and 9, 1989. Participants do not 
need to know how to fish. Buta 
love of the great outdoors is a 
must. 


For more information contact: 
P.C.O.A.0. 
Box 642 
Meaford, Ontario 
NOH 1Y0 
(519) 538-1390 


Access fund grants continue to improve accessibility 


Disabled persons and senior citizens 
are finding community facilities more 
accessible with help from the $15- 
million Access Fund of the Office for 
Disabled Persons and the Office for 
Senior Citizens’ Affairs. 

Grants totalling $482,232 were 
awarded to 18 non-profit organiza- 
tions to improve accessibility. 

The next deadline for applications 
is October 1, 1989. 

The Canadian National Institute 
for the Blind in Belleville received 
$9,838 to install an exterior ramp with 
heating coils and to upgrade the elec- 
trical system to accommodate the in- 
Stallation. 

In Cornwall Seaway Senior Citi- 
zens Club received $46, 114 for reno- 
vations to improve physical accessi- 
bility including a stairlift, widening five 
doorways, an accessible washroom, 
installing non-skid flooring, a ramp, 


lower light switches and for electrical, 
painting, drywall and carpentry asso- 
ciated with these renovations. 

Another $6,111 went to the YMCA 
Geneva Park in Orillia for a visual fire 
alarm system and hearing assistive 
devices. 

Access Fund grants are provided 
to improve access for wheelchairs, 
alert systems for hearing-impaired 
persons and braile and other tactile 
features for visually-impaired per- 
sons. 

Other grants were awarded to: Ca- 
nadian Reformed Church, 
Beamsville, $15,150; St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Cambridge, 
$14,780; Royal Canadian Legion, 
Coldwater, $4,271; First United 


Church, Dryden, $50,000; St. John's 


Presbyterian Church, Grimsby, 
$50,000; St. Christophers Church, 
Mississauga, $50,000; Stamford 


United Church, Niagara Falls, 
$38,787. 

Croatian Holy Trinity Church, 
Oakville, $35,500; St. Paul’s on the 
Hill Anglican Church, Pickering, 
$38,700; Club d’Age d'Or de Smooth 
Rock Falls, $19,097; St. Joseph's 
Church, Stratford, $4,887; Tavistock 
Mennonite Church, $18,028; West- 
minster United Church, Thamesford, 
$25,800; St. Casimir’s Church, Thun- 
der Bay, $32,863 and Paroisse St. 
Sauveur, Timmins, $22,306. 


For more information contact: 
Office for Disabled Persons 
The Access Fund 

Macdonald Block 

Room M1-341 

Queen’s Park 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 1N3 

or phone 1-800-387-4456 
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CURRENT PUBLICATIONS 


Un repertoire d’emplois disponibles 


Un répertoire énumérant les emplois 
disponibles au sein de la fonction 
publique de l'Ontario a été réalisé 
dans le but d'aider les ministères du 
gouvernement de l'Ontario à informer 
les groupes communautaires à ce 
sujet. 

Des centaines de groupes com- 
munautaires ont été contactés pour 
identifier les organismes sans but 
lucratif offrant des services de re- 
crutement ou de formation aux 
femmes, aux francophones, aux 
minorités ethniques, aux au- 
tochtones et aux personnes handi- 
capées. Ces groupes sont énumérés 
dans le répertoire et ils seront in- 


° 


formés des postes disponibles au 
sein de la fonction publique de l'On- 
tario. 

De plus, ces organismes encou- 
ragent leurs clients à s'inscrire 
auprès du Secrétariat des res- 
sources humaines, qui fournit des 
renseignements sur les contrats et 
les concours visant à combler des 
postes. 

Ce répertoire sera mis à jour an- 
nuellement par la Direction de 
l'équité d'emploi du Secrétariat des 
ressources humaines. 

Pour obtenir plus de renseigne- 
ments, composer le (416) 965-6081 
ou le (416) 965-4343 (ATME). 
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To look at Lorraine youd never know she has a disability - but she does. 


“I think people regard others who have a 
hidden disability as incapable of handling a 
job because they don’t understand. It’s hard 
to understand something you can’t see.” 

Like over 937,000 adults in Ontario, 


Lorraine has a disability. She has one of 


w Disabled Person 
Street, 16th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario MSG 1Z6 


the many different kinds of hidden dis- 
abilities. But Lorraine doesn’t let it stop 
her from leading a full life. She’s an 
active member of her community, a wife 
and a mother of two children and she 
has a full-time job 


Do you have an open mind? 


In fact, the biggest problem Lorraine 
has is not her epilepsy but the way 
people look at it. Now, if we judge 
Lorraine by something we ¢ an’t see— 
perhaps we should take a closer look 
at « vurselv es. 


Office for 
Disabled Persons 


Remo Mancini, Minister 
Ontario 


Posters of Lorraine are available in English or French by contacting 
the Office for Disabled Persons at 1-800-387-4456. 


Toronto with Ease 


The Junior League of Toronto 
would like your help with the fourth 
edition of Toronto with Ease. 

It willbe published in 1990. The 
League would like to include your 
favourite restaurant, best commu- 
nity and/or recreation centre, the- 
atre, etc. The information required 
includes the name, address and 
telephone number of the facility 
and the reason why you would like 
it included. 

Send suggestions to: 
Toronto with Ease 
177 Hillhurst Blvd. 

Toronto, Ontario 
MEN 1P1 


OPS recruitment 
reaches minorities 


Outreach in Recruitment: A Directory 


was put together to help Ontario 
government ministries inform com- 
munity groups about job openings in 
the Ontario Public Service. 

Hundreds of community groups 
were Called to identify those organiza- 
tions which are non-profit and provide 
employment services and/or skills 
training to women, francophones, 
racial minorities, aboriginals and per- 
sons with disabilities. These groups 
are listed in the directory and will be 
informed of job openings within the 
Ontario Public Service. 

In addition, these organizations 
encourage their clients to register 
with the Human Resources Secretar- 
iat Employment Inventory, which pro- 
vides information on contract open- 
ings and competitions. 

The Directory will be updated 
annually by the Employment Equity 
Branch of the Human Resources 
Secretariat. 

For more information call: 

(416) 965-6081 

(416) 965-4343 (TDD) 
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Office for Disabled Persons/Office des personnes handicapées 


Shirley Collins 
Minister/ministre 
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New Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons, Shirley Collins, MPP for 
Wentworth East, is ready to tackle her Cabinet appointment. 

La nouvelle ministre déléguée aux Affaires des personnes handicapées, 
Mme Shirley Collins, députée de Wentworth-Est, est préte a occuper ses 


fonctions. 


La nouvelle ministre déléguée aux 
Affaires des personnes handicapées 


M' Shirley Collins est devenue la 
troisième ministre déléguée aux Af- 
faires des personnes handicapées 
après avoir été récemment nommée 
à ce poste par le premier ministre 
David Peterson. 

Me Collins est l’une des six nou- 
veaux membres du Conseil des mi- 
nistres de l'Ontario. 

«J'ai hâte de rencontrer les per- 
sonnes handicapées et de travailler à 
l'amélioration de la vie des Ontariens 


handicapés, a déclaré M™ Collins. 
C'est un défi emballant.» 

Le bureau de circonscription de 
M™ Collins, qui est députée de Wen- 
tworth-Est à l'Assemblée législative 
depuis septembre 1987, est situé à 
Stoney Creek. Elle a été adjointe par- 
lementaire du ministre du Travail et 
du ministre délégué à la Condition 
féminine de 1987 à octobre 1988. 

Ancienne conseillère municipale 

(Suite en page 2) 
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New minister 
responsible for 
disabled persons 


Shirley Collins became the third 
Ontario Minister Responsible for Dis- 
abled Persons with her recent ap- 
pointment by Premier David Peter- 
son. Ms. Collins is one of six new 
ministers appointed to the Ontario 
cabinet. 

“| look forward to meeting with the 
disabled community and working to 
improve the lives of disabled Ontari- 
ans,” said Ms. Collins. “It is a chal- 
lenge | look forward to.” 

Ms. Collins who has been the 
Member of the Ontario Legislature for 
Wentworth East since September, 
1987, has her constituency office at 
Stoney Creek. She was Parliamen- 
tary Assistant to the Minister of La- 
bour and the Minister Responsible for 
Women’s Issues from 1987 until 
October 1988. 

A former Hamilton city alderman, 
Ms. Collins has a long history of com- 
munity involvement as chairman of 
the Regional Health and Social Serv- 
ices Committee and member of the 
Hamilton-Wentworth District Health 
Council. 

She was the founding president of 
the McQuesten Community Associa- 
tion and the founding co-chair of the 
East Hamilton-Stoney Creek Health 
Association. 

The new minister 
teenaged children. 

Remo Mancini, the former Minister 
Responsible for Disabled Persons, is 
Ontario Minister of Revenue. 


has two 


Homelink program doubles in size to serve five more cities 


Homelink, a housing registry that 
links disabled persons and landlords, 
will be doubled with its expansion to 
Barrie, Guelph, Kingston, Timmins 
and Windsor. 

Started in 1987 by the Office for 
Disabled Persons, Homelink is a pilot 
project set up in response to disabled 
persons who Said they couldn't find 
suitable housing and landlords who 
said they couldn't find tenants with 
disabilities. 

The Office for Disabled Persons 
will fund the five new Homelink 
Centres at a cost of $170,000 starting 
September 1, 1989. 


(suite de la page 1) 


Nouvelle ministre, 
Shirley Collins 


de Hamilton, M™ Collins a effectué 
du travail communautaire pendant 
de nombreuses années, notamment 
a titre de présidente du Comité 
régional des services de santé et des 
services sociaux et comme membre 
du Conseil régional de santé de 
Hamilton-Wentworth. Elle fut égale- 
ment présidente fondatrice du 
McQuesten Community Association 
et co-présidente fondatrice du East 
Hamilton-Stoney Creek Health As- 
sociation. 

La nouvelle ministre est mere de 
deux adolescents. 

M. Remo Mancini, l'ancien mi- 
nistre délegué aux Affaires des per- 
sonnes handicapées, occupe main- 
tenant le poste de ministre du Re- 
venu de l'Ontario. 


The centres will be located at: 
Guelph Services for the Physically 
Disabled Adults, The Independent 
Living Resource Centre in Kingston, 
Timmins Handicapped Residence 
Action Group, Barrie and District 
Association for the Physicially Dis- 
abled and Windsor’s Department of 
Property and Housing. 

The five existing centres in Lon- 


October deadline for submissions to 


don, Waterloo, Ottawa, Thunder Bay 
and North Bay will receive total fund- 
ing of $170,000 for one year (up from 
$155,000) starting January 1, 1990. 

Staff at Homelink Centres use 
computerized listings of accessible 
housing to match the needs and pref- 
erences of disabled clients. There is 
no charge to either landlords or ten- 
ants for the service. 


Premier's Awards for Accessibility 


October 27 is the deadline for sub- 
missions for the fifth annual Pre- 
miers Awards for Accessibility. 
Applications are available from the 
Ontario Office for Disabled Persons, 
700 Bay, 16th Floor, Toronto, M5G 
1Z6, telephone (416) 963-3121 or 
toll free 1-800-387-4456. 

Last year’s recipients are the 
architects and engineers who de- 
signed Dovercourt Recreation 
Centre in Ottawa. The architects are 
Barry J. Hobin and Richard Limmert; 
structural engineer Dan Carson of 
Robert Halsall & Associates Limited; 
and mechanical and electrical engi- 
neer Ken Hazell of Clemann Large 
Patterson Consulting Engineers. 
The centre is owned by the Corpora- 
tion of the City of Ottawa. 

The centre was praised by the 
judges for its innovative barrier-free 
features which they said impressed 
them as “leaving no feeling of sepa- 
rateness and segregation.” 

An Award of Merit for Toronto’s 
West Park Hospital was accepted by 
landscape architect Mary Jane 
Lovering of the firm Vertechs Design 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments or suggestions should be mailed to the Editor: 


Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 16th Floor 


Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


and William Livingston, chairman of 
the board of governors. The Peace 
Tower Alteration, Ottawa also col- 
lected an Award of Merit for architects 
Olga and Paul Rysavy of Rysavy & 
Rysavy Architects; engineers 
Michael Allen, Adjeleian Allen Rubeli 
Limited and Ken Hazell of Clemann 
Large Patterson Consulting Engi- 
neers. The owner is Public Works 
Canada. 

Honorable Mentions went to Little 
Squirt Works, Hamilton for landscap- 
ing (John George, architect; owners 
Hamilton Region Conservation Au- 
thority) and 95 Wellington West, 
Toronto for architecture (Harry Pel- 
low, architect; engineers Paul Ast, 
Bruce Doughty and Gunnar Heissler; 
owners The Prudential Insurance 
Company and Canadian Pacific Pen- 
sion). 

Presented with Awards of Merit in 
the Minister's Awards category were: 
Claude Tremblay of Timmins (North- 
ern College of Applied Arts and Tech- 
nology) for a renovation of Orange 
Lawrence Mill, Orangeville; Wendy 
Williams, Scarborough, (Ryerson 
Polytechnical Institute, School of In- 
terior Design) for plans giving greater 
physical access to a retail store reno- 
vation in Toronto; Edoardo Nalli of 
Schomberg (Humber College of 
Applied Arts and Technology) for 
planning a house which is adaptable 
for use by disabled persons. 


TEAM 
HA HOIPUES 


The Amethyst Award - the highest of the Premier's 
Awards for Accessibility was presented to the 
team responsible for the Dovercourt Recreation 
Centre in Ottawa. From L to R: Premier David 
Peterson with Barry J. Hobin, Robert Halsall, 
Richard Limmert, Ken Hazell, Catherine Stein and 
former Minister Responsible for Disabled Per- 
sons, Remo Mancini. 


Architect Patricia 
Falta, one of the Rs 
judges, chats with fam 
Minister Remo 
Mancini. 


In 1988 the newly created Minister's 
Award to recognize excellence and 

innovation in barrier-free design by 

Ontario students was presented to : 
(L to R) Claude Tremblay, Edoardo 
Nalli and Wendy Williams. 


Innovative health 
projects receive 
government funding 


The Premiers Council on Heaith 
Strategy has allocated $3.5-million 
for 11 projects selected to launch its 
Health Innovation Fund. 

The fund will allocate $100-million 
over the next four years to projects 
that offer innovative means to im- 
prove the health of Ontario residents. 

One of the projects to be funded is 
St. Christopher House in Toronto 
which will test new approaches to 
health promotion and education for 
people who are disadvantaged such 
as psychiatrically disabled persons. 

The Leeds, Grenville and Lanark 
District Health Unit and the 
Beachgrove Children’s Centre will 
work together on the early detection 
and intervention of children with 
physical and mental health problems. 

The Victorian Order of Nurses and 
the department of pediatrics at 
McMaster University, Hamilton, will 
undertake a home-based traction 
program for children receiving 
orthopedic treatment. The home- 
based treatment will provide psycho- 
logical and social benefits to the chil- 
dren involved. 

For more information contact: 
Premier's Council on Health Strategy 
(416) 324-4746. 
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pool, swims with Janet Burrell. 


Cameron Roberts, dont le dessin enjol- 
ive le fond de la piscine, nage avec 


Janet Burell. 


Japanese firm donates modified fax 
machines to Ability Fund Canada 


Ability Fund Canada will receive 100 
fax machines designed to meet the 
needs of users with physical disabili- 
ties from Ricoh Corporation (Can- 
ada) Ltd. 

Ricoh Canada is a multi-national 
Japanese firm which sells and distrib- 
utes facsimile products. Ability Fund 
Canada represents Canada’s dis- 
abled adult community through its ten 
provincial Ability Fund/March of 
Dimes/Mothers’ March organiza- 
tions. 

In addition to making case-by- 


case modifications to the machines, 
Ricoh will supply fax paper and serv- 
ice support. 

“This donation of fax machines 
and the individual modifications will 
help the disabled people who receive 
them to attend school, be gainfully 
employed and even run a small busi- 
ness out of their homes,” said Larry 
Bourk, chairman of the fund. 

Ricoh Canada will encourage its 
employees to give to Ability Fund 
Canada and the company will match 
donations dollar-for-dollar. 


Cameron Roberts, whose design was 
selected to enhance the bottom of the 


After Vicki Keith, mara- 
thon swimmer and 
fundraiser, swam the 
first lap to open the new 
Variety Village swim- 
ming pool, children 
jumped in for a swim. 


ee Apres que Vicki Keith, 


nageuse de longue dis- 
. tance et experte des 

\\ cueillettes de fonds, eût 
inauguré la nouvelle 
piscine du Variety Vil- 
lage, les enfants n'ont 
pe tardé a y Sauter. 


Funds allow universities 
to become accessible 


Ontario universities have been 
awarded $4-million in new fund- 
ing in simultaneous ceremonies 
by Lyn McLeod, then Minister of 
Colleges and Universities, at 
Ryerson Polytechnical Institute in 
Toronto and at Carleton Univer- 
sity in Ottawa by Remo Mancini, 
then Minister Responsible for 
Disabled Persons. 

Funding is to be used to im- 
prove accessibility for people with 
disabilities. 


In Memoriam 
John Kellerman 


John Kellerman died April 6, 1989. The Toronto Star carried a picture and 
a 13-paragraph obituary recounting some of his achievements and cou- 
rageous, from the heart, sometimes unorthodox, but always innovative 
challenges to longstanding discrimination against disabled persons. 
Somehow, though, for me it fell short of doing this man justice for what he 
had achieved for disabled Ontarians. 

| was privileged to know John Kellerman. | first became aware of this 
intrepid battler through his founding of ALPHA, the Action League of 
Physically Handicapped Adults, the first politically active group of persons 
with disabilities in Canada. His was the spirit of motivating the formation 
of ALPHA in Canada. His was the spirit of motivating the formation of 
ALPHA in London in the early 70s. 

| still remember a National Film Board film titled “Walk Awhile in my 
Shoes” featuring a young Kellerman forging ahead with a difficult life and 
constructive efforts to change an insensitive society with all its physical 
and attitudinal barriers. The message was vital and new. Staid Ontario 
was taking notice of the need for change in the manner in which it treated 
and viewed its disabled citizens. The organization (ALPHA) has 
continued to thrive and we have not forgotten John’s key role. We 
honoured him with an award on the occasion of our 15th anniversary and 
were delighted to find that his fire had not gone out. 
Bob Loveless, London, Ont. 


Chairperson 
Ontario Advisory Council for Disabled Persons 


Joys of farm life 
are accessible 
by wheelchair 


WindReach Farm, north of Whitby, 
offers an accessible farm environ- 
ment and nature interpretation 
centre developed especially for dis- 
abled persons. 

Owner Sandy Mitchell, who has 
cerebral palsy, says WindReach of- 
fers “countryside tranquility,” and a 
place to share his love of farming and 
nature with “those who because of a 
physical disability, are frequently 
denied that opportunity.” 

The farm is accessible to persons 
in wheelchairs and its features in- 
clude birdwatching; a variety of farm 
animals; and raised, flower and spice 
beds. Mr. Mitchell plans to provide 
apple picking in an accessible or- 
chard in the fall of 1990. 

The farm is open rain or shine and 
there is no cost. For more informa- 
tion, telephone (416) 655-4088, or 
Toronto 467-7533. 


Liason-Logement double sa capacité en s'étendant a cing autres villes 


Liaison-Logement, un programme 
d'enregistrement de logements per- 
mettant aux personnes handicapées 
de trouver des logements acces- 
sibles, doublera sa capacité grâce a 
son expansion aux villes de Barrie, 
Guelph, Kingston, Timmins et Wind- 
Sor. 

Créé en 1987 par l'Office des per- 
sonnes handicapées, Liaison-Loge- 
ment est un projet-pilote mis sur pied 
dans le but de répondre aux besoins 
des personnes handicapées qui 


éprouvent de la difficulté à trouver un 
logement adéquat et des locateurs 
qui ont de la difficulté à trouver des 
locataires handicapés. 

L'Office des personnes handi- 
capées consacrera 170 000 $ pour 
financer les cinq nouveaux centres 
de Liaison-Logement qui ont ouvert 
leurs portes le 1°" septembre 1989. 

Les centres sont situés aux en- 
droits suivants : Guelph Services for 
the Physically Disabled Adults, Inde- 
pendant Living Resource Centre, de 
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Kingston, Handicapped Residence 
Action Group, de Timmins, Barrie 
and District Association forthe Physi- 
cally Disabled et le service des pro- 
priétés et de logement de la Ville de 
Windsor. 

À compter du 1° janvier 1990, les 
cinq centres existants situés à Lon- 
don, Waterloo, Ottawa, Thunder Bay 
et North Bay recevront un finance- 
ment total de 170 000 $ pour une 
année (comparativement à 155 000 $ 
pour l’année précédente). 

Le personnel des centres de Liai- 
son-Logement utilise une banque de 
données informatique pour aider les 
personnes handicapées à trouver un 
logement répondant à leur besoin. 
Ce service est gratuit. 


Tourette Syndrome can be a "living nightmare" 


Submitted by: 

Diane Robertson, director, 
Tourette Syndrome Foundation 
of Canada 


One in 2,500 Canadians suffers from 
Tourette Syndrome. Although not 
fatal, it can be a living nightmare. 
Tourette Syndrome is a neurochemi- 
cal disorder often mistaken for psy- 
chological illness. There are four 
essential characteristics: 

1) Involuntary muscular movements, 
fast eye blinking, facial grimaces, 
knee jerks and other body move- 
ments. 

2) Uncontrollable noises, involuntary 
grunting, throat clearing and other 
odd noises. Also, in some cases, 
involuntary profanity Known as copro- 
lalia. 

3) Onset between two and 15 years of 
age, with an average age of seven. 
4) Symptoms vary over time; they 
wane and wax in frequency and se- 
verity. 

The complexity of some symp- 
toms often confuse family members, 
friends, teachers and employers who 
may find it hard to believe that the 
actions or vocal utterances are invol- 
untary. 

Some people with Tourette exhibit 
obsessive compulsive traits in which 
they find it necessary to repeat ac- 
tions over and over (i.e. checking to 
make sure the stove has been turned 
off even when they know they have 
already checked it.) 

Also seen is hyperactivity and/or 
attention deficit disorder which may 
include difficulty concentrating and 
failing to finish what is started. They 
need a great deal of supervision 


has not yet been established, al- 
though current research indicates itis 
genetic and evidence points to at 
least one brain chemical (neurotrans- 
mitter) called dopamine which may 
be responsible. 

Many people with T.S. must take 
medication to help control symptoms 
which interfere with day-to-day func- 
tioning. Unfortunately, because of 
side effects, many are unable to con- 
tinue on the medication. 

Although Tourette Syndrome has 
an effect on education, business and 
social functioning, a growing number 
of people have achieved success in 


fields as diverse as medicine, engi- 
neering, law and computer science. 

The Tourette Syndrome Founda- 
tion of Canada is a non-profit volun- 
tary organization whose aims are to 
increase awareness and support re- 
search. 


For further information contact: 
Tourette Syndrome Foundation of 
Canada 

173 Owen Blvd. 

Willowdale, Ontario 

M2P 1G8 

(416) 449-4842 
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Shirley Collins, Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons, presents a 
Community Action Fund cheque for $22,750 to Larry Brown, director of The 
Rolling Thunder Theatre Company for its province-wide "Community 
Awareness Tour." 


Mme Shirley Collins, ministre déléguée aux Affaires des personnes handi- 
capées, présente un chèque du Fonds d'initiatives communautaires d'un 
montant de 22 750 $, à Larry Brown, directeur du Rolling Thunder Theatre 
Company, pour sa tournée provinciale de sensibilisation. 


because they shift from one activity to 
another. Adults may have impulsive 
behavior and concentration difficul- 
ties. 

Many have learning disabilities 
such as dyslexia and perceptual 
problems. 

The cause of Tourette Syndrome 


Institute to improve quality of life for disabled Canadians 


Federal and provincial governments, rehabilitation agencies, consumer 
groups, volunteer agencies and foundations have joined forces to estab- 
lish the Canadian Rehabilitation Science Institute under the umbrella of the 
National Research Council of Canada. 

The Institute will provide leadership to achieve five national goals: 


1) A reduction in the need for institutional care of disabled Canadians. 
2) Employment equity for employable disabled persons. 

3) Improved access to the public school system for disabled children. 
4) Improved quality of life for disabled persons. 

5) More effective use of fiscal and human resources to meet the chang- 


ing needs of disabled Canadians. 


These goals will be achieved by stimulating goal-oriented research and 
development, and promoting co-operation and networking between re- 
searchers, resource people, rehabilitation professionals, federal and pro- 
vincial governments, industry, voluntary associations and foundations. 

The mandate of the Institute is to reduce the handicaps which limit 
Canadians disabled by mental illness, developmental, physical and sen- 
sory disabilities, from achieving an optimal level of independence, integra- 


tion into society, and quality of life. 


The first priority is to establish a database on the incidence, prevalence, 
and nature of the disabilities. The next priority is to address the number of 
disabled Canadians who are unemployed. 


For further information contact: 
Nelson Durie 
Committee Secretary 


National Research Council Canada 


Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OR6 


(Ask for Bulletin No.9 - December 1988.) 


Radio show offered 
for and by people 
with disabilities 


The Radio Connection, a weekly 30- 


minute news and public affairs series 
for and by people with disabilities is 
now being offered to radio stations 
across Ontario. 

The Toronto-based series was 
launched in 1987 featuring news and 
commentaries on disability issues 
such as independent living, barrier- 
free design and employment equity. 

Local community groups can par- 
ticipate inthe series. The program al- 
lows for weekly insertions of a calen- 
dar of events or job and accommoda- 
tion listings. 

People with disabilities in the vari- 
ous communities can gain broadcast- 
ing experience by getting involved. 


For more information phone 
(416) 963-8073 or write: 

The Radio Connection 

597 Parliament Street, Suite B5 
Toronto, Ontario 

M4X 1W3 


Job network finds solutions to make work more accessible 


Employers who want to know how to 
make jobs and worksites accessible 
for employees with disabilities can 
get information by calling 1-800-526- 
2262. The Job Accommodation Net- 
work (JAN), a computerized informa- 


tion and consulting service, was es- 
tablished in the United States in 
1984. The Canada Employment and 
Immigration Commission has sub- 
scribed to the network for two years 
and is working simultaneously with 


Fitness units for people with spinal cord injuries 


People who are paraplegic will be- 
come more fit thanks to a $35,841 
Wintario Development grant to the 
Canadian Paraplegic Association. 
The funds will help the Thunder 
Bay Community Chapter buy two 
state-of-the-art fitness machines. 
This is the first project of its kind in 
Canada and will serve as a pilot for 
other groups across the country. This 


high-tech system will allow people 
paralyzed by spinal cord injuries to 
get the exercise they need to become 
more fit. 

The unit enables users to increase 
muscle bulk and improve fitness for 
people with spinal cord injuries. This 
reduces the risk of infections and re- 
hospitalization. 


the private sector to establish a Ca- 
nadian databank. 

The network has more than 
10,000 entries on solutions to job ac- 
commodation problems gathered 
from employers, rehabilitation ex- 
perts and groups representing dis- 
abled persons. 

When an employer or employee 
contacts the network a computer 
search is conducted based on the 
functional requirements of a given 
job, limitations of the worker and en- 
vironmental factors. 

The computer prints a brief de- 
scription of each matching situation, 
including the name, address andtele- 
phone number of the company repre- 
sentative who can answer further 
questions. 


Les candidatures au Prix du premier ministre sur 
l'accessibilité peuvent être soumises jusqu'en octobre 


Le 27 octobre est la date limite 
pour soumettre une candidature au 
5° concours annuel du Prix du pre- 
mier ministre pour l'accessibilité. Les 
formulaires de mise en candidature 
sont disponibles au bureau de l'Office 
des personnes handicapées, 700, 
rue Bay, Toronto, 16e, M5G 176, le 
numéro de téléphone est le (416) 
963-3121 ou, sans frais, le 1-800- 
387-4456. 

Les récipiendaires de l’année der- 
nière sont les architectes et les 
ingénieurs qui ont conçu le centre de 
loisirs Dovercourt, d'Ottawa. Les 
architectes sont Barry J. Hobin et 
Richard Limmert, l'ingénieur en 
structures est Dan Carson de la firme 
Robert Halsall & Associates Limited 
et l'ingénieur mécanicien et électri- 
cien est Ken Hazell de la firme Cle- 
mann Large Patterson Consulting 
Engineers. Le centre est la propriété 
de la Ville d'Ottawa. 

Les juges du concours ont vanté la 
qualité de la conception du centre de 
loisirs Dovercourt à l'égard de 


A catalogue of 
helpful products 


For Your Comfort is a home shopping 
service based in Scarborough (Metro 
Toronto). The company carries a va- 
riety of items of interest to people with 
disabilities including: foot care prod- 
ucts, massage pillows, needle 
threaders, jar openers for use with 
just one hand, shoe removers, reach- 
ers that allow the user to reach high 
shelves, etc. The cost of the cata- 
logue is $1. 

For Your Comfort 

124 Crockford Blvd. 

Suite #125 

Scarborough, Ontario 

M1R 3C3 

(416) 288-8168 


l'intégration d’un grand nombre 
d'éléments accessibles en soulig- 
nant que «cet aménagement est 
conçu de façon à éliminer toute im- 
pression de ségrégation.» 

Une distinction a été décernée 
pour les travaux réalisés à l'hôpital 
West Park, de Toronto. Celle-ci a été 
acceptée par l’architecte-paysagiste 
Mary Jane Lovering, de la firme 
Vertechs Design et par William Liv- 
ingston, président du conseil d’ad- 
ministration. Le projet de rénovation 
de la Tour de la paix, à Ottawa, a 
également reçu une distinction. 
Celle-ci a été acceptée par les 
architectes Olga et Paul Rysavy, de 
Rysavy & Rysavy, Architects et par 
les ingénieurs Michael Allen, du cabi- 
net Adjeleian Allen Rubeli Limited, et 
Ken Hazell, de la firme Clemann 
Large Patterson Consulting Engi- 
neers. Le propriétaire est Travaux 
publics Canada. 

Des mentions honorables ont été 
accordées au projet Little Squirt 
Works, de Hamilton, pour l'aménage- 


ment paysager (architecte-paysag- 
iste, John George, propriétaire Office 
de protection de la nature de Hamil- 
ton) et 95, Wellington ouest, Toronto, 
pour l'architecture (architecte, Harry 
Pellow, ingénieurs, Paul Ast, Bruce 
Doughty et Gunnar Heissler, co-pro- 
priétaires, la compagnie d'assurance 
La Prudentielle d'Amérique et le 
Canadian Pacific Pension). 

Dans la catégorie Prix du ministre, 
des distinctions ont été décernées à 
Claude Tremblay, de Timmins, 
(collège d’arts appliqués et de tech- 
nologie Northern) pour la rénovation 
du Orange Lawrence Mill, 
d'Orangeville; Wendy Williams, de 
Scarborough, (école de décoration 
intérieure, Institut polytechnique 
Ryerson) pour les plans visant à 
améliorer l'accessibilité d’un 
magasin de Toronto; Edoardo Nalli, 
de Schomberg, (collège d’arts ap- 
pliqués et de technologie Humber) 
pour les plans d’une maison pouvant 
être adaptée aux besoins des per- 
sonnes handicapées. 


Seminars will examine questions on aging 
with a lifelong disability 


The Ontario Federation of the Cere- 
bral Palsied and the Developmental 
Consulting Program of Queen’s Uni- 
versity are jointly planning a series 
of educational seminars to share in- 
formation on questions of aging with 
a lifelong disability. The project is 
supported by the Ontario Ministry of 
Community and Social Services, 
Elderly Services Branch. 

The seminars will be held in King- 
ston in November, 1989; and next 
year in Toronto in February, Sud- 
bury in March, and London in April. 
The two organizations hope to 
stimulate interest in issues affecting 
disabled persons as they age as 


well as to discuss approaches that 
will minimize the negative effects of 
the aging process. The seminars 
will be of particular interest to per- 
sons with disabilities, their car- 
egivers and families, physicians 
and health care professionals and 
social service planners and admin- 
istrators. 


For further information contact: 
Mrs. Alice Born 

OFCP 

Suite 303 

1020 Lawrence Ave. West 
Toronto, Ontario 

M6A 1C8 


National reading service 
begins this Fall 


The federal government will spend 
$500,000 during the next five years to 
set up a national broadcast reading 
service for blind persons. 

Euclid Herie, managing director of 
the Canadian National Institute for 
the Blind, says the service will allow 
blind persons access to more news 
and other information — editorials 
and baseball box scores, for instance 
— than is available on radio. 

“The bilingual service is slated to 
start in the fall of 1989 and will be dis- 
tributed to local cable television’, 
Herie said. It willbe operated by an 
independent board licensed by the 
Canadian Radio-Television and 
Telecommunications Commission 
and will serve 300,000 visually im- 
paired people. 


Sa. 


Time to nominate recipients of 1989 King Clancy Awards 


Each February the King Clancy Awards are presented to Canadians who 
have made significant contributions to help disabled citizens achieve a 
more rewarding lifestyle. 

The awards were established in November 1986 by the founders of the 
Great Valentine Gala to commemorate the contributions of humanitarian 
and hockey great, Francis Michael Clancy, better known as King Clancy. 
It recognizes those individuals whose outstanding accomplishments have 
helped increase public awareness of the potential of persons with disabili- 
ties. Through their efforts, award recipients have inspired others to 
become active and contributing members of society. Last year’s winners 
were Rick Hansen, Jackie Rodger, and Kerry Wadman. 

Suggestions for recipients of this year’s awards should be sent before 
October 31 to: 


Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons 
731 Runnymede Road 

Toronto, Ontario 

MEN 3V7 

(416) 763-3360 


Lancement d'un 
service de lecture 

cet automne pour les 
personnes aveugles 


Le gouvernement fédéral dépensera 
500 000 $ au cours des cinq pro- 
chaines années pour la création d'un 
service radiophonique destiné aux 
aveugles. 

Euclid Herie, directeur général de 
l'Institut national canadien pour les 
aveugles, a déclaré que ce service 
permettra aux aveugles d'avoir un 
meilleur accès aux nouvelles et aux 
autres informations, comme les édi- 
toriaux et les résultats sportifs, qui 
sont radiodiffusées à l'heure actu- 
elle. 


Remo Mancini, former Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons, speaks 
at the Fourth Canadian Congress of Rehabilitation while interpreters 
translate his words to sign language. 


M. Remo Mancini, ancien ministre délégué aux Affaires des personnes 
handicapées, a pris la parole lors du quatrième congrès canadien de 
réadaptation, tandis qu'un interprète traduit son discours en langue des 
signes. 


«Ce service bilingue devrait com- 
mencer à fonctionner à l'automne 
1989 et sera distribué par les entre- 
prises de câblodiffusion,» a souligné 
M. Herie. Le service sera dirigé par 
un conseil d'administration indépen- 
dant titulaire d'un permis du CRTC et 
desservira 300 000 handicapés 
visuels. 
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New Ontario motorist protection plan unveiled 


A new comprehensive and co-ordi- 
nated plan that addresses the prob- 
lems associated with the rising costs 
of driving in Ontario was unveiled 
recently by Financial Institutions Min- 
ister Murray Elston. 

The Ontario Motorist Protection 
Plan will mobilize the government's 
resources in a Campaign to make 
driving both safer and more afford- 
able. The plan will be introduced in 
legislation this fall, with implementa- 
tion scheduled for 1990. 

“Higher insurance rates are only a 
symptom of the underlying problems. 
We must address the issues of grow- 
ing traffic volumes, rising accident 
rates, increased injuries and higher 
claims costs.” 

The immediate concern about ris- 
ing rates will be addressed through 
insurance product reform, and a se- 
ries Of initiatives dealing with accident 
prevention and consumer protection 
will help stabilize rates in years to 
come. 

The many measures to be 
adopted will involve the ministries of 
Transportation, Consumer and Com- 
mercial Relations, the Attorney Gen- 
eral, the Solicitor General, Commu- 
nity and Social Services, Health and 
Financial Institutions. The focus will 
be on safe driving. 

Initiatives include: 

- greater OPP enforcement 

- increased fines for speeding and 
other traffic offences 

- tough penalties for drunk drivers 

- public education campaigns on 
Seat-belt usage and “daytime running 
lights” 

- promotional efforts to encourage 
workplace driver safety. 

A new Insurance Commission will 
be given strong investigative and 
enforcement powers to regulate 
rates, mediate disputes and ensure 
that prompt and adequate benefits 
are delivered. 

Guaranteed accident benefits will 
be available to all injured victims - 
whether “at fault” or not. (People 


convicted of drinking and driving of- 
fences, however, will not be eligible 
for income replacement.) 

Compensation levels will be sub- 
stantially higher, and, for the first 
time, benefits will be provided to stu- 
dents, retirees and the unemployed. 
Homemakers will receive improved 
compensation in the new plan. 

“By providing these higher benefit 
levels, the Ontario Motorist Protec- 
tion Plan largely eliminates the need 
to go to court in order to receive com- 
pensation,” Elston said. “These 
guaranteed benefits will be delivered 


’ 


to victims without the delays and 
costs of litigation.” 

Insurance companies will be re- 
quired to offer optional insurance for 
additional accident benefit protec- 
tion. As well, the right to sue will be 
maintained in cases of serious injury 
where fault can be demonstrated. 

A toll-free service has been estab- 
lished to provide information to con- 
sumers. 

For more information: 

In Toronto: (416) 222-2886 

Outside Toronto: 

1-800-668-0128 


People say alot about his disability, but David has the last word. 
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Office for Disabled Persons 
Remo Mancini, Minister 


Posters of David are available in English or French by contacting the 
Office for Disabled Persons toll-free at 1-800-387-4456. 
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Le Régime de protection des automobilistes de l'Ontario est dévoilé 


Le ministre des Institutions finan- 
cières Murray Elston a dévoilé le 15 
septembre un nouveau régime com- 
plet et coordonné qui vise les 
problèmes liés à la montée des coûts 
de la conduite automobile en Ontario. 
Le Régime de protection des auto- 
mobilistes de l'Ontario mobilisera les 
ressources du gouvernement dans le 
cadre d’une campagne destinée à 
rendre la conduite automobile plus 
sécuritaire et plus abordable. Le 
régime sera présenté sous forme de 
mesure législative cet automne et 
devrait entrer en vigueur en 1990. 
La réforme du produit dissipera 
l'inquiétude immédiate provoquée 
par la montée des taux, et un train de 
mesures de prévention des acci- 
dents et de protection des consom- 


mateurs aidera à stabiliser les taux au 
cours des années à venir. 

Les nombreuses mesures qu'il 
faudra adopter feront intervenir les 
ministères des Transports, de la 
Consommation et du Commerce, du 
Procureur général, du Solliciteur 
général, des Services sociaux et 
communautaires, de la Santé et des 
Institutions financières. On mettra 
l'accent sur la sécurité routière. 

Les nouvelles mesures com- 
porteront les aspects suivants : 

* resserrement de la surveil- 
lance exercée par la SPO 

* augmentation des amendes 
pour excès de vitesse et autres in- 
fractions au code de la route 

* sanctions sévères pour con- 
duite en état d’ébriété 


À VAT A = 
mM ER 


Maleré son handicap, c'est David qui a la vedette. 
praceau d'un studio de télévision, il blague 
avec les membres de l'équipe technique car il 


a un sens de l'humour très perspicace, 
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Ontario 


Office des personnes handicapées 


Remo Mancini, ministre 


Vous pouvez obtenir des affiches de David en communiquant avec 
l'Office des personnes handicapées au numéro 1-800-387-4456. 


* campagnes d'information 
publique sur l'utilisation des cein- 
tures de sécurité et “l’utilisation 
diurne des phares” 

* campagnes de promotion 
visant à favoriser la sécurité routière 
en milieu de travail. 

Une nouvelle Commission des as- 
surances sera dotée de pouvoirs ren- 
forcée d'enquête et d'application qui 
lui permettront de réglementer les 
tarifs, d’agir comme médiateur en 
cas de différend et d’asurer le 
paiement rapide d’indemnités 
adéquates. 

Toutes les victimes de blessures, 
«responsables» ou non, auront droit 
a des indemnités d’accident garan- 
ties. (Les automobilistes reconnus 
coupables de conduite en état 
d’ébriété n'auront cependant pas 
droit au remplacement de revenu.) 

Les indemnités seront plus 
élevées et les étudiants, les retraités 
et les chômeurs y auront droit pour la 
première fois. Le nouveau régime 
prévoit des indemnités améliorées 
pour les ménagères. 

«En assurant ces indemnités plus 
élevées, le Régime de protection des 
automobilistes de l'Ontario élimine 
en grande partie la nécessité d’inten- 
ter des poursuites en justice pour 
obtenir réparation» a déclaré le min- 
istre Elston. 

Les compagnies d'assurance 
devront offrir de l'assurance faculta- 
tive prévoyant des indemnités d’ac- 
cident supplémentaires. Les parties 
lésées conserveront leur droit d’in- 
tenter des poursuites en cas de bles- 
sures graves lorsque la responsabil- 
ité peut être prouvée. 

Le régime d'assurance est conçu 
pour établir l'équilibre entre l'aborda- 
bilité de l'assurance automobile et la 
nécessité de protéger les automobil- 
istes de l'Ontario. 

Les consommateurs désireux de 
se renseigner peuvent recourir au 
service téléphonique gratuit établi à 
cette fin. Les numéros de téléphone 
sont (416) 222-2886 à Toronto, sans 
frais 1-800-668-0249. 
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CURRENT PUBLICATIONS 


Booklet of preferred terms for disability issues 


Word Choices, a lexicon of preferred 
terms for disability issues has been 
published by the Ontario Office for 
Disabled Persons. 

The lexicon was compiled by the 
Office in consultation with représen- 
tatives from consumer and other 
organizations working with persons 


with disabilities. As well, comments 
were sought from more than 100 
organizations in Ontario. 

For a copy of Word Choices contact: 
Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
Information Services 

(416) 965-3165 

1-800-387-4456 


Lexique de termes appropiés 


Le mot juste, un lexique de termes 
appropriés se rapportant aux person- 
nes handicapées, vient d’étre publié 
par l'Office des personnes handi- 
capées de l'Ontario. 


Card warns of allergies 


An allergy warning card that says 


“Help! | have an allergy” could help 
people with potentially lethal food 
allergies eat safely in restaurants. 
Food allergy sufferers give the card, 
which was developed by the Allergy 
Information Association, to restau- 
rant staff, who take it to the chef. The 
card costs $15. 

The Allergy Information Associa- 
tion provides members with informa- 
tion on aspects of allergies and or- 
ganizes seminars and provides re- 
source materials to health profes- 
sionals to help them treat allergy 
patients. 


Ce lexique a été préparé par l'Of- 
fice en consultation avec des re- 
présentants de personnes handi- 
capées et d'organismes travaillant 
auprès d’elles. De plus, une centaine 
d’autres organismes ont été invités à 
nous faire part de leurs commen- 
taires dans le cadre de ce projet. 

Pour obtenir un exemplaire du 
lexique Le mot juste, veuillez en faire 
la demande en composant l'un des 
numéros suivants : 

Office des personnes handi- 
capées de l'Ontario 
Services d’information 
(416) 965-3165 
1-800-387-4456 


Cards are available from: 
Allergy Information Association 
65 Tromley Drive 

Islington, Ontario 

M9B 5Y7 

(416)244-8585 


A video for those who'd like to hear the music 


À 15-minute video, produced by the 
Canadian Hearing Society, demon- 
strates how concert halls, churches 
and auditoriums can be made acces- 
sible to people who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. 

The video is called Music To The 
Ears. It introduces the Infra-red and 
FM systems and explains how they 
operate. It identifies public places 
where the systems have been in- 
Stalled and features people who are 
hard of hearing who have benefitted 


from the installation. 

The video costs $25 to buy or $30 
(refundable) to rent and is available 
on VHS and BETA (open and closed 
captioned). 

To obtain a copy contact: 

The Canadian Hearing Society 

271 Spadina Road 

Toronto, Ontario 

MER 2V3 

(416) 964-9595 

(416) 964-0023 (TDD) 


Un livre sur 
les services de loisirs 
pour les 
personnes handicapées 


La maison d'édition Leisurability 
Publications Inc. recevra une sub- 
vention de 16 879 $ du Pro- 
gramme de développement Win- 
tario pour l'aider à produire un livre 
sur les services de loisirs et les 
besoins dans ce domaine des per- 
sonnes atteintes d'un handicap 
physique ou mental. 

Cette subvention permettra à la 
compagnie Leisurability Publica- 
tions de recueillir des renseigne- 
ments en analysant la documenta- 
tion existante et en réalisant des 
entrevues auprès de personnes- 
clés. 

Les personnes chargées d’as- 
surer les services commu- 
nautaires dans toutes les régions 
du Canada fourniront également 
les renseignements nécessaires à 
la préparation du livre dont la pub- 
lication est prévue pour le début de 
l'année scolaire 1989-1990. 


Wintario grant helps 
produce text on 
leisure services 


Leisurability Publications Incorpo- 
rated received a $16,879 grant 
from the Wintario Development 
Program to produce a textbook on 
leisure services and the needs of 
physically and developmentally 
disabled persons. 

The grant enabled Leisurability 
Publications to gather information 
by reviewing relevant literature 
and interviewing key individuals. 

Community service workers 
from across Canada _ provided 
information for the book, which 
was prepared for the 1989-90 
school year. 


he 


Courter 


Office for Disabled Persons 


Minister's message: 


Shirley Collins, Minister 


Ontario 
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SEASONS GREETINGS 
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Shirley Collins looks forward to the year ahead 


During the holiday season, | want to 
take the opportunity to send my 
greetings and best wishes to On- 
tario’s disabled community and to the 
many individuals, organizations and 
agencies who are actively working on 
behalf of disabled people. 

Since my appointment last Au- 
gust, | have met with and spokento a 


aa 


wide cross section of groups and as- 
sociations. 

| have beenimpressed by the vigor 
and enthusiasm that you bring to your 
roles and responsibilities. | look for- 
ward to working with you in the new 
year as we build on the good relation- 
ships that we have established. 

We now look to the beginning of a 


Jim Crawford (left) and Kirk Griesser perform with Rolling Thunder Theatre 
Company before an Ontario government audience as part of their Ontario 
tour. Their goal is to sensitize viewers to disability issues. 
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new decade. This is an appropriate 
time to reflect on the progress we 
have made on behalf of the disabled 
community of Ontario and to renew 
our commitment to the creation of a 
fairer and more equitable society. 

When we look back, we see great 
improvements in transportation, 
housing, access to buildings and 
other public facilities. 

We have seen a greater degree of 
integration occurring in the schools 
and exciting breakthroughs in sci- 
ence and technology. And we have 
seen growth and strength in the con- 
sumer movement. 

While we recognize that these de- 
velopments have all been good and 
positive, we also recognize that more 
must be done. The coming decade 
will therefore be an opportunity for 
new gains and new achievements by 
Ontario’s disabled community. 

Ourcommitmentis to see a society 
where opportunities are available to 
everyone in equal measures — a 
society in which each of us has an 
equal chance to realize his or her 
potential. 

| believe that if we are prepared to 
work together in co-operation and 
mutual trust we will achieve this. 

| believe we can turn our commit- 
ment into reality. 


The price of illiteracy is too high to ignore 


The financial and emotional costs of 
illiteracy are staggering. To improve 
literacy levels worldwide the United 
Nations has declared 1990 Interna- 
tional Literacy Year (ILY). 

The Ontario government, together 
with the federal government, the 
other provinces and many private or- 
ganizations, has recognized ILY asa 
unique opportunity to highlight the 
importance of literacy. 

The Ministry of Skills Develop- 
ment, as the lead ministry for literacy 
in Ontario, will be making the most of 
this opportunity with a series of initia- 
tives designed to generate greater 
commitment and resources from all 
sectors of society. 

“The future holds many new and 
exciting opportunities for Ontarians 
but they will need the appropriate 
skills to open the door to those oppor- 
tunities,” says Skills Development 
Minister, Sean Conway. “Literacy is 
the foundation upon which those new 
Skills will be built.” 

A nationwide survey in 1987, by 
Southam News, estimated that al- 
most one in four adults in Ontario is 
functionally illiterate — lacking the 
literacy skills to cope with everyday 
life, and particularly in the workplace. 

Rosemary Sparks, director of the 
Ministry of Skills Development's Lit- 
eracy Branch, says that one major 
objective of ILY is to increase under- 
standing of literacy as an economic 
as well as a social issue. 

“We must bring home to business 
the staggering financial burden im- 
posed by low literacy levels in the 
workforce. Businesses lose millions 
of dollars each year through reduced 
productivity, accidents, poor product 
quality and the cost of training work- 
ers with adequate basic skills.” 


Southam estimates the direct cost 
of illiteracy to Canadian business as 
$4.15-billion annually. The actual 
figure could be far higher as the 
human cost is incalculable: workers 
with low literacy skills suffer poor 
morale, increased absenteeism, and 
face barriers to promotion. 

“The easiest way to reach people 
with low literacy is in the workplace,” 
says Peter Calamai, co-author of a 
booklet based on the Southam sur- 


A Literacy and Language Training 
Resource Centre, the first of its kindin 
Ontario, is scheduled to open in Sep- 
tember 1990 at the Metro Toronto 
Reference Library. The Centre, a 
major International Literacy Year ini- 
tiative, will provide province-wide 
access to English and French re- 
source materials for use by practitio- 
ners and administrators of literacy 
and language training programs. 
The project is funded by the On- 
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vey. He says for every dollar spent on 
literacy upgrading, businesses get 
back five in increased productivity. 

“More Ontarians than ever before 
are taking the first step toward up- 
grading their literacy skills, but they 
need our help,” says Mr. Conway. 
“There is a role for everyone — busi- 
ness, labor, community groups and 
government — to provide that sup- 
port today, through International Lit- 
eracy Year and beyond.” 


Anne Musgrave of 
Toronto is a new 
vice-chairperson of 
the Advisory Council 
for Disabled Persons. 
She joins the vice- 
chairs Sharon 
Hoenen of Bridge- 
north and Nancy 
Stone of Niagara 
Falls. 


Anne's guide dog, 
Feather, is at her 
Side. 


Literacy resource centre first of its kind 


tario Ministries of Culture and Com- 
munications, Citizenship, Skills De- 
velopment, the City of Toronto and 
the federal Department of Multicultu- 
ralism and Citizenship. The Metro 
Toronto Library Board will administer 
the project to ensure that the facili- 
ties, collections and services meet 
the resource needs of those involved 
in the provision of literacy and immi- 
grant language training for adults and 
children. 

Province-wide services will be 
phased in following the opening of the 
centre. The inter-library lending. of 
the Centre’s resource materials via 
Ontario’s public library network will 
be an integral part of the Centre’s 
services once a core collection has 
been established. 
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Accountants offer 
free tax assistance 


For 20 years, The Institute of Char- 
tered Accountants of Ontario has run 
a successful program of free tax clin- 
ics for Ontario residents. The clinics 
operate throughout the province from 
mid-February until April. Last year 
almost 13,000 returns were com- 
pleted by some 1,600 chartered ac- 
countants who volunteered their 
services. 

Income guidelines ensure that 
those who need assistance have an 
opportunity to use the program. “This 
year, the cutoff is $15,000 household 
income for clients with no depend- 
ents and $22,500 for those with de- 
pendents,” said Barry Rowland, 
chairman of the Institute’s public rela- 
tions committee. “We want to make 
sure we reach the people who need 
help the most.” 

Rowland says the tax clinic pro- 
gram is really a co-operative venture 
involving social service agencies, li- 
braries, hospitals and community 
centers, which provide convenient 
locations. 

“Without the help of these other 
groups we just couldn't provide the 
tax assistance,” said Mr. Rowland. 

For more information on the tax 
clinic program, contact Bev 
Macdonald at The Institute of Char- 
tered Accountants of Ontario, 69 
Bloor St. East, Toronto, M4W 1B3. 
Within Toronto call (416) 962-1841 
or, from outside Toronto, call toll-free 
1-800-387-0735. 


Members of the jury mull over Community Action Award recipients for 1989. 
From left to right: Clem Sauvé, senior adviser of the Office for Disabled 
Persons (ODP), Sandi Friedman, project officer for ODP, Richard Allen, MPP 
for Hamilton West, Margaret Marland, MPP for Mississauga South, Shirley 
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Collins, Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons and Robert Loveless, 
Chairperson of the Ontario Advisory Council for Disabled Persons. 


Eight tax publications available on tape 


People who cannot use Ministry of 
Revenue print material can now get 
eight of its most frequently requested 
publications on audio-tape, in Eng- 
lish and French. 

The tapes are available at Ministry of 
Revenue Information Offices and at 
the Canadian National Institute for 
the Blind National Library in Toronto. 
The audio-tapes available are: 

- Ontario Tax Credit Guide 

- GAINS Guide 1989 

- Your Right to Appeal Ontario Taxes 


- Provincial Sales Tax Refund for 
Visitors to Ontario 

- Assessing and Inspecting Your 
Home 

- Home Improvements and Changes 
- Appealing Your Residential Assess- 
ment 

- Ontario Tax Grants for Seniors 
Guide 

For copies, contact the CNIB or your 
local Ministry of Revenue Information 
Office. 


Plan now for NAAW 1990 set for the week of June 10-16 


There are just six months to get ready 
for the third National Access Aware- 
ness Week. June 10 - 16 has been 
designated for the promotion of the 
NAAW themes of accessibility to 
transportation, housing, employ- 
ment, recreation and education for all 
Ontarians. 

Last year 45 Ontario communities 


participated in NAAW activities. Five 
were given awards for their commit- 
ment to accessibility and integration 
— Ottawa for its promotion of recrea- 
tion and employment for people with 
disabilities; Kitchener for housing 
and education; Hamilton-Wentworth 
for education; Richmond Hill for 
transportation and Peterborough for 


housing. 

Past activities include media 
awareness days and forums on spe- 
cific issues such as the employment 
forum held in Toronto. 

For information call: 

Stephen Little or Sandi Friedman 
at the Office for Disabled Persons: 

1-800-387-4456. 
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Mental health team 


Ontario’s first mobile mental health 
crisis team started to roll in Metro 
Toronto in September as part of the 
Ontario Ministry of Health’s $6.5-mil- 
lion plan to expand community men- 
tal health programs and researchthe 
causes and treatment of schizophre- 
nia. More than $4-million will be used 
for 18 other new or expanded com- 
munity mental health programs. 

Health Minister Elinor Caplan has 
also announced that the Gerstein 
Centre, a supporting 10-bed, in-pa- 
tient crisis center for adult psychiatric 
patients, will open in January, at a 
cost of approximately $2.2-million. 

The mobile team of 10 casework- 
ers can be dispatched to counsel 
people in their own homes or, if need 
be, transport them to the center. By 
the end of December, the teamwill be 
on call 24-hours a day. 

The Gerstein Centre, in down- 
town Toronto, will provide a suppor- 
tive environment where people in 
crisis are given a chance to stabilize 


Chief Roy 
McDonald is one of 
the new members 
of the Advisory 
Council for Dis- 
abled Persons. 
Patricia Hatt, also a 
council member, is 
in the background. 


makes house calls 


and possibly avoid admission to hos- 
pital. Clients can stay at the center for 
up to 72 hours and staff may maintain 
follow-up contact for up to 30 days. 

This project is in response to the 
1988 Graham Report and the report 
of the 1984 Mayor’s Task Force on 
Discharged Psychiatric Patients writ- 
ten by Dr. Reva Gerstein. 

“We are also committed to funding 
further research into the causes and 
treatment of schizophrenia, one of 
the most common forms of severe 
mental illness,” said Mrs. Caplan. 
“The Graham Report noted that 1.5- 
million residents of Ontario have 
some formof mentalillness, including 
38,000 who are severely disabled by 
schizophrenia and other forms of 
psychiatric disabilities.” The re- 


search will be headed by Dr. Anne 
Bassett who is returning from Colum- 
bia University where she established 
an international reputation for her re- 
search in this area. 


cializingin placements for models 


Agency places 
models, actors 
with disabilities 
Star Tracksis a new agency spe- 


and performers with physical dis- 
abilities. 

Star Tracks was founded by 
Rhona Mickelson who uses a 


wheelchair and worked as a film 


extra during her university days. 
She noticed that able-bodied ac- 


tors often portrayed disabled 


people — but they were not very 
convincing. 

The board of directors for Star 
Tracks includes actor Al 
Waxman, television personality 
David Onley and the founder of 
Yuk-Yuk’s Komedy Kabaret, 
Mark Breslin. 

The agency handles models, 
actors, musicians and comedi- 
ans. Thereis no registration fee. 
Anyone with talent in any of the 
above areas can call: 

Star Tracks 

(416) 298-6210 

25 Thunder Grove 

Suite 613 

Scarborough, Ontario 

M1V 3M2 


Advisory Council 
reports on its 
88/89 activities 


The fourteenth Annual Report of the 
Ontario Advisory Council for Dis- 
abled Persons is now available in 
English, French and on tape. 

It summarizes Council's activities 
for the 1988/89 fiscal year. 


For copies contact: 
Publications Ontario 

(416) 326-5300 or 
1-800-668-9938, or the 
Council office at 

(416) 965-9537 Voice/TDD. 


New project puts 
disabled persons 
to work in media 


Access Connections, a new project 
jointly funded by Employment and 
Immigration Canada, the Canadian 
Broadcast Corporation (Toronto) and 
The Municipality of Metropolitan 
Toronto, aims to put disabled per- 
sons to work in the media. 

The three partners will provide 
$3.14-million over a 30-month period 
with an additional $500,000 expected 
from the private sector. 

The Centre for Independent Living 
(Toronto) will manage the project. 
“Unemployment is a serious problem 
forthe disabled community in Metro,” 
said executive director Vic Willi, “and 
Access Connections is a tangible 
way to begin to remedy it.” 

Access Connections has two cen- 
tral components. The Employment 
Connection, an innovative network, 
will connect employers and job seek- 
ers with disabilities. 

The Media Connection is a multi- 
media bureau which will produce a 
weekly radio show, audio visual and 
print productions, as well as The 
Disability Network, a weekly current 
affairs television program being co- 
produced with CBC Toronto. The 
purpose is to train people with dis- 
abilities for various media positions 
which will allow them to show both 
other disabled persons and other 
media networks that they can fill such 
employment opportunities. 

A third component of Access Con- 
nections is a marketing initiative to 
raise the profile of qualified job seek- 
ers with disabilities, and recruit Metro 
employers to become partners with 
the program. In addition to providing 
information and networking services, 
persons with disabilities will be di- 
rectly employed by the project. 

Due to air in February 1990, The 
Disability Network will be telecast on 
CBC Toronto, Windsor, Ottawa and 
London. It will run first on local 
Toronto networks and be re-broad- 
cast on CBC’s Newsworld. 


Shirley Collins meets with her Advisory Council for the first time. The 
Council advises on disability-related issues in such areas as transporta- 
tion, employment, education, rehabilitation and independent living. 


Employment equity awards expand eligibility 


The 1989 Achievement in Employment Equity Awards have been ex- 
panded to include target groups not based solely on gender. 
Employment practices that broaden opportunities for persons with dis- 
abilities, women, aboriginal peoples, and racial minorities are of prime 
interest. Joining the Ontario Women’s Directorate in sponsoring this 
year’s awards are the Ontario Native Affairs Directorate, the Ontario Office 
for Disabled Persons, the Ministry of Labour and the Ministry of Citizen- 


ship. 


This is the sixth year that the Government of Ontario has called for 
nominations to honor those employers and organizations with progressive 


policies and practices. 


An independent panel of judges drawn from business, labor and the 
community will review the 1989 nominations. The recommendations of the 
panel willbe approved by the ministers sponsoring the event. Winners will 
be announced at the awards ceremony on Wednesday, March 28,1990. 


Looking for new Kids on the Block 


Volunteer puppeteers are needed for 
three new Kids on the Block troupes 
in Peterborough, Niagara Falls and 
London. 

Kids on the Block is an interna- 
tional organization which uses pup- 
pets to teach school children about 
disabilities. Christine Kontos (diabe- 
tes), Brian McDaniel (epilepsy) and 
Valerie Perkins (spina bifida) are 
three of the puppets. 

Puppeteers Say it’s a fun, reward- 


ing and very worthwhile volunteer op- 
portunity. If you enjoy children, are 
outgoing and a bit of a “ham” then 
give them a call. Volunteers perform 
during school hours, in their home- 
towns, wherever Kids on the Block 
has a group. 

Please contact: 

Bonnie Charbonneau 

Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
Provincial Office 

(416) 364-1871 


Shirley Collins, Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons, shows guests 
the way to a reception held in recognition of the talents of Ontario artists 
with disabilities. From left to right are: Marty Shultz, one of the artists 
whose work was on display; Ms. Collins; Heather Driver; Gilles Morin, 
Minister Responsible for Senior Citizens' Affairs and Paul Tubbe. 


Day centre serves disabled adults 


An Adult Day Centre for disabled and 
elderly people has opened in North 
York. It is operated by the Victorian 
Order of Nurses, Metropolitan 
Toronto Branch and will be funded for 
the next four years by the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation. 

As far as possible, the program is 
individualy tailored. There is a nurse 
and recreation therapist on hand. 
Currently, there are exercise classes, 
discussion groups, card games, 
crafts and films and a hot lunch and 
snacks are provided. It is hoped that 
the centre will delay the time when 
institutional care may be necessary. 


The centre is open from 8:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Thurs- 
day. As the need grows, it willexpand 
to five days a week and can accom- 
modate 20 -25 clients daily. 

The fee is $25 a day, but no eligible 
client will be refused due to inability to 
pay. 

For more information contact: 

Adult Day Centre 

Victorian Order of Nurses 

Metropolitan Toronto Branch 


50 Hallcrown Place © 


Willowdale, Ontario o ° 
M2J 1P7 


(416) 499-2009 Ext. 306 ° à 


Helpful phone line in 
Hamilton-Wentworth 
fields disability calls 


Since the Disability Information 
Service Helpline, or D..SH,., 
opened in Hamilton-Wentworth in 
January, it has fielded about 1,500 
inquiries. 

D.I.S.H. is a free, confidential 
phone service providing information, 
referral and informal counselling. 
The goal of D.I.S.H. is to provide 
single access to information about 
community programs and services to 
persons with disabilities, their fami- 
lies and friends, professionals, sup- 
port staff and students in the disabil- 
ity field. It responds to community 
demand for a specialized disability- 
related information service. 

An advisory committee of dis- 
abled consumers, educators, social 
service agency representatives and 
information specialists has been es- 
tablished to advise and assist the 
project. 

Endorsed by the local Regional 
Advisory Committee for the Physi- 
cally Disabled, D.I.S.H. is a co-op- 
erative project sponsored by the 
Hamilton Public Library and the 
Community Information Service 
Hamilton-Wentworth. Itis located on 
the main floor of the Central Library. 

D.I.S.H. is funded by the Ministry 
of Community and Social Services 
and the Regional Municipality of 
Hamilton-Wentworth. 

The D.I.S.H. telephone numberis: 
(416) 529-3139 — Voice or TDD 

Hours are Monday to Friday from 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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NAAW promotes literacy among disabled persons 


LL 


“Awareness + Access = Integration 
is the theme for National Access 
Awareness Week which runs from 
Sunday, June 10 to Saturday, June 
16, 1990. 

Totieinwith International Literacy 
Year, NAAW will focus on heighten- 
ing awareness of learning disabilities 
and hearing impairments. Emphasis 
will also be on hidden disabilities 
such as head injuries, psychiatric 
disabilities and epilepsy. 

The goals of the week are: 

- to promote the integration of 
people with disabilities into all as- 
pects of Canadian society. 

- to make Canadians more aware 
of the achievements of people with 
disabilities. 

- to celebrate what has already 
been achieved by persons with dis- 
abilities and other interested individu- 
als and groups. 

The provincial organization of 
NAAW is funded jointly by the Ontario 
Office for Disabled Persons and the 
Secretary of State. Dick Santos, 
(416) 923-6725 is chairperson of the 
Ontario Steering Committee and 
Francine Arsenault (613) 353-2773 is 
national chairperson. 

For more information about NAAW 
contact: 

Kim Miller 

Ontario Co-ordinator 

National Access Awareness Week 
597 Parliament Street 

Suite B-4 

Toronto, Ontario M4X 1W3 

(416) 944-1894, 923-1351(FAX), 
923-6210 (TDD). 

The Ontario co-ordinator, Kim 
Miller, has co-ordinated volunteers 
and was special events co-ordinator/ 


fundraiser for St. Stephen’s Commu- 
nity House in Toronto. She has 
worked for the Independent Living 
Centre of Waterloo Region providing 
advocacy, referral and individual 


counselling services to adults with 
physical disabilities. She also has 
first-hand knowledge of disability 
issues as the result of a motor 
vehicle accident 


The CNIB presented brailled plaques and tapes of the Charter of Rights to 
Premier David Peterson and Minister Shirley Collins in appreciation of the 
Ontario government's commitment to offering print material in alternate 
forms. L to R are: Shirley Collins, Minister Responsible for Disabled Per- 
sons; Gary Magarrell, Executive Director, CNIB, Ontario division; George 
Mayor, Regional Director, CNIB, Ontario division; William Dalgarno, Presi- 
dent, Canadian Council of the Blind (Ontario) and Premier Peterson. 


Access Fund extended three years 


Ontario’s Access Fund, which pro- 
motes the integration of disabled 
persons and senior citizens, has 
been extended for another three 
years. Grants will enable community- 
based non-profit organizations to 


make their facilities accessible to 
disabled and senior citizens. 
For more information contact: 
Doug Mayer, Co-ordinator 
Access Fund 
1-800-387 - 4456, Ext. 66 


Shirley Collins: 
Minister's message 


It's apleasure to share the good news 
that we’ve extended the Access Fund 
with $15-million in funding over the 
next three years. We've also broad- 
ened the range of organizations 
eligible to apply for these grants. 

Since the Access Fund was set up 
in 1987, we have given matching 
grants to help make more than 350 
community facilities physically ac- 
cessible to people with disabilities 
and senior citizens. Most Ontarians 
take participation in local activities for 
granted, whether it’s at a recreation 
centre, a service club or a church. 
The Access Fund opens up newcom- 
munity opportunities across the prov- 
ince for people with disabilities and 
senior citizens. From Kenora to 
Owen Sound to Brockville, non-profit 
groups have received matching 
grants to install that elevator or FM 
hearing assistive system which 
opens up their facilities to so many 
more people. 

The expansion of the Access Fund 
means that a wider range of groups 
will be eligible to apply for matching 
grants. That includes community- 
based non-profit organizations which 
provide services to people with dis- 
abilities and senior citizens — for 
example, volunteer services centres 
and emergency shelters for victims of 
family violence. Organizations can 
also use Access funds to equip their 
facilities with portable aids for people 
who are hard of hearing or deaf, in- 
cluding FM amplification systems 
and TDDs (telecommunication de- 
vices for the deaf). 

In addition, organizations which 
mainly serve people with disabilities 
and senior citizens, such as con- 


Ray Rempel, director of the Ontario Head Injury Association, speaks with 
Minister Shirley Collins after her February announcement in Hamilton 
concerning increased funding to expand services for people with head 


injuries. (Story on page 3.) 


sumer advocacy centres and em- 
ployment counselling and training 
centres, are now eligible for up to 75 
per cent of the total funding required. 
The maximum grant for individual 
projects continues to be $50,000. 
New Access Fund brochures and ap- 
plicatior ns will be available i in April with 


the first application deadline July 4 


Full participation in society means 
active involvement in community 
activities and equal access to facili- 
ties. lamdelighted that the expanded 
Access Fund will continue to make 
this possible for more people with 
disabilities and senior citizens. 


TTC has blueprint for future services | 


Copies of ine Toronto Transit 
Commission’s Executive Summary 
of the “Choices for the Future” report 
are available at the TTC Head Office, 
1900 Yonge Street, Main Floor Desk, 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m. (Monday to Friday). A 
braille copy of the report and cassette 
tapes are also available upon request 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 Access Fund: Ext. 66/ Community Action Fund: Ext. 44 
Comments or suggestions should be mailed to the Editor: 


Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


by calling Charles Wheeler Fr the 
TTC at 393-3957. Comments can 
also be addressed to him. 

The TTC says the report is a blue- 
print for discussion on how to meet 
the future travel needs of Metro 
Toronto’s disabled and elderly resi- 
dents. Recommendations include: 
improvements to Wheel-Trans serv- 
ice; making key subway stations fully 
accessible (including retro-fitting of 
elevators); adoption of a new escala- 
tor/elevator policy; testing of the com- 
munity bus concept; implementation 
of kneeling buses; and improve- 
ments to vehicles and stations for am- 
bulatory disabled persons. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Long term care for physically dis- 
abled persons and senior citizens is 
being reformed. Charles Beer, Min- 
ister of Community and Social Serv- 
ices, announced the changes on 
behalf of Elinor Caplan, Minister of 
Health; Shirley Collins, Minister Re- 
sponsible for Disabled Persons; and 
Gilles Morin, Minister Responsible for 
Senior Citizen’s Affairs. 

The reform is designed to maintain 
the independence of Ontario’s sen- 
iors and people with physical disabili- 
ties, support their family caregivers 
and strengthen the ability of commu- 
nities to plan and manage responsive 
services. 

The initiatives include: 

- New service access agencies 
will be created to simplify the process 
of finding appropriate in-home serv- 
ices and the process of having some- 
one admitted to a facility such as a 
nursing home or a home for the aged. 
Through these agencies, people will 
be able to find the help they need from 
one source, instead of undertaking 
an extensive search for service. 

- The government will introduce a 
new funding system; payments will 
vary depending on the level of care 
required by residents in the home. 

- The Ministries of Health and 
Community and Social Services will 
manage the reformed Long Term 
Care system at the provincial and 
local levels through a single inter- 
ministry structure. 

- The government will develop a 
fully integrated in-home support pro- 
gram for seniors and disabled 
people. Existing services such as the 
Ministry of Health’s Home Care Pro- 
gram and the Ministry of Community 
and Social Service’s Integrated 
Homemaker Program will be brought 
together as the core of a new consoli- 
dated in-home support program. The 
government will also increase sup- 
port for many in-home services such 
as attendant care, in-home respite 
and in-home nursing care. There will 
also be further improvements to sup- 
port the lowest paid workers to add to 


the $28.9-million already allocated to 
improve the wages of homemakers. 

- Home support services run by 
community agencies such as Meals- 
on-Wheels and Friendly Visiting will 
be expanded. 

The Ministry of Community and 
Social Services will involve consum- 
ers, providers and communities in 
the reform plans. Committees made 
up of representatives from these 
groups will help establish detailed 
policies in four key areas: 


Home Care services help maintain independence longer 


- anew Classification system to aid 
in making funding decisions for nurs- 
ing homes and homes for the aged. 

- the design of the new community 
service access agencies. 

- guidelines for new community 
and in-home services. 

- the role of chronic care facilities 
within the reformed Long Term Care 
system. 

Questions may be directed to: 

Task Force on Long Term Care 
Reform at (416) 965-9308. 


Health and social services expanded 


for people with head injuries 


The province will spend an additional 
$8.8-million over the next two years 
to expand health and social services 
for people with head injuries. 

The announcement was made by 
Shirley Collins, the Ontario Minister 
Responsible for Disabled Persons, 
on behalf of Health Minister Elinor 
Caplan and Community and Social 
Services Minister Charles Beer. 

“The Ontario government is com- 
mitted to ensuring that disabled 
people receive the necessary care, 
treatment and emotional support as 
close to their families and friends as 
possible,” said Ms. Collins. 

The Ministry of Health will provide: 

* $2.2-million for a 10-bed unit 
at Hamilton Psychiatric Hospital for 
people with severe behavioral diffi- 
culties. This includes $700,000 in 
Capital funding to renovate an exist- 
ing building at the hospital to house 
this facility. The unit will be affiliated 
with the new special centre at 
Chedoke-McMaster Hospitals in 
Hamilton for treatment of head 
injuries. 

* $2.05-million to provide 30 re- 
habilitation day hospital places and 
15 longer-term rehabilitation beds in 
facilities throughout the province. 
Chedoke-McMaster Hospitals will 
recommend sites for these services, 


which should be in operation by the 
end of this year. 

+ $800,000 for support to com- 
munity living programs. These 
include occupational therapy, neuro- 
psychological assessment, behavior 
management and physiotherapy. 

+ $750,000 for rehabilitation 
counsellors to provide community 
outreach and program supervision 
from Chedoke to people discharged 
from hospital. 

¢ $1-million to provide commu- 
nity-based care in Ontario to patients 
who have been receiving services for 
head injuries in the United States. In 
the past, the limited amount of spe- 
cialized services for less complicated 
cases has forced some Ontario pa- 
tients to go to the United States for 
treatment, with the majority of their 
expenses paid by OHIP. 

The Ministry of Community and 
Social Services will provide: 

¢  $2-million for community sup- 
port services, day programs and 
family respite services. 

The demand for services for 
people with head injuries has in- 
creased dramatically in recent years 
because more people are surviving 
motor vehicle and other accidents 
after having complex brain injuries. 


Education of deaf and hard of hearing students reviewed 


A A study of educa- 
tional programs and services in 
Ontario for deaf and hard of hearing 
students has been released by Edu- 
cation Minister Sean Conway. 

The report, “Review of Ontario 
Education Programs for Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Students,” contains 
the findings and recommendations 
of two committees. 

The first, an internal review com- 
mittee, included representatives of 
school boards, the provincial 
schools for the deaf, and the Office 
for Disabled Persons. 

The second, an external review 
committee, was chaired by Donald 
Rutledge, a former Associate Direc- 
tor for the Toronto Board of Educa- 
tion. The members of this commit- 


tee were ener in deaf seeaton 
and other educators not employed by 
any of the jurisdictions under review. 
The review, which began in No- 
vember 1988, covered the three pro- 
vincial schools for the deaf operated 
by the ministry — the Ernest C. Drury 
School in Milton, the Robarts School 
in London, and the Sir James Whit- 
ney School in Belleville — the minis- 
try’s teacher education program lo- 
cated at the Sir James Whitney 
School, and programs offered by 13 
school boards across Ontario. 

_ The evaluation of programs and 
services included surveys of parents, 
students, educators of the deaf, pro- 
gram administrators, and residence 
counsellors employed by the provin- 
cialschools. The committees held 11 


as HEURE across Ra a 
received more than 130 submissions, 
delivered in writing, speech, or sign 
language. 

The ministry also conducted a 
separate review of programs for deaf 
and hard of hearing students with a 
French-language background. As 
well, the Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities has reviewed educa- 
tional opportunities for deaf and hard 
of hearing students in Ontario at the 
postsecondary level. 

For copies of the report contact: 

Ontario Ministry of Education 

Public Inquiries Unit 

1-800-263-2892 (TDD) 

1-800-387-5514 

965-6407 (Within Toronto) 


1989 Community Action Awards recipients 


Recipients of the 1989 Community Action Awards from the Office for Disabled Persons (L to R) are: 
Front row - Jack Muirhead (Scarborough); Connie Burns (Belleville); Brian Moretton (Nakina); Ron 


Kennedy (Lindsay); Mary Ann Brett (Toronto) and Hazel Self (Toronto). 


Back row - Donald James (Mississauga); John Southern (Toronto); Roger St. Louis (St. Charles ); Gary 
Malkowski (Weston); Barbara Rush (Hamilton) and H. Clifford Chadderton (Stittsville). 


Ontario Ministry of Skills Develop- 
ment to record the history 
of deaf and hard of hear- 
ing Ontarians as part of 
_ Ontario’s International Lit- 
eracy Year projects. 

The grant will be used 
to record Deaf Ontario 
Heritage on video tape, 
using American Sign Lan- 
guage, with sound 


dubbed in later. 

When completed, all 
documents will be distributed to deaf 
communities, sign language serv- 
ices, interpreting training programs 
and educational settings under Heri- 


The Canadian Hearing Society has 
received a $5,000 grant from the 


INTERNATIONALE 


LITERACY 


A ms ™N [= = 
INTERNATIONALE DE 


L'ALPHABETISATION 


Deaf culture to be recorded on video 


tage language programs. The 
“signed” stories will also be used to 
educate the public about deaf cul- 
ture. 

Areas to be recorded 
include deaf culture, folk- 
lore, jokes, drama, educa- 
tion/work experiences, 
deaf rights, political move- 
ments and sports. 

The grant is just one of 
many being awarded for 
International Literacy 
Year. 

In total, $1.29-million 
has been awarded for International 
Literacy Year projects, and to sup- 
port the work of adult literacy practi- 
tioners in Ontario. 


Ontario Advisory Council members, Patricia Hatt and Denis Bergeron, 
speak together with help from sign language interpreter Kirk Ferguson (far 
left), during the annual reception of the Ontario Advisory Council for 
Disabled Persons. 


Conference on 
Down Syndrome 
in spring 
The Canadian Down Syndrome 
Society will hold its 1990 national 


conference at Ryerson Poly- 
in Toronto, 


technical Institute 
May 24 - 27. 
Keynote speakers will be 
Stephen Lewis, former Canadian 
Ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, and human rights advocate; 
Dr. Cliff Cunningham, author of 


“Down Syndrome: An Introduc- 
tion for Parents” and Dr. Robert 
Haslam, Professor, Chairman of 
Pediatrics, Hospital for Sick Chil- 
dren, Toronto, and Chairman, 
C.D.S.S., National Resource 
Council. 

For more information contact: 

The 1990 National Conference 
of the Canadian Down Syndrome 
Society 

120 Courcelette Road 

Scarborough, Ontario 

M1N 2T2 


Films and videos cover 
disability issues 


The Centre for People with Disabili- 
ties at the Metropolitan Toronto Ref- 
erence Library has, with the help of 
the Audio Visual Services Depart- 
ment, compiled a list of films and 
videos that deal with disability issues. 
The catalogue “Living with Disabili- 
ties” is available by contacting the 
Centre for People with Disabilities at: 
(416) 393-7099 or TDD (416) 393- 
7100 or by visiting the Audio Visual 
Services Department at the Metro 
Toronto Reference Library, 789 
Yonge Street. 

The goal of the Centre for People 
with Disabilities is to make the library 
and its resources accessible to 
people with disabilities through im- 
proved physical access, develop- 
ment of special format collections, 
and equipment acquisition. 


Judging for the 1989 Premier's Awards for Accessibility took place in 


ew 


January at the Royal Ontario Museum. Judges, from left to right, are: 


William Doncaster, engineer and director of property development, Sun Life 


Assurance Company of Canada (Toronto); Douglas Cardinal, architect, 
Douglas Cardinal Architect Limited (Ottawa); Jean-Rémi Champagne, 
architect, National Research Council of Canada (Ottawa); Gail Darragh, 


interior designer, Darragh Design Associates Limited (Toronto) and William 


Sleeth, landscape architect, City of Kitchener. The awards ceremony is 


Wednesday, March 28. 


Rolling Thunder needs artistic director 


The Rolling Thunder Theatre Com- 
pany is seeking a new artistic director 
for its 1990/91 season. 

Rolling Thunder is a unique group, 
employing actors with visible disabili- 
ties. Based in Brantford, the com- 
pany tours Ontario, Quebec and the 
United States using entertainment to 
heighten public awareness of dis- 
abled persons. 

The new artistic director would de- 
velop an original play along with the 
actors during the summer of 1990, 
then tour with this play until the end of 
June 1991. 

As well, the director will work with 
the business manager to co-ordinate 


grant applications, marketing and 
promotion. 

The successful applicant would 
be required to move to Brantford 
and must be willing to commit to 
Rolling Thunder for at least two 
years. 

Reply with resume and letter stat- 
ing why you are interested in this po- 
sition to: 

Larry Brown 

Rolling Thunder Theatre 

Company 

c/o Participation House 

10 Bell Lane 

Brantford, Ontario 

N3T 5W5 


Accessible outdoor 


sports info network 


Information about outdoor sports 
and recreation activities that are 
accessible to wheelchair users is 
being gathered by the Meaford 
and District Association for the 
Physically Disabled under their 
Outdoor Recreation/Access Abil- 
ity project. 

The information will be dissemi- 
nated through the Disability Infor- 
mation Services of Canada 
(DISC) computer network. 

Send information to: 

Bruce MacCallum 

Outdoor Recreation/Access 

Ability 

Meaford and District Assoc. 

for the Physically Disabled 

Box 642 

Meaford, Ontario NOH 1Y0 

(519) 538-4390 


Learning disabilities 
focus of conference 


The Learning Disabilities Associa- 
tion of Ontario will hold its annual 
conference, “On the Frontiers of 
Knowledge” at L’Hotel in Toronto 
on April 27, 1990. 

Dr. Martha Denckla, Kennedy 
Institute, Baltimore, will be guest 
speaker at the opening plenary 
session. Other sessions will ad- 
dress the issues of neurotoxicol- 
ogy/neuro-psychological nature of 
learning disabilities, neurotoxicol- 
ogy/genetics, ADHD, diet/aller- 
gies, assessment and manage- 
ment. 

The focus is the health and well- 
being of persons with learning 
disabilities. It is co-sponsored by 
the Ontario Ministry of Health. 

For more information contact: 

Elizabeth Chubb 

Conference Co-ordinator 

Suite 304 

1901 Yonge Street 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4S 1Y6 

(416) 487-4106 
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New portable parking permits on the road to success 


A new portable parking permit which 
provides greater flexibility than the 
disabled symbol licence plate came 
into effect in Ontario May 1. The 


disabled symbol licence plates will be 

phased out by November 1, 1990. 
Five ministers participated in a 

kickoff ceremony in which the first 


Margaret Yakichuk, one of the first recipients of the new portable parking 
permit, attaches it to her sun visor to show the car is entitled to BAIE in a 
space reserved for people with disabilities. a À 2 


Latest statistics are now available 


The latest available statistics on 
Ontarians with disabilies are now 
available from the Ontario Office for 


_ Disabled Persons. 


The Statistical Profile of Disabled 
Persons in Ontario, Volume Il, pro- 


vides people with disabilities, organi-+ 


zations and policy and program de- 
velopers with a means to identify 
important issues and assess im- 
provements in the status of persons 


( Cont'd on p.5) 


new permits were presented — 
Transportation Minister William Wrye 
to Robert Loveless, chairperson of 
the Ontario Advisory Council for Dis- 
abled Persons; Minister Responsible 
for Disabled Persons, Shirley Collins, 
to Greg Pyc, national co-ordinator of 
public affairs, Canadian Paraplegic 
Association; Minister Responsible 
for Senior Citizens’ Affairs, Gilles 
Morin, to Margaret Yakichuk, a 
member of the working group which 
developed the permit program; 
Municipal Affairs Minister John 
Sweeney to Leslie Carnegie, Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus Associa- 
tion of Ontario; and Solicitor General 
Steven Offer to Ron McInnes, past 
chairperson of the Ontario Advisory 
Council for Disabled Persons. 

Shirley Collins, Minister Respon- 
sible for Disabled Persons, said that 
May 1 was “a special day for every 
Ontario person who has a disability 
because the new parking permit will 
make it more convenient for people 
with disabilities to park vehicles — 
both in their hometown and in com- 
munities across Ontario and North 
America.” 

The permit travels with its owner, 
as driver or passenger, no matter 
what vehicle is being used. It is not 
necessary to own a motor vehicle or 
have regular access to a particular 
vehicle. The permit is to be displayed 
onthe sun visor or the dashboard of 


-any vehicle in which the permit holder 


travels. 

For more information on the Dis- 
abled Person Parking Permit pro- 
gram contact the Ministry of Trans- 
portation office in your area. 


Shirley Collins: 
Minister's message 


I'd like to tell you about the reform of 
our long-term care system for people 
with disabilities and senior citizens 
that was recently announced by the 
Ontario government. It’s an impor- 
tant example of our society’s prog- 
ress towards more integration. 

Under long-term care reform, 
major changes in both facilities and 
in-home services will allow people 
with disabilities and senior citizens to 
stay in their own homes and commu- 
nities as long as possible. 

Since last year I’ve been working 
on the development and implemen- 
tation of these plans with my Cabinet 
colleagues Community and Social 
Services Minister Charles Beer, 
Health Minister Elinor Caplan and 
Gilles Morin, Minister for Senior Citi- 
zens’ Affairs. Over the next six years 
we will be investing $2-billion in new 
money in the long-term care system. 

Ontario Treasurer Robert Nixon 
has announced increased funding of 
$52-million to start the reform this 
year. 

One of the first changes will be the 
opening of service access agencies 
across Ontario, so that people have 
a single point of entry to be assessed 
for services. ; 

The increased funding allows for 
expansion of homemaker services 
and other community supports in- 
cluding 1,000 new spaces in the at- 
tendant care outreach program. All 
of these initiatives are designed to 
provide services that keep people in 
their own communities. 

At the same time Mr. Nixon an- 
nounced a reduction in Ontario in- 
come taxes for lower-income families 


Ministers who worked on the reform of long-term care for people with 


disabilities and senior citizens are clockwise from top left: 


Charles Beer, Minister of Community and Social Services 
Shirley Collins, Minister Responsible for Disabled Persons 
Gilles Morin, Minister Responsible for Senior Citizens’ Affairs. 


Elinor Caplan, Minister of Health 


The Ontario government has allocated $2-billion to be spent on long- 


term care over the next six years. 


with disabled dependants and chil- 
dren. The Ontario Tax Reduction 
program will now provide a $200 
supplement for each dependent child 
under 18 as well as a $200 supple- 
ment to the Ontario Tax Reduction for 
dependants of any age who have 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments or suggestions should be mailed to the Editor: 


Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


disabilities. When a disabled child is 
cared for at home, the supporting 
parent can claim both supplements, 
for a total of $400. In 1990-91 the 
Ontario Tax Reduction program will 
provide 250,000 supplements to 
115,000 families. 

The Ontario government will con- 
tinue to provide funding to reform the 
social assistance system. In January 
1991, social assistance recipients will 
again receive an increase in benefits 
and shelter allowances. 

In total, social assistance spend- 
ing will grow by $406-million, up 16 
per cent from 1989-90. 


| 


| Ontario projects organized to promote objectives of NAAW 


National Access Awareness Week in 
Ontario kicked off Sunday, June 10 at 
a Queen’s Park ceremony with 
Shirley Collins, Minister Responsible 
for Disabled Persons, and Karen 
Glen, Vice-Chairperson of the On- 
tario Steering Committee of NAAW at 
the Macdonald Block at12:30 p.m. 

In Ottawa, local business people 
joined together to hold a Mentor/Pro- 
tegé Day. Its purpose was to match 
job-ready disabled persons with sen- 
ior executives. Protegés spent the 
day with a mentor to observe the 
duties involved with his or her profes- 
sion and to assess whether or not this 
would be a good career path to follow. 
The program is also designed to 
stimulate the hiring of employees 
who have disabilies. 

The City of Belleville co-ordinated 
an accessible transportation system 
crossing three municipalities. 


National Cerebral Palsy 
Week coincides with NAAW 


National Cerebral Palsy Week, 
designed to coincide with Na- 
tional Access Awareness Week, 
June 10 - 16, promoted a greater 
understanding of the nature and 
causes of CP, a condition which 
affects nearly 50,000 Canadians. 

The focus of National Cerebral 
Palsy Week was education and 
employment of people who have 
cerebral palsy. To demonstrate 
the employment potential of dis- 
abled persons, the Canadian 
Cerebral Palsy Association 
(CCPA) has produced a video 
called Modern Times. Employers 
are invited to view this video and 
incorporate its message into their 
recruitment policies. 

CCPA has a new national toll- 
free telephone line from its office 
in Ottawa. For more information 
contact CCPA at: 

1-800-267-6572. 


The first official provincial closing 
of NAAW will be held in Kenora on 
June 16. 

At the national level, an education 
kit was prepared and distributed to 
schools across Canada to promote 
the theme “Education for Life and For 
AI.” This awareness program is 


designed for students age 5 to 13. It 
was put together by the national 
NAAW committee and co-ordinated 


by the Secretary of State with input 
fromteachers. Its purpose is to make 
non-disabled children feel at ease 
with children who have disabilities. 

For more information on the 
“Education for Life and For All” kit 
contact: 

Valentina Slobodian 

Ontario Teachers’ Federation 

(416) 966-3424 


eS 


NAAW Provincial Steering Committee members plan Ontario's activities. 
L to R: Kim Miller (NAAW Ontario co-ordinator); Dick Santos (PUSH); 
Marjorie Bell (Canadian Human Rights Commission); Murray Powell 
(Canada Employment and Immigration Commission); Val Slobodian 

( Ontario Teachers' Federation); Karen Glen (Access Connections) and 
William Dalgarno (Canadian Council of the Blind). 


Fall deadline for CAA nominations 


Twelve Ontario residents (at least six 
of them disabled) will be honored in 
a November ceremony for their work 
with people with disabilities. 

The Community Action Awards 
are given to honor people who have 
made a contribution to society in 
general and to the disabled commu- 
nity in particular. These are men and 
women who give their time, energies 
and talents to make Ontario a better 
place for everyone. 


Nominations for the Community 
Action Awards, a program of the Of- 
fice for Disabled Persons, close Sep- 
tember 14, 1990. 

Brochure/nomination forms are 
available from: 

Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 

Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 

or call: (416) 326-0111 or 
1-800-387-4456 


Freeport Hospital in Kitchener wins top award for design 


The design team that worked on 
Freeport Hospital Health Care Village 
in Kitchener received the Amethyst 
Award, highest honor in the 1989 
Premier's Awards for Accessibility. 
The hospital is a chronic care and re- 
habilitation facility with many acces- 
sible features ranging from an acces- 
sible theatre and hairstyling salon to 
elevators that can be operated with- 
out the use of hands. 

Premier David Peterson and 
Shirley Collins, Ontario Minister Re- 
sponsible for Disabled Persons, pre- 
sented the awards at a March cere- 
mony at Queen’s Park. The Ame- 
thyst Awards were presented to 
architect Skip Schwartz of NORR 
Partnership Ltd., artist Annabel 
Weinstein of Colourwell, both of 
Toronto, and Michael Marshman, 
partner in Walter Fedy McCargar 
Hachborn, Engineers and Project 
Managers, Kitchener. Mary Conrad, 
president and chairman of the board 
of the Health Care Village, received 
the owner’s award. 

The competition promotes excel- 
lence in the design of barrier-free 
buildings and environments that can 
be used by everyone. 

Competition judges praised 
Freeport Hospital Health Care Village 
as “exemplary” for the integration of 
many barrier-free features into a 
quality design. The Health Care Vil- 
lage houses both senior citizens and 
younger, severely disabled persons 
and replaces a former tuberculosis 
sanitorium built in 1911. Entries were 
judged on access, integration, inno- 
vation, utility, practicality, safety and 
interior design. 

Other awards: 

Award of Merit 

John George, principal, and Law- 
rence Stasiuk, senior landscape 
architect of Moore/George Associ- 
ates Inc., Toronto, for the renovation 
of Oakville Centennial Plaza. The 
owner is the Corporation of the Town 
of Oakville. 


Honorable Mention Awards 

Linda Crabtree of St. Catharines, a 
disabled consumer, for designing her 
own accessible bungalow. Co-owner 
of the house is G. Ronald Book. 

Lori Burns of Lori Burns, architect, 
and Danny Fu, president and chief 
engineer, Fu Associates Ltd., both of 
Toronto, for their work on Wind- 
Reach Farm Visitor Centre in Ash- 
burn. The owner is Alexander 
(Sandy) Mitchell. 

. Cecelia Paine of Cecelia Paine 
and Associates Inc.; interior designer 
Philip Gabriel, principal of Philip 
Gabriel/Design; G. S. Padam, man- 
ager, UMA Engineering Ltd. (struc- 
tural and civil engineering) and Jean- 
Guy Gauthier, senior partner, Landry 
Gauthier & Associates Inc. (electrical 


Winners of the Amethyst Award, who worked on Freeport Hospital Health 


and mechanical engineering), all of 
Ottawa, as well as architectural con- 
sultant Harvey Harman, Toronto, for 
the Sparks Street Mall Revitalization, 
Ottawa. 

Judges for the Premiers Awards 
were: Douglas Cardinal, Douglas 
Cardinal Architect Limited; Jean- 
Rémi Champagne, senior research 
officer, Canadian Institute for Re- 
search in Construction, National 
Research Council of Canada; Gail 
Darragh, interior designer, Darragh 
Design Associates Limited; William 
Doncaster, P. Eng., director of prop- 
erty development, Sun Life Assur- 
ance Company of Canada; William 
Sleeth, landscape architect, City of 
Kitchener Parks and Recreation 
Department. 


Care Village in Kitchener, stand between Minister Shirley Collins, Premier 
David Peterson (using a cane because of a skiing accident) and Minister 
John Sweeney. They are (L to R): Mary Conrad, Annabel Weinstein, 
Michael Marshman, and Skip Schwartz. 
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_ Access Fund grants encourage integration of disabled persons 


Another 113 Ontario community fa- 
cilities will be accessible to disabled 
persons and senior citizens with 
funding of $2.95-million from the 
Access Fund, a joint grants program 
of the Office for Disabled Persons 
and the Office for Senior Citizens’ 
Affairs. 


Six sets of grants have been 
made from the Access Fund since its 
inception in June 1987. 

Grants are provided for renova- 
tions which increase accessibility, in- 
cluding improved access for wheel- 
chairs, visual alert systems for hear- 
ing impaired persons, and braille and 


Statistical Profile cont'd from page 1 


with disabilies in Ontario. 

People with disabilities who par- 
ticipated in the Health and Activity 
Limitations Survey of 1986-87 by Sta- 
tistics Canada reported having less 
formal education than non-disabled 
Ontarians. Less than half of all re- 
spondents with disabilities, as com- 
pared with three-quarters of non-dis- 
abled Ontarians, were employed in 
1986, with gross incomes 46 per cent 
lower than those of non-disabled 
Ontarians. 

Of those who said they required 
special transit services, almost six 
out of ten said it was not available in 
their area. As for leisure activities, the 


Humor helps cope 
with disabilities 


Humorous stories, poems, and car- 
toons about disabilities are being 
compiled by the Hospital for Sick 
Children in Toronto to add to its grow- 
ing Humor and Disability Library. 

The hospital’s physical disability 
team is putting this collection to- 
gether to show how disabled people 
cope with environmental barriers, 
hospitals, transit systems, teasing 
and other issues. 

Material can be sent to: 

Dr. Arlette Lefebvre 

Staff Psychiatrist 

The Hospital for Sick Children 

555 University Avenue 

Toronto, Ontario M5G 1X0 


majority of disabled respondents said 
most of their leisure time was spentin 
passive activities such as watching 
television. Fifteen per cent said they 
spent no time with family or friends. 

The information is based on an 
analysis of data from the HALS Re- 
port conducted by Statistics Canada. 
It is broader and more detailed than 
the earlier Canadian Health and Dis- 
ability Survey. 

The two volumes are published in 
support of goals established for the 
Decade of Disabled Persons, 1983- 
1992. 

For copies contact: 

Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
1-800-387-4456 

(416) 326-0111 (Voice/TDD for both 
numbers) 


other tactile features for visually im- 
paired persons. Depending on eligi- 
bility, organizations receive either 50 
or 75 per cent of the total cost of the 
renovations. The maximum grant is 
$50,000. 

Two of the grants go to townships 
in Northeastern Ontario. The United 
Way of Sault Ste. Marie receives 
$38,027 to install an elevator and four 
doors, widen four doorways and 
renovate three washrooms to im- 
prove access to the organization’s 
meeting facilities and social service 
programs. Penage Road Community 
Centre in Whitefish will construct a 
ramp and a new doorto its community 
meeting facilities with a grant of 
$1,489. 

The next application deadlines are 
July 1 and October 1, 1990. 

For more program information 
contact: 

Douglas Mayer 

(416) 326-0166 (Voice/TDD) 

1-800-387-4456 (Toll Free) 

For copies of the Access Fund bro- 
chure/application contact: 

Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
Information Services 

(416) 326-0111 (Voice/TDD) 
1-800-387-4456 (Voice/TDD) 


Employment equity resources sought 


Resource materials on employment of people with disabilities are being 
gathered by the Ontario Office for Disabled Persons. 


In consultation with the Ministry of Labour's Centre for Disability and 
Work ( formerly the Handicapped Employment Program ) and public/ 
private sector employment equity co-ordinators, the Office for Disabled 
Persons will assess the types of materials most needed by employers in 


the hiring of disabled people. 


Names of publications, videos and other pertinent information can be 


sent to: 


Sandra Friedman 


Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 


(416) 326 - 0134 


Nine hospitals share $2.5-million in government grants 


Nine Ontario hopitals will share an 
additional $2.5-million to diagnose 
and treat hereditary diseases. The 
Ontario Ministry of Health has allo- 
cated the funds for the early detec- 
tion, diagnosis and treatment of he- 
reditary diseases and congenital 
defects. 

Government spending on genet- 
ics funding has increased from $12- 
million to $14.5-million for the 1989- 
90 fiscal year. 

The new funding is almost equally 
divided between annual operating 
funding and the one-time capital cost 
of new equipment. 

The nine hospitals are: Sudbury 
General Hospital; Kingston General 
Hospital; Victoria Hospital, London; 
Credit Valley Hospital, Mississauga; 
Oshawa General Hospital; North 


Manual outlines 
adaptability of 
new technology 


A new manual from the University of 
Toronto Press outlines how com- 
puter-based technology can assist 
persons with disabilities. 

The assessment manual — “Con- 
trol of Computer-Based Technology 
for People with Physical Disabilities” 
— gives a step-by-step outline of how 
to assess and adapt new technology 
so that it serves persons with disabili- 
ties — to allow independence in daily 
living activities and full participation in 
society. 

The manual was written for profes- 
sionals such as education teachers, 
therapists, and technical personnel 
to help them provide technology to 
assist disabled persons with tasks 
such as controlling household appli- 
ances, using keyboards, etc. 

Copies are available for $50 each 
from: 

University of Toronto Press 

10 St. Mary Street 

Toronto, Ontario M4Y 2W8 


York General Hospital; The Children’s 
Hospital of Eastern Ontario, Ottawa; 
The Toronto Hospital and the Hospital 
For Sick Children, Toronto. 

The hospitals will provide genetic 
counselling and assessment to 


about 10,000 new patients a year. 
Their services include prenatal 
screening, diagnosis and treatment 
of hereditary diseases, and 
newborn care. 


June celebrations recognize Ontario 
seniors’ achievements 


June is Ontario Senior Citizens’ 
Month and the theme this year is 
“JubilAGEtion — A Celebration of 
Age.” 

Senior Achievement Awards from 
the Ontario Government, presented 
on the eve of Senior Citizens’ Month, 
recognize the contribution of individu- 
als after their 65th birthdays. 

The talents, creativity, and abilities 
of senior citizens will be in evidence at 
regional stage performances through- 
out Ontario. The United Senior Citi- 
zens of Ontario are project managers 
of the “Jubilations of June” concert 
series. 

Many of the seniors who appear in 
regional performances will be invited 
to participate in the Senior Jubilee 


Disabled athletes 
compete in games 


More than 400 athletes from across 
the province will compete at Cen- 
tennial Park in Etobicoke during the 
14th Ontario Games for the Physi- 
Cally Disabled, July 6 - 8. 

The Ontario Ministry of Tourism 
& Recreation, and Sport for Dis- 
abled Ontario have each contrib- 
uted $45,000 to the games. 

The athletes will compete in track 
and field, swimming, powerlifting 
and bocce events. 

For more information contact: 

Blair Mcintosh 

Games Consultant 

(416) 965-3720 


Concerts scheduled from August 13 
to August 16 at Roy Thomson Hall in 
Toronto. 
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Know your rights 


when seeking 
accommodation 


Anyone who fears discrimination 


when looking for rental accommo- 
dation can use the information con- 
tained in a pamphlet produced by 
the Centre for Equality Rights in Ac- 
commodation (CERA). 

The pamphlet “Discrimination: 
It’s Against The Law” explains how 
to know when there is discrimination 
and what to do about it. It was pro- 
duced with the assistance of a grant 
from the Community Action Fund of 
the Ontario Office for Disabled Per- 
sons. 

Copies are available in English 
and French from: 

CERA 

517 College Street, Suite 408 

Toronto, Ontario M6G 1A8 
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Office for Disabled Persons 


Shirley Collins, Minister Fall 1990 


Commitment to fully accessible transportation 


“The provincial government has 
made a commitment to fully-acces- 
sible public transportation,” Trans- 
portation Minister William Wrye an- 
nounced recently. The government 
intends to achieve this long-term goal 
in an efficient, effective and fiscally- 
responsible manner,” he added. 

This policy was developedin close 
collaboration with the Office for Dis- 
abled Persons and the Office for 
Senior Citizens’ Affairs, consumer 
groups, municipal and industry asso- 
ciations and service providers. 

“This policy direction is a major 
move towards the goal of full integra- 
tion of persons with disabilities into all 
aspects of social and economic life in 
Ontario,” noted Shirley Collins, the 
Ontario Minister Responsible for Dis- 
abled Persons. 

At the same time, an increase in 
funding for the next four years for 
access modifications to conventional 
transit services to a maximum of 90 
per cent from 75 per cent was an- 
nounced. This will mean an added 
incentive of about $8.7-million to 
municipalities to equip their fleets 
with features such as kneeling buses 
that lower the front step, angled cour- 
tesy seating and improved public 
address systems. This improvement 
will make public transit services more 
convenient and more user friendly 
for nine out of 10 disabled persons. 

Earlier this spring, the government 
unveiled a program of rapid transit 
expansion in the Greater Toronto 
Area involving a $5-billion investment 
through provincial, municipal and 
private sector financing which will 
enhance service for current TTC sub- 
way and GO transit riders. 
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As well, the three-year-old acces- 
sible taxi demonstration project, 
which has been enormously suc- 
cessful in small-to-medium-sized 
communities, became an on-going 


a. 


provincial commitment of more than 
$1-million a year. People with dis- 
abilities use taxis eight times more 
often than the general public. 
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Lucy Vanderklutt, left, and Lucy Keenan with her guide dog Nellie, help test 


subway platform warning strips at a TTC station. 


(Toronto Star photo) 


Deaf education has new pilot project 


By Barry Maggs 


An American Sign Language pilot 
project is one of the results of areview 
of English-language deaf and hard- 
of-hearing education in Ontario re- 
leased in late ’89. 

The announcement was made by 
Education Minister Sean Conway on 
the same day his ministry released a 
similar review of French-language 
deaf and hard-of-hearing education. 


The pilot project will consist of 10 
teachers, six of whom are deaf, 
teaching preschoolers to Grade 3 
childreninboth ASL and English Sign 
Language. The teaching will be 
evaluated through an ongoing re- : 
search program. The project will take 
place at the Ernest C. Drury Schoolin 
Milton. 

(Cont'd on p. 3) 


Funds increased for assistive devices 


Health Minister Elinor Caplan has an- 
nounced expansion of the Assistive 
Devices Program that will serve an 
additional 440,000 Ontarians with 
disabilities. 

In this fiscal year an additional 
$9.7-million has been allocated for 
devices including prosthetics, wheel- 
chairs and mobility aids, hearing aids, 
ostomy supplies and respiratory 
equipment. 

Of the $9.7-million, $5-million will 
be allocated to orthotics, $2.8-million 
to vision aids and $1.9-million to com- 
munications aids. 

As of October 1, Ontario residents 
of all ages, who requires custom 
made, conventional orthoses such as 
braces, orcertain aids to compensate 
for blindness, low vision, verbal or 
written communication difficulties or 
deafness, will be eligible for govern- 
ment funding of about 75 per cent of 
the cost of an approved device. At 
present, funding is available only to 
those aged 26 or under. 


The expansion will be phased in 
over the next two years and when 
fully implemented will increase ex- 
penditures by an estimated $33.9- 
million a year. 

“The government is committed to 
expanding the Assistive Devices 
Program so that as many people as 
possible can live a more independ- 
ent life with a reduced emphasis on 
institutional care,” Mrs. Caplan said. 

The Assistive Devices Program is 
an important component of long- 
term care reform because the de- 
vices it funds allow Ontario residents 
to lead more productive lives.in their 
home environment. 

The program currently pays for 
approved devices for about 100,000 
clients annually. 

For further information, contact 
the Assistive Devices Program at: 

Toll-free: 1-800-268-6021 

Toronto: 1-416-963-1956 

TDD: 1-800-268-6023 


Valuable information 
in revised 
Drivers’ Guide 


The Guide for Disabled Drivers in 
Ontario, a joint Ministry of Trans- 
portation and Office for Disabled 
Persons publication, has been 
revised and re-issued. 

The new edition contains infor- 
mation on the portable Disabled 
Person Parking Permit, choosing 
the right vehicle, getting your ve- 
hicle modified, insurance costs, 
driving instruction and rental cars 
for drivers with disabilities. 

The guide is available in both 
English and French at local Driv- 
ers and Vehicles Licence Offices 
or contact: 

Ontario Office for Disabled 

Persons 

Information Unit 

2nd Floor, 700 Bay Street 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5G 126 

(416) 326-0111 (Voice/TDD) 

1-800-387-4456 (Voice/TDD) 


Joint project provides jobs for people facing employment barriers 


Partners in goodwill, a $7-million 
computer technology project that 
employs workers who have faced 
barriers to employment, will improve 
public services offered by the Office 
of the Registrar General, which keeps 
records of Ontario’s births, mar- 
riages, name changes and deaths. 
The Office, part of the Ministry of 
Consumer and Commercial Rela- 
tions, is using on-site trained staff 
provided by Goodwill Industries of 
Toronto, a non-profit vocational 
agency, to convert more than 10-mil- 
lion documents to auto-imaged rec- 


ords. Imaging technology for the 
project will be provided by private- 
sector suppliers Andersen Consult- 
ing and Hewlett Packard. The docu- 
ment conversion will take place prior 
to the move of the ORG head office to 
Thunder Bay, early in 1991. 
Goodwill’s mission is to provide 
work and training to people who face 
employment barriers in the tradi- 
tional labor market. The Ministry 
project is providing employment and 
training for eight months for 65 
people who face job barriers. Six- 
teen of those employed through the 
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program identify themselves as dis- 
abled. 

Employees on the project may 
need vocational assistance from 
Goodwill for a variety of reasons. The 
job barriers they face can be related to 
physical, developmental, or psychiat- 
ric disability, illness, injury, cultural 
differences, economic or educational 
difficulties. 

“Partners in goodwill is a good ex- 
ample of innovative management. By 
developing this partnership among 
public, private and non-profit sectors, 
we are helping to achieve our 
government’s goal of employment 
equity, providing training and work 
experience for people who may have 
had difficulty finding a place in the 
labor market,” explained Consumer 
and Commercial Relations Minister 
Gregory Sorbara. 


Disability organizations provided summer employment for students 


By Barry Maggs 


Kim Huson and Greg Neely worked 
for the Ontario March of Dimes office 
in Hamilton this past summer as part 
of Summer Experience Program ’90. 

The $10.5-million Ontario Govern- 
ment program, which includes minis- 
tries and agencies, is designed to 
help students gain valuable on-the- 
job training. 

The Office for Disabled Persons 
approved 22 placements in disability 
organizations, as part of the prov- 
ince-wide program. 


Huson and Neely organized fund- 
raising events such as a pancake 
breakfast at a trailer park in Flambor- 
ough, Ont. This event included a 
wheelchair obstacle course to raise 
awareness. Proceeds went to two 
Ontario March of Dimes camps for 
people with disabilities. 

Other Office for Disabled Persons 
placements went to the Barrier Free 
Design Centre in Toronto, The Bob 
Rumball Associations for the Deaf 
camp near Orillia, the CNIB’s Lake 
Joseph Centre, the Canadian Para- 


Design centre dispels myth about clunky living aids 


Visitors to the new Window on Tech- 
nology Centre are meant to walk in 
and feel at home, no matter what their 
disability. 

The Program Technology Centre 
of the Ministry of Community and 
Social Services designed the centre 
to show how homes can be made 
more safe and liveable through modi- 
fications or renovations to suit any 
budget. 

Products on display include motor- 


Cerebral Palsy Federation 
to hold fall conference 


The Ontario Federation for Cere- 
bral Palsy is holding its 43rd an- 
nual conference October 19-21 at 
Toronto’s Skyline Triumph Hotel. 

Saturday workshops include 
“Do Standards Mean More 
Rules?,” and “More and Better 
Services, or Just More Bureauc- 
racy.” 

To register in advance write: 

The Ontario Federation for 

Cerebral Palsy 

1020 Lawrence Ave. W. 

Suite 303 

Toronto, Ont. 

M6A 1C8 

(416) 787-4595 


ized cupboards and a stove which 
can be raised or lowered, an acces- 
sible vanity, a roll-in shower, wall- 
mounted light fixtures, non-slip floor- 
ing, and a range of helpful kitchen 
gadgets. 

The designers want to dispel the 
myth that daily living aids and assis- 
tive devices are by nature clunky, 
heavy and unattractive. Products 
and designs willbe changed regularly 
to enable visitors to see the wide 
range of products available. 

To visit the centre, contact: 

Program Technology Branch 

Ministry of Community and Social 

Services 

5140 Yonge Street, 12th Floor 

North York, Ontario M2M 6L7 

(416) 730-6654 


Deaf education review 


plegic Association in Toronto, the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada 
in Ottawa, the National Educational 
Association of Disabled Students in 
Ottawa, the Ontario Action Aware- 
ness Association in Scarborough, the 
Ontario Association of the Deaf in 
Toronto, and the Ontario March of 
Dimes in Toronto. 

Program participants are between 
15 and 24 years of age (up to 29 if 
disabled). The jobs are posted at 
Canada Student Employment 
Centres each spring. 


Accessible ice fishing 


The first snowfall need not signal 
the end of fishing season — for 
some ardent fans it’s the begin- 
ning of ice fishing. 

Gone Fishing Charters Ltd. of- 
fers ice fishing to anglers who 
have physical disabilities. The 
company has accessible ice huts, 
a transportation system which ac- 
commodates wheelchairs and 
other equipment to allow anglers 
with disabilities to fish in comfort. 
It is located at Willow Beach on 
the south shore of Lake Simcoe. 
For more information: 

Gone Fishing Charters Ltd. 
P. O. Box 64 

Greenbank, Ontario 

LOC 1B0 

(416) 476-4505 

(416) 985-4018 


(Cont'd. from front page) 


Other changes resulting from the 
review include financial assistance to 
qualified deaf people, currently 
teaching or not, who wish to obtain 
their teaching certificate, and the 
transfer of the training of teachers of 
deaf students from Sir James Whit- 
ney School in Belleville to a teacher 
education institution by 1991. 

Foremost among the recommen- 
dations of the French-language re- 
view is an assessment of the needs of 


Francophone deaf and hard-of-hear- 
ing students and the provision of 
funds to meet those needs. 

The review also suggests that deaf 
persons with French-language back- 
grounds be encouraged to become 
teachers and that la Langue des 
signes québécois (LSQ) be made a 
language of instruction. 

A review of postsecondary deaf 
education is being undertaken by the 
Ministry of Colleges and Universities. 


Grants help improve accessibility of northern facilities 


Three Northern Ontario organiza- 
tions have received $34,050 in grants 
to help offset the cost of special proj- 
ects for people with disabilities. 

The grants were made through the 
Community Action Fund, a program 
of the Ontario Office for Disabled 
Persons which enables organiza- 
tions of, and for disabled persons, to 
undertake approved initiatives. 

Northern Business Support Sys- 
tems of North Bay received $12,000 
toward a total budget of $56,000 fora 
promotional campaign aimed at 
employers. The group will produce a 
video, a poster, brochures and other 
communications tools aimed at help- 
ing employers to integrate persons 


Two leading researchers 
to speak at November 
autism conference 


The Geneva Centre is presenting its 
third Provincial Symposium on Au- 
tism, Thursday, November 8, and 
Friday, November 9, 1990, at the 
Metro Toronto Convention Centre. 

Keynote addresses will be given 
by two leading researchers inthe field 
of autism. Dr. Randi Hagerman will 
speak on Fragile X and Autism, and 
Dr. Catherine Lord will discuss Spe- 
cial Problems and Issues in Adoles- 
cence and Young Adulthood. 

Other presentations will cover 
transition planning, augmentative 
communication, preschool issues, 
use of non-intrusives, family stress, 
Aspergers Syndrome, social skills 
training, and the use of a mediator 
model. 

For more information contact: 

The Geneva Centre 

Provincial Symposium 

204 St. George Street 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5R 2N5 

(416) 968-7877 


with disabilities into the workforce. 

The Handicapped Action Group 
Inc. (HAGI) of Thunder Bay received 
$10,000 to organize a conference, 
“Celebrating the Future”, to take 
place in October. 

The Ontario March of Dimes, Tim- 
mins Region, received $12,050 to 


Outdoor recreation conference focuses 
on integration of all sports enthusiasts 


Discuss the integration of disabled 
and non-disabled persons in outdoor 
recreation activities during the On- 
tario March of Dimes’ Mainstream 
Outdoor Opportunities ‘90 confer- 
ence, September 28 - 30. 

The conference is for outdoor edu- 
cators, recreation therapists, teach- 
ers, camp directors, disabled outdoor 
enthusiasts and students from 
across Canada and the United 
States. 

The conference is financially as- 
sisted by the Ontario Office for Dis- 
abled Persons, the Ministry of Tour- 
ism and Recreation, the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services, the 
Canadian Foundation for the Physi- 
cally Disabled, the City of Toronto 
and The Trillium Foundation. 


Popular cookbook now available in braille 


Cooks who are blind or visually im- 
paired can now whip up the same 
recipes as their sighted friends with 
the first commercially published Ca- 
nadian cookbook in braille. 

The National Library of the Cana- 
dian National Institute for the Blind 
has transcribed the Canadian Living 
Cookbook into braille. The CNIB 
chose this cookbook because of its 
popularity and variety of recipes. 

The nine volumes were produced 


assess the vocational and accommo- 
dation needs of physically disabled 
adults in the Districts of Cochrane 
and Timiskaming. The results will 
form the basis for service planning in 
vocational rehabilitation and training, 
attendant care and community serv- 
ices in the Timmins Area. 


For more information contact: 
Mainstream Opportunities ’90 
Conference 

Ontario March of Dimes 
Camping and Recreation 
Department 

60 Overlea Blvd. 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4H 1B6 (416) 425-0501 


INTERNATIONAL 


LITERACY 


A D] ms (= = 
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L'ALPHABETISATION 


by volunteers and staff at the CNIB 
National Library with the assistance 
of Telemedia Publishing, Random 
House and Madison Press. 
The cookbook is available for 
$34.95 from: 
National Library Division 
Canadian National Institute 
for the Blind 
1929 Bayview Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario M4G 3E8 
(416) 480-7526 


Three communities earned Five Star distinction awards 


For the first time since the Five-Star 
Community Awards program was 
announced in 1988, three communi- 
ties have earned the distinction. Five 
Star awards were presented to the 
cities of Kitchener and Ottawa and 
the town of Redvers in Saskatche- 
wan. 

The awards, part of activities for 


Participants enjoy the balloons handed out during the kickoff ceremony and 


National Access Awareness Week, 
are the highest acommunity canearn 
for recognition of its efforts to inte- 
grate disabled persons into the com- 
munity. The name Five Star symbol- 
izes the five key areas in which prog- 
ress in integration can occur: trans- 
portation, housing, employment, rec- 
reation and education. 


picnic held in June to celebrate National Access Awareness Week. 


Mental health conference in Victoria 


The 1990 National Conference on 
Mental Health, entitled “Challenge, 
Choice and Change,” takes place 
Oct. 31 to Nov. 2 at the Victoria Con- 
ference Centre, Victoria, B.C. 
To register call the conference co- 

odinator at (604) 873-1633 or write: 

The Canadian Mental Health 

Association 

B.C. Division 

207-96 East Broadway 

Vancouver, B.C. 

V5T 4N9 


To earn a single Star Community 
Award, a community must show ex- 
cellence in one of the five areas, as 
well as demonstrate an all-round 
commitment to the integration of 
people with disabilities. Ontario re- 
cipients were Kingston, for transpor- 
tation and Windsor for recreation. 


Needs of people with 
learning disabilities 
to be examined 


An interministry working group has 
been established to look at provincial 
government programs for adults and 
children with learning disabilities. 

The working group — Set up in re- 
sponse to issues identified by the 
Learning Disabilities Association of 
Ontario, consumers, and profession- 
als working in the field — will be 
headed by the Ontario Office for Dis- 
abled Persons. It will include repre- 
sentatives from the Ministries of Col- 
leges and Universities, Community 
and Social Services, Correctional 
Services, Education, Health and 
Skills Development. 

The group will examine how well 
existing services meet the needs of 
the 80,000 Ontarians of all ages who 
are learning disabled. Their final 
report is to be completed early next 
year. 


Learning Disabled Association annual meeting 


The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario is holding its annual gen- 
eral meeting Oct. 26-28 at the White Oaks Inn and Racquet Club in St. 


Catharines, Ontario. 


Friday evening, the 26th, will be a social evening. Workshops and ses- 
sions will be held in the day on Saturday and Sunday. The Saturday ban- 


quet speaker is Mary Sue McCarthy. 


For further information contact: 
Ursula Hudson (416) 641-1021 


On the road to integration for leisure and sports events 


By Barry Maggs 


The integration of people with dis- 
abilities into mainstream leisure and 
sport is gaining momentum here in 
Ontario. 

A recently released report, "Lei- 
sure: A Key to Community Integra- 
tion," deals with the issues and proc- 
esses that will accompany this in- 
crease in integration. The report was 
released by the Ministry of Commu- 
nity and Social Services, the Ministry 
of Tourism and Recreation and the 
Office for Disabled Persons, and is 
intended to generate feedback. 

The report emphasizes the need 
for, and the importance of leisure in 
everyone's life, and presents a “pro- 
posed vision for the future of leisure 
for persons with disabilities, as well 
as what is needed in order to turn this 
vision into a reality." 

While announcing the release of 
the report at the National Access 
Awareness Week kick-off in Hamil- 
ton, Shirley Collins, Minister Respon- 
sible for Disabled Persons, told the 
audience that improved access to 
community recreation will mean 
“more opportunities for people with 
disabilities for mainstream involve- 
ment.” 

Integration of disabled sport is al- 
ready increasing. The next Canada 
Games will include “five or six demon- 
stration sports and at least one full- 
medal sport for disabled persons,” 
said Doug Wilton, executive director 
of Sport for Disabled Ontario. The 
medal events will be the men’s 
1500m and women’s 800m wheel- 
chair race. 

Wilton is a member of the Interna- 
tional Paralympic Committee, a large 
and growing organization styled after 
the International Olympic Commit- 
tee. The IPC recently approached 
IOC head Juan Antonio Samaranch 
on the integration issue. 

“He told us we should start at the 
bottom not the top, and he’s right. 
Disabled sport still has to clean up its 
act. Because of the range of classifi- 


cations and the fact that events for 
people with disabilities take more time, 
we have to work to simplify things, es- 
pecially at a time when the Olympics 
are hearing from all sides that they 
take too long. “ 

Sport for Disabled Ontario is in- 
volved with the Ontario Federation of 
Secondary School Athletics, Ontario’s 
high school sports body. Wilton be- 
lieves this kind of involvement will 
bring about gradual change. 

For high-speed change he points to 
the Paralympic Games, held at the 
same venue as the Olympics, and in 
the same year. He says that the expo- 
sure given to disabled athletes at the 


’°88 Paralympics in Seoul brought 
South Korean services for people 
with disabilities forward a full cen- 
tury. 

“The Olympics in Toronto would 
bring about a similar result.” 

For a copy of “Leisure: A Key to 
Community Integration” contact: 

Mr. Herb Gray, Consultant 

Recreation for Persons with a 

Disability 

Recreation Policy Branch 

Ministry of Tourism and 

Recreation 

8th Floor, 77 Bloor Street West 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 2R9 


Guidebook lets you in on accessible Toronto 


The Junior League of Toronto will release its fourth edition of Toronto 
With Ease, an accessibility guidebook for people with physical disabili- 
ties, on October 15. Last published in 1984, the book contains informa- 
tion onthe accessibility of more than 400 recreational facilities in Toronto. 

Toronto With Ease includes entertainment and cultural venues, librar- 
ies, community centres, restaurants and places of worship as well as 
listings of special transportation, wheelchair repair and travel agencies 
that specialize in travel for people with disabilities. 

Books are available at no charge by calling the Toronto With Ease 
Hotline at 485-4308, by mail from The Ontario March of Dimes, 60 
Overlea Blvd., Toronto M4H 1B6 (include $3.75 for postage and han- 
dling) and in person at the Junior League Opportunity Shop and The 
Ontario March of Dimes. Toronto With Ease is also available on ALEX, 


a consumer videotech service. 


A catalogue of barrier-free design products 


People with disabilities who are inter- 
ested in installing assistive devices or 
living aids that can help make life 
around their own homes both easier 
and safer may be interested in a new 
catalogue published by the Barrier- 
Free Design Centre. 

The Directory of Barrier-Free Build- 
ing Products includes items such as 
hand-rails, shower stalls, automated 
sliding doors and portable ramps. 
Some products are designed specifi- 
Cally for people who are blind or deaf. 
The directory is useful for disabled per- 


sons, architects, contractors and oc- 
cupational therapists. It includes a 
brief product description and an ad- 
dress for more information. In most 
cases Canadian contacts are in- 
cluded for foreign-made products. 
The cost of the directory is $49.95 
plus $3 for shipping and mailing. 

Contact: 

Barrier-Free Design Centre 

2075 Bayview Ave. 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4N 3M5 

(416) 480-6000 
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New minister for the Office for Disabled Persons 


The Office for Disabled Persons 
has a new Minister. She’s Elaine 
Ziemba, Ontario Minister of Citi- 
zenship with responsibility for 
Human Rights, Disabled Persons, 
Senior Citizens and Race Rela- 


| tions. 
| The Minister is the Member of 
| Provincial Parliament for 


Toronto’s High Park - Swansea. 

“| came into Government to 
make changes,” the Minister told 
staff at an early meeting. 

She brings a long history of 
community and social service. 
Prior to her election, she was ex- 
ecutive director of Toronto’s St. 
Clair West Meals on Wheels, a 
community-based non-profit so- 
cial service agency for seniors. 
She had previously served as a 


New minister, Elaine Ziemba, standing beside Lt-.Gov. Lincoln Alexander, 
smiles as her son cheers her on at the October 1 swearing in ceremony. 


ciation of Social Services Insurance 


home help co-ordinator with that 
organization, as a constituency 
assistant with the Toronto Board of 
Education, and has been a partner 
in a family business in Toronto’s 


As well, the Minister has extensive 
experience in the volunteer sector. 
She was president of Social Services 
for Seniors, a Metro Toronto federa- 
tion of community-based seniors’ 


System. Working with seniors’ asso- 
Ciations from across the province, 
Ms. Ziemba chaired a review com- 
mittee on salaries and benefits for 


Bloor West Village. agencies, and of the Ontario Asso- agency staff. (Cont'd on p. 2) 


Excerpts: Speech from the Throne includes employment equity 


*We must build a society in which all Ontarians can achieve the best of which they are capable, have genuine 
access to education, culture, training and jobs, and receive fair treatment from its institutions. 

“We cannot afford to lose the skills and abilities of Ontario’s population because of discrimination. My govern- 
ment is firmly committed to both employment equity and pay equity. ... After consultation, we will introduce 
employment equity legislation. We are confident the Ontario economy can provide equity for its citizens, while 
ensuring a fair level of profitability for its businesses. 

* Reports on advocacy for Ontario’s most vulnerable citizens — the disabled and the frail elderly — have been 
gathering dust for too long. We will deal with this issue. 

* Our health and social services must be the best we can afford. We cannot, however, assume that spending 
more and more money will mean better services. Instead, we will look at the results of our spending to ensure 
the most effective use of public funds. We will work with health and social service professionals, community or- 
ganizations, workers and consumers to improve health and social services. 


ODP welcomes two new parliamentary assistants : 


Gary Malkowski 


Gary Malkowski, MPP for York East, 
is Ontario’s first elected deaf politi- 
cian who uses American sign lan- 
guage. Less than four weeks after his 
election, he was named Parliamen- 
tary Assistant to the Minister of Citi- 


Gary Malkowski (centre) talks to Rosemary Pryde, executive director, 


Ontario Association of the Deaf’s 
Education Task Force Committee, he 
played a leading role in initiating the 
Ministry of Education’s review into 
education for the deaf. In response to 
the results of the review, the deaf 


VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children, with the help of an ASL interpreter. 


zenship, Elaine Ziemba, who has 
responsibility for Disabled Persons. 

Mr. Malkowski has long been a 
strong advocate of Ontario’s deaf 
community. As chairperson of the 
New minister cont'd 

She has been an executive mem- 
ber of her local parent/school asso- 
ciation, as well as a Girl Guide leader. 
Ms. Ziemba is active with many com- 
munity groups involved with environ- 
mental, peace, business and health 
issues. 

Of Polish descent, the Minister 
was bornin Toronto. She puts a great 
deal of importance on family and 
family unity, and is married to Joseph 
Ziemba, a canoe builder. They have 
two grown children. 


community developed the Deaf Edu- 
cation Movement. 

Mr. Malkowski has worked as both 
a vocational rehabilitation counsellor 
and deaf culture instructor for the 
Canadian Hearing Society and has 
taught continuing education courses 
for deaf adults in politics and culture 
at George Brown College in Toronto. 

In November 1989, Mr. Malkowski 
received a Community Action Award 
from the Office for Disabled Persons 
in recognition of his commitment to 
improving education for people who 
are deaf or hard-of-hearing. 

Of Polish and French descent, Mr. 
Malkowski grew up in Hamilton. He is 
currently a resident of Thorncliffe 
Park, East York, and is the father of 
three daughters and a son. 


For print, audio Copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments should be mailed to the Editor: 


Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


Dennis Drainville 

Dennis Drainville, MPP for Victoria- 
Haliburton, brings years of experi- 
ence fighting poverty in Canada to his 
new position as one of two Parlia- 
mentary Assistants to the Minister of 
Citizenship, Elaine Ziemba, who has 
responsibility for Disabled Persons. 


Prior to entering politics, Rev. 
Drainville was a prominent national 
spokesperson known across Canada 
for his involvement in humanitarian 
issues. He has frequently been called 
upon to speak on social and eco- 
nomic justice issues. 

He has an extensive background 
in fighting poverty having been a for- 
mer director of Stop 103, a Toronto 
foodbank and multi-service agency, 
and the chairperson of the 1987 na- 
tional Conference on Hunger in Can- 
ada. He is also the author of a highly 
regarded report, “Poverty in Can- 
ada,” published in 1985. 

Following his ordination in 1982, 
Rev. Drainville served as an Anglican 
parish priest for the region of Victoria- 
Haliburton and was regional dean 
from 1984 to 1987. 

Rev. Drainville and his wife Donna 
reside in Haliburton County in a log 
schoolhouse which dates back to 
1885. He was born in Joliette, 
Quebec. 
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| Twelve Ontarians, eight of whom 


have disabilities, received Commu- 
nity Action Awards at a December 
presentation in honor of their 
achievements to make our society a 
better place. 

“The award recipients are men 
and women whose determination 
and hard work have helped people 
with disabilities develop their true po- 
tential, and join the mainstream of 
Ontario life, said Elaine Ziemba, 
Minister of Citizenship with responsi- 
bility for Disabled Persons. “By help- 
ing to change outmoded public atti- 
tudes to disability, they have greatly 
benefitted the disabled community 
and society as a whole.” 

A selection committee chose the 
recipients from among more than 100 
people nominated by individuals and 
community groups across the prov- 
ince. The committee members were: 
the Minister; Margaret Marland, MPP 
for Mississauga South; Tony Rupre- 
cht, MPP for Parkdale; Bob Loveless, 
Chairperson, Ontario Advisory Coun- 
cil for Disabled Persons and Clem 
Sauvé, Senior Adviser, Office for 
Disabled Persons. 

The recipients are: 

Rosemary Collin of Thunder Bay 
has been a rehabilitation counsellor 
for 16 years with the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services. 

Glenn N. Crombie of Sudbury is 
president of Cambrian College of 
Applied Arts and Technology. His 
leadership has been instrumental in 
the creation of programs and serv- 
ices that respond to the needs of 
students with disabilities in Ontario 
colleges. 

Beth French of Aurora has been a 
leader in the development of the 
National People First Movement, an 
advocacy group which enables 
people with developmental disabili- 
ties to speak for themselves. 

Rachelle Halpenny of Rockland, 
an award-winning athlete who has 
cerebral palsy, has championed the 
participation of people with physical 
disabilities in sport. 


Twelve who've made a difference receive ODP awards 


Jury members (L to R) : Minister Elaine Ziemba, Sandi Friedman (program co- 
ordinator), Bob Loveless, Tony Ruprecht, Margaret Marland and Clem Sauvé. 


Linda Hamilton of St. Catharines, 
a physical education teacher, has 
won many medals at national and 
international athletic events, using a 
wheelchair to compete. 

Nellie Lemon of Cochenour is the 
founder of Harmony Centre, where 
developmentally disabled adults in 
Red Lake and area spend their days 
at work. 

Aznive Mallett of Ancaster is the 
executive director of PATH, an em- 
ployment placement service for 
people with disabilities. 

Steven McCahon of Toronto, a 
founding member of Persons United 
for Self Help (PUSH), has worked to 
develop support services for people 
with physical disabilities. 


Eleanor McPeake of Ottawa is 
widely known for her volunteer work 
as a teacher of sign language at the 
Total Communication Environment. 

Kerri Morrow is a recent graduate 
of Don Mills Collegiate Institute 
where she acted as mentor and role 
model for fellow students with learn- 
ing disabilities. 

Joan Niemi of Schreiber has 
played a leading role in creating out- 
reach programs to serve people with 
mental illnesses who live in remote 
areas of northern Ontario. 

Liz Stimpson of Toronto is chair- 
person of the Disabled Women’s Net- 
work and has worked to raise aware- 
ness of the special needs of women 
with disabilities. 


Plan now for NAAW 1990 


Now is the time to start planning for 
National Access Awareness Week to 
be held the week of May 26 to June 1, 
1991. 

The focus continues to be equal 
access for all Ontarians to transporta- 
tion, housing, employment, recrea- 


tion and education. 
For more information contact: 
NAAW Ontario Co-ordinator 
597 Parliament Street 


Suite B-4 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4X 1W3 (416) 944-1894 


New wheelchair design makes airport 
visits more manoeuverable 


“About 200 requests for help getting 
on and off airlines are received daily 
at Terminal One,” (at Pearson Inter- 
national Airport) says Jerry Gain who 
has monitored the situation for the 
past year. 

Access Solutions of Toronto has 
introduced a wheelchair that makes it 
possible to transport not only the user 
but also his or her luggage, personal 
wheelchair and medical supplies 
through a crowded airport and onto 
the plane. 

The chair was the brainchild of Mr. 
Gain, a 16-year-veteran of Air 
Canada’s Special Services, who has 
spent many years assisting disabled 
passengers at Pearson Airport. His 
partner is Garry Stockfish, an 11-year 
employee with Air Canada who has 
been quadriplegic since he was in- 
jured in a diving accident in 1981. 

Ideas for the chair were taken to 
design engineer Brian McLuckie, 
who operates a precision tool facility 
in Brampton. Wheelchair users and 
advocacy groups were consulted, 
and out of it came the Wheel Assist 
multi-purpose chair, a wheelchair 
with a “bin” behind the passenger 
seat in which luggage and other items 
can be transported. 

The two partners are now setting 
up awareness training programs for 
airline employees and making rec- 
ommendations on how to best help 
travellers with disabilities to travel 
with dignity. 

They are also working on a plan to 
provide complete curbside to aircraft 
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service for disabled passengers and 
are looking at a four-seater vehicle 
that will transport disabled and eld- 
erly passengers through airport ter- 
minals. 

Access Solutions of Toronto seeks 
input from disability groups and wel- 
comes feedback. 

For more information contact: 

Access Solutions of Toronto 

3313 Bloor Street West, Suite 90 

Toronto, Ontario M8X 1E7 

Jerry Gain Garry Stockfish 

. (416) 243-2457 (416) 233-2052 


Statistical error 
correction 


The Fall edition of Courier contained 
an article titled “Needs of people with 
learning disabilities to be examined” 
which stated that 80,000 Ontarians of 
all ages have learning disabilities. 
The correct number is 800,000. 


Updated guide 
now available 


The “Guide to Ontario Goverment 
Programs and Services for Dis- 
abled Persons” has been updated 
and is available from the Ontario 
Office for Disabled Persons. 

With input from 23 Ontario gov- 
ernment ministries, the guide is a 
comprehensive key to locating 
government services and informa- 
tion on income maintenance, 
housing, education, transporta- 
tion, health services, employment 
and recreation. 

The 80-page guide is available 
in English, French, Chinese, Italian 
and Portuguese and, for the first 
time, it will also be printed in Greek. 

For copies contact: 

Ontario Office for 

Disabled Persons 

Information Unit 

2nd Floor, 700 Bay Street 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5G 1Z6 

(416) 326-0111 (Voice/TDD) 
1-800-387-4456 (Voice/TDD) 


Audio newsstand is on air round the clock 


Canadians who are blind or have a 
visual impairment have access to an 
“audio newsstand” — a national 24- 
hour radio reading service — as of 
December 1, 1990. 

The Canadian Radio-television 
and Telecommunications Commis- 
sion granted licences to the National 
Broadcast Reading Service and the 
French-language La Magnétothèque 
to run the commercial-free service. 

Readings include articles, editori- 
als, columns and reviews from news- 
papers and magazines such as The 
Toronto Star, Toronto Globe and 
Mail, Maclean’s and Saturday Night. 
American content, which will be less 
than 50 per cent, includes the Wall 
Street Journal, Time, the New Yorker 
and Playboy. 

Hundreds of volunteer readers, in- 


cluding CBC-TV anchorman Peter 
Mansbridge and CTV anchorman 
Lloyd Robertson, will read newspa- 
per and magazine articles on the 
service to be offered in French and 
English to those with cable television 
or Satellite dishes. 

All the major cable TV companies 
have agreed to carry the service free 
of charge. CBC Newswond — the all- 
news television channel — has do- 
nated satellite time to carry the signal 
to cable companies. 

Cable companies can use the 
radio service as background audio on 
channels used for written messages 
or they can offer it as a cable radio 
station. 

Contact your local cable company 
to find out which station carries the 
reading service in your area. 
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Portable scanner 
can enhance 
limited vision 


People with limited vision can nread i in 
trains, compose hand-written letters 
and find books in libraries with the aid 
of a portable device, known as a 
Travelling Executive. 

Using the latest in electronics mini- 
aturization from Japan, the system is 
priced at $2,000 and weighs 4 kilo- 
grams (8.8 pounds). It is sold, and 
partly assembled by Acrontech Inc. of 
Toronto. 

The basic components of a Travel- 
ling Executive include a tiny Japa- 
nese closed-circuit TV camera, a 
control unit, a 5-inch TV, batteries 
and charger — all fitting in a carrying 
case the length and width of an at- 
taché case, but thicker. 
| Atthe home or office, using plug-in 
- electricity, the Executive can use a 
standard TV orcomputer monitor (the 
image is less sharp with a colour TV) 
for larger blowups. An adjustable 
sliding writing table, at added cost, 
makes it easier to scan printed mate- 
rial or hand-write a letter. 


The Executive VS-II can operate independently on its rechargeable battery 
pack coupled with a built-in five inch black and white TV screen. It can be 
packed in a camera bag making it completely portable and weights only nine 
pounds. The hand-held miniature camera adjusts to different print sizes. 


Scanning print material with the 
Executive is slower than conven- 
tional reading, but faster than braille 
for people who have not had the ex- 
tensive training time necessary to 
use it fluently. One drawback of the 
device is that glossy paper and re- 
verse type (white on black or another 
color) is sometimes difficult for the 
scanner to read. 

Purchase of the Executive may be 


deducted from the purchasers’ in- 
come tax return or bought under one 
of several federal and provincial pro- 
grams that provide assistive devices 
for disabled persons. 

For more information contact: 

Acrontech Inc. of Toronto 

2318 Danforth Avenue 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4C 1K7 

(416) 467-6800 


Minister i is host at Suen S Park reception in November 


Carol McGregor, co-ordinator of Dis- 
abled People for Employment Equity, 
sporting a button reading "Disabled 
People Want Jobs," arrives at the re- 
ception with her guide dog. 


Out to meet the minister are: Ophelia Beltran, provincial director, Hemophilia 
Ontario; Peter Singh,executive director, Bellwoods Centres for Community 
Living; Sylvia Blomme; Nonie McLellan; Jack McLellan and Margaret Warner 
of the Committee for Independence in Living and Breathing. 


Computer makes Blissymbols audible 


(Reprinted with permission of Services to Persons with a Disability, Koffler Student Services 


Centre, University of Toronto) 


Software developed at the University 
of Toronto will provide persons with 
severe speech disabilities with new 
ways to communicate. 

A linguist at the University of 
Toronto has created computer soft- 
ware that allows the user to access 
the more than 2,500 symbols for 
speech used in the Blissymbol 
method of communication, and dis- 
play them on the computer screen. 

Many persons with disabilities 
such as cerebral palsy communicate 
by pointing to words on a board car- 
ried or attached to a wheelchair. 
However, not all individuals who are 
unable to speak can use this method. 

“For example, very young children 
cannot use this technique because 
they do not know how to read,” said 
Professor Peter Reich, of the Depart- 
ment of Linguistics. 

“An alternative for such individuals 
would be a system of pictures or sym- 
bols which convey the meaning of 
whole words. Blissymbols is such a 
system,” he said. 

Professor Reich developed the 
BlissTemplate font, which allows the 
Blissymbol system to be displayedon 
the Apple Macintosh. Each key- 
stroke within the Bliss Template font 
produces a segment of a straight line 
or curve at a particular height and ori- 
entation. By combining keystrokes, 
all of the Blissymbols can be repro- 
duced. 

To make communication faster 
and less prone to error, several pro- 
grams using the BlissTemplate font 
are being devised to permit access to 
complete symbols. 

One of these is AccessBliss, de- 
veloped by Fraser Shein, an Apple 
Research Partnership Program con- 
sultant at the U. of T., and Russell 
Galvin, a programmer who has 
worked with Blissymbols. Ac- 
cessBliss permits the userto scanthe 
entire list of Blissymbols and chose 
particular symbols for use in other 


applications, such as a drawing pro- 
gram. 

Funded by a grant from the Social 
Science and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada, Professor Reich 
and his colleagues are developing 
technology to provide wheelchair 
Clients with customized portable voice- 
output systems. 

Aprototype for VOICI (Voice Output 
Intelligent Communication Interface) 
is currently being tested. The program 
uses linguistic rules with the BlissT em- 
plate font to facilitate face-to-face as 
well as written communication. 


Diary records 
easily forgotten 
medical data 


Can't keep track of your medications 
and appointments? Not sure when or 
what your last booster shot was? Help 
is available in the form of a medical 
diary. 

Rose McCurdy, a registered nurse 
for 38 years, turned entrepreneur a 
few years ago with her mail-order 
medical diary. 

McCurdy came up with the idea 
while sitting in a hospital clinic waiting 
for test results and the doctor asked 
her a question about a previous test. 
She couldn't remember where, what or 
when. After a diagnosis confirmed she 
had lupus, a skin condition, McCurdy 
realized she needed a method to keep 
track of medications and appoint- 
ments with specialists. She needed a 
medical diary — couldn't find one on 
the market — and so decided to create 
her own. 

McCurdy had a doctor go over her 
diary and also obtained permission 
from the Ontario Ministry of Health to 
reprint their immunization schedule. 


LDA conference themes: 
education and literacy 


The Learning Disabilities Asso- 
ciation of Ontario’s 14th Annual 
Provincial Conference has twin 
themes of education and literacy. 
It will be held March 21 and 22 at 
the Inn on the Park in Toronto. 

The themes will focus on 
people with learning disabilities 
as potentially “able” learners and 
recognize that education is a life- 
long pursuit and not synonymous 
with schooling. Literacy for 
people with learning disabilities 
includes a great deal more than 
decoding the printed word. 

The multidisciplined confer- 
ence will address a variety of is- 
sues for educators, literacy work- 
ers, employers, corrections per- 
sonnel, the medical community, 
parents and people with learning 
disabilities. 

For a complete conference 
program and registration form 
contact: 

Elizabeth Chubb 

Conference Co-ordinator 

The Learning Disabilities 

Association of Ontario 

124 Merton Street 

Suite 304 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4S 2Z2 

(416) 487-4106 


The diary includes an emergency 
medical passport to keep important 
medical information in your wallet. It 
also contains a section to enable pet 
owners to keep a record of veteri- 
nary visits. The diary costs $29.75 . 


To order contact: 

Rose McCurdy 

5468 Dundas Street West 
Suite 635 

Toronto, Ontario 

M9B 6E3 

(416) 626-6928 
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Ontario 


Office for Disabled Persons Spring 1991 


| Advocacy Act to ensure protection of vulnerable adults 


ne a se a eae a 5 = 
| Ontario will provide protection for vulnerable adults through legislation, Elaine Ziemba, Minister of Citizenship with 
| responsibilty for Disabled Persons and Senior Citizens announced in the Legislature. 

| The Minister said that an Advocacy Act, to be introduced in the spring, will provide a system of advocacy for 
| vulnerable adults living in institutions and in the community. The system will be administered by an independent 
_ Advocacy Commission, whose members will be appointed on the advice of a broadly-based committee representing 
_ the vulnerable adult population. The Advocacy Act willbe administered by the Ministry of Citizenship through the Office 
| for Disabled Persons. 

“As a society we must take action to ensure that our 
laws and services both protect vulnerable adults from ne- 
1/1 glect, abuse, and exploitation, as well as uphold their in- 

| dividual rights,” Ms. Ziemba said. 
| ||| The legislative initiative includes two other Acts. The 
|| || Substitute Decisions Act willbe administered by the Min- 
istry of the Attorney General through an expanded Office 
| | of the Public Guardian and Trustee and the Health 
||| | Services Consent Act administered by the Ministry of 
|] Health. 

Ontario has approximately 600,000 citizens, including 
the frail elderly, who have moderate to severe disabilities; 
mental, physical, or both. Most of them can conduct their 
own affairs or do so with the competent and caring 
support of friends, family, or social service providers. Vul- 
| We) nerable adults are those who may be unable to make 
important life decisions because of their disabilities, and 
have no one able, willing and appropriate to assist them. 

“This package of legislation will take effect in 1992, 
and will create an environment in which vulnerable adults 
in this province can live with full rights and dignity,” said 
Ms. Ziemba. 


— tyuIlVviny via. 


Help determine Canada's future 


The Ontario government wants to hear your views about 
the future of Canada. A public discussion paper called 
“Changing for the Better — An invitation to talk about a 
new Canada’ is available from: 
Select Committee on Ontario in Confederation 
Room 1521, Whitney Block, Queen’s Park 
| sn E Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A1 
_ Peggy Harvie, 86, who has been blind for 13 years, talks For print copies or more information call: 


| with Ontario Citizenship Minister Elaine Ziemba. The 1-800-668-7275 
| Office for Disabled Persons was given a special certifi- For audio tape copies only call: Office for Disabled 
| Cate of merit at the kickoff for White Cane Week. Persons: (416) 326-0111 or 1-800-387-4456 
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Seven ministries help create jobs to combat recession 


Housing, Transportation and the Of- 
fice for Disabled Persons are among 
the ministries taking part in the pro- 
vincial government’s $700-million 
anti-recession initiative announced in 
Treasurer Floyd Laughren’s Eco- 
nomic Statement. 

Elaine Ziemba, Minister of Citizen- 
ship with responsibility for Disabled 
Persons and Senior Citizens, an- 
nounced special Access Fund grants 
of $1,152,314. The jobcreation initia- 
tive will fund 39 projects province- 
wide that make public and community 
buildings more accessible to persons 
with disabilities and senior citizens. 

“We are addressing two important 
challenges with one stroke,” said Ms. 
Ziemba. “The jobs we’re creating will 
help to counter some of the hardships 
of the recession, and atthe sametime 
we're creating facilities that will en- 
able persons with disabilities and 
senior citizens to better share in 
community life.” 

To begin to create jobs immedi- 
ately $41-million has been approved 
for projects that could be started very 
soon. These projects, which are the 
direct responsibility of seven Provin- 
cial ministries, do not depend on 
other partners for activation and can 
proceed despite winter conditions. 

The seven ministries are: Attorney 
General; Culture and Communica- 
tions, Colleges and Universities, 
Natural Resources, Transportation, 
Tourism and Recreation, and the 
Office for Disabled Persons. 

Also of special interest to Ontari- 
ans with disabilities are the an- 
nouncements by the Ministry of 
Housing to allocate $5-million to 
modify 500 privately-owned homes 
for disabled occupants and another 
by the Ministry of Transportation to 


allocate $50,000 for improvements 
including design changes to increase 
access for disabled persons, at the 
Walkerton Driver and Vehicle Centre 
in southwestern Ontario. 

In addition to the anti-recession 
project,Ms. Ziemba announced 
$411,000 in Access Fundgrants from 
the Offices for Disabled Persons’ and 
Senior Citizens Affairs’ regular allo- 
Cation to 16 province-wide projects. 

Grants are provided for renova- 
tions which increase accessibility to 
community meeting facilities, includ- 


ing improved access for persons us- 
ing wheelchairs, visual alert systems 
for persons with hearing im- 
pairments, and braille and other tac- 
tile features for persons who are visu- 
ally impaired. Depending on eligibil- 
ity, organizations receive either 50 or 
75 per cent of the cost of renovations 
up to a maximum provincial contribu- 
tion of $50,000. 

The next deadlines for applica- 
tions in 1991 are April 1, July 1, and 
October 1. 


Award in honor of former ODP employee 


An award has been named in honor of Bev Alldrick, former executive co- 
ordinator, policy and research unit of the Office for Disabled Persons. Bev 
died June 19, 1990, after a short battle with cancer. 

Priorto her work with ODP, Bev was assistant director, Communications 


Services, responsible for the Consumer Information Centre. The award is 
a testimony both to her personal commitment to the consumer education 
field, as well as to MCCR’s involvement in furthering consumer education 
and awareness programs. 

The commitment to consumer education began when she developed 
and implemented the original government consumer information centre 
concept for Alberta’s Consumer and Corporate Affairs. Some years later, 
she moved to Toronto where she expanded the concept at the Consumer 
Information Centre at 555 Yonge St. in Toronto. 

The Community Service and Education Award named in her honor will 


| be presented annually by the Society of Consumer Affairs Professions 


(SOCAP Canada) to recognize outstanding non-profit programs or publi- 
cations designed to educate and inform consumers. Bev was instrumen- 
tal in organizing a Canadian chapter and served on its first board of 


directors. 


Name changes in effect April 1 1991 


On April 1, 1991 the Office for Dis- 
abled Persons becomes the Office 
for Disability Issues. 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments should be mailed to the Editor: 


Ontario Office for Disabled Persons 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


Other name changes are: 

Minister of Citizenship, with Respon- 
sibility for Human Rights, Disability 
Issues, Senior Citizens and Race 
Relations and the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Disability Issues. 

The name changes reflect that 
people take responsibility for them- 
selves while the Minister and the gov- 
ernment will address issues of con- 
cern to people who have disabilities. 


etiam tee 


The Ontario government has an- 
nounced four measures dealing with 
deaf education. 

First, Education Minister Marion 
Boyd stated that American Sign Lan- 


| guage (ASL) and la Langue des 


signes québécois (LSQ) will become 
optional languages of instruction in 
Ontario schools and programs for 
deaf and hard-of-hearing students 
within the next four years. 

“The Ontario government is com- 
mitted to recognizing ASL and LSQ 
as languages for learning,” said Mrs. 
Boyd. “The Ministry of Education will 


| work with organizations and individu- 


als interested in deaf education to 


| ensure that this goal is achieved.” 


Recognizing ASL and LSQ as lan- 


_ guages of instruction will mean that 
these languages may be used in 


classrooms in the same way as Eng- 


lish and French, the current lan- 


guages of instruction in Ontario. A 
Ministry of Education pilot project in 
the use of ASL as a language of 
instruction began at the E. C. Drury 
School in Milton in September 1990. 

Second, Mrs. Boyd announced 
that the ministry will broaden its crite- 
ria for funding school board programs 
for deaf students who are eligible to 
attend provincial schools but are en- 
rolled in regular schools. Under the 
new criteria, boards will be eligible for 
grants to assist with the cost of pro- 
viding interpreters and specialist 
teachers who provide instruction to 
individuals or small groups for a por- 
tion of the school day. 

Third, Mrs. Boyd announced that 
two minister's advisory committees 
on deaf education, one Anglophone 
and one Francophone, will be 
formed. The committees will advise 
the minister of Education on issues 


| Changes in deaf education for schools in Ontario 


related to the education of deaf and 
hard-of-hearing students, including 
the implementation of ASL and LSQ 
as languages of instruction. 

Fourth, Mrs. Boyd was joined by 
Colleges and Universities Minister 
Richard Allen to announce that train- 
ing in Ontario for teachers of deaf and 
hard-of-hearing students with an 
English-language background will 
become the responsibility of the 
Faculty of Education at York Univer- 
sity on July 1, 1991. 

The program at York will replace 
the current training program for 
teachers of deaf and hard-of-hearing 
students, which is operated by the 
Ministry of Education on the campus 
of the Sir James Whitney School in 
Belleville. As part of this change, the 
number of candidates admitted to the 
program each year will increase to 30 
from the current maximum of 20. 


Recipients of 1990 Community Action Awards 


| Minister Elaine FES far left, stands with the winners of the 1990 Community Action Awards. Beside the Minister 


| 


| 


{ 
Es 


| (from left to right) are: Linda Hamilton, St. Catharines; David Crombie standing in for his brother Glenn N. Crombie, 
| Sudbury; Aznive Mallet, Ancaster; Rosemary Collin, Thunder Bay; Liz Stimpson, Toronto; Nellie Lemon, Cochenor: 
| Rachelle Halpenny, Rockland; Beth French, Aurora; Kerri Morrow, North York; Steven McCahon, Toronto; Helen 
: Schumacher who attended for Joan Niemi, Schreiber and Eleanor McPeake, Ottawa. Nomination forms for 1991 
| Community Action Awards are available from the Office for Disabled Persons. 


Judge Sam Filer gave moving speech at ARCH awards 


Congratulations to the Advocacy 
Resource Centre for the Handi- 
capped, better known as ARCH, 
which celebrated both its 10th anni- 
versary and its Annual Awards Night 
last November. 

The ARCH Awards honor those 
who have made outstanding contri- 
butions to the disability rights move- 
ment. Premier Bob Rae presented 
veteran parliamentarian Stanley 
Knowles with an 
honorary Arch 
membership in 
tribute to his dec- 
ades-long cham- 
pionship of hu- 
man rights issues 
affecting people 
in all walks of life. 

Five Ontarians 
received ARCH 
Human Rights 
Awards for 1990. 
The “Consumer 
Award” went to 
David Reville for 
his advocacy of 
the rights of 
people who have 
or have had men- 
tal ilinesses. 
June Callwood, a 
widely respected 
fighter for social 
justice, received the “Supporter 
Award” as founder of Casey’s AIDS 
Hospice in Toronto. John Sewell, 
former chairman ofthe Metro Toronto 
Housing Authority, received the 
“Builder Award” for taking up the 
cause oftenants with disabilities. The 
“Board Member Award” went to Jane 
Plumb, a past president and current 
board member of ARCH, for her long- 
time volunteer service. The “Lawyer/ 
Jurist Award” paid tribute to Judge 
Sam Filer, a respected human rights 
advocate whose determination and 
courage would not allow his disabil- 
ity—amyotrophic lateral sclerosis— 
to keep him from his life’s work. 


On receipt of his award Judge Filer 
gave a moving speech which in- 
cluded an eloquent plea for the uni- 
versality of human rights. An excerpt 
follows. 

“The extent and sweep of human 
rights laws encompass the full range 
of ordinary, everyday activities in the 
lives of ordinary, everyday human 
beings. This is their majesty. 

It is our role, and our duty, to en- 


Judge Sam Filer and his wife Toni Silberman at ARCH Awards Night. 


sure that the eloquent principles en- 
shrined and espoused, ultimately 
become the principles enacted and 
applied. 

Now, and in the next few years, is- 
sues of human rights and particularly, 
the rights of those of us with disabili- 
ties, will surge forward. The debate 
over these rights will be an emotional 
One involving morality, politics and 
economics, fuelled by different vi- 
sions of what is right and what is 
feasible, and whether disabled 
people have as strong a claim on 
resources and opportunities as other 
groups. 

Such a debate implies a hierarchy 


of value upon the lives of human 
beings. It divides rather than con- 
quers. It destroys communities, 
rather than builds them. 

The modern community is a com- 
plex place — diverse peoples with 
diverse customs, striving daily for our 
peace of mind and our piece of bread. 
For some of us, the striving requires 
more laborious effort... 

People with disabilities do not 
seek handouts, but 
the rights to which 
they are entitled, and 
which they have 
earned by virtue of 
their abilities. My own 
successful struggle to 
remain sitting as a 
judge, despite my 
physical limitations, | 
construe not as a ges- 
ture of charity, but as 
an act of courage on 
the part of the judici- 
ary, aS an acceptance 
of the fact that a per- 
sonis aprocess, nota 
product, that the 
“what” — the content 
of a person, doesn't 
change with disabil- 
ity, but the “how” — 
the conventional 
forms and methods of 
communicating and working, does. 
We all deserve and need the opportu- 
nity to prove ourselves, to contribute 
to our chosen field and to our quality 
of life. 

The judiciary interprets and ap- 
plies the law. The law is the instru- 
ment that binds us. The unshakeable 
belief in equality of opportunity gives 
integrity to the law. By sheer determi- 
nation, and armed with this belief, 
those of us with disabilities forge 
ahead. This single belief is also the 
touchstone of human rights legisla- 
tion. If we cannot yet touch it with our 
hands, at least let us not lose it from 
our vision.” 
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Good Neighbours program can foster 
independence and caring 


By: Mary Brown 
Office for Senior Citizens' Affairs 


A provincial public awareness cam- 
paign calling for a return to traditional 
values of knowing and caring for 
one’s neighbours was launched at 
Ontario Place by Elaine Ziemba, 
Minister of Citizenship with responsi- 
bility for Human Rights, Disabled 
Persons, Senior Citizens and Race 
Relations. 

Initiated through a multi-discipli- 
nary advisory committee to the Office 
for Senior Citizens Affairs, the project 
has launched a successful pilot 
phase in six Ontario communities: 
Chatham, Kincardine, Grey-Owen 
Sound, Sudbury, Thunder Bay and 
the Region of Halton’s Oakville, Burl- 
ington, Milton, Georgetown and Ac- 
ton. 

Good Neighbours represents a 
partnership between the provincial 
government, municipalities and three 
corporate sponsors who promote the 
personal response and informal sup- 
port networks that assist individuals 
with special needs who may need 
help, from time to time, to live inde- 
pendently in their community. In 
some regions, this need could vary 
from assistance with grocery shop- 
ping or transportation to a medical 
appointment, an occasional friendly 
visit or the simple assurance that a 
neighbour is “there” and willing to be 
called in case of emergency. Those 
who are housebound themselves 
can participate in the daily telephone 
safety check of a neighbour who is 
frail or isolated. 

In areas where “Good Neigh- 
bours” has been implemented, every- 
one appears to benefit. When neigh- 
bours begin to care more about one 
another and “take time to reach out” 


_ their communities become warmer, 


friendlier and safer places in which to 
live. The Minister said that “the basic 
ingredient is in personal commitment 
to aconcept of reinforcing caring and 
supportive communities.” 


For more information, or to be- 
come involved, contact: 
Education Resources Centre 
Office for Senior Citizens Affairs 
76 College Street, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1N6 
(416) 327-2460 


Alternative-to-print 
tax forms available 


Revenue Canada Taxation has de- 


veloped services for taxpayers who 
are visually impaired. 

Since 1985, the T1 Guide has 
been available on audio cassette. 
There is also an information bank of 
departmental publications in alterna- 
tive-to-print form. 

Anational toll-free telephone infor- 
mation service may be used by visu- 
ally impaired taxpayers between 8:15 
a.m.and5:00 p.m. The number is: 1- 
800-267-1267. Callers will be ad- 
vised of both existing and new serv- 
ices and may place orders for alterna- 
tive-to-print items that are in the infor- 
mation bank. Those with tax informa- 
tion questions should contact their 
local district taxation office. 


CENSUS DAY 


June 4 + Count Yourself In! 


On June 4, 1991, Canadians will 
take part in the country’s 17th 
Census since Confederation — 
325 years after the first Census 
was taken in New France. 
* Census forms will be dropped off 
at each household starting the last 
week of May. 
* On June 4, someone from the 
household must complete the 
questionnaire. 
* Call the Telephone Assistance 
Service at 1-800-267-1991 
- if you have not received a form. 
- if you have questions about the 
form. 
* Mail the Census form in the en- 
velope provided with the form. 
The Census collects informa- 
tion about every person living in 
Canada to provide a detailed, sta- 
tistical look at the demographic, 
social and economic conditions of 
Canadians at a single point in 
time. All personal information is 
kept strictly confidential. 


Advisory Council has two reports on disability 
issues and key directives for 1991 


The 1989/90 Annual Report of the 
Ontario Advisory Council for Dis- 
abled Persons is now available. 

The Council's report on employ- 
ment and disability, “WorkAble — 
Fulfilling the Potential of people with 
Disabilities,” was released in June 
1990. 

In the current year, Council is fo- 
cussing on three key issues related to 
the integration of people with disabili- 
ties into Ontario society: the needs of 
children with disabilities and their 
families; community support for per- 
sons with developmental and/or psy- 


chiatric disabilities; and the educa- 
tion of decision-makers about disabil- 
ity issues. 

Established in 1975 as an advisory 
body to the Ontario Government, 
Council reviews and makes recom- 
mendations on policies and issues 
that affect people with disabilities. Its 
members have extensive knowledge 
of disability issues and are appointed 
from throughout the province. 

Copies of both reports are avail- 
able by calling the Advisory Council 
office at (416) 326-0140, Voice/TDD. 
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Scholarship helps physically disabled students 


In 1985 the Government of Ontario 
created the Aird Scholarship to com- 
memorate the Honourable John 
Black Aird on his retirement as Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Ontario. 

The scholarship is intended to help 
physically disabled students study 
full time at a recognized Ontario post- 
secondary institution. It is hoped that 
the award will encourage a special 
talent or life-time interest. 

The scholarship is granted each 
year to one or two applicants who 
demonstrate outstanding scholastic 
achievement, motivation and initia- 


Catalogue of items 
to make life with a 
disability easier 


Fashionable, active lifestyle clothing 
for people with physical disabilities is 
available by mail order through a 
catalogue called Avenues. 

Besides clothes, the company 
sells shoes and boots, nylons, slipper 
socks and quad gloves. It also stocks 
a wide variety of devices to make life 
easier in the kitchen or bathroom, 
portable ramps, exercise equipment, 
wheelchairs, crutches, therapeutic 
pillows and lap desks. 

Avenues will return a portion of its 
Canadian sales to the Ability Fund of 
the March of Dimes. It provides reha- 
bilitation, programs and services to 
disabled people and helps them 
achieve integration into Canadian 
society. 

For a copy of Avenues contact: 

Judith Moran 

Ability Fund Canada 

35 Sheppard Ave. East 

Suite 801 

Toronto, Ontario 

M2N 5W9 

(416) 250-7490 


tive. Successful applicants receive 
$2,500 each. 
The deadline for submitting applica- 
tions is March 30, 1991. 
Contact: 
Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities 
Student Support Branch 
Fellowship Section 
Aird Scholarship Selection 
Committee 
P. O. Box 4500, 230 Park Avenue 
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 6G9 
1-800-465-3013 
1-800-465-3958 TDD 


Plan to participate 
in NAAW 
last week of May 


National Access Awareness 
Week celebrations are just 
around the corner. Help your 


community plan forthe week from 
May 26 to June 1. 


For further information contact: 
Janet Corbishley 

NAAW Ontario Co-ordinator 
597 Parliament Street 

Suite B - 4 

Toronto, Ontario 

MAX 1W3 

(416) 944-1894 


Outdoor sports and 
conservation club 


Become a member of the Physi- 
cally Challenged Outdoors Asso- 
ciation of Ontario and participate 
in a group dedicated to outdoor 


sports, conservation programs 
and lobbying for equal access to 
recreation facilities. 
For more information contact: 
P.C.0.A.O. 
P. O. Box 1777 
Penetanguishene, Ontario 
LOK 1P0 
(705) 549-4284 


Association educates 
public about epilepsy 


Marchis epilepsy awareness month 
in Toronto. The Epilepsy Associa- 
tion, Metro Toronto, is a non-profit 
organization which provides educa- 
tion, counselling and employment 
services to individuals who have 
epilepsy and their family. For more 
information about programs, re- 
sources, events and their upcoming 
conference, contact: 

Epilepsy Association, 

Metro Toronto 

950 Yonge Street, Suite 601 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4W 2J4 

(416) 964-9095 


People in Motion exhibit runs for a second year 


People in Motion, the 2nd annual 
major exhibition of products, transpor- 
tation, services and technology for 
elderly citizens and people with dis- 
abilities will run from May 31 through 
June 1, 1991. 

Many new exhibits and attractions 
are planned, due to the response after 
last year’s exhibit. The show will be 
held at the newly refurbished Queen 


Elizabeth Building at Exhibition 
Place and is jointly sponsored by the 
Ontario Ministries of Transportation 
and Housing. 

For more information contact: 

People in Motion 

81 George Street South 

Brampton, Ontario 

L6Y 1P4 

(416) 453-0032 
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Advocacy Act provides a voice for vulnerable adults 


The Advocacy Act, an act to assist 
vulnerable adults in making decisions 
about their own lives, has been intro- 
duced to the Legislature by Elaine 
Ziemba, Minister of Citizenship with 
responsibility for Disability Issues and 
Seniors’ Issues. 

The Minister said she hoped the 
bill would be referred to a committee 


of the Legislature for consultation with 
all interested parties. 

“Society is judged, in part, on the 
basis of how it treats its most vulner- 
able citizens,” the Minister said. “His- 
torically, many vulnerable adults have 
been victims of abuse and exploita- 
tion. They have often been silenced 
and deprived of the opportunity to 


During National Access Awareness Week, a cheque for $200,000 
was presented to Denis Morrice of the Canadian Hearing Society, to fund 
training of interpreters for people who are deaf or hard of hearing. Left to right 
are: Elaine Ziemba, Minister of Citizenship with Responsibility for Disability 
_ Issues, Denis Morrice, Executive Director of the Canadian Hearing Society, 
_ Gary Malkowski, Parliamentary Assistant to Elaine Ziemba, and Zanana 
| Akande, Ontario's Minister of Community and Social Services. 


exercise their fundamental rights. 
Such rights include the right to make 
choices, the right to participate in 
shaping one’s own future and the 
future of the community, and above 
all, the right to speak out for change.” 

The Advocacy Act is the 
centrepiece of two companion Acts, 
the Consent to Treatment Act and the 
Substitute Decisions Act. 

“Inits simplest form, advocacy pro- 
vides a voice for those who may have 
difficulty expressing themselves be- 
cause of a disability, whatever its 
nature, and who do not have the 
support of family and friends to assist 
them in doing so,” the Minister added. 

Advocates will ensure that vulner- 
able adults have the power to make 
decisions and exercise their freedom 
of choice. 

For this reason, advocates will be 
responsible to their clients, within the 
limits of the law, and while they will 
provide information, and perhaps 
make recommendations, they will 
abide by the wishes of their clients. 

“The advocacy programwillbe sen- 
sitive to the traditions and heritage of 
Ontario’s aboriginal peoples, and their 
right to provide their own advocacy 
services. It will also take into account 
the culture, traditions and religion of 
vulnerable persons in the province,” 
Ms. Ziemba said. 

In order to ensure that advocates 
can carry out their work they will be 
given the right to enter both public 
and, under certain conditions, private 
premises, and to visit privately with 
Clients. 

Advocates will, with the consent of 


(Cont'd on p. 3) 


New provincial budget tackles disability issues 


Items of special interest to people 
with disabilities were included in the 
spring budget announced by Ontario 
Treasurer Floyd Laughren. 

* The largest enrichment in the 
history of the Ontario Tax Reduction 
program provides greater income tax 
relief to low-income families support- 
ing children or dependents with dis- 
abilities. People who care forchildren 
or dependents with a disability will 
benefit from the increase in the per- 
sonal tax credit, which will rise to 
$350 from $200. The measure will 
reduce or eliminate provincial income 
tax for 700,000 Ontarians. 

* A commitment of $215-million 
goes to social assistance reform, to 
help those in the greatest need, in- 
creasing fairness and accessibility and 
assisting municipalities with their fund- 


ing responsibilities. This will benefit 
people with disabilities who are in 
need of, or receiving social assis- 
tance. 

* The minimum distance for the 
Northern Health Travel Grant will be 
reduced from 250 kilometres to 100 
kilometres. This will benefit more 
people, including people with disabili- 
ties, who need to travel in order to 
receive medical treatment in the 
North. 

* The government is committing 
$24-million towards employment eq- 
uity initiatives in the Ontario Public 
Service. This will address systemic 
employment discrimination against 
people with disabilities, racial minori- 
ties, women and Aboriginals. 

* Funding to the government's pro- 
grams for wife assault and sexual 


assault will increase by more than 33 
per cent. An additional $12-million 
will be provided for new beds and 
enhanced services with $8-million to 
go towards the expansion of services 
to women and children who are vic- 
tims of sexual abuse. Services willbe 
extended for rural, francophone, dis- 
abled, immigrant and racial minority 
women. 

* The government is continuing its 
commitment to affordable housing by 
creating an additional 10,000 units at 
a cost of $150-million. Disabled 
people in need of affordable housing 
will benefit from this initiative. The 
provincial government provides funds 
to ensure that five per cent of units in 
affordable housing projects are made 
accessible. 


Gallaudet University honors Ontario's first deaf MPP 


Gary Malkowski, Ontario’s first deaf Member of Parliament, has received the Outstanding Young Alumnus Award for 
1991 from Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C. 

The award honors the MPP for Toronto’s York East riding, as the first elected deaf politician in the world to use 
American Sign Language, and for his extensive service to the Deaf community. Gary Malkowski is Parliamentary 


G 
STANDS 


=. 


ten. 


Assistant to Elaine Ziemba, Minister 
of Citizenship with responsibility for 
disability issues. Ms. Ziemba con- 
gratulated her Parliamentary Assis- 
tant and noted that his insight, knowl- 
edge and leadership contributed 
greatly to the understanding of deaf 
culture. 

Accepting the award, Mr. 
Malkowski said “I don’t know what | 
would have accomplished without an 
education, and to me this event un- 
derlines the enormous importance of 
equal access to higher learning. 
Gallaudet University gave me the 
opportunity for academic challenge 
and advancement that should be 
available not only to people who are 
deaf or hard-of-hearing, but to all 
people with disabilities.” 


| 


| 


The president ofthe Gallaudet University Association, affectionately known as 
“Bummy” Burstein, presented Gary Malkowski, the first elected deaf politician | 
in the world, with his Outstanding Young Alumnus Award. | 


Advocacy Act 
cont'd from 
front page 


the vulnerable persons, also have 
access to individual records held by 
facilities. 

In the course of their work, it is 
expected that advocates will encoun- 
ter circumstances in which the safety, 
comfort, or well-being of vulnerable 
people is being compromised. 

“If the advocates’ inquiries reveal 
widespreadorchronic abuse, neglect, 
or ineffectiveness in such situations, 
then changes will have to be made,” 
the Minister said. “This may involve 
systemic changes, including new 
laws, practices and policies in both 
the public and private sectors. We 
are fully prepared to see that hap- 
pen.” 

An Advocacy Commission will be 
set up which will operate at arm’s 
length from Government. In keeping 
with the Government’s commitment 
to community involvement, it will form 
a broadly-based advisory committee 
representative of the disabled and 
senior citizens’ communities. This 
advisory committee will nominate can- 
didates to serve on the commission. 
The commission will also be repre- 
sentative of the communities it serves. 

Once the Commission has been 
set up, it will develop standards and 
training programs for the advocates 
themselves. Some advocates will 
work directly for the Commission, 
while others will be employees or 
volunteers of non-profit community- 
based organizations. 

In developing the Act the Govern- 
ment relied on the help and advice of 
many people who have worked long 
and hard for this day. 


Cheshire Poinsettia Award for Accessibility 


The Delta Chelsea Inn of Toronto has been named winner of the 
Cheshire Homes Foundation’s first annual Cheshire Poinsettia Award 


for Accessibility. 


Announcing the award, Cheshire Homes Chairperson Bill 
Thorsteinson commended the Delta Chelsea’s long record of positive 
response to the accessibility needs of its patrons with physical disabili- 
ties. He also pointed out that the hotel’s recent renovations and new 
additions were obviously done with an eye to ensuring accessibility. 

“All public areas of the hotel have been designed accessible,” 
Thorsteinson stated, “and at least two suites have been designed to 
provide independent accessibility, and accommodation for an atten- 


dant if required.” 


The Cheshire Poinsettia Award for Accessibility will be presented 
annually to a company which warrants public recognition for its extraor- 
dinary contribution to increasing accessibility to the community for 


people with physical disabilities. 


Increase in accessible transportation 


“AS part of our commitment to pro- 
mote the integration of transportation 
services for disabled persons into the 
community and the workforce, we 
have increased funding in that area 
by 23 per cent,” said Transportation 
Minister Ed Philip. 

The Ontario Governmentwill spend 
nearly $500-million this year to im- 
prove public transit services in com- 
munities across the province. 

“These allocations reflect our com- 
mitment to public transit as a major 
component of Ontario’s transporta- 
tion network,” said the minister. “This 
year’s funding levels represent an 
increase of 18 percent, or $77-million 
over last year.” 

The announcement came during 
the minister's address to municipal 
transit representatives at the 18th 
annual meeting of the Ontario Urban 
Transit Association. The minister also 
spoke of the need for heightened 
environmental awareness, co- 
ordinated planning and better links 
between transportation services, and 
increased transit services for disabled 
persons. 

This year’s transit allocations are 
divided almost evenly between oper- 


ating costs and capital investment. 
They will help support municipal tran- 
sit projects such as bus lanes, pas- 
senger terminals, garages and the 
purchase of buses and subway cars. 

“This funding is enough to support 
programs which have been approved 
or are being considered by municipal 
councils,” said Philip. “For instance, 
the funds will help more than 30 mu- 
nicipalities buy new buses or rebuild 
their current fleets.” 

“More that 125 municipalities now 
provide some form of transportation 
services for disabled persons,” he 
added, “and twelve more municipali- 
ties are considering implementing 
special transit services this year.” 

The minister said that public transit 
must be seen as the first resort for 
moving people. Making this a reality 
will take a lot of hard work, he ac- 
knowledged. 

“Public transit planning in Ontario 
must emphasize integration and co- 
ordination of transit services across 
municipal and regional boundaries,” 
Phillip added. “This will be essential 
if public transit is to woo commuters 
and travelers out of their cars.” 


New AIDS policy statement released 


The Government of Ontario has re- 
leased its Statement of Principles on 
HIV infection and AIDS in the Work- 
place. 

The statement sets out the 
government’s position on workplace 
issues related to HIV infection and 
AIDS, and will guide policies to be 
appliedto allgovernment departments 
in the province. It is also intended to 
assist employers and service provid- 
ers in the private sector in dealing 
sensitively with employees and cli- 
ents who have, or may have, HIV 
infection or AIDS. 

“These principles provide the ba- 
sis for this government’s policies on 
HIV,” said former Health Minister 
Evelyn Gigantes. “We will insist on 
sensitivity towards people who are 
affected by the disease and continue 


to provide education — to our own 
work force and to the Ontario public.” 

Education programs for Ontario 
government employees about HIV 
and AIDS began in April. Frances 
Lankin, Minister of Health, said “Il am 
determined that the government, as a 
major employer, willlead by example. 
That is why we have developed a 
specific directive and guideline forthe 
Ontario Public Service.” 

The Statement of Principles em- 
phasizes that it is illegal to discrimi- 
nate inemployment, accommodation 
or the provision of services, goods or 
facilities on the basis of HIV or AIDS. 
Furthermore, it is illegal to discrimi- 
nate against anyone on the basis that 
he or she is related to, or associates 
with a person who has HIV or AIDS. 


Health profession regulated under new Act 


As aresult of many years of intensive 
consultation with professional and 
consumer groups, the Regulated 
Health Professions Act and 21 health 
profession acts were introduced in 
the spring session of the Ontario leg- 
islature. 

The Minister of Health, who intro- 
duced the legislation said that “for 
the first time, every regulated health 
profession will have a statutory sys- 
tem to assess the competence of 
professionals.” 

Of particular interest to people with 
disabilities was the assurance that 
personal care attendants would con- 
tinue to provide assistance with rou- 
tine activities of daily living. An 
exception to the controlled acts for 
personal care attendants will be cre- 
ated by regulation. The government 
is committed to involving persons 
with disabilities in the drafting of the 
regulation. 

Anew Health Professions Regula- 
tory Advisory Council will be estab- 
lished which will ensure consumer 


input into the development of policy in 
this area. : 

The Advisory Council will review 
the operation of the legislation five 
years after it comes into force to study 
the impact of the innovative concepts 
in the legislation and to review its 
effect on professional self-regulation. 


Games for athletes with physical disabilities 


Six sets of regional games for ath- 
letes who are physically disabled will 
be held throughout Ontario with a 
$70,000 grant from the provincial 
government. 

The grant, made through the 
ministry's Ontario Games for the 
Physically Disabled program, was 
announced by Tourism and Recre- 
ation Minister Peter North. 

“These games showcase the ath- 
letic abilities of hundreds of Ontarians 
and lead to national and international 
competitions,” Mr. North said. “Our 
Ministry is proud to continue support- 


International 
organization 
tackles 
disability issues 


Disabled People’s International 
(DPI), a world-wide organization 
closely associated with the United 
Nations, has recently announced it 
will hold its World Congress in 
Vancouver immediately following 
Independence '92. 

DPI, the latest group to an- 
nounce its general meeting in 
conjuction with Independence '92, 
represents over 80 countries and 
has consultative status in the UN 
throughthe Economic Social Coun- 
cil and the International Labour or- 
ganization onissues of importance 
to persons with disabilities. 

“This important group has been 
a member of Independence ‘92’s 
international advisory committee 
since the beginning,” explains In- 
dependence ’92 Project Manager, 
Brad McCannell. “DPI’s new level 
of involvement will help attract up 
to 600 additional delegates to 
Vancouver — offering exhibitors 
and congress delegates un- 
matched networking opportunities 
in the international disabled com- 
munity.” 


ing such excellence.” 

The grant will be used to assist 
municipal hosts of the six regional 
games with operating costs, to help 
participants with travel and accom- 
modation costs, and to assist Games 
Councilwith administration expenses. 

Athletes will compete in the re- 
gional games to qualify for the na- 
tional games in Brantford this August. 
The national games will provide the 
basis for selecting athletes for the 
1992 Paralympics in Barcelona, 
Spain. 


Joyce Main, of BOOST, is interviewed by a 
reporter after the breakfast kickoff of NAAW. 


Minister of Transportation, Ed Phillip, tries out a 

wheelchair designed by Harwill Mobility Products at 
the People in Motion exhibit during NAAW. Instruct- 
ing him are Dale Perry (left) and Harry Duffin. 


National 
Access 
Awareness 
Week 


Members of the Ontario National Access Awareness Week 
committee (clockwise left to right) are: Bob McCormick, 
ARCH, Maria Harlick, Canadian Red Cross Society; Eva 
Nichols, Ontario Learning Disabilities Association; Murray 
Powell, Employment and Immigration Canada and Janet 
Corbishley, Provincial Co-ordinator for NAAW. 


Tips to 
help maintain 
mental health 


Canadian Mental Health Asso- 
ciation checklist to emotional 
well-being: 


* Be aware of people and events 
around you. 

*Beresponsive and adjust when 
circumstances are beyond your 
control. 

* Take initiative to influence your 
life whenever possible. 

* Tell a friend — don't keep anxi- 
eties bottled up. 

* Find the humorous side of a 
difficult situation. 

* Set goals and aim for reach- 
able targets. 

“Help others and you'llfeel good 
about yourself. 


Free workshops focus on independence 


Beginning with National Access 
Awareness Week, (May 26 - June 1) 
and continuing through Senior's 
Month (June), the Program Technol- 
ogy Branch of the Ministry of Commu- 
nity and Social Services will presenta 
series of workshops on independence 
in the community at the Window on 
Technology Centre. There is no 
charge. 

Located at 5140 Yonge Street in 
North York, the Centre is a simulated 
home environment which showcases 
creative designs and technologies 
which support independence in daily 
living, for persons who are elderly and 
those who have disabilities. 


The workshops will focus on: 

- In-Residence Mobility 
Wednesday, May 29 

- Safety and Security 

Friday, June 14 

- Age Related Changes 

Friday, June 21 

- Food Preparation and Personal 
Hygiene - Tuesday, June 25 


For more information contact: 
Window on Technology Centre 
5140 Yonge Street, 12th Floor 
North York, Ontario 

M2N 6L7 

(416) 730-6656 


Volunteer for the Epilepsy Association 


The Epilepsy Association, Metro Toronto needs volunteers to help with 
fundraising, public relations, translation, presentations in the community, 
general office help and to serve on its board of directors. 

For more information, please call Mary-Jane at the Epilepsy Associa- 
tion, Metro Toronto at 964-9095, between 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 


Housing registry promotes independent living 


Homelink, ahousing registry that helps 
disabled people to live independently 
in the community, has received fund- 
ing of $340,000 for the 1990/91 fiscal 
year. 

In announcing the funding, Elaine 
Ziemba, Minister of Citizenship with 
Responsibility for Disability Issues, 
said “Homelink meets an important 
need in this province. In promoting 
independent community living, it sup- 
ports one of the prime goals that 
everyone involved in disability issues 
is working towards.” 


The Homelink project was begun 
in 1988 by the Ontario Office for Dis- 
ability Issues. It uses computerized 
listings to put people with disabilities 
who are seeking accessible accom- 
modation in contact with landlords 
who have suitable facilities available. 
There is no charge to either the tenant 
or the landlord for the service. 

Homelink Centres are located in 
Barrie, Guelph, Kingston, London, 
North Bay, Ottawa, Thunder Bay, 
Timmins, Waterloo and Windsor. 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments should be mailed to the Editor: 


Ontario Office for Disability Issues 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


YWCA offers 
life skills 
training program 


Again this summer, the YWCA is of- 
fering a life skills and employment 
preparation program for young adults 
(16 - 24 years old) who are physically 
disabled. 

The program is for eight weeks, 
with three weeks of Life Skills and 
employment preparation and five 
weeks of work placement. The pro- 
gram operates five days a week from 
late June to mid-August. 


For more information contact: 
Sally Palmateer 

YWCA of Metropolitan Toronto 
80 Woodlawn Avenue East 
(416) 961-8100 
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Re-directed long-term care services getting closer to home 


The re-direction of Ontario’s long- 
term care services will emphasize the 
development of new community- 
based programs to lessen reliance on 
institutional services. People with 
disabilities and senior citizens will 
benefit from $647-million in provincial 
funding to meet their long-term care 
support needs. 

Zanana Akande, Ontario’ s Minis- 
ter of Community and Social Ser- 
vices, made the announcement in 
June on behalf of her ministry and her 


colleagues, Health Minister Frances 
Lankin and Elaine Ziemba, Minister 
of Citizenship with responsibility for 
Seniors’ Issues and Disability Issues. 

The funding will be allocated to 
three initiatives: 

“First, ong-termcare services such 
as nursing and homemaker visits and 
attendant care provided to people in 
their own homes will increase. There 
willbe no user fees for these services 
because they are deemed to be es- 
sential health and social services. 


Production supervisor Kim Webster (right) assists French-speaking actor 
Marc André Favron during the filming of a scene from All Ways Welcome 


shot at Canada's Wonderland. 


erm 
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(See story on p. 4) 


* Second, community-based and 
neighborhood-based support pro- 
grams delivering such vital services 
as meals-on-wheels and transporta- 
tion will be significantly enhanced. A 
more flexible funding formula for com- 
munity support programs has also 
been introduced to provide 100 per- 
cent funding of approved costs after 
deducting charges for service use 
and local funding. 

* Third, priority will be given to the 
development of support programs in 
co-operation with those planning non- 
profit housing. Both people who use 
and need services and providers will 
be consulted regarding the develop- 
ment of these programs. 

Approximately $200-million will be 
spent on facility care because of the 
role residential facilities continue to 
play in providing care for those people 
whose needs cannot currently be met 
in the community. Though the funds 
will be generated from increases in 
the provincial subsidy and basic 
charges for accommodation, the in- 
creases will be calculated on an in- 
come-tested basis with no charges 
for health and personalcare services. 
Quality care will be affordable to all, 
regardless of an individual’s financial 
situation. 

The minister also announced the 
future consolidation of existing home 
care and placement resources into 
40 new agencies that will be gov- 
erned by boards. The boards will 
representthe communities they serve, 
and include local members appointed 
by the provincial government. The 


new agencies will assess the needs 
(Cont'd on p. 5) 
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Community Action Awards recognize contributions to society 
ee eee 


A police officer who pioneered an 
identification registry for missing per- 
sons with Alzheimer’s disease and a 
woman who is an activist in self-help 
services for survivors of mental ill- 
ness are among 12 Ontarians who 
will receive Community Action Awards 
from the Ministry of Citizenship’s 
Office for Disability Issues. 
Announcing the awards, Elaine 
Ziemba, Minister of Citizenship with 
responsibility for Disability Issues said 
“the awards honour men and women 
who have made a real difference to 
achieving indepen- 


his city the most accessible in North 
America for people with physical dis- 
abilities has succeeded in obtaining 
wheelchair-accessible seating in fast- 
food outlets and the promise of ac- 
cessible paths in future city parks. 

Avril Gunter of Nepean has ex- 
pressed her strong commitment to 
human rights through her work with 
the social justice committee of the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada’s 
Ottawa/Carleton chapter and has 
enabled many people with disablities 
to lead independent lives. 


benefitting groups like On Our Own, 
an alliance of people who have or 
have had mental illnesses and the 
Ontario Ministry of Health’s evalua- 
tion committee for the Psychiatric Pa- 
tients’ Rights Advisor Program. 
John Moran of London has done 
extensive volunteer work for ALPHA, 
an advocacy group of people with 
disabilities, the Ontario March of 
Dimes, and many otherorganizations. 
He played a key role in making acces- 
sible transportation and attendent 
care services available in London, 
and has been a persua- 


dence and integra- sive spokesperson onbe- 
tion for persons with} A selection committee chose the recipients, eight of whom | half of disability issues for 
disabilities”. have disabilities, from among more than 140 people nomi- | 20 years. 
Recipients are: | nated from across the province. The committee members Constable _ Paul 
Linda Beaupré of Murphy of Toronto 


Brockville is an ac- 
tive volunteer with 
Survivors in Action, 
Brockville Friendship 
Centre,Friends of 
Schizophrenics and 
other self-help ser- 
vices. She has helped many people 
make the transition from hospital resi- 
dence to community life. 

Leslie Dolman of Toronto is a 
founder and technical director of 
DADA (Designing Aids for Disabled 
Adults), a non-profit company that 
develops devices enabling people with 
disabilities to use computers. Cur- 
rently she is working on a computer 
program using Bliss symbols. 

Bonnie Fenton, executive direc- 
torofthe Kapuskasing and Area Coun- 
ciland Action Centre for the Disabled, 
has raised local and regional aware- 
ness of disability issues. 

Nevan Fitzpatrick of Brampton 
who has declared his goal to make 


were: Minister Elaine Ziemba; Margaret Marland, MPP for 


Mississauga South; John Sola, MPP for Mississauga East; 
Bob Loveless, Acting Chairperson, Ontario Advisory Coun- 
cil on Disability Issues; and Clem Sauvé, Senior Adviser, 
Office for Disability Issues. 


Dave Koivisto of Thunder Bay 
was a founder of the Handicapped 
Action Group Incorporated (HAGI). 
He has helped establish an acces- 
sible transit service and a summer 
camp for youngsters with disabilities. 

Heather McAdam of Aurora has 
had severe epilepsy and debilitating 
low blood sugar since childhood. Now 
18, she is a peer counsellor at her 
high school and a volunteer per- 
former in many nursing homes and 
hospitals in her community. 

Carla McKague of Toronto, alaw- 
yerwith the Advocacy Resource Cen- 
tre for the Handicapped, has done 
groundbreaking work in the field of 
legal rights and mental illness, 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments should be mailed to the Editor: 


Ontario Office for Disability Issues 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


brought together the 
Metro Police and the 
Alzheimer Society for Met- 
ropolitan Toronto to de- 
velop a Wandering Pa- 
tient Registry to help po- 
lice locate missing per- 
sons with Alzheimer’s disease was 
the first of its kind in North America. 
Peter Park of Toronto has dedi- 
cated his life to empowering people 
who have been labelled, as he him- 
self was in early childhood, “mentally 
handicapped.” He founded the first 


The awards willbe presented 
September 27th at the 


Toronto Hilton Hotel. 


chapter in Brantford of People First, a 
movement run by and for people with 
developmental disabilities, and co- 
founded People First of Ontario. 

Margaret Tatton of Mississauga 
is the editor of the Peel Association 
for Handicapped Adults newsletter. A 
volunteer and community represen- 
tative at the Mississauga Hospital and 
a member of the Transportation Com- 
mittee for Peel, she has done much to 
promote the rights of people with dis- 
abilities in her community. 


Employment Equity Commissioner 
encourages community input 
Community consultations on employment equity will begin this fall, led by 


Employment Equity Commissioner Juanita Westmoreland-Traoré. Aconsul- 
tation kit designed to focus the discussions will be available to interested 


groups and individuals. 

“| intend the consultation 
process to be open, public, and 
to foster participation by all 
interested parties” said Ms. 
Westmoreland-Traoré at aJune 
20th reception attended by 
several hundred community 
representatives. “| also hope 
the consultation process will help 
address the myths and mis- 
conceptions about legislated 
employment equity,” she con- 
tinued, “I believe legislated 
employment equity will not only 
bring fairness on the job to all 
workers, but that it will also 
reinforce and reward good busi- 
ness practices and planning.” 

Ms. Westmoreland-Traoré 
has been given the mandate by 


Juanita Westmoreland-Traoré 


the Government of Ontario to consult with interested members of the public 
and advise the government on employment equity legislation covering both 
private and public sector employers. 

The legislation will cover four designated groups — Aboriginal peoples, 
persons with disabilities, women and racial minorities. 

Regional discussions, calls for briefs and community meetings will be 
included in the consultation process. For a consultation kit, in English, French 
or on audiotape, contact the Office of the Employment Equity Commissioner 


at 965-4741. 


Premier's Council strives for healthier Ontario 


Elaine Ziemba, Minister of Citizen- 
ship with responsibility for Disability 
Issues is one of 41 people recently 
appointed by Premier Bob Rae to the 
Premiers Council on Health, Well- 
Being and Social Justice. The Coun- 
cil will provide strategic policy advice 
and research in support of achieving 
a more just and healthier society in 
Ontario. 

The Premier emphasized the 
Council's role in the development of 
partnerships between public, private 
and government sectors to promote 


PR DT ey 


and sponsor task forces and en- 
courage community dialogue to deal 
with health issues and social justice. 

“In this way the Council will in- 


-volve a great many Ontarians in its 


efforts to provide the government 
with long-term policy ideas and ad- 
vice on action,” said Mr. Rae. 

To ensure that long-term social 
and economic policy frameworks are 
integrated, the Council will work 
Closely with the Premier's Council 
onthe Economy and Quality of Life. 


Better access 
to provincial 
park facilities 


Campers and nature enthusiasts 
with disabilities will now have even 
greater access to Ontario’s provin- 
cial parks. The Ministry of Natural 
Resources has committed $5 mil- 
lion in 1991 to making park facili- 
ties more accessible. 

The first priority has been to 
provide accessible toilets and 
showers, and access to park of- 
fices. The second priority is ac- 
cess to such facilites as park stores, 
nature trails, campsites and visi- 
tors services in key parks. 

Today, 80 of Ontario’s 125 oper- 
ating provinical parks offer facili- 
ties for persons with disabilities. 
Many parks have wheelchair-ac- 
cessible administrative offices. 
Others offer accessible comfort sta- 
tions, shower facilities, interpretive 
exhibit buildings, picnic areas and 
two have self-guiding nature trails 
for persons with disabilities. 

For example, Petroglyphs Pro- 
vincial Park has an accessible in- 
terpretive program while the Pin- 
ery Provincial Park has accessible 
toilets, a nature trail and an outdoor 
theatre. 

Information about parks, facili- 
ties and how to use the reservation 
system can be found in the 1991 
Ontario Provincial Parks Guide, 
available at Ministry of Natural 
Resources district offices, Ontario 
Travel Information centres or: 

Ministry of Natural Resources 

Public Information Centre 

Room 1640, Whitney Block 

99 Wellesley Street West 

Toronto M7A 1W3 

(416) 965-3081 

Collect calls accepted. & 


New video uses 
humor to address 
serious business 


Biting humor and an unconventional 
approach have earned the Ministry of 
Tourism and Recreation’s “Open for 
Business” program high praise from 
disability groups and tourism facility 
operators alike. Designed to help 
improve the accessibility of tourism 
and recreation facilities, the recently 
launched program consists of a kit 
containing a video, a workbook and 
an access Survey. 

The 20 minute video, called “All 
Ways Welcome”, challenges biased 
attitudes towards persons with dis- 
abilities in the areas of tourism and 
recreation. Practical advice is offered 
for dealing with situations which may 
arise, interspersed with the adven- 
tures of a character called “Mr. 
Different”. 

“| particularly appreciate the up- 
beat, humorous approach”, said Mark 
Evans of the Ontario Federation for 
Cerebral Palsy. “It is a welcome 
change from the sometimes too ‘seri- 
ous’ view of disability. The video has 
taken the subject matter and let us 
see the humor in potentially upsetting 
situations.” 

The highly practical workbook is 
aimed at owners and operators of 
travel and recreation facilities. Atape 
measure and mechanical pencil are 
included, along with detailed sugges- 
tions for improving physical access to 
services. It also contains “customer 
profiles” which may boost the opera- 
tors’ understanding of the barriers 
faced by persons with different types 
of disabilities. 

The program also contains an ac- 
cess survey which will provide the 
Ministry of Tourism and Recreation 
with detailed information on existing 
services and facilities, as well as 
monitoring the program’s success. 
This information will be made avail- 
able through the ministry’s tourism 
and telemarketing services. 


Participants in the discussion on the integration of students included: 
Seated (L to R) Vic Willi who represented both PUSH Ontario and the Centre 
for Independent Living, Toronto; Liz Stimpson, DAWN; Sandra Carpenter and 
Clem Sauvé of the Office for Disability Issues. 

Standing (L to R) Wilf Love, BOOST; Pat Hatt, Ontario Advisory Council on 
Disability Issues; Peter Ferren, Ministry of Education; Eva Nichols, Learning 
Disabilities Association of Ontario; Marlene Vermaeten, Ontario Advisory 
Councilon Disability Issues and Susan White, Ontario Association of the Deaf. 


Discussion focused on integration of students 


The integration of students with dis- 
abilities into regular classrooms was 
the focus of a lively July 17th discus- 
sion hosted by the Office for Disability 
Issues. Ministry of Education repre- 
sentative Peter Ferren and represen- 
tatives from eight disability groups 
shared their ideas about issues such 
as teacher training, role models for 
students with disabilities, parent 
involvement and sensitivity to the 
requirements of different types of 
disabilities. 

The meeting was part of the Minis- 
try of Education’s plans, announced 
May 28th, to consult with interested 
groups and individuals to decide how 
best to further the integration of pupils 
with disabilities. “Wherever possible 


— where it meets the pupil’s needs 
and where it is the parents’ choice — 
integration should be the preferred 
option,” said Education Minister 
Marion Boyd. 

All Ontario school boards are cur- 
rently required to provide special edu- 
cation programs and services for their 
pupils, or to purchase these services 
from another school board. How- 
ever, the method of delivering these 
programs and Services is, at present, 
at the discretion of each board. This 
means that not all boards provide or 
encourage an integration option. 

For information on the Ministry of 
Education consultations, contact 
Peter Ferren at (416) 325-2777. 
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Unique college program to benefit 
people who are deaf-blind 


Anew program to teach ways to com- 
municate with people who are deaf- 
blind will be the first of its kind in 
Canada when it starts up this fall, 
announced Colleges and Universi- 
ties Minister, Richard Allen. 
Students will be trained to act as 
interveners, becoming the eyes and 
ears of people who are deaf-blind and 
specializing intechniques to help their 
Clients interact with the environment. 
George Brown College will receive 
$150,000, over two years, from the 


Long-term 
care services 


( cont'd from 
front page ) 


of the individual, and either purchase 
appropriate services in the home as 
well as respite and day programs for 
them, or, co-ordinate access to long- 
term Care facilities and provide infor- 
mation, advice and referral services 
to people who might need help locat- 
ing services. 

The government has also under- 
taken to have a broader and more far- 
reaching consultation process on 
long-term care than had previously 
been considered. Among the groups 
to be consulted are: people who need 
services and theirfamilies; advocates 
and caregivers; native, francophone 
and multicultural communities; labour 
and women’s groups; health and so- 
cial service providers and planners; 
municipalities and other interested 
groups. 

Introduction of new legislation to 
Support the re-direction of the 
province's long-term care services 
will follow the consultation. 


ET PE EN SE 


province to help implement the pro- 
gram. 

“The program to train interveners 
for deaf-blind persons represents a 
major step forward in the province’s 
efforts to provide greater opportuni- 
ties for people with disabilities,” said 
Mr. Allen. “Graduates will provide a 
much needed service. Its existence 
results from the collaboration and 
consultation that has taken place be- 
tween the college, the provincial gov- 
ernment, the Canadian National In- 
Stitute for the Blind, and other service 
agencies and community groups.” 

Graduates will work in a variety of 
settings, including schools, residen- 
tial facilities in the community and in 
the homes of people who are deaf- 
blind. 


ALS Society 
needs volunteer 
Board members 


The Amyotrophic Lateral Sclero- 
sis Society of Metro Toronto and 
Area needs volunteers to serve on 
their Board of Directors - people 
with experience and/or interest in 
fund raising, public relations, vol- 


unteer coordination and general 
administration. 

ALS is more commonly called 
Lou Gehrig’s disease. 


For more information please call 
Barbara Warner (362-0447) 
or 
George Lawrence (449-6964) 
in Toronto 
(Area code 416). 


Toronto voters to have easier time at poll stations 


The City of Toronto is determined that 
the November 12th municipal elec- 
tion will be accessible to all voters. 

“Everyone who is eligible will be in- 
formed and encouraged to get out 
and vote either on election day, or on 
one of the two advance poll days,” 
says City Clerk and Returning Offi- 


cer, Barbara Caplan. Advance polls 


will be held on November 2nd and 
6th. 

Improvements include the installa- 
tion of approximately 100 temporary 
ramps to make all of the 800 polling 
stations wheelchair accessible. The 
City hopes to have polling stations 
retrofitted for permanent wheelchair 
access by 1992. 

Voters with reading limitations will 
find the new ballot design helpful. 
The ballots now have coloured sec- 
tions, with each section representing 
an office — mayor, city councillor, etc. 
Candidates for each office will be 
numbered as well as named. “Voters 


who can'tidentify a candidate by name 
will be able to select them by number 
and colour,” Caplan explains. The 
colours chosen for the ballots are 
recognizable to people who are colour 
blind. 

Voters who are blind, partially 
sighted or disabled in some other way 
that makes reading and writing diffi- 
Cult can obtain help in marking the 
ballot. An election official will read the 
names and questions on the ballot, 
marking it according to the voter’s 
instructions. The voting area will be 
cleared to ensure that the secrecy of 
the ballot is maintained. 

If you are unable to leave your 
home because of illness or disability, 
you can still vote. Have someone 
pick up a Voting Proxy form from the 
City Clerk’s office at City Hall. The 
form allows you to appoint a friend to 
vote on your behalf. 

Call 392-7036 for addtional City of 
Toronto election information. 
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$20.3-million increase 
to help fight violence 
against women 


The Office for Disability Issues has 
received $185,000 to aid women with 
disabilities who are victims of sexual 
or domestic assault, as part of a prov- 
ince-wide increase in funding to fight 
violence against women. 

The Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Community and Social Services and 
the Ontario Women’s Directorate will 
also receive new funding for a wide 
range of projects, including shelter 
and support services, public educa- 
tion and research. A total increase of 
$20.3-million has been announced 
by the province. 

“Violence is a threat to all women” 
says Anne Swarbrick, Minister Re- 
sponsible for Women’s Issues. “It 
happens in all types of homes and 
communities, so programs and ser- 
vices must be geared toward all 
Ontario women regardless of physi- 
cal, cultural or language differences”. 

The problems of sexual and do- 
mestic assault may be compounded 
for disabled women by a lack of edu- 
cation on these issues, barriers to 
communication and the inaccessibil- 
ity of support services and programs. 

The funding received by the Office 
for Disability Issues will be used to 
support prevention initiatives such as 
awareness-raising activities, self-de- 
fense training, and projects which 
unite disabled women with the com- 
munity and service providers. It will 
also help to make existing services 
for victims accessible to disabled 
women. This may meanthe provision 
of interpretor or intervenor services 
for women with hearing impairments, 
the creation of information materials 
inalternate forms, and sensitivity train- 
ing for program staff. 

For more information contact: 

Office for Disability Issues 

Marthe Dallaire 

1-800-387-4456 

(416) 326-0144 


Television news now signed, 
captioned and voiced simultaneously 


“The day has finally arrived that television news is totally accessible to the 
deaf,” says Henry Whalen, anchor of Silent News, a new CBC television 
program. “lam excited about this unique opportunity to reach both the deaf 
and hearing population.” 

A co-production of CBC Newsworld and The Disability Network, Silent 
News — television’s first newscast for the deaf — was launched on July 6. 
Each Saturday the half-hour program wraps up the top stories of the week 
using American Sign Language. It is interpreted by Michael Vorontsov and 
is also closed captioned to make it accessible to everyone. 

Henry Whalen, the anchor of Silent News, is deaf. He is the president 
of the Ontario Association of the Deaf and is a committed advocate for the 
deaf community. Whalen is the co-ordinator of the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Student Services at George Brown College in Toronto, and 
teaches mathematics and accounting to students who are deaf. The 
Toronto man is a graduate of Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C. 


Michael Voronotsov, who is widely acknowledged for his interpreting 
skills, is the hearing child of deaf parents. 


How Ontario transit systems are 
becoming more accessible 


During National Access Awareness 
Week, former Minister of Transporta- 
tion, Ed Philip, made several an- 
nouncements regarding transporta- 
tion advances of interest to people 
with disabilities. 

Improvements include: a recom- 
mendation to make wheelchair ac- 
cessible taxis part of local Wheel- 
Trans services, increasing the num- 
ber of community buses and expand- 
ing the use of low-floor technology. 

The Ministry of Transportation is 
helping to expand specialized transit 
services by providing financial and 
technical assistance to municipalities 
and private operators — increasing 
funding by 23 percentin 1991. Since 
1986, the number of municipalities 
providing special transit services has 
increased from 57 to 126. 

Inter-city bus service is to become 
more accessible and the Ministry is 
currently involved in a demonstration 
project in the Kitchener-Niagara Falls 
corridor. 

Anaccessible taxi program will pro- 


vide flexible travel for disabled per- 
sons. Incentive grants — now 
doubled, up to $10,000 — will go to 
licensed taxi operators with wheel- 
chair-accessible vehicles. Accessible 
taxis are now operating in 31 commu- 
nities, including limousines to Pearson 
International Airport. 

In mid-August, 1991, Celebrity 
Taxi, (416) 487-7525, introduced the 
first wheelchair accessible taxi serv- 
ing Metro Toronto. 

As well, Go Transit has been di- 
rected to improve its accessibility. Go 
Transit expects to have its first phase 
completed by 1993 — which means 
that 30 key stations covering each of 
the six regions would be wheelchair- 
accessible by then. The long-term 
goal is to have all stations accessible 
by the mid-1990s. An advisory com- 
mittee of users and other partners in 
the industry considered everything 
from the building of platforms, eleva- 
tors and the transportation of patrons 
to-and-from stations, to necessary 
scheduling adjustments. 
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Office for Disability Issues / Ministry of Citizenship 


VW 


Ontario 


You can help develop fair employment equity legislation 


Minister of Citizenship Elaine Ziemba 
and Employment Equity Commis- 
sioner Juanita Westmoreland-Traoré 
have launched a province-wide con- 
sultation to give all Ontarians an op- 
portunity to participate in the develop- 
ment of employment equity legisla- 
tion that is fair, effective and practical. 
Adiscussion paper has beenreleased 
and is available from the Office of the 
Employment Equity Commissioner. 
“AS we move towards economic 
recovery, employment equity will en- 


made four major decisions: 


public and private sectors. 


able us to utilize all the diverse skills, 
talents and experiences of all people 


New appointments to the Advisory Council on Disability Issues, shown with 
Gary Malkowski, Parliamentary Assistant to the Ministry of Citizenship are 
_ Standing (L to R): John Southern, Toronto; Gary Malkowski, James D. Roots, 
Kanata and Jim Spencley, Toronto. Front row (L to R) are: Huguette 
Ouellette-Tries, Ottawa; chairperson, Dr.Shirley Van Hoof, London and Mary 
Fortier, Timmins. Marcia Rioux, Toronto was unable to attend. The Council 
provides advice to the Minister on a variety of issues. 
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In moving forward on employment equity, the government has 


* Employment equity will be legislated. 

* Employment equity legislation will designate four 
groups — racial minorities, Aboriginal peoples, 
persons with disabilities and women. 

* Employment equity will cover the public, broader 


* Employment equity will be mandatory. 


in Ontario,” said the Minister. 

The Commissioner commented, 
“While almost everyone | have spo- 
ken to agrees on the principles of 
employment equity, fair representa- 
tion in the workplace and removal of 
barriers inemployment, the challenge 
which faces us is how to achieve 
these goals.” 

The Commissioner will hold con- 
sultations in nine communities across 
Ontario. A separate consultation is 
being initiated for the province’s Ab- 
original communities inthe context of 
Aboriginal self-government. 

The discussion paper, "Working 
Towards Equality” elaborates on key 
implementation, enforcement and 
structural issues, and proposes a 
range of possible approaches. 

Groups and/or individuals wishing 
to receive a copy of the paper or 
participate in the consultation are 
invited to contact: 

The Office of the Employment 

Equity Commissioner 

102 Bloor Street West, Suite 1040 

Toronto, Ontario M7A 2R9 

Tel. (416) 965-4741 

TDD (416) 965-3399 

FAX (416) 324-6775 

Toll-free: 1-800-668-7608 
See consultation schedule on p.6 


Government fund helps remove OPS employment barriers 


A $1.8-million Employment Accom- Service poles on “Accommodation 
modation Fund has been announced in employment for persons with 
together with the Ontario Public disabilities,” by Tony Silipo, Chair of 


Management Board of Ce 
“The policy and fund establish a 
program for removing many of the 


1991 Community Action Awards 


After receiving their 1991 Community Action Awards, recipients gather around 
the Minister of Citizenship with responsibility for Disability Issues, Elaine Ziemba. 


Back row (L to R) : Peter Park, Toronto; Carla McKague, Toronto; Paul Murphy, 
Toronto; Linda Beaupré, Brockville; Heather McAdam, Aurora; Leslie Dolman, 
Toronto; Avril Gunter, Nepean and Nevan Fitzpatrick, Brampton. 


Front row (L to R) : Dave Koivisto, Thunder Bay; Margaret Tatton, Mississauga; 
Minister, Elaine Ziemba and John Moran, London. 
Bonnie Fenton, Kapuskasing, the twetfth recipient, was unable to attend. 


The awards are presented annually to twelve people who have made a real 


difference to achieving independence and integration for persons with disabilities. 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments should be mailed to the Editor: 


Ontario Office for Disability Issues 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


barriers to employment for 
applicants and employees 
with disabilities. It does this 
by ensuring that they receive 
the supports needed to fully 
participate inthe OPS,” said 
Mr. Silipo. 

“The government made 
acommitmentto have arep- 
resentative workforce and 
to respecting its needs as 
well as acting as arole model 
for the private sector. This 
move goes a long way to 
fulfilling that commitment.” 

The OPS policy was de- 
veloped in accordance with 
the Ontario Human Rights 
Code that states accommo- 
dation must be made “un- 
less doing so would cause 
undue hardship.” 

The Fund has been es- 
tablished to help ministries 
provide such things as sup- 
port services, technical aids, 
devices to modify key- 


boards, adjustable  furni- 
ture and sign-language 
interpreters. 


“We hope that the 
accommodation policy and 
fund will encourage people 
with disabilities to consider 
entering the OPS,” added 
Mr. Silipo. 

In addition, training on 
accommodation will be pro- 
vided to ministries and in- 
formation will be made 
available to representative 
community-based groups so 
that they are fully informed 


about the new policy. 

The employment accommodation 
program is an integral part of a com- 
prehensive OPS Employment Equity 
Initiative, announced in June of this 
year, to create amore accessible and 
equitable workplace. 


Public consultations to be held on Long Term Care 


The Ontario government is seeking 
public input about the redirection of 
Long-Term Care. 

Redirection of long-term care is 
intended to place increased empha- 
sis on community-based services to 
enable elderly people and people with 
disabilities to remain in their own 
homes for as long as possible. 


The comprehensive consultation 
willinvolve people who need services 
and their families; advocates and 
Caregivers; labour and women’s 
groups; health and social services 
providers and planners; cultural, lin- 
guistic and racial groups; the federal, 
provincial and municipal govern- 
ments; and other interested groups 


The first step, a public consultation document, Redirection of Long- 
Term Care and Support Services in Ontario, was released by Elaine 
Ziemba, Ontario’s Minister of Citizenship with responsibility for 


Seniors’ Issues and Disability Issues, at a multicultural event in 
Toronto. Copies are available through your Community Support 
Services Area Office. If you’re not sure of the address, contact the 
Office for Disability Issues at 1-800-387-4456. 


The announcement was made si- 
multaneously by Health Minister 
Frances Lankin in Kingston and Com- 
munity and Social Services Minister, 
Marion Boyd, in the Legislature. All 
three ministers acknowledged the 
valuable contribution of the former 
Minister of Community and Social 
Services, Zanana Akande. 

Ms. Ziemba, who was speaking to 
a group representing a cross-section 
of agencies from multicultural and 
multi-racial communities at the 
Copernicus Lodge, a Polish seniors’ 
residence in West Toronto, urged the 
participation of Ontario’s large multi- 
ethnic and. multicultural community 
to ensure that their needs and views 
are represented in the consultations. 

“The extended family is a very im- 
portant part of many multicultural 
groups and they can bring a wealth of 
experience to the consultation pro- 
cess. A just community makes ser- 
vices equally available to its citizens 
inan equitable manner based on need. 
People must not be denied services 
because they are Francophone or 
belong to a particular cultural, linguis- 
tic or racial group. This means that 
services must be provided in ways 
that take into account people's differ- 
ent values, religions, languages and 
customs,” Ms. Ziemba said. 


and individuals. 

The special needs of aboriginal 
peoples and the francophone com- 
munity will be recognized in the con- 
sultation. 

The process will include both local 
and provincial meetings. At the local 
level, the 14 Community Health and 
Support Services area offices will 
assist Communities in developing con- 


sultation plans that will enable their 
members to participate fully. This 
may involve seminars, workshops, 
and meetings with residents and fami- 
lies at nursing homes and other facili- 
ties. 

The consultation paper reflects the 
government's new directions for long- 
term care announced in June. 
Directed at minimizing the use of 
institutions and maximizing secure 
and stable home, family and commu- 
nity living, they include: 

*an integrated approach to provin- 
cial management ofalllong-term care 
health and social services 

* a large expansion in funding for 
community support services 

* better co-ordination of services 

“assurance of greater community 
participation 

* re-alignment of funding policies 
to reduce regional disparities 

* increased funding for supportive 
housing 

It is expected that the consultation 
process will last at least four months 
and will lead to legislative changes. 


A way to safeguard future income 
for friends with disabilities 


Alife trust is an affordable way for anyone, especially those with limited 
means and few assets, to provide extra income for a relative or friend 


with a disability after their death. 


Interest earned on insurance proceeds can go to a trustee for the 
benefit of the person with a disability in accordance with the trust 


agreement. Under the British North American Insurance Companies 
Act the government cannot claim this money and neither can creditors. 


It took four years to develop the life trust concept in consultation with 
the Ontario Association for Community Living, the Advocacy Resource 
Centre for the Handicapped and government. 


One such progam is offered by Life TRUST, a division of TRI/CEM 
Insurance Specialists Inc., in Aurora, Ontario. Their phone number is 


(416) 727-3650. 


Ensure the doors to integrated leisure programs are open 


What can be done at the community 
level in order to include persons with 
disabilities in regular recreation pro- 
grams and activities? 

A study by the Canadian Rehabili- 
tation Council is looking for your sug- 
gestions. 

The study is a follow up to “Leisure: 
A Key to Community Integration,” a 
1989 study by the Office for Disability 
Issues, the Ministry of Community 
and Social Services and the Ministry 
of Tourism and Recreation. 

The 1989 study concluded that 
because leisure is such an important 
part of community integration, we must 
ensure that people with disabilities 
have equal access. 

Therefore, barriers such as segre- 
gated programs and services and the 


limited participation of persons with 
disabilities in the planning and imple- 
mentation of recreation services, must 
be addressed. 

The follow-up study will develop a 
manual for use by service providers, 
municipalities and government pro- 
gram developers in designing inte- 
grated leisure programs. 

An advisory committee has been 
established with representation from 
government, PUSH, the City of Thun- 
der Bay Parks and Recreation De- 
partment, the Ontario March of Dimes, 
the Ontario Association for Commu- 
nity Living and Sport for Disabled 
Ontario. 

The Canadian Rehabilitation Coun- 
cil has contracted Burt Perrin Associ- 
ates to carry out the project. They will 


Funding helps ensure equal access 
to recreation for all Ontarians 


The Ontario Ministry of Tourism and 
Recreation has made major changes 
to its recreation funding criteria 
which will help eliminate barriers to 
equal participation by eight desig- 
nated groups including people with 
disabilities. 

The others are: children and youth, 
working families, women, Franco- 
Ontarians, native people, visible mi- 
norities and older adults. 

“Taking part in community recre- 
ation can make a real and lasting 
difference in people’s lives,” said 
Ontario Minister of Tourism and Rec- 
reation Minister Peter North. 

“But not everyone in Ontario has 
equal access to our recreation facili- 
ties. We want to ensure everyone 
has the chance to take part.” 

Recreation providers need to ad- 
dress issues like building design, 
affordability, information, transporta- 
tion, support services, integrated pro- 
grams and involvement in service 


planning and delivery. 

The goal is that by 1994, Ontario 
communities will have developed new 
recreation opportunities so that all 
individuals lead more active and 
healthy lives. 

Through capital and non-capital 
grants, the programs will help provin- 
cial organizations and communities 
meet the needs of the priority groups 
and build their needs into long-range 
plans for future recreation services. 

Groups eligible for funding under 
the program include municipalities, 
band councils, local service boards in 
unorganized territories, local, regional 
and provincial non-profit organizations 
and public and private employee fit- 
ness projects. 

“Our goal is a big one,” Mr. North 
said. “And so is the payoff. Our new 
program will make the recreation 
system stronger and more respon- 
sive to the changing social needs of 
the nineties and beyond.” 


be asking community associations 
for information on programs which 
have proven successful in Ontario 
and elsewhere. They would also like 
to hear from others who would like to 
share their success stories. 

The Office for Disability Issues and 
the Ministries of Community and 
Social Services and Tourism and 
Recreation are contributing to the 
$100,000 allocated for the project. 
It is to be completed in the Spring of 
1992. 

Suggestions can be sent to: 

Alison Perrin 

Burt Perrin Associates 

99 Rose Park Drive 

Toronto, Ontario MAT 1R3 

(416) 486-4666 Phone 

(416) 486-4665 FAX 


Help raise funds 
and awareness 
for Down Syndrome 


If you’d like to keep track of ap- 
pointments and contribute to a 
good cause at the same time, the 
Canadian Down Syndrome Soci- 
ety has just the calendar for you. 

Twelve children and their art- 
work show just how capable chil- 
dren with Down Syndrome are. 
To help raise both funds and 
awareness, the calendar is avail- 
able for $2.50 each from: 


Roy Thorn 

CDSS Calendar Co-ordinator 
161 Main Street East 

North Bay, Ontario 

P1B 1A9 


Government works with colleges to train labour force 


People with disabilities will be among 
the beneficiaries of a $1.6-billion 
agreement signed by Ontario and Ot- 
tawa to provide skills training this 
year. Similar funding levels are ex- 
pected in the second and third years 
of the pact. 

The Canada-Ontario Labour Force 
Agreement should bring significant 
benefits for groups underrepresented 
in the Ontario workforce. They in- 
clude persons with disabilities, racial 
and visible minorities, francophones, 
aboriginal people, women, workers 
lacking literacy and numeracy skills, 
social assistance and unemployment 
insurance recipients and older work- 
ers. 

The agreement was signed in 
Toronto by Ontario Premier Bob Rae, 
Minister of Employment and Immi- 


First apartments 
for adults who are 
both deaf and blind 


The first apartments in North America 
built exclusively for adults who are 
both deaf and blind are under con- 
struction in North York. 

Lincoln Alexander, former Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of Ontario officiated at 
the sod-turning ceremony for the 16 
apartments. Dr. Robert Frankford, 
MPP for Scarborough East attended 


on behalf of Ontario Housing Minister . 


Evelyn Gigantes. 

The project, developed under the 
province’s P3600 initiative, is spon- 
sored by Rotary (Don Valley) Cheshire 
Homes Inc. and is scheduled for 
completion in February 1992. The 


_ Capital cost is $2.5-million and the 
_ annualoperating subsidy is estimated 
_ at more than $467,000. 


gration Bernard Valcourt and Ontario’s 
Minister of Skills Development Rich- 
ard Allen. 

The agreement clarifies the roles 
and responsibilities of the two gov- 
ernments in the labour market. This 
will allow for greater co-operation 
among all labour market partners in 
developing Ontario’s labour force, 
thereby contributing to the province’s 
future prosperity. 

“| see the training provided through 
this agreement as being essential to 
providing the people of Ontario with 
the tools they need to meet the de- 
manding requirements of skills train- 


ing and upgrading in the 1990s and 
beyond. This means increased job 
opportunities for individuals, which in 
turn leads to a dynamic workforce for 
Canada,” said Mr. Valcourt. 

In the first year of the agreement, 
the provincial government will spend 
$751-million, and the federal govern- 
ment more than $846-million on vari- 
ous programs to help build a skilled 
labour force in Ontario. The agree- 
ment also acknowledges the vital role 
that Ontario Colleges of Applied Arts 
and Technology will play in the deliv- 
ery of adult training. 


Report reveals startling statistics 
on abuse of disabled women 


Half of all disabled women have been 
sexually assaulted as children. This 
Startling statistic is revealed in the 
report “Courage Above All,” which 
was conducted by the DisAbled 
Women’s Network (DAWN) and 
funded by the Office for Disability 
Issues. 

Elaine Ziemba, Minister of Citizen- 
ship with responsibility for Disability 
Issues was at the news conference 
held at Queen’s Park when DAWN 
presented the report. 


The study examined the vulnerability of 
disabled women and emphasizes the 


need for everyone to speak out against 
violence against women. 


In her forward to the report, Liz 
Stimpson said “I started this research 
with a fair amount of anger, an anger 
which spiralled into a rage as | spoke 
with the disabled women of Ontario 
who have been sexually assaulted. | 
was in shock when | learned that 
women with disabilities are being 


sexually assaulted twice as much as 
able-bodied women, in spite of the 
fact that disabled women are the most 
vulnerable women in our society.” 

In her conclusion she reiterates 
that “Disabled women are gradually 
learning that it is not only their right, 
but their responsibility to speak out 
and break the silence so they never 
have to go back to a life of violence.” 

The Office for Disability Issues of 
the Ministry of Citizenship, allocated 
$20,000 from its Community Action 
Fund for 
preparationof 
the report. It 
was con- 
ducted in col- 
laboration 
with the 
Ontario 
Women’s Directorate’s major study 
on violence against women. 

For more information contact: 

DisAbled Women’s Network 

160 The Esplanade, Suite 601 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5A 3T2 

(416) 368-1331 
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Conference will reflect on impact of 
Decade for Disabled Persons 


The United Nations Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs has selected Rehabilitation 
International’s Kenya World Congress 
as the event in Africa to culminate the 
end of the Decade of Disabled 
Persons (1983 - 1992). 

Rehabilitation International’s 17th 
World Congress will be held in 
Nairobi at the accessible Kenyatta 
International Conference Centre, 
September 7-11, 1992. 

Rehabilitation Internationalis afed- 
eration of 145 organizations in 82 
countries conducting programs to 
assist people with disabilities and oth- 
ers who work for prevention, rehabili- 
tation and integration. 

Some of the topics to be discussed 
during the conference include: self- 
reliance and inter-dependence in the 
disability community, voices of our 
own — by representatives of dis- 
abled people’s organizations, women 


and disability, and media campaigns 
to create awareness of disability in 
developing countries. 

A major session will be devoted to 
analysis of the impact of the UN De- 
cade and enforcement and imple- 
mentation of its recommendations and 
declarations. The outcome of Con- 
gress Plenary Sessions will be di- 
rected toward realistic strategies for 
the 1990s to further implement the 
UN Decade’s goals and objectives. 


For more information contact: 
Rehabilitation International’s 
17th World Congress 

25 East 21st Street 

New York, New York 10010 
U.S.A. 


Phone (212) 420-1500 
TDD (212) 420-1752 
FAX (212) 505-0871 


Employment Equity consultation schedule 


Windsor 
December 5 & 6 
Cleary International Centre 


London 
December 10 & 11 
Radisson Hotel 


Hamilton 
January 9 & 10 
Royal Connaught Hotel 


Thunder Bay 
January 13 & 14 
Valhalla Inn 


Sudbury * 
January 15, 16 & 17 
Holiday Inn 


For information call: 


Timmins * 
January 19, 20 & 21 
Senator Hotel 


Ottawa * 
January 27, 28 & 29 
Chateau Laurier 


Kingston 
January 30 & 31 
Donald Gordon Centre 


Toronto 
February 9 - 12 
Location to be announced. 


* Includes 1/2 day in French 


Office of the Employment Equity Commissioner 


(416) 965-4741 


TDD (416) 965-3399 


1-800-668-7608 


Library has variety of 
films and videos on 
disability issues 
The Centre for People with Dis- 
abilities and the Audio Services 
Department of the Metropolitan 
Toronto Reference Library has a 
second edition of its list of films 
and videos titled “Living with Dis- 

abilities.” 

The goal of the Centre for 
People with Disabilities is to make 
the library and its resources ac- 
cessible to people with disabili- 
ties through improved physical 
access, development of special 
format collections, and equipment 
acquisition. Comments and sug- 
gestions about these services and 
resources are welcome. 

Contact: 

Centre for People with 

Disabilities 

Metropolitan Toronto 

Reference Library 

789 Yonge Street 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4W 2G8 

(416) 393-7110 


Conference to focus 
on improving 
employment opportunities 


The Canadian Council on Rehabilita- 
tion and Work will hold its Bi-annual 
conference “Strengthening Partner- 
ships : New Patterns in Employment 
and Disability” February 6 & 7, 1992, 
with pre-conference events February 
5 at the Delta Chelsea Inn in Toronto. 


For more information contact: 
Karen Loewen 

CCRW — Suite 410 

167 Lombard Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3B OT6 


Lee 
TDD: 
FAX : 


(204) 942-4862 
(204) 944-0341 
(204) 944-0753 
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SPECIAL ISSUE - THE DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS -- IN REVIEW 


What the past 
decade means 


By: Cathy McPherson 


This year marks the end of the 
United Nations Decade of 
Disabled Persons. People with 
disabilities, all levels of govern- 
ment, and the public at large will 
be using 1992 to reflect on past 
achievements and to develop 
plans that will increase opportuni- 
ties for people with disabilities in 
our society. 

The United Nations Decade of 
Disabled Persons can be traced 
back to the International Year of 
Disabled Persons (1981) which 
focussed worldwide attention on 
the theme and objective: the full 
participation and equality of people 
with disabilities. 

In Canada, the Parliamentary 
Special Committee on the Dis- 
abled and the Handicapped held 
hearings from coast to coast to 
report on the experiences of 
people with disabilities. In its final 
report Obstacles, the Committee 
identified barriers that could be 
removed over time to allow people 
with disabilities to participate fully 


The Principles of the Ontario Proclamation of the 
Decade of Disabled Persons (1983 - 1992) are: 


1. The dignity, independence and potential of persons with disabilities will be || 
respected in all aspects of life. 


2. Persons with disabilities have equal rights and equal obligations in common 
with all citizens to participate in and contribute to community life. 


3. Efforts will be made to increase public knowledge and awareness of the 
abilities and needs of persons with disabilities, in order to break down barriers 
which exist due to lack of understanding and outmoded attitudes. 


4. Public co-operation will be sought to promote positive action in broadening 
access of persons with disabilities into the life of the community. 


5. Services and programmes will be aimed at integrating persons with disabili- 
ties into existing social and economic structures. 


6. Minimum standards will be sought where possible for the provision of 
programmes and services to persons with disabilities throughout Ontario, 
notwithstanding rural isolation and local economic conditions. 


7. The development and participation of organizations representing persons 
with disabilities is of vital importance in identifying needs, expressing views on 
priorities, evaluating services, advocating changes and promoting public 
awareness. This role will be encouraged. 


8. Consultation will take place among government and all sectors of society to 
ensure that co-ordinated efforts are made towards preventing the occurrence 
of disability, and in facilitating the rehabilitation of those who are disabled, as 
well as enhancing their quality of life. 


in society. The report set the stage for many advancements in the equality rights of people with disabilities in this 
country, including protection under the Ontario Human Rights Code and our Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Canada 
is the only country in the world whose Constitution explicitly protects the rights of people with disabilities. 

In its proclamation of the Decade of Disabled Persons, the United Nations encouraged its member states to use 
the decade to implement the World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons which called for the 
“equalization of opportunities” in all systems of society for people with disabilities. In adding its name to the list of 
provinces and countries supporting the Decade, Ontario made a significant commitment to people with disabilities and 
recognized that it is the responsibility of society as a whole to remove the barriers to full participation. 


Senior adviser 
reflects on decade 


Over the Decade, many important 
steps were taken to achieve the goals 
and principles of the UN Proclama- 
tion and by extension, that of Canada 
and Ontario. Many of the achieve- 
ments are highlighted in the various 
articles included in this issue. There 
are two others which | wish to signal 
as being quite critical to the progress 
achieved. 

The decision to designate a Minis- 
ter with the specific responsibility for 
Disability Issues, together with the 
establishment of an Office for Disabil- 
ity Issues, brought to bear onthis very 
important policy area focused atten- 
tion hitherto lacking. It has provided 
amore holistic approach to the devel- 
opment of programs and services for 
persons with disabilities and has en- 
sured that cross-ministry and pro- 
gram coordination takes place, be it 
in the area of employment, housing, 
transportation, taxation, education, or 
public awareness. 

The creation in 1986 of the Com- 
munity Action Fund was instrumental 
in assisting the disabled community 
to advocate on its own behalf as more 
equal partners with other stakehold- 
ers, or to undertake projects that did 
not otherwise qualify for support un- 
der traditional program criteria. The 
extensive and growing involvement 
of persons with disabilities in the policy 
development and program design 
process has been a most successful 
partnership for all concemed. 

| and all of my colleagues at ODI 
over the past seven years have in- 
deed been honoured to have been 
party to many of the initiatives under- 
taken during the Decade here in 
Ontario. 


Did you know that... 


* 60% of people with disabilities live in developing 
countries? ( Final report on Human Rights and Disability for the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council Commission on Human 


Rights (1991) 


* roughly 14% of Ontario’s population has a disability? 


* almost 2/3 of Ontarians with disabilities are under 65 
years of age, although the Incidence of disability in people 


older than 65 is much higher? 


* close to 60% of Ontarians with disabilities have annual 


incomes of less than $10,000? 


* over 1/3 of Ontarians with disabilities have only primary 


school education? 


* 15% of Ontarians with disabilities spend no time with 


family or friends? 


* Statistics based on Statistics Canada's Health and Activity 


Limitations Survey (1986/87) 


How the Office for Disability Issues helps 


The Office for Disability Issues (ODI) 
plays aleadership role inco-ordinating 
cross-ministerial responses to disabil- 
ity issues. It collaborates with the 
disabled community, line ministries 
and other special offices to develop 
policies and programs which  ad- 
dress disability issues and promote 
the independence and participation 
of disabled persons. To achieve these 
goals, the ODI works closely with 
consumer groups, the Ontario Advi- 
sory Council for Disability Issues, and 
other organizations and ministries. 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 
Comments should be mailed to the Editor: 


Ontario Office for Disability Issues 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


ODI's award-winning TV, print and 
poster campaign: "Do you have an 
Open Mind?" increased awareness 
of the abilities of people with disabili- 
ties as the people portrayed were 
disabled themselves and told their 
own stories in their own words. 

The ODI continued its support for 
National Access Awareness Week 
(NAAW), 1991 through a grant of 
$45,000 for staffing and administra- 
tive costs of NAAW’s Ontario steering 
committee, and through the minister’s 
participation in NAAW activities. Ev- 
ery year, NAAW promotes public 
awareness of the crucial need for 
equal access to education, employ- 
ment, transportation, housing and rec- 
reation for disabled individuals 
through aweek-long calendar of prov- 
ince-wide events and promotions. 


Advocacy Act expected to receive Royal Assent this spring 


By: Jon Boynton 


The Government of Ontario’s Advo- 


| cacy Act, which was introduced last 


April and is expected to receive third 
and final reading in June, will un- 
doubtedly stand as one of the most 
important initiatives undertaken dur- 
ing the Decade of Disabled Persons. 

The Act, which is the centerpiece 
of a legislative package that includes 
the Substitute Decision and Consent 
to Treatment acts, is rooted in the 
idea that personal autonomy—the 
freedom to make choices and deci- 
sions—is a fundamental human right. 
Its goal is to build bridges to indepen- 
dence for disabled and frail elderly 
people who have difficulty express- 
ing or acting on their wishes and for 
those, in particular, who have no one 
else to speak on their behalf. 

"We are all potentially vulnerable,” 
says Minister of Citizenship Elaine 
Ziemba. “Any one of us could be 
robbed of our autonomy or voices 
through illness, accident or aging. 
The Advocacy Act is what each of us 
would want for ourselves. It is what 
we owe each other." 

The province-wide advocacy sys- 
tem that will be established under the 
Act is to be administered by an inde- 
pendent Commission whose mem- 
bers are selected by a Committee 
representing consumer groups from 
all regions of Ontario. 

To ensure maximum flexibility with- 
inthe system, some advocates willbe 
hired by the Commission, while oth- 
ers will be employed, on either a paid 
or voluntary basis, by non-profit com- 
munity programs. Together, they will 
serve vulnerable people in every part 


of the Province and in all kinds of. 


settings: institutions, nursing homes, 
hospitals, unregulated facilities, and 
the community at large. 

Advocacy, as it will be practiced 
under the new Act, won't make the 
assumption that vulnerable people 
lack the capacity to make choices or 
that they’re content to leave deci- 
sions to others. It will begin, instead, 


with the belief that, given appropriate 
information and support, most vulner- 
able people can and want to deter- 
mine their own destinies. 

It will help them do so by building 
partnerships in which vulnerable indi- 
viduals use the information and op- 
tions presented by advocates as the 
basis for making choices and deci- 
sions. 

Once advocates know what a vul- 
nerable person wants, their job will be 
to make certain those wishes are 
considered by others. Since the 
advocates’ authority will not exceed 
that of the people they represent, 
their goal, whenever possible, will be 
to work toward achieving a co-opera- 
tive atmosphere in which all parties 
work together to advance a vulner- 
able person's interests. 

Although helping to solve individual 


Minister Elaine Ziemba is touring Ontario to 
familiarize people with the Advocacy Act. 


problems will take much of the advo- 
cates’ time, it won't be their only job. 
When required, they'll also come to 
the aid of those who are deemed 
incapable of looking after their finan- 
cial or personal affairs or of making 
informed decisions about medical 


treatment. Their role, in these situa- 
tions, willbe to help vulnerable people 
understand what is happening and to 
advise them of their right to appeal 
findings of mental incapacity. 

A third and extremely important 
aspect of the advocates’ work will be 
to identify and eliminate policies and 
practices that threaten the health, 
safety, or dignity of vulnerable people 
in institutions or the community at 
large. Ultimately, this may lead to 
changes in laws, regulations, and the 
way in which health care and social 
services are delivered in the Prov- 
ince. 

The Advocacy Act sets the stage 
for a society in which the rights, au- 
tonomy and dignity of vulnerable 
people are universally recognized and 
respected, but achievement of that 
objective will require the collective 
efforts of the Advo- 
cacy Commission, 
community-based 
programs, the health 
care and service sec- 
tors, volunteers, con- 
cerned families, and 
friends. That’s why 
provision has been 
made for the Com- 
mission to establish 
advisory committees 
and to enter into con- 
tractual agreements 
with community- 
based programs for 
the provision of ad- 
vocacy services. 

The ultimate goal 
of the Act is to help 
vulnerable people 
gain the confidence, 
the knowledge, and 
the ability to advocate on their own 
behalf, to form coalitions with others, 
to fight for their own rights, and to 
reach their full potential as human 
beings. It is an important and long 
overdue beginning toward that end. 
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Amendments made to the Ontario Human Rights Code 


A 1986 amendment to the Ontario 
Human Rights Code raised the stan- 
dard for accommodation for persons 
with disabilities, from that of provid- 
ing “reasonable” accommodation to 
that of providing accommodation 
“short of undue hardship.” The Code 
provides protection from discrimina- 
tion in the area of employment; occu- 
pancy of accommodation; the provi- 
sion of services, goods and facilities; 
contracts and membership in voca- 
tional associations and trade unions. 

In 1989 the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission developed guidelines 
to help employers and other service 
providers take pro-active steps in 


providing such accommodation. 

Between 1989 and 1991 the Com- 
mission organized a number of com- 
munity briefing sessions across the 
province, to educate the public onthe 
Code’s accommodation require- 
ments. Through these sessions, the 
guidelines on accommodation were 
widely distributed. 

In 1990 the Commission released 
its policy statement on discrimination 
because of handicap. The statement 
interpreted the Code’s definition of 
handicap and reiterated the require- 
mentto provide accommodation once 
the person is capable of performing 
the “essential duties” of a job. 


In 1985 the Commission recog- 
nized AIDS/HIV as an illness accord- 
ing to the Code’s definition of handi- 
cap. In 1989 the Commission re- 
leased a policy paper stating that 
people with AIDS/HIV cannot be dis- 
criminated against. 

In 1991 the Commission made a 
submission to the Law Reform 
Commission’s AIDS/HIV Antibody 
Project which stated that a person 
cannot be tested for AIDS/HIV with- 
out their informed, voluntary consent. 
The submission also reiterated the 
Code’s prohibition of employers re- 
questing health-related information 
until a firm job offer is made. 
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Legal issues affecting people with disabilities 


The Blind Persons Rights Act, pro- 
claimed in 1976, ensures equal ac- 
cess to accommodation, services or 
facilities that are provided to the pub- 
lic. This is primarily for those with 
Guide Dogs. For example, you can- 
not refuse to let a person and their 
guide dog into a cab. There is a 
maximum penalty of $5,000, 

Sign language interpreters for the 
courts are to be viewed as linguistic 
interpreters. The Criminal Code states 
you have the right to an interpreter in 
criminal proceedings. Interpreters are 
provided by the Ministry of the Attor- 
ney General's office in criminal cases. 

Community legal aid clinics have 
had a policy of accessibility since the 
Abella report on access to legal ser- 
vices by the disabled was released in 
1983. Legal Aid Clinics have a policy 
stating that all new or moving clinics 
are made accessible for both staff 
and clients with physical disabilities. 
The newest clinic in Elliot Lake is 
completely accessible with more 
Slated to become so. 

A toll-free information service is 


now available for people with disabili- 
ties who need access to barrier-free 
courts. Court facilities will accommo- 
date people with impaired sight, hear- 
ing and mobility. 


The toll-free phone service, 1-800- 
387-4456, is operated by the Ontario 
Office for Disability Issues, and will 
direct callers to the appropriate court 
scheduling office. 


How education continues to evolve 


Since the Decade of Disabled per- 
sons was declared in 1983, the Min- 
istry of Education has fundamentally 
changed the way Ontario’s education 
system responds to the needs of per- 
sons with disabilities. 

In 1985, the Education Amena- 
ment Act, 1980 (Bill 82) was fully 
implemented. This legislation requires 
school boards to provide special edu- 
cation programs and services to the 
approximately 150,000 students in 
Ontario whose needs differ signifi- 
cantly from those of other pupils. 

In 1990, the Ministry of Education 
announced that American Sign Lan- 


guage (ASL) andlaLangue des signes 
québécois (LSQ) would become op- 
tional languages of instruction in 
Ontario schools and programs for deaf 
and hard-of-hearing students within 
four years. 

Currently, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion is consulting with school boards 
and awide range of interested groups 
and individuals on the integration of 
students with special needs into local 
community classrooms. This consul- 
tation focuses on how best to achieve 
this goal and how to strengthen the 
role of parents in special education 
decisions. 
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Employment equity soon to be legislated in Ontario 


The government is committed to the 
development and implementation of 
legislation that will ensure equal ac- 
cess to employment for persons with 
disabilities, aboriginal people, racial 
minorities and women in Ontario. 


Higher education 
serves students 


with special needs 


In June 1988, the Ministry of Colleges 
and Universities established a fund to 
increase access for people with dis- 
abilities at Ontario universities. 

The university staff responsible for 
service to students with special needs 
have formed the Inter-University As- 
sociation on Special Needs. Mem- 
bership includes representatives from 
the Office for Disability Issues, the 
College Committee on Special needs 
and the Ministry of Colleges and Uni- 
versities. 

Every collegehas now established 
a special needs office with a special 
needs co-ordinator or consultant. 

In August 1985, the Ministry of 
Colleges and Universities established 
the Educational Support Services Pro- 
gram for deaf and hard-of-hearing 
Students undertaking part-time, 
postsecondary studies in Ontario. 
Through this program, interpreting 
services, notetakers and amplifica- 
tion devices are made available to 
deaf and hard-of-hearing students 


attending colleges, universities and, 


eligible private vocational schools. 
In 1983, the Audio and Braille Tran- 
scription Service for Print-Handi- 
capped Postsecondary Students was 
established by the Ministry of Col- 
leges and Universities. The service 
provides texts and other course ma- 
terials on audio cassette, large print 
orbraille, free of charge to print-handi- 
Capped postsecondary students. 


The Working Group on Employ- 
ment Equity supported policy devel- 
opment on legislated employment 
equity and acted as the advisory body 
to the Minister of Citizenship on em- 
ployment equity issues. 

In March, 1991, the Ontario gov- 
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ernment appointed Juanita 
Westmoreland-Traoré as its first 
employment equity commissioner, 
with a mandate to hold public consul- 
tations and advise the minister onthe 
development of employment equity 
legislation, policies and programs. 
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DO WORK! 


Ontario government employees with disabilities discussed their rights 
during the Ministry of Labour's Centre for Disability and Work conference in 
March. Conference recommendations will assist the government with its 


own employment equity plans. 


Job brokers help achieve results 


The Ministries of Citizenship, Culture 
and Communications and Tourism 
and Recreation participated in a Job 
Broker pilot project focussed on the 
hiring of persons with disabilities. 
Some of the strategies for increas- 
ing employment among persons with 
disabilities include: maintaining a list 
of persons with disabilities who are 
actively looking for employmentinthe 
Ontario government; providing direct 
assistance to potential candidates 


through counselling and referrals; 
holding training workshops for man- 
agement and staff on disability is- 
sues; and bringing government job 
openings and the recruitment pro- 
cess to the attention of advocacy 
groups. 

The workplace accommodation 
program, which ensures that Ontario 
governmentworksites are barrier-free, 
also continues to receive special at- 
tention. 
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Consortium to research and improve assistive devices 


The Assistive Devices Program was 
set up in 1982 in response to the 
International Year of the Disabled, to 
assist in the purchase of devices used 
to help overcome disabilities. It usu- 
ally pays 75 per cent of the cost of 
purchasing these devices, which be- 
come the property of those who use 
them. Theuser pays 25 percent. The 
program originally covered only those 
18 and under, but coverage of most 
devices has been extendedto all ages. 

In October, 1991, the Ministry of 
Health awarded $15-million over 10 
years to a consortium to research and 
develop improved assistive devices 
for people with disabilities. As part of 
the government's economic renewal 
strategy, the Hugh MacMillan Reha- 


Community services 
continue to expand 
disability programs 


The Ministry of Community and So- 
cial Services’ 1988 Statement in the 
Legislature “Northern Initiatives for 
Children with Special Needs” repre- 
sents a long-term strategy to improve 
assessment and treatment services 
for children in Northern Ontario. 

In April, 1990, the Ministry an- 
nounced funding to expand attendant 
care to nearly 1,000 additional con- 
sumers. 

In May,1991 the Back on Track 
Announcement stated that special 
necessities such as wheelchairs and 
respiratory supplies will be provided 
to all benefit recipients who needthem. 
Parents may now bequeath moder- 
ate sums of money to disabled chil- 
dren without loss of eligibility for so- 
cial assistance. Personal needs al- 
lowances for those living in institu- 
tions also increased. 

Also in May 1991, the “Flying on 
My Own Conference” announced 


bilitation Centre was chosen to co- 
ordinate the work of expert teams of 
researchers province-wide. 

This new team, called the Reha- 
bilitation Technology Research and 
Development Consortium is the first 
research body of its kind in Ontario 
specifically mandated to work solely 
for the advancement of assistive de- 
vice technology and the manufacture 
of better products. More than 60 
public and private organizations will 
participate in and support the work of 
the consortium, including universities, 


consumer groups, rehabilitative health 
care providers and assistive device 
manufacturers. 

Twelve new treatment programs 
for those with acquired brain injury 
will receive funding provided jointly 
by the Ministries of Health and Com- 
munity and Social Services. Seven 
hospital-sponsored programs will 
work with their community-based part- 
ners to provide health professional 
assessments, cognitive rehabilitation 
and other individualized therapeutic 
services. 


Advisory Council decade highlights 


Since 1987, the Ontario Advisory Council on Disability Issues has re- 
leased major reports on transportation, independent living and employ- 


ment. 


The Freedom to Move is Life Itself, released in 1987, has received 
worldwide attention. The focus of the report is that access to transporta- 
tion is the right of every citizen in Canada. 


Independent Living: The Time is Nowcame out in 1988. As a result, 
the provision of independent living assistance is being reviewed as part of 
the proposed reform of long-term care. 


Workable: Fulfilling the potential of peopie with disabilities was re- 


leased in 1990. 


Its major recommendation was the introduction of 


employment equity legislation to ensure that people with disabilities have 


access to job opportunities. 


The Council’s primary concerns for the next three years are children’s 
issues, community support for persons with psychiatric and/or develop- 
mental disabilities, and the sensitization and education of professionals 
and decision-makers about the capabilities and the needs of people with 


disabilities. 


strategies of local service access or- 
ganization and consolidation of home 
services to bring the Long-Term Care 
system in line with current needs and 
wishes of consumers. In June 1991 it 
was announced that $647-million will 
be invested in long-term care ser- 
vices by 1996-1997. Almost $440- 
million of this will be for community 


programs. Services such as nursing 
visits, homemaker visits and atten- 
dant care will increase. 

During National Access Awareness 
Week - MCSS agreed to assist the 
Canadian Hearing Society with its 
apprenticeship training program for 
interpreters through a grant of ap- 
proximately $200,000. 
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Emergence of the Independent Living Movement 


By: Sandra Carpenter 


The Industrial Revolution was char- 
acterized by placing people with dis- 
abilities in institutions. The numbers 
of institutionalized people increased 
dramatically after the two world wars. 
Governments quickly moved to es- 
tablish programs through institutions 
modeled after medical, rehabilitation, 
or charitable structures. 

Inthe seventies, we saw the emer- 
gence of the civil rights’ movement 
which was a Catalyst for major social 
and institutional change. People with 
disabilities started to question the la- 
bels society had placed on them and 
began to actively seek alternatives to 
the increasing “medicalization” of 
services. 

The Centre for Independent Liv- 
ing, in Berkeley, California, was the 
first of its kind inthe world. The Berke- 
ley centre offered services based on 
a model which defined a disabled 
person as a ‘consumer’ of services. 
This was the birth of the Independent 
Living Movement. 

One of the more significant devel- 
opments in the Decade of Disabled 
Persons is the emergence of the In- 
dependent Living Movement in 
Canada. The Canadian style of the 
movement is actualized through a 
series of Independent Living Centres 
(ILC’s) allacross Canada. In Ontario, 
we Currently have six centres plus the 
headquarters of the Canadian Asso- 
ciation of Independent Living Centres 
(CAILC). 

Canada was introduced to inde- 
pendent living by Dr. Gerben DeJong 
at the 1980 Coalition of Provincial 
Organizations of the Handicapped 


(COPOH) conference held in 


Vancouver. In1981,aworkshopwas 
held to examine the possibilities for 
Canada. Shortly thereafter, the first 
ILC was established in Kitchener. 

A second ILC was organized in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1984. By 
1985, two more centres in Ontario 
(Thunder Bay, and Toronto) were in 
various stages of development. 


People involved in various centres 
expressed an interest in networking 
to pool information and resources. 
CAILC was formed in 1985 in re- 
sponse to this interest. Since that 
time centres have been established 
in the Niagara Region, Ottawa and 
Kingston. 

By 1990 there was much cause for 
reflection. The Canadian approach 
to Independent Living Centres differs 
from the American. Canadian cen- 
tres chose to focus on individual ad- 
vocacy, rather than systemic or col- 
lective advocacy. This has resulted 
in the development of parallel tracks 
of the “consumer”, and “independent 
living” movements. 

This delicate partnership has meant 


that consumer groups like Person’s 
United for Self-Help (PUSH) Ontario 
can concentrate more on community 
development and less on individual 
problems. It has also meant that 
because ILC’s are considered pro- 
viders of “soft services,” disabled 
people find themselves at the table 
with service providers more oftenthan 
in the past. 

In general, the emergence of the 
Independent Living Movement 
throughout the Decade of Disabled 
Persons has been a signal of the 
growing strength of the disabled com- 
munity all across Canada. We can 
expect equally significant changes in 
the next ten years as well. 


Ontario Building Code revisions have 
increased barrier-free housing 


Ontario was one of the first provinces 
to introduce barrier-free requirements 
to the Ontario Building Code in the 
mid-1970s and has been a leader in 
the introduction of barrier-free access 
requirements to its code since then. 

Changes are made to the code 
every four or five years. The most 
recent changes were introduced in 
1990. It is expected that the code will 
be amended in 1995. 

A committee, with membership 
derived from many sectors, including 
individuals representing the building 
industry and persons with disabilities 
was established to advise the prov- 
ince in the development of the 1990 
amendments. 

Special Needs Housing - until the 
early 1980s, persons with disabilities 
had to be capable of independent 
living before they were eligible to live 
in social housing. Today, the ministry 
recognizes the needs of this client 


group. Non-profit groups are encour- 
aged to designup to 10 percent ofthe 
units in their buildings for persons 
with special needs. Atleast 5 percent 
of the units must be physically acces- 
sible. 

Inthe last decade, there has been 
a significant shift in philosophy re- 
garding accommodation and services 
for persons with special needs. In 
particular, there has been a move- 
ment towards community living and 
away from institutional settings. 

The Ontario Housing Corporation 
(OHC) has also been required to ex- 
pand its access to persons with dis- 
abilities. With the extension of eligi- 
bility requirements in the last few 
years, persons with disabilities in- 
Cluding physical, developmental and 
psychiatric, who can live indepen- 
dently or with supports, now make up : 
a significant component of the OHC 
tenant population. 


Government acknowledges access to transportation is vital 


In 1986 the Ministry of Transportation 
established a full-time unit respon- 
sible for raising awareness of trans- 
portation issues for disabled and eld- 
erly consumers. 

The Wheelchair Accessible Taxi 
Demonstration program was an- 
nounced in 1988. The vehicle rental 
program evolved out of it. Operators 
received capital incentive grants of 
$5,000 for each vehicle designed to 
transport disabled passengers. In 
May, 1991, the min- 
istry doubled capital 
incentive grants to] 
$10,000 to licensed 
taxi operators for the Fam... 
purchase of each 
accessible taxi. 


In May 1990, the | ss" 


Ministry of Transpor- 
tation introduced the @# 
new disabled person 
parking permit bearing the Interna- 
tional Symbol for the Disabled to re- 
place the special licence plate. The 
permit is portable and can be used in 
any vehicle by either driver or pas- 
senger. 

In June 1990, the province for- 
mally committed itself to the principle 
of fully-accessible public transporta- 
tion. Municipalities providing special 
transit services have increased from 
58 in 1987 to 143 in 1991. Passenger 
trips projected for 1991 were 3.5- 
million, nearly double that of 1986. 
The ministry provides financial, tech- 
nical and technological assistance to 
municipalities delivering the service. 

People in Motion, the first show of 
its kind in Canada, was held in June of 
1990 at the Canadian National Exhi- 
bition in Toronto. The show provided 
a forum for technology, equipment 
and services from across North 
America, as well as an important 
venue for career opportunities for 
persons with disabilities. The 3rd 
Annual People in Motion show is 
scheduled for June 5th and 6th, 1992 
at the Queen Elizabeth Building, 


Exhibition Place, Toronto. 

In 1991 the “Action for Access” 
report was released. Its objective is 
to increase the mobility options avail- 
able to the disabled community and 
elderly residents of Metropolitan 
Toronto by improving access to the 
public transportation network. The 
report was produced by a joint review 
committee with members from user 
groups, labour, Metropolitan Toronto 
and the provincial government, in- 
cluding 
the Office 
for Disabil- 
ity Issues. 
It contains 
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range of 
issues including the establishment of 
anew Advisory Committee on Acces- 


sible Transportation, the use of ac- 
cessible taxis to augment Wheel- 
Trans service, fully accessible new 
subway stations and rennovations to 
20 existing subway stations, low floor 
vehicle technologies, etc. 

In May, 1991, the ministry commit- 
ted GO Transit to developing a strat- 
egy to introduce accessible rail ser- 
vice between 30 key stations in 1993, 
phasing in the remaining stations by 
the mid-1990s. The goal is to intro- 
duce accessible service on all trains 
at approximately 60 per cent of the 
stations during 1993. Other stations 
will become accessible as elevators 
are installed in an ongoing retrofit 
program at a rate of two or three 
stations per year. 

In February 1992, the Passenger 
Mobility and Services Office of the 
Passenger Transportation Policy 
Branch, was established with em- 
phasis oncustomers/users of various 
transportation services. 


People with disabilities need 
integration in leisure activities 


The Ontario Sports Awards (OSA) 
are presented annually to recognize 
outstanding involvement and partici- 
pation in amateur sport and fitness. 
In 1983, a provincial sports award 
dinner was held to honour disabled 
athletes, and in 1986, anew award — 
the Dr. Robert Jackson Award — 
was created to honour Ontario’s out- 
standing disabled athlete. 

The Ontario Games for the Physi- 
cally Disabled became an annual 
event in 1989. The Ministry of Tour- 
ism and Recreation (MTR) also funds 
regional games for disabled athletes 
under this program. 

In 1989/90, MTR mounted an edu- 
cation program, the Project Challenge 
initiative, to raise awareness of the 
needs of physically disabled travel- 


lers. Building on this, in 1991 MTR 
produced the award-winning video, 
Open for Business to educate the 
tourism and recreation industries 
about improving access. 

In 1991 the Ministry of Tourism 
and Recreation announced major 
changes to its funding criteriato reach 
out to people in eight priority groups, 
including persons with disabilities. 

Two ofthese initiatives — the Com- 
munity Recreation Development Pro- 
gram and Sport for Disabled Ontario 
— were refocussed in May/91 as part 
of À Fresh Approach to Recreation 
Funding. The ministry is working 
closely with its partners at the local 
and provincial levels to help remove 
barriers that prevent equal participa- 
tion and healthy, active lives. 
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Public has a say in amendments to the Advocacy Act 


The Ontario government has re- 
sponded to public input on proposed 
legislation to protect the rights of vul- 
nerable adults, by tabling amend- 
ments to the four proposed Acts. 
The tabling of amendments fol- 
lowed public hearings held last Feb- 
ruary and March when more than 140 
special interest groups and individu- 
als made formal presentations to the 
Standing Committee on Administra- 


tion of Justice on Bills 74, 108, 109, 
and 110. Approximately 200 written 
submissions were also received by 
the Committee. 

After listening to suggestions from 
the public, the government _ intro- 


duced changes to the following 
legislation: 
* The Advocacy Act, Bill 74 
* The Substitute Decisions Act, 
Bill 108 


* The Consent to Treatment Act, 

Bill 109 

* The Consent and Capacity 

Statute Law Amendment Act, 

Bill 110 

Further public hearings by the 
Standing Committee will be held over 
the summer in an effort to ensure that 
appropriate balance and co-ordina- 


( Cont'd on p. 6) 
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During National Access Awareness Week, Minister Elaine Ziemba, (centre right) cut the ribbon with her parliamentary 
assistant Gary Malkowski (centre left) to open a communications exhibit featuring equipment and technology for use 
by people with disabilities. Looking on are (L to R): Gladys Rothman, lan Bailey, Denise Beaumont, Angela Palmer, 
Mary Rose Cowen, Judy Bauer, Hank Antolic, Kerry Wadman, Nancy Mactavish and John DeMarco. 
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Community Action Award Winners 


During National Access Awareness Week Minister Elaine Ziemba (at podium) 
presented Community Action Awards to 12 people who have made outstand- 
ing efforts to help people with disabilities. The recipients received a standing 
ovation. In the front row (L to R) are: David Skinner of Ashton and his wife 
Sarah Skinner, Bunny Waechter of Waterloo, Peter Ramsay of Belleville, 
Paula Saunders of Kitchener, Marjorie Platt of North York, Martin Larocque 
of North Bay and Ronald Ross of Thunder Bay. 

Inthe back row (L to R) are: Huguette Burroughs of Cornwall, accepting on 
behalf of Jennie Deagle of Caledonia was her daughter Joyce Groves, 

Lorraine Lavigueur of marie Raymond Rempel of Virgil and David 
Onley of ou 


Partnership will put people to work 


The Jobs Ontario Training Fundwill address the employment needs of people 
with disabilities, women and racial minorities. By the fall, the program will be 
available province-wide. 

Richard Allen, Ontario’s Minister of Skills Development with responsibility 
for the Fund, hailed the pre-employment training as a key component. The 
Jobs Ontario Training Fund is a three year, billion dollar job creation and skills 
development program, bringing together private employers, training institu- 
tions, and people who are on social assistance or whose unemployment 
insurance benefits have run out. 

The program is designed to be flexible so that accommodation issues for 
people with disabilities will be addressed. 

“Job readiness is critical in today’s economy,” said Minister Allen. “Partici- 
pants will learn computer and communications skills, as well as upgrading 
basic literacy and math, so crucial to finding employment.” 

Information about this program is available through the Training Hotline at 
1-800-387-5656. TDD users can call 1-800-387-0743. 


Seatbelt usage 
reduces injuries 


Wearing a seat belt is not an option — 


it’s the law. 

Hospitalization and rehabilitation 
costs for motorists injured while not 
wearing seat belts are twice that of 
users, according to the Ontario 
Ministrry of Transportation. Statistics 
show that wearing a Seat belt reduces 
the risk of serious injury and the like- 
lihood of being thrown from a vehicle 
during a collision. 

“We have expanded our view of 
health from treating illness and injury 
to include emphasizing ways in which 
we can stay healthy,” said Health 
Minister Francis Lankin. “Wearing a 
seat belt is one of the preventative 
measures we can take to achieve this 
goal.” 

A survey conducted by Transport 
Canada in October, 1992 indicates 
that although the number of people 
who are buckling up has risen, almost 
one in five drivers still does not use a 
seat belt. So, buckle up for safety’s 
sake. 
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Changes are being made to help more people find work 


The Ontario Ministry of Community 
and Social Services is taking mea- 
sures to help more people find em- 
ployment. 

Marion Boyd, Ontario’s Minister of 
Community and Social Services, an- 
nounced initial plans to save over 
$300-million in social assistance costs 
by helping more people move into the 
workforce and other sources of in- 
come support, and by increasing the 
efficiency and effectiveness of the 
system. 

The new measures include: 

* Hiring 450 new provincial staff at 
a cost of about $18- 
millionto improve ser- 
vice to social assis- 
tance recipients and 
to carry out many of 
the new measures. 
The staff will be tar- 
geted to areas of the province where 
the growth in numbers of people re- 
ceiving family benefits has been great- 
est. 

Social assistance caseloads are 
expected to continue to increase over 
the next several years. In the last two 
years the social assistance caseload 
has increased by 69 per cent. The 
additional staff will work with appli- 


Initial plans should save over 
$300-million in social assistance 
costs by helping more people 

move into the workforce 


cants to explore their goals and po- 
tential and possible employment and 
training opportunities. 

* Changes to the eli- 
gibility requirements for 
the Supports to Employ- 
ment Program (STEP) 
to prevent many mod- 
erate income earners from qualifying 
for social assistance. For people 
already on STEP or already receiving 
social assistance, there will be no 
change to the program. There is, 
however, an exemption for work-re- 
lated expenses for persons with dis- 


abilities. 
* Increased efforts to make social 
assistance recipients aware of STEP 


as an in- 
centive to 
enter the 
workforce. 
A work incentive exemption allows 
25 percent of arecipient’s earnings to 
be retained when calculating the 


Budget focuses on essential services 


In releasing the 1992 Budget, Trea- 
surer Floyd Laughren announced re- 
forms to a number of provincial pro- 
grams to improve efficiency and con- 
tain costs while preserving essential 
services. He said measures wouldbe 
put in place to help low-income and 
other disadvantaged groups. 

Laughren said, “one thing people 
have told us over and over was that 
they want us to preserve the health, 
education and social programs that 
have been the hallmark of our soci- 
ety. This year we are spending $38.3- 
billion — just under 70 per cent of our 
total budget — on these essential 
services.” 


The Ontario government will sup- 
port the provision of 20,000 non-profit 
affordable housing units to be allo- 
cated overthree years underthe Jobs 
Ontario Homes Fund. This is in addi- 
tion to the 10,000 units announced in 
the 1991 Budget. Efforts to improve 
expenditure management in non-profit 
housing will result in cost reductions 
this year of $19-million. 

An additional $100-million will be 
provided this year for long-term care 
reform, to expand health and support 
services for the elderly and for people 
with disabilities, with an emphasis on 
providing services at home. 


Benefits will be deposited directly 
into recipients' bank accounts 


amount to be deducted from social 
assistance. 


RES: 

There is an exemption for  |tablish- 
ing links 

work-related expenses for |,” + 4, 
persons with disabilities other 
provin- 


cial and federal programs to identify 
those eligible for support from other 
sources, such as Canada Pension, 
Unemployment Insurance, or child 
support. The additional staff will in- 
crease Ministry efforts to assist people 
to secure that support. 

* With the addition of staff, better 
detection and reduction of fraud to 
ensure that people on the system are 
those who truly need assistance. 

* Increased efforts to recover over- 
payments paid to clients who have 
left the social assistance system. 

* Studying the potential efficiency 
and effectiveness of having family 
benefits recipients report earnings 
more of- 
ten than 
every 
fourto six 
months, as is now the case. 

* Expanding the voluntary program 
of depositing benefits directly into re- 
cipients’ bank accounts. 

Marion Boyd, Ontario’s Minister of 
Community and Social Services, said 
the new measures are consistent with 
other government efforts to provide 
opportunities for more people to leave 
social assistance, including the new 
Jobs Ontario Training Fund, which 
will create thousands of new jobs and 
training opportunities for social assis- 
tance recipients and people who are 
no longer eligible for unemployment 
insurance. 
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Disability Issues, chats with Douglas Mayer, Access Fund Co-ordinator at the Office for Disability Issues in front of 
the Ministry's display unit. Conference delegates from about 100 countries met in April to compare notes and 
strategies on disability issues at the Independence '92 congress at the Vancouver Trade and Convention Centre. 


Gary Malkowski (right), parliamentary assistiant to Elaine Ziemba, Minister of Citizenship with responsibility for 


Reforming the jury selection process 


The Attorney General’s ministry is 
taking steps to ensure that people 
with disabilities can serve as jurors. 

Attorney General Howard Hamp- 
ton has announced a review of the 
jury selection process and the estab- 
lishment of a race relations unit in his 
ministry. 

A review team is examining the 
jury selection process to ensure that 
jury panels include all members of 


Substance abuse 
information now 
available onTDD 


People with disabilities will find it easier 
to get information about substance 
abuse, thanks to changing technol- 
ogy at the Addiction Research Foun- 
dation (ARF). 

ARF has made its information line 
totally compatible with the Telecom- 
munication Device for the Deaf or 
TDD format. This will make it easier 
for people who are deaf to get infor- 
mation about substance abuse. The 
ARF worked closely with the deaf 
community to ensure that the mes- 
sages are sensitive to the needs of 
people who are deaf. 

The Foundation is also working to 
make the information line more ac- 
cessible to people who are visually 
impaired. With help from the Cana- 
dian National Institute for the Blind, 
the ARF is using braille, extra large 
print and recorded messages to pro- 
mote awareness of INFO-ARF. 

A new pamphlet, “Taking Care,” 
outlines useful information on drugs 
commonly prescribed to people with 
disabilities. 

INFO-ARF can be reached by dial- 
ing 595-6111 in Metro Toronto or, toll- 
free, 1-800-INFO-ARF in the rest of 
Ontario. 


society, and that the selection pro- 
cess for the final 12 jurors is fair. The 
review team will consider such ques- 
tions as: 

* Do the present methods of pay- 
ing jurors or the lack of wage protec- 
tion dissuade low-income persons 
from responding to jury notices? 

* Are there more steps that need to 
be taken to ensure that visible minori- 
ties, aboriginal persons and persons 
with disabilities can serve as jurors? 

* Should we consider using addi- 
tional methods of selecting those who 
receive jury notices, beyond the reli- 
ance on assessment roles? 


New publication 
illustrates varied 
housing options 


The Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC) expects that 
people with disabilities will increas- 
ingly demand agreater choice of hous- 
ing options. 

The CMHC, in co-operation with 
the Ontario Office for Disability Is- 
sues, produced a publication called 
“Housing Choices.” It is now working 
with other government agencies, the 
non-profit and private sectors, and 
consumers to figure out how to imple- 
ment the kinds of options illustrated. 


The first wheelchair accessible taxi 
service for a First Nation is now oper- 
ating at the Wasauksing First Nation 
on Parry Island, south of Parry Sound, 
with financial support from the Ontario 
Ministry of Transportation. 

The ministry, which encourages 
and supports alternative transporta- 
tion choices through incentives to 
service operators, provideda $10,000 


Fall conference 
on autism 


The Geneva Centre is present- 
ing the 1992 Symposium on 
Autism on October 29 and 30, 
1992 at the Metro Toronto Con- 
vention Centre. 

Keynote speakers are Rose- 
mary Crossley of Victoria, Aus- 
tralia and Dr. Douglas Biklen of 
Syracuse, New York. 

Presentation topics include: 
Facilitated Communication and 
Special Education, Autism and 
Fragile X, Asperger's Syndrome, 
Pre-school Service Options and 
Auditory Training. 

For registration material and 
for further information contact: 

The Geneva Centre 

111 Merton Street 

4th Floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4S 3A7 

(416) 322-7877 


The main purpose of this publica- 
tion is to increase public awareness 
of the range and types of accommo- 
dation options that are, or could be 
available to Canadians with disabili- 
ties. 

Print or audio copies of the publi- 
cation “Housing Choices” can be ob- 
tained from the Ontario Office for Dis- 
ability Issues at (416) 326-0111 or 1- 
800-387-4456, or from your local 
CMHC office. 


Native community has accessible taxi 


grant to the Wasauksing Cab Com- 
pany towards the purchase of the 
specially converted mini-van. 

Wasauksing joins 35 municipali- 
ties in the province that now have 
wheelchair accessible taxi service. 
During the last two years the ministry 
has provided $750,000 to assist op- 
erators in purchasing specially 
equipped vehicles. 


Advocacy Act 


amendments 
( Cont'd from p. 1) 


tion exists in and among the Acts. 
Third reading and Royal Assent are 
anticipated inthe autumn sessionwith 
proclamation and implementation to 
foilow next year. 

The Government’s amendments to 


for personalcare to be used for people 
who are able to make some, but not 
all, personal care decisions for them- 
selves. These representatives would 
be permitted to make such decisions 
when aperson was incapable of mak- 
ing them and didn't object. In these 
circumstances, no formalassessment 
of capacity would be required. 
Another significant aspect of the 
amendments will permit people who 
experience episodes of mental inca- 
pacity to prepare for those situations, 


the Advocacy while they 
Act, an-[ Amendments to the Advocacy are men- 
nounced by! Act will strengthen the role of _ |tally_ ca- 
the Ministerof He : pable, by 
Citizenship| families and other caregivers designat- 
with respon- ing their 


sibility for Senior’s Issues and Disabil- 
ity Issues, Elaine Ziemba, will 
strengthen the role of families and 
other caregivers through representa- 
tionon advisory committees appointed 
by the Minister. 

Provisions will also be incorporated 
into the Act to allow advocates to 
provide some services to safeguard 
the health or safety of a vulnerable 
person who cannot provide instruc- 
tions if he or she is at risk of serious 
harm. 

The role of advocates would be 
further clarified by explicitly stating 
that they are not substitute decision 
makers and are bound by client in- 
structions. Other amendments would 
establish a complaints procedure and 
strengthen the mechanisms for the 
accountability of advocates. 

Amendments have also been intro- 
duced by Attorney General Howard 
Hampton to the Substitute Decisions 
Act. The amendments will allow people 
to make powers of attorney for per- 
sonal care based on a knowledge of 
whom they trust. 

Furthermore, they would permit rep- 
resentatives with powers of attorney 


power of attorney in advance. 
Amendments to the Consent to 
Treatment Act were also introduced 


by the Minister of Health, Frances 
Lankin, which propose clear and con- 
sistent requirements for obtaining 
patient consent in the provision of 
health care. 

Amendments to the Consent to 
Treatment legislation include ex- 
panded provisions for health practi- 
tioners to provide treatment in an 
emergency; no reference to age in 
determining the mental capacity of 
patients; and, rights advice will play a 
more limited role in treatment set- 
tings. 

Bills 74, 108 and 109 require 
changes to existing legislation, in- 
cluding the Child and Family Services 
Act, the Mental Health Act, and the 
Freedom of Information Act. These 
changes are reflected in the Consent 
and Capacity Statute Law Amend- 
ment Act, Bill 110. 


New Advisory Council appointments 


Three new members have been ap- 
pointed and a vice-chairperson re- 
appointed to the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Disability Issues by Elaine 
Ziemba, Minister of Citizenship with 
responsibility for Disability Issues. 

The 14-member council, which was 
established in 1975, provides advice 
to the Minister of Citizenship on mat- 
ters of concern io people with disabili- 
ties. Council members serve as indi- 
viduals, instead of representing an 
association or a particular disability. 

Shaunna Kennedy of Concord has 
a background in industrial engineer- 
ing. She is a volunteer for the York 
Region Head Injury Support Group of 
the Ontario Head Injury Association. 
Shaunna sustained a head injury in 
an automobile accident. She is also 
active in the National Association of 
Japanese Canadians. 

Joanne Nother of Sudbury works 
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asthe employment equity co-ordinator 
in the Sudbury Taxation Centre. She 
also serves on the National Advisory 
Committee on Employees with Dis- 
abilities, under the Deputy Minister of 
Taxation, and has a long history of 
volunteer work in non-profit associa- 
tions. She is chairperson of Persons 
United for Self-Help (PUSH) North 
East. 

Ronald Ross of Thunder Bay has 
25 years of experience with disability 
issues and on the delivery of rehabili- 
tation, vocational and social services. 
A paraplegic for 31 years, he has 
served as vice-president of the Cana- 
dian Paraplegic Association and is 
chairperson of PUSH North West. He 
is also the president of the firm Rosco 
1 Disabled Driving Equipment and 
Products Incorporated. 

Nancy Stone of Niagara Falls was 
reappointed as vice-chairperson. As 
the parent of a son who is develop- 
mentally disabled, Nancy Stone has 
had a long involvement in volunteer 
activities Concerning people with dis- 
abilities. She is past president of the 
Ontario Association for Community 
Living and president of the Niagara 
Children’s Services Committee. 
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Employment equity bill to be phased in after consultation 


Minister of Citizenship Elaine Ziemba 
has introduced mandatory employ- 
ment equity legislation for Ontario. 
The legislation will enable people with 
disabilities, Aboriginal peoples, 
Francophones, racial minorities and 
women to participate fully in the eco- 
nomic opportunities of this province 
and to contribute to the economic 
renewal of Ontario. 

“Accessingthe talents and abilities 
of this substantial pool of qualified 


people is simply good management, 
andessentialto competing in a global 
economy,” said the Minister. “We 
intend to work closely with the busi- 
ness community to maximize the 
many tangible benefits of employ- 
ment equity.” 

The employment equity bill sets 
out varying degrees of requirements 
foremployers indifferent sectors. The 
Ontario Public Service, broader pub- 
lic sector employers (ie. hospitals and 
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universities) with 50 or more employ- 
ees andprivate sector employers with 
100 or more employees, will be sub- 
ject to full requirements, including: a 
workforce analysis to determine the 
present status of their employees; a 
review of formal and informal employ- 
ment practices to identify any that 
may be discriminatory; and the devel- 
opment and implementation of anem- 
ployment equity plan. 

Streamlined requirements will be 
developed for broader pub- 
lic sector employers with 10 
_ | to 49 employees, and pri- 

1 vate sector employers with 
| 50 to 99 employees. The 
| governments will also give 
| special consideration to the 
unique circumstances of 
| particular sectors or indus- 
| tries such as the construc- 
= tion industry. 

The legislation will be 
phased in as follows: 12 
months after proclamation 
of the Employment Equity 
Act for the Ontario Public 
Service; 18 months afterthe 
proclamationforthe broader 
public sector; and 18 to 36 
months after the proclama- 
tion for private employers, 
| depending on their size. 
The legislation follows 
- extensive, province-wide 
consultation. From Decem- 
ber 1991 to February 1992, 
Employment Equity Com- 


( Cont'd on p. 4) 


Carol Dobson throws a javelin during the 17th annual Ontario Games for the 
Physically Disabled. She was one of the more than 300 athletes to compete. 


Partnership is essential to achieving human rights reform 


An independent task force has pro- 
posed major changes to the Ontario 
Human Rights Code to eliminate dis- 
crimination in both the Code and its 
enforcement system. 

“Changes are needed urgently,” 
said Mary Cornish, Chair of the Ontario 
Human Rights Code Review Task 
Force. The task force, appointed by 
Minister of Citizenship Elaine Ziemba, 
made 88 recommendations in its re- 
port “Achieving Equality: A Report on 
Human Rights Reform” after review 
of the current Code and enforcement 
system and widespread consultations. 

Ms. Cornish said the proposed Hu- 
man Rights enforcement system 
would “set Ontario on a firm footing in 
its quest to achieve equality for all its 
citizens.” It is designed to reduce dis- 
crimination through education and to 
simplify and accelerate the complaints 
process. 

The proposed system presents 
the public with options and is com- 
munity-driven. It is built around 
four cornerstones for achieving 
equality: 


* aconsumer perspective which 
supports, empowers and presents 
consumers of the system with op- 
tions on how to best deal with a 
human rights claim 


Proposed changes to 
Human Rights Code 


are community-driven 


* a community-driven focus 
which empowers the regions of 
Ontario to ensure a strong and 
responsive human rights system 

* apro-active approach of build- 
ing equity into every facet of 
Ontario life by working with em- 
ployers, accommodation and ser- 
vice providers to develop mea- 
sures and policies to ensure com- 
pliance without having to file 
claims 

* an effective but accessible 
claim resolution process where 
compliance is not forthcoming 

The task force recommends re- 


New omnibus bill will help improve 
the lives of people with disabilities 


Bill C-78, an omnibus bill concerning people with disabilities, received 


Royal Assent on June 18. 


“It is a significant step for all Canadians because the measures in the 
new law provide meaningful changes, in various areas, that will help over 
three million Canadians with disabilities,” said Robert de Cotret, Secre- 
tary of State and Minister Responsible forthe Status of Disabled Persons. 

Bill C-78 contained amendments to six laws at once, improving the 
lives of persons with disabilities in several areas. It includes legislation to 
ensure full access to the electoral process, better access to Canada’s 
national transportation system, access to alternate formats to print 
information contained in government records and provisions to guaran- 
tee equal treatment with respect to citizenship. 

Amendments to the Canada Election Act, Citizenship Act, Criminal 
Code and National Transportation Act came into effect in June, while 
amendments to the Access to Information Act and Privacy Act will come 


into force Oct. 1. 


structuring the Human Rights Com- 
mission, creating regional Equality 
Rights Centres to hear discrimination 
complaints and raising fines against 
those found guilty of human rights 
infringements. 

A revitalized Commission to be 
known as “Human Rights Ontario” 
would no longer process all claims 
but could play an important role in 
overcoming discrimination in ser- 
vices, such as health services, edu- 
cation and transportation. 

In partnership with community 
groups, aprovincial Equality Services 
Board representing the claimant com- 
munity in all regions of Ontario would 
provide consumer-oriented and com- 
munity-driven advocacy services to 
claimants. 

Other recommendations in- 
clude: 

* acknowledging the “historic 
systemic discrimination” against 
persons because of their disability 

* improving funding fornewand 
existing organizations with spe- 
cial expertise on equality rights, 
such as the Advocacy Resource 
Centre for the Handicapped 

* ensuring that the Equality 
Rights Tribunal and Human Rights 
Commission services are acces- 
Sible (i. e. availability of a telecom- 
munications device for the deaf) 
and regional offices are physically 
accessible to all Ontarians 

* monitoring equality reports 
from ministries and special offices 
such as the Office for Disability 
Issues, the Anti-Racism Secre- 
tariat, the Women’s Directorate and 
the Office for Seniors’ Issues 

The three-member Task Force in- 
cluded Rick Miles, a well-known ad- 
vocate for the disabled community, 
and Ratna Omidvar, newly-elected 
president of the Ontario Council of 
Agencies Serving Immigrants. Ms. 
Cornish is a respected human rights 
and labor relations lawyer and a mem- 
ber of the Premier’s Councilon Health, 
Well-Being and Social Justice. 


| 
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Improving access to 45 communities will boost employment 


Funding of $2-million from 
jobsOntario Capital will be used to 
improve physical accessibility for 
people with disabilities and senior 


citizens in 45 communities across 
| Ontario. 


The Access Fund, a program of 


| the Office for Disability Issues andthe 
| Office for Senior's Issues of the Min- 
| istry of Citizenship will receive the 
| special allocation over two years. 


| people with disabilities and senior 


_ which will upgrade its fire alarm sys- 


tem for people who are deaf and the 
Silver Water Recreation Centre which 
will add an exterior ramp to improve 
accessibility. 

The five-year, $2.3-billion program, 
jobsOntario Capital will support jobs 
and economic restructuring while pro- 
moting community and social 
progress. This year’s projects are 
ones that will be put into place as 


“We're renovating facilities so that 


citizens can use and enjoy commu- 
nity services that would otherwise be 
unavailable to them,” said Elaine 
Ziemba, Minister of Citizenship with 
responsibility for Seniors’ and Dis- 
ability Issues. “Atthe same time we're 
creating jobs in the construction in- 
dustry.” 

Approved projects include the Ca- 
nadian Association for Independent 
Living Centre at Ottawa-Carleton 


Ontario government demonstrates 
its commitment to accessible transit 


The Ontario government will require all transit buses purchased or leased 
after July 1, 1993 to be equipped with low floors, as part of its commitment 
to fully integrated accessible transit services. 

Transportation Minister Gilles Pouliot said that the announcement dem- 
onstrates the Ontario government’s commitment and support for a transpor- 
tation system that is accessible to all people, including people with disabili- 
ties, frail and elderly persons. 

Under the new policy, allnew transit buses must have low floors that meet 
provincial standards, and must be equipped with easier access features to 
be eligible for funding under the ministry’s municipal transfer payments. 

Low-floor buses will allow more people to use conventional transit, 
freeing up specialized services for people who require greater assistance. 

“All new transit terminals will also have to be fully accessible to qualify for 
the subsidy,” the minister said. “We want transit operators to work with us 
to develop an integrated family of transit services for people with and without 
disabilities.” 

To reach that goal, a January 1994 deadline has been set for municipali- 
ties to identify their requirements and enter into an Accessibility Agreement 
with the Ministry of Transportation. This agreement must be in place if 
municipalities want to continue receiving transit funding after that date. 

The new buses will feature curb-level floors, ramps, and more passenger 
support posts with stop request buttons. In addition, signs on the buses will 
have larger print and a public address system for the driver will be installed. 


quickly as possible in order to give a 
boost to the economy. 

In the past four years, the Access 
Fund, in partnership with non-profit 
organizations, has provided $20-mil- 
lion to create access to employment 
counselling and vocational training 
centres, women’s shelters, commu- 
nity facilities and church-related fa- 
cilities. 


Disability groups employed students 


During the summer 36 students gained work experience in organizations 
serving the disabled community. Funding from the Office for Disability Issues 
enabled 26 organizations across the province to hire summer students for 
eight to 10 weeks in the Summer Experience Program (SEP). 

Positions in various organizations included organizing and leading summer 
camp activities, organizing social activities, research and data compilation, 
developing resource material, information agents and general office help. 
Two students became job coaches for Sarnia area high school students with 
developmental disabilities and one student encouraged employers to hire 
visually disabled people in Hamilton. 


SEP ’92 funding was given to the 
following organizations: CNIB, 
Hamilton; Independent Living Re- 
source Centre, Kingston; CNIB 
Halton Peel, Mississauga; Bob 
Rumball Centre for the Deaf, North 
York; Capital Region Centre for the 
Hearing Impaired and the National 
Educational Association of Disabled 
Students, Ottawa; Sarnia and Dis- 
trict Association for Community Liv- 
ing, Sarnia; Corporation of the City of 
Sault Ste. Marie and the Ontario 
March of Dimes, Sault Ste. Marie; 
Ontario March of Dimes Diskovery 
Program and the Canadian Hearing 
Society, Thunder Bay; Advocacy Re- 
source Centre for the Handicapped; 
Barrier-Free Design Centre; The Ca- 
nadian National Institute forthe Blind; 
Canadian Paraplegic Association; 
Canadian Hearing Society; Hugh 
MacMillan Rehabilitation Centre; 
Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada; 
Ontario Association of the Deaf; 
Ontario Marchof Dimes andthe Spina 
Bifida & Hydrocephalus Association 
of Ontario, Toronto; and the Inde- 
pendent Living Centre,Waterloo. 
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French sign language interpreters are now being trained 


This autumn, 15 to 20 students are 
expectedto enrol in Ontario’s first full- 
time sign language communicator and 
interpreter programs for francophones 
at Sudbury’s Cambrian College of 
Applied Arts and Technology. 

The two-year Communnication en 
langage gestuel program is designed 
to help students develop effective 
communication skills in langue de 


signes québécois (LSQ). The second 
program, Interpretation en langage 
gestuel, offers one year of specializa- 
tion ininterpreting for hard-of-hearing 
and deaf clients following two years 
of study in the Communication pro- 
gram. 

“There is an extreme shortage of 
qualified interpreters to meet the in- 
creasing demand for interpretation 


Prevention of drug abuse under review 


A concerted approach to the problem 
of alcohol, prescription drugs and in- 
haled solvents abuse is the front line 
of the province’s new Substance 
Abuse Strategy. Health Minister 
Frances Lankin says that abuse of 
these legal substances takes a great 
toll on the health of Ontarians. 

Efforts will be aimed especially at 
people with disabilities, homeless 
youth, aboriginal people, women, eld- 
erly people, students and people liv- 
ing with HIV and AIDS. 

The Addiction Research Founda- 
tion estimates that 650,000 Ontarians 
have a drinking problem. More than 
7,000 residents died from alcohol- 
related causes in 1989. 

More than 17,000 Ontarians were 
treated for prescription drug use prob- 
lems in 1985. Estimates are that the 
associated excess health care, law 
enforcement and reduced productiv- 
ity cost Ontario $2.9-billion. 

“We’re bringing together represen- 
tatives from all over government to 
work together with community groups 
and bodies like the Addiction Re- 
search Foundation to tackle the situ- 
ation,” said Ms. Lankin. 

“In keeping with the goals and pri- 
orities for my ministry, we will aim our 


efforts at preventing abuse, or at least 
stopping it in its early stages. It’s 
more effective, both for maintaining 
people’s health and for keeping health 
care costs down, to avoid a problem 
before it starts.” 

“We’ll be dealing with all the deter- 
minants of health — housing, sub- 
stance abuse and a comprehensive 
approach is what we need.” said Ms. 
Lankin. “It’s part of the way we are 
reforming the health care system, as 
are the community-based and pre- 
ventive characteristics of our plans.” 

The ministry will also review its 
existing addictions policies and guide- 
lines inconsultation with district health 
councils, service providers and con- 
sumers. 


services for Franco-Ontarians,” said 
Sharon Murdock, MPP for Sudbury. 
“This program will help meet a real 
need by establishing a pool of sign 
language interpreters to serve Franco- 
Ontarians.” 

Currently, St.Clair College in 
Windsor and Brampton’s Sheridan 
College offer sign language programs 
in English. Sudbury East MPP Shelley 
Martel said the Cambrian College pro- 
grams “will not only give Franco- 
Ontarians who are deaf or hard-of- 
hearing the chance to participate more 


fully intheir communities, but will pro- . 


vide new professional opportunities 
for Francophones in the North.” Ms. 
Martel said studies indicate that 
people who are trained in the North 
tend to stay and work in the North. 

Minister of Colleges and Universi- 
ties Richard Allen said the announce- 
ment is another indication of the 
government’s commitment to elimi- 
nating barriers and improving ser- 
vices to persons with disabilities. He 
added, “Colleges and universities will 
receive more than $10-million this 
year to provide special programs and 
services for students with special 
needs.” 


Employment equity bill (conta trom front page) 


missioner Juanita Westmoreland- 
Traoré held public hearings and fo- 
rums in nine cities, listening to the 
views of the private and broader pub- 
lic sector, labor unions, designated 
group organizations, various interest 
groups and individuals. More than 
400 written briefs were received. The 
government was further guided by an 
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advisory committee, chaired by Min- 
ister Ziemba, comprising business, 
labor and community leaders. 

An advisory group, chaired by the 
employment equity commissioner in- 
cluding representatives of business, 
labor and designated groups, will work 
with the government to draft practical 
and realistic regulations by this fall. 

The Minister said “My ministry will 
convene a working group to consider 
special Employment Equity measures 
for persons with severe disabilities. 
We will also develop an action plan to 
co-ordinate government-wide initia- 
tives involving education, training and 
access to transportation.” 


People with disabilities have a different perspective on policy planning 


Jodey Porter, the Ministry of Health’s new assistant deputy minister for the Health Strategies Group says that “People 
with disabilities bring a special perspective to policy planning in general and a uniquely practical outlook to system 


reform. Each of us has inevitably 
experienced what it’s like to be ‘lefton 
the outside’ because of a system that 
wasn't planned from the ground up 
and put in place to be responsive to 
the consumer. This is evident in the 
wheelchair access that doesn’t work 
orthe braille sign that can’t be located 
in order to read.” 

The former diabetes co-ordinator 
for the Ministry, who has a visual 
impairment, added “I believe that our 
individual and collective experience 
with disability makes us acutely aware 
of the need for consumer account- 
ability and the mandate to humanize 
institutions and systems.” 

The Health Strategies Group, the 
Ministry’s key strategic planning divi- 
sion, was formed to spearhead the 
reform and restructuring of our health 
care system. The Group will address 
the challenges inherent in delivering 
better health care for Ontarians — 
especially the shift in emphasis and 
resources from hospital and illness- 
based care to disease prevention, 
health promotion and community- 
based services. 


Alternatives to print will be made available to students 


Colleges and Universities Minister 
Richard Allen has announced the es- 
tablishment of a Task Force to study 
alternatives to print material for col- 
lege and university students who are 


blind or have low vision. The move. 


will improve the effectiveness of the 
current system of providing transcrip- 
tion services for blind and partially- 
sighted postsecondary students. 

“Our commitmentto enhancing ac- 
cess to postsecondary education for 
people with disabilities has resulted 
in significant changes to the way cer- 
tain services are delivered,” said Mr. 
Allen. 


“l’m confident that the Task Force’s 
recommendations will contribute to 
ensuring that the needs of students 
requiring alternative formats to print 
material are met effectively and effi- 
ciently.” 

The Task Force will review the 
current delivery of services and rec- 
ommend better approaches to pro- 
viding services to blind and partially- 
sighted students based on cost, qual- 
ity andtimeliness of the finished prod- 
uct. It will also study ways to improve 
the delivery of services through co- 
operation between colleges and uni- 
versities and the possible need for a 


structure to co-ordinate services. 

John Rae, president of PAL Read- 
ing Services, is the chair of the 30 
member Task Force. Members in- 
clude students and representatives 
of service providers, special needs 
co-ordinators, college and university 
faculty and librarians, advocacy 
groups, the CNIB, the W. Ross 
MacDonald School, the Office for Dis- 
ability Issues, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and the Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities. The Task Force is ex- 
pected to forward a report by the end 
of June 1993. 
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Toronto marathon 
emphasizes fun 
and integration 


The Shoppers Drug Mart Toronto Mara- 
thon, one of the world’s top ten marathons, 
is putting the emphasis on “family fun” at 
this year’s event, instead of a competition 
only for elite athletes. The marathon will be 
held Sunday, October 4. 

This is the only marathon event in the 
world with five separate races being held 
simultaneously. People are invited to 
participate according to their ability in the 
Wheelchair Marathon, the Wheelchair 
Championship, the 10K Run, the Corpo- 
rate Challenge Relay or the 24 K Student 
Relay. 

Over the past couple of years, this event 
has garnered a reputation of success for its 
commitment to physical fitness and 
fundraising for a variety of non-profit orga- 
nizations. Last year, the Toronto Marathon 
donated more than $50,000 to the Toronto 
Hospital for Sick Children’s substance 
abuse program. This year’s beneficiaries 
will include the Hospital for Sick Children 
and the United Way of Greater Toronto. 

Entry forms are available from Ontario 
Shoppers Drug Mart Stores, The Ontario 
Track & Field Association, 200‘branches of 
Canada Trust, Metroland Honda dealers 
and National Sports Centres. 


Steve Brooks (left), accompanied by his guide runner Bud Willis, 
participates in the Ontario Games held this year at Sudbury. 
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Recreation opportunities expand for people with disabilities 


Ottawa recreation services for per- 
sons with disabilities are receiving a 
$118,315 boost from the Ministry of 
Tourism. 

The grant from the Ministry of 
Tourism's Fresh Approach program 
will be used to improve barrier-free 
access to recreational programs and 
services in Ottawa. 

The funds will support many pro- 
grams, including an audit of barrier- 
free accessibility of all Ottawa parks 


and recreation facilities, recreation 
programs for Francophones with dis- 
abilities and a needs assessment of 
children with autism. 

Recreational services for adults 
with multiple disabilities will also be 
supportedthrough partnership devel- 
opment with the City of Ottawa, pro- 
vincial ministries and non-profit agen- 
cies. 

“The basis of our Fresh Approach 
program is to provide more opportu- 


nities for people of all backgrounds to 
participate in recreation,” said Peter 
North, Ontario Minister of Tourism 
and Recreation. 

The Fresh Approach program is 
designed to help eliminate barriers to 
equal participation in recreation. By 
1994 the program hopes to have en- 
abled Ontario communities to develop 
new recreational opportunities avail- 
able to all Ontarians. 
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Advocacy legislation designed to help vulnerable people 


On December 7, 1992, people from 
the disabled community, who worked 
long and hard to ensure their con- 
cerns were addressed, joined Minis- 
ter Elaine Ziemba to celebrate pas- 
sage of the Advocacy Act. 

Inthe Legislature, the Minister said 
“The Advocacy Act is about empow- 
erment and autonomy. The legisla- 
tive framework is there to see that 
vulnerable adults get the information 
they need to make choices, to be able 
to speak for themselves, where pos- 


sible, or to have an advocate to sup- 
port or speak forthem as they choose. 
By assuming ownership of their own 
lives, people will regain the self-re- 
spect that many of them have lost.” 

In the spring of 1991 Minister 
Ziemba, Attorney General Howard 
Hampton and Health Minister Frances 
Lankin introduced a comprehensive 
package of bills that would become 
the Advocacy Act, the Substitute De- 
cisions Act, andthe Consentto Treat- 
ment Act. 


Scott Seiler, co-chair of the Advocacy Coalition and Minister Elaine Ziemba 
celebrate the strides made by people with disabilities with passage of the 
Advocacy Act before the Legislature recessed in December. 


These Acts, which became law in 
December, have been the subject of 
extensive public hearings and con- 
sultations in which more than 200 
groups and individuals took part. The 
legislation is expected to be imple- 
mented in about one year. 

The sweeping set of reforms in- 
cludes laws that give everyone in 
Ontario the right to prepare a “living 
will” to outline what kind of treatment 
they do and do not want should they 
become unable to communicate their 
wishes in the future; the right to make 
their own decisions about health, fi- 
nancial and personal care; and the 
right to appoint someone to make 
those decisions for them should they 
become incapable of doing so in the 
future. 

The Advocacy Act places respon- 
sibility for the creation of a province- 
wide network of advocates in the 
hands of an independent Advocacy 
Commission. These advocates will 
be responsible, well-trained individu- 
als who will offer vulnerable disabled 
or elderly people the information and 
support they want or need, to assert 
their rights and access services. The 
Advocacy Commission will also ad- 
dress broader issues and gaps in 
service through the efforts of advo- 
cates who focus on systemic issues 
— policies, practices and procedures 
that are detrimental to vulnerable 
persons. 

The Act recognizes that the effec- 
tiveness of the Commission will de- 
pend in part on how well it under- 
stands the needs of the people it will 
serve. Consequently, a majority of its 


( Please see ADVOCACY p.3 ) 


Access to apprenticeship training increases 


The Ministry of Skills Development is 
undertaking initiatives it hopes will 
boost participation by people with dis- 
abilities in Ontario’s Apprenticeship 
Training Program to eight per cent 
from the current low rate of one quar- 
ter of one per cent. 

The Ministry has earmarked more 
than $6.7-millionto help create greater 
accessibility to apprenticeship for 
people with disabilities, visible mi- 
norities, women, aboriginal peoples 
and francophones. The money is 
part of a $13.6-million expansion and 
revitalization initiative. 

Apprenticeship training is a mix of 
on-the-job and school training, usu- 
ally lasting between two and four 
years. Most ofthe time is spent at the 
work site, while school training often 
takes place at a local community col- 
lege. There are 67 trades to choose 
from, such as baker, electrician, ce- 
ment mason, plumber or hairstylist. 

“Apprenticeship is Ontario’s prin- 
cipal workplace training system,” said 
Richard Allen, Minister of Skills De- 
velopment. “More than 53,000 ap- 
prentices and 25,000 employers are 
involved in apprenticeship training. A 
highly skilled workforce is one of the 
best ways to encourage higher value 
added activity in Ontario.” _ 

Industrial training consultants at 
the Ministry’s apprenticeship field of- 
fices will work with organizations that 
serve people with disabilities. The 
consultants will promote the benefits 
of hiring people with disabilities to 
employers, employer associations 
and unions. They'll also help employ- 
ers designtraining programs that meet 
a company’s special needs and will 
provide support and advice to the 


apprentice throughout the training 
period. 

To find out more about working 
with the Ministry to improve access 
for apprentices with disabilities call: 


Toronto Brenda Kritzer 
(416) 326-5795 
Central John Rodenhizer 
(416) 521-7764 
Southwestern Steven J. Blake 
(416) 675-7788 
Eastern Lionel Sauvé 
(613) 731-7100 
Northern Dave Muncaster 


(705) 945-6815 


Disability Network 
into third season 


The Disability Network, affection- 
ately known as D-Net, has re- 
turned to CBC Television for its 
third season. The weekly half- 
hour magazine style program is 
broadcast Saturdays on CBC 
Television at 12:30 and on CBC 
Newsworld at 2:30. 

Susanne Pettit-Crossman re- 
turned as host after undergoing a 
double-lung transplant. Susanne 
is diabetic and has cystic fibrosis. 

This year the magazine for- 
mat will be interchanged with full- 
length documentaries to include 
topics such as Disabled Women 
and Abuse; Sexuality and the 
Disabled; Natives and Disabili- 
ties and Moving Out of an Institu- 
tion. 


For print, audio copies or alterations to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 or (4%6) 326-0111 
Comments should be mailed to the Editor: Jan Moore 


Ontario Office for Disability Issues 
700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor @ 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 


Henry Botchford 


New national 
executive director 
for CRCD 


Henry Botchford, the new national 
executive director of the Canadian 
Rehabilitation Council forthe Disabled 
(CRCD) has extensive experience in 
development, communications, pub- 
lic relations, special events and orga- 
nizational management. 

He has worked in senior positions 
with the Toronto General and West- 
em Hospital Foundation, St. Michael’s 
Hospital, the Martin Group Inc. and 
the Ontario Association for the Men- 
tally Retarded ( now the Ontario 
Association for Community Living ). 

The Canadian Rehabilitation Coun- 
cil for the Disabled is a major force in 
the removal of physical barriers, 
changes in attitudes and the provi- 
sion of relevant supports so that three- 
million Canadians with disabilities can 
live as independently as possible. 
The Council is the only cross-disabil- 
ity, multi-professional organization in 
Canada. Formed in 1962, it now 
includes more than 70 Canadian or- 
ganizations. 
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Health Minister Frances Lankin has 
introduced legislation that will set the 
stage for the fundamental restructur- 
ing of Ontario’s long-term care sys- 
tem for seniors and adults with physi- 
cal disabilities. 

One of the goals is “to make direct 
payments to adults with disabilities, 
so that they can purchase and man- 
age their own services. This goal 
addresses the central importance to 
consumers of maximizing dignity, in- 
dependence and control over their 
own lives,” the Minister said. 

The government will allocate 
$133.5-million to establish integrated 
homemaker services in areas of the 
province that do not yet have them. 
Homemaker services will, as a result, 
be integrated with home care in all 
areas of the province. These ser- 


Ability Group houses employment services 


vices will be available to all home care 
clients whether or not they require a 
professional health service. This is a 
major step in redressing serious ineq- 
uities in service distribution. 

The government will also adopt a 
palliative care policy for Ontario. 
Beginning in 1993-94, the govern- 
ment will allocate $4.82-million annu- 
ally to fund palliative volunteer visit- 
ing programs, educate more that 
1,000 service providers, and estab- 
lish 14 pain and symptom control 
teams. 

The restructuring framework is the 
result of “one of the most comprehen- 
sive and democratic consultation pro- 
cesses ever undertaken by govern- 
ment” in which redirection proposals 
were discussed with some 75,000 
long-term care consumers and pro- 


Minister Elaine Ziemba (left), David Christopherson, MPP for Hamilton Centre 
and Aznive Mallet, executive director of PATH Employment Services for the 
Disabled at the official opening of the Ability Group centre in Hamilton. 


Minister Elaine Ziemba helped launch 
the official opening of the Ability Group 
centre in Hamilton. The Ability Group 
is an innovative concept whereby the 
employment-related services of three 
local organizations — Amity Goodwill 
Industries, Ontario March of Dimes 
and PATH Employment Services have 


been brought together in one location 
to better serve the needs of both job 
seekers with disabilities and potential 
employers. 

The Ability Group centre is located 
in the Amity Building at 225 King 
William Street in Hamilton. Call (416) 
523-8292. 


_Long term care changes encourage control over own lives 


viders at more than 3,000 meetings. 

Consultation showed that people 
wanted a continuum of services that 
begins by promoting good health and 
offering the support services needed 
in communities, then addresses the 
greater requirements of residents in 
long-term care facilities, andfinally, is 
sensitive to the needs of the termi- 
nally ill and their families. 

Future planning and management 
of aboriginal services will be guided 
by the recommendations from sepa- 
rate consultations and ongoing dis- 
cussions with aboriginal organiza- 
tions. 

A report providing more details on 
the consultation and the final policy 
decisions is expected in January, to 
be followed by the implementation 
framework in the spring. 


Advocacy Act 


( From page 1) 


members will be senior citizens or 
individuals who are, have beenorare 
likely to be disabled. To ensure that, 
the Act calls for nine of the 13 Com- 
mission members to be chosen from 
among people recommended by an 
Appointments Advisory Committee 
representing seniors and people with 
disabilities. 

Province-wide public meetings and 
information sessions willbe held early 
in the new year to inform interested 
individuals and organizations of time- 
tables and details of the nomination 
process for the Advisory Committee 
and the Commission. 


For further information, please 
contact: 

Andra Takacs 

(416) 327-2397 

TDD (416) 326-1778 
1-800-387-4456 ( Voice and TDD ) 
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Melanie Maaskant, one of Project Work's trainees, gaining work experi- 


ence through a temporary assignment at Domenic A. Meffe Architects. 


Job training for those with learning disabilities 


Project Work is an employment 
agency, funded through the Canada 
Employment and Immigration Com- 
mission, whose philosophy is that 
people with learning disabilities can 
hold meaningful and productive jobs. 

It offers anintensive 12-week skills 
training program to prepare trainees 
for further on-the-job experience. 
Trainees are skilled in a variety of 
areas such as photocopying, collat- 
ing, filing, internal mail delivery, hos- 
pitality services and data entry. 

One of the driving forces behind 
the program is the Business Advisory 


Group (BAG), whose mandate is to 
increase the number of job opportuni- 
ties, part-time or full-time, for Project 
Work trainees. 

Anyone with temporary work that 
needs to be done or wants more 
information about the program can 
contact: 

Santiago Vasquez 

Employment Co-ordinator 

Project Work, Suite 209 

40 Orchard View Blvd. 

Toronto, Ontario M4R 2G1 

(416) 481-2211 


Spring conference on learning disabilities 


The theme of the 9th National Conference of the Learning Disabilities 
Association of Canada is “Invisible No Longer: Rights, Routes and 


Responsibilities.” 


It will focus on advocacy, equity and access needs of those who have 
learning disabilities and what can be done to empower this population to 


assume its rightful place in society. 


Topics willinclude: advocacy and self-advocacy, reading andliteracy, 
human rights, legislation, employment equity, exemplary practices, 


parenting and research. 


The conference will be held April 28 to May 1, 1993, at the Sheraton 


Parkway Hotel, Richmond Hill. 


For more information contact: The 


Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario in Toronto at (416) 487- 


4106. 


Report estimates 
10 per cent have a 
learning disability 


The Report of the Interministerial 
Working Group on Learning Disabili- 
ties was released at the Learning 
Disabilities Association of Ontario’s 
annual meeting in Oshawa. 

The working group reviewed the 
availability and effectiveness of pro- 
vincial services for adults and chil- 
dren with learning disabilities. It was 
formed in 1990 under the leadership 
of the Office for Disability Issues in 
response to concerns of the Learning 
Disabilities Association of Ontario 
represented by its executive director, 
Eva Nichols. 

“| would like to thank the Learning 
Disabilities Association of Ontario for 
their ongoing willingness to assist in 
the development and preparation of 
this report,” said Minister Elaine 
Ziemba. 

It is estimated that 10 per cent of 
the general population has some form 
of learning disability. These include 
difficulties with memory, reasoning, 
reading, writing, attention, co-ordina- 
tion and other areas. 

Consultation will continue to Janu- 
ary 29, 1993 followed by the prepara- 
tion of an action plan for consider- 
ation by the Government. 

Membership includes a represen- 
tative of the association and the Min- 
istries of Citizenship, Colleges and 
Universities, Education, Health, Cor- 
rection Services, Community and 
Social Services and Skills Develop- 
ment. 

Copies are available through the 
Office for Disability Issues, 1-800- 
387-4456 (Toll-free, Voice/TDD), and 
the Learning Disabilities Association 
of Ontario, (416) 487-4106. 


| 
| 
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New study seeks answers on aging with cerebral palsy 


There are a lot of questions about 
aging with cerebral palsy. As some 
people with the disability get older, 
they experience arthritis, pain in 
muscles and spinal and respiratory 
problems — but it isn’t clear if their 
problems are because of aging or 
their cerebral palsy. 


Environmental 
projects develop 
future job skills 


The Ontario Environmental Youth 
Corps (EYC) helps youth develop 
transferable employment skills while 
planting gardens, recycling garbage 
and creating accessible woodland 
trails. 

_EYC is a provincial youth employ- 
ment program which provides funds 
to non-profit and public sector organi- 
zations for a variety of environmental 
projects. Agencies use EYC grants 
to hire people between the ages of 15 
and 24 ( up to 29 for persons with 
disabilities ). Special consideration is 
given to projects that develop oppor- 
tunities for employment disadvan- 
taged youth, including youth with dis- 
abilities. 

Eligible employers include non- 
governmental organizations, public 
interest and environmental advocacy 
groups, local tourist associations, 
aboriginal groups, municipalities, 
school boards, conservation authori- 
ties, universities and colleges. 

Interested employers must submit 
project proposals by February 12, 
1993. 

For more information on the Envi- 
ronmental Youth Corps program, em- 
ployers and interested youth can con- 
tact the Ministry of the Environment 
Human Resources Branch at (416) 
314-9300. 


The Ontario Federation for Cere- 
bral Palsy hopes to find some an- 
swers with a new study funded by a 
$20,000 grant from the Trillium Foun- 
dation. Project co-ordinator Alice Born 
points out that the work will not be a 
Clinical study. A literature survey and 
interviews with people with CP, family 
members and service providers are 
designed to generate interest in sci- 
entific research. 

Born says there are many good 
family doctors in the province, but 
they can’t enlighten patients with ce- 
rebral palsy who have these health 
problems. “Part of the problem is that 
they’re not trained. They do not really 


understand what cerebral palsy is, 
except the specialists.” 

The Federation initially looked for 
adults with cerebral palsy who are 45 
years old and over, but it’s now hear- 
ing from younger people as well. “I 
had a person call me the other day 
who was 33 and having some of these 
problems.” 

The Federation is getting some 
help charting the new territory by work- 
ing with the New York State Develop- 
mental Disabilties Planning Council, 
which is conducting a similar study. 

The Federation’s project will con- 
centrate on Ontario, but will also use 
material from other provinces. 


1993 Centennial Flame Research Award 


The Standing Committee on Human Rights and the Status of Disabled 
Persons of the House of Commons is inviting Canadians with disabilities 
to apply for the 1993 Centennial Flame Research Award (CFRA). 

The Award, of $1,500 for 1993, will come fromthe money collected from 
the Centennial Flame fountain plus any private and corporate donations 


made directly to the CFRA Fund. 


The recipient of the Award will use the money to fund a research project 
aimed at publicizing the achievements and contributions to public life of 


Canadians with disabilities. 


Any Canadian citizen with a disability may apply for the Award. Applica- 
tions for the 1993 Award will be accepted until March 31, 1993. 
For more information on the selection criteria and how to apply: 


Clerk 


Standing Committee on Human Rights and 


the Status of Disabled Persons 
(613) 922-1481 

TDD (613) 995-2266 

Fax (613) 992-7974 


Information about the Award is available in alternate media formats. 
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Recent CAF grants promote equality, integration and independence 


More than $493,000 in grants from 
the Community Action Fund, a pro- 
gram of the Office for Disability Is- 
sues, have been announced by Citi- 
zenship Minister Elaine Ziemba. The 
grants have been awarded to 18 non- 
profit disability organizations across 
the province. 

Projects that are funded promote 
the equality, integration and indepen- 
dence of people with disabilities. 

“These community organizations 
provide vital education and support 
services to people with disabilities,” 


Info. update: 
Alternatives to print 


An article i in nthe Fall edition of Courier 
noted that a task force was estab- 
lished by the Minister of Colleges and 
Universities to identify effective ap- 
proaches to the provision of alternate 
formats to print material for print-handi- 
capped postsecondary students. The 
definition was not complete. In addi- 
tion to people who are blind or par- 
tially sighted, the term “print-handi- 
capped” includes students with a 
learning disability and/or who may be 
mobility-impaired. 

The task force will: 
- review the audio and braille tran- 
scription service currently being pro- 
vided to student users through the W. 
Ross Macdonald School in order to 
determine the effectiveness of the 
service. 
- investigate the extent to which alter- 
nate approaches to the provision of 
transcription services are being uti- 
lized and the viability of these ap- 
proaches as alternatives to the cur- 
rent means of service delivery. 
- review the current funding arrange- 
ment to determine its appropriate- 
ness and adequacy. 
-recommend effective approaches to 
the provision of transcription services 
to print-handicapped students. 


says the Minister of Citizenship with 
responsibility for Disability Issues. 
“The groups want to work in partner- 
ship with government. They need the 
province’s help, and they’re getting 
it.” 

The recipients include: 

- VIEWS for the Visually Impaired, 
$40,000, to provide advocacy ser- 
vices at all government levels for chil- 
dren who are blind or who have low 
vision and to promote public accep- 
tance of people with visual impair- 


ments. Theorganization serves about 


6,000 children. 

- The Income Maintenance Group 
forthe Handicapped, $40,000, to es- 
tablish an office to enable the con- 
cerns of people with disabilities to be 
presented to government. 


- The Learning Disabilities Asso- 
ciation of Ontario, which represents 
about 800,000 people with learning 
disabilities. $40,000, to set up a con- 
sumer advisory council on learning 
disabilities. 

- The Trans-Action Coalition, 
$40,000, to evaluate transportation 
services and accessibility for people 
with disabilities and seniors across 
the province; they'll also assist other 
groups. 

- PUSH (Persons United for Self- 
Help) Northwest, $30,000, to openits 
satellite office at Fort Frances, 
Atikokan or Kenora. 

- The DisAbled Women’s Network 
(DAWN) Ontario, $10,000, to hold a 
“Symposium for Change” to address 
health care issues. 


Diane Dupuy's Famous People Players in "Alice in Wonderlana” -- just one of 
their many entertaining and educational performances. The proud profes- 
sional troupe of blacklight performers is comprised of young people with 
developmental disabilities who demonstrate their capabilities on stage. 
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Plan to attend NAAW events May 31 to June 6 


Ontario now has more than 70 communities organizing Ontario a better place for people with disabilities and for 


events for National Access Awareness Week (NAAW). society as a whole. 

Activities range from conferences, educational work- The Ontario Office for Disability Issues supports the 

shops, and displays to participation days, barbecues, provincial office of NAAW through a Community Ac- 

puppet shows and open houses. There’s still time to plan tion Award grant. For further information on how to 

an event for your community. celebrate NAAW in your community, contact Betty 
The provincial kickoff for the sixth annual National Davidson or Tim Lynne-Davies of the Provincial Office 

Access Awareness Week will take place in Lindsay on of NAAW at: (416) 408-3289 

Monday, May 31 with a closing ceremony scheduled for (416) 974-0502 TDD 


Ottawa on Sunday, June 6. 
_ NAAW is an opportu- 
nity for Canadians to 
‘assess what needs to be 
done in their communi- 
| ties in order to ensure the 
full integration of persons 
with disabilities in all 
aspects of life. 
In a spirit of partner- 

ship, NAAW brings 
together individuals, 
volunteer organizations, 
business, labor, and 
government to help 
integrate people with 
disabilities in their com- 
‘munities. 

Ontario events include 
the ninth annual Commu- 
nity Action Awards 
ceremony at the Legisla- 
tive Building in Toronto 
on June 1 where Citizen- 
ship Minister Elaine 
|Ziemba will present 
‘awards to 12 Ontarians 

who have helped make 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Members of the National Access Awareness Week provincial co-ordinating committee 
meet to discuss this year's events. From left to right are: Tim Lynne-Davies, assistant 
to the provincial co-ordinator; Bev Woods, Canadian Paraplegic Association and Gillian 
Lynne-Davies of the Canadian Abilities Foundation. Out front, with her guide dog 
Samantha, is Betty Davidson, the provincial co-ordinatior for NAAW. 


Ontario 


Government shuffle gives ODI new deputy 


February’s reorganization of the Ontario government minority women and women with disabilities. 

meant some new faces at some ministry offices. At Her predecessor at Citizenship, Stien Lal, has taken 

Citizenship, Elaine Ziemba remains as Minister. over the post of Deputy, Minister for Municipal Affairs. 
The Ministry has a new Deputy — Naomi Alboim, As far as other government ministries that deal with 

who was Deputy Minister of the Ontario Training and important disability issues, there is a mix of new and 

Adjustment Board. She worked closely with business, familiar faces. Ruth Grier has taken over as Minister of 


labor, people with disabilities and other groups to ensure Health, while Tony Silipo was named Minister of Com- 
their interests were reflected in the Board’s composition  munity and Social Services. Dave Cooke has become 
and objectives and in legislation. As Assistant Deputy the Minister of Education and Training, which encom- 
Minister of the Labour Policy Division of the Ministry of passes the former ministries of Education, Colleges and 
Labour, she oversaw legislative reform such as the Wage Universities and Skills Development. Housing Minister 
Protection Act and such innovative projects as the multi- Evelyn Gigantes and Transportation Minister Gilles 


lingual booklet, “Working in Ontario.” Pouliot retain their portfolios. 
Ms. Alboim spent over three years at the Ontario In announcing the reorganization, Premier Bob Rae 
Women’s Directorate, first as Director of Policy and said the changes “underscore the importance we attach 


Research Branch, and then as Assistant Deputy Minister. to economic renewal and jobs. We’re also reducing the 
She worked with community organizations to expand the number of ministries in government, responding to our 
mandate of the Directorate to address the needs of racial need to be leaner.” 


Advocacy planning committee members 


HT 


Partners join the Advocacy Project to plan information sessions in 16 communities across the province. The 
purpose of the meetings is to examine issues concerning appointments to the Advisory Committee. From left to rigl 
are: Susan Atkinson, Linda Clements and Sandi Friedman of the Ministry of Citizenship's Advocacy Project; Orville: 
Endicott, Ontario Advocacy Coalition; Stan Delaney, ARCH; Morris Jession and Felicia Fallen of the Ontario 
Coalition of Senior Citizens and Clément Sauvé, senior adviser of the Ministry's Office for Disability Issues. 


| 
| 
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Living wills can help create peace of mind 


[ 

| Living wills are already honored in Ontario 

under common law. However, the new 
Consent to Treatment Act will give a 
statutory backing as well when it comes 
into effect. Although documents naming a 
proxy decision-maker do not yet have the 
force of law, they can be completed now, 
and will be valid when the Act is pro- 
claimed late next year. 


Increasing numbers of people are deciding to make 
living wills — documents which outline the extent of 
‘medical intervention desired if they are too incapacitated 
to make their wishes known. 

_ Although anyone can create his or her own living will 
and file it away for future reference, these documents are 
often difficult to locate when needed. To address this 
problem family physician David Williams and his wife 
Maureen Kennett created The Living Wills Registry 
(Canada) in November, 1992. It is a computerized 


system that provides access to an individual’s living will 
24-hours a day from virtually anywhere in the world. 

The Registry provides full documentation with four 
components: a living will where medical choices are 
made; a proxy document where a substitute decision 
maker is named; a personal values statement where 
specific beliefs can be outlined; and an organ donation 
form. An instructional guide is also included. 

A wallet-sized identification card issued to the client 
directs medical personnel to call the Registry if that 
person sufferes a serious illness or injury and is inca- 
pable of communicating. When a telephone request is 
received, the Registry responds by faxing a copy of the 
subscriber’s living will to the medical facility. This 
information can be accessed 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. 

The cost of the documentation and registration is $70. 
Subscribers can change their wills at any time for a 
nominal fee, and each subscriber is automatically con- 
tacted every two years to ensure that the information is 
up-to-date and reflects the person’s wishes. 

The Living Wills Registry (Canada) can be reached at 
(519) 273-7245. 


Many responded to learning disabilities report 


We are very pleased with the high rate of response to 
‘The Report of the Interministerial Working Group on 
Learning Disabilities,” says working group chairperson 
[Sandra Carpenter of the Office for Disability Issues. 

| More than 800 responses have been received by the 
Office for Disability Issues out of 1,600 copies of the 
report and accompanying questionnaires distributed 
throughout the province. 

Adults with learning disabilities are becoming in- 
creasingly involved in the work of the Learning Disabili- 
ties Association of Ontario (LDAO). Many of them 
responded to and participated in the consultation process 
on the recently released report. 

Eva Nichols, the LDAO’s provincial executive direc- 
tor says “It is imperative that the people of Ontario 
understand that 10 per cent of the population have learn- 
ing disabilities. We have to raise the profile of this 
isability in a realistic way in order to change society’s 

attitude. Only then can we anticipate that people with 
jlearning disabilities will be enabled to reach their poten- 
al. A learning disability need not be a road to a dead 
end.” 


Elaine Ziemba, Minister of Citizenship with Respon- 
sibility for Disability Issues, will speak at the opening of 
the 9th National Conference of the Learning Disabilities 
Association of Canada to be held April 28 - May 1 1993 
at the Sheraton Parkway Hotel in Richmond Hill, just 
north of Toronto. The theme of the conference is Advo- 
cacy. The purpose is to inform and provide a forum for 
those who have learning disabilities, their families and 
professionals who work with them. 

For more information contact the Learning Disabili- 
ties Association of Ontario at (416) 487-4106. 


For print, audio copies or alterations 
to the mailing list call: 
1-800-387-4456 or (416) 326-0111 
Comments should be mailed to the Editor 
Ontario Office for Disability Issues 


700 Bay Street, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z6 
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Use Starphone to dial 
for disability info. 


Lisa Airst is a true information junkie — but she’s 
looking mainly for news from disability organizations. 
Airst is the writer/broadcaster for The Toronto Star’s 
disability phone line on its StarPhone. The service is 
free and provides consumers and organizations with up 
to date information on disability programs, services, 
upcoming conferences and new publications in Toronto. 

Airst, who was a researcher with the CBC’s Disability 
Network, says she gathers information from all over — 
magazines, disability newsletters, contacts — and up- 
dates the line once a week. “I don’t favor any disabil- 
ity,’ she says. “I try to cover cross-disabilities, 
programs, conferences. I think I give a good bevy of 
information. I'd like more of it!” 


Call: 350-3000, Extention 2031 
for disability information 


Airst says she relies on people to send in information 
and phone the line, building its popularity. Organiza- 
tions and people with disabilities can submit information 
on events or services by writing her at 120 Shelborne 
Avenue, Apt. 112, Toronto, Ontario, M6B 2M7. 

You can hear the disability line on StarPhone by 
calling 350-3000, Category 2031. 


Toronto transit projects 
made more accessible 
through jobsOntario 


The jobsOntarioCapital fund will provide a $1.5- 
million to help the progress of five rapid transit projects 
in the Greater Toronto area and to make them accessible 
for senior citizens and people with disabilities. 

The projects are: extending the Scarborough rapid 
transit line to Sheppard Avenue; building the Sheppard 
subway from Yonge Street to Don Mills Road; extend- 
ing the Spadina subway from Sheppard Avenue to York 
University; building the Eglinton West subway from the 
Spadina subway line to the new York City Centre; con- 


structing the first phase of the Mississauga Transitway, 
including high occupancy vehicle/bus lanes and selected 
stations. 

Ontario’s Minister of Transportation Gilles Pouliot has 
said, “Ontario is committed to a transportation system 
that is accessible to all people, including those who have 
disabilities or are frail or elderly.” Construction will 


start in spring, 1994, subject to favorable environmental # 


assessment decisions. 

But some features for easier access are already in use 
or being tested on the TTC. The yellow platform edge 
markings can be found in some stations to help people 


with low vision, while floor markings are being tested to © 


direct them towards stairs and escalators. New T-1 
subway cars are now being tested to replace the older 
models. The cars have wider doors to allow customers 
using wheelchairs. And the traditional subway whistle 
is fading out, to be eventually replaced by chimes and 
flashing lights. 


Rendez-vous forum 
will stress access to 
an active lifestyle 


v 
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‘Living the Difference” will be the theme at the annual _ 


Forum of the Active Living Alliance for Canadians with 
a Disability. “Rendez-vous ‘93” will be held from 
September 30 to October 2 in Montreal and will empha- 
size the importance of access to an active lifestyle. 

Themes of particular interest this year are education 
and services to children with a disability within the 
school’s sports curiculum; rights and responsibilities to 
active living from the perspective of politicians, service 
providers and people with a disability; and playground 
accessibility — successful approaches to liesure ser- 
vices. 

The forum will be conducted in both French and 
English and will offer sign language services in both 
languages. People who are interested in speaking at the 
forum or who need more information can write to: 


Rendez-vous ‘93 

Attention: Mrs. José Malo 

Association régionale pour le loisir des 
personnes handicapées de l’Ile de Montréal 
525 Dominion Street, 3rd Floor 

Montreal, Quebec 

H3J 2B7 

Fax: (514) 933-9384 

Phone: (514) 933-2739 (Voice and TDD) 


Small agency helps 
find work for people 
with disabilities 
In spite of economic hard times, a small union-run 
| placement agency in Montreal is finding jobs for many 
| people with disabilities. 
| The unemployment rate for people with disabilities is 
| 60 per cent, but IAM Cares has managed to find work 
| for 1,600 of them in Montreal and Vancouver since 
| 1989. 
| JAM Cares is sponsored by the International Associa- 
| tion of Machinists and Aerospace Workers and is fi- 
| nanced through the federal unemployment insurance 
| program. The agency is inspired by a successful place- 
| ment program that started in Seattle in 1980 and spread 
| to several cities in the United States. 
Employers are asked what kind of skills are needed for 
_a position, then are matched with a candidate. Director 
| May Polsky says the agency also does a lot of career 
counselling and refers people for in-depth skill assess- 
| ments to federal employment centres, guidance counsel- 
| lors and pyschologists. 
“We really make use of resources in the community,” 
| she says. 
| Polsky is proud of how IAM Cares has been described in 
| some media as a “hard-nosed, hands-on agency.” 
“In many instances, we really do have to market the 
individual, and in the process, we educate the employer. 
She says employers not only get a new worker, but a 
| different impression of the capabilities of those with a 
| disability. They also discover that in many cases, little 
| or no accomodation has to be made for the new em- 
| | ployee. Polsky says these employers with a changed 
attitude become “repeat customers” — coming back to 
| the agency for more applicants. 
Polsky also wants IAM Cares grow. “We’ve been 
| hoping for some time to set up an office in Toronto.” 
| For now, however, the agency is based in Montreal and 
| Vancouver 
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Engineer credits good 
team-work for award 


| An engineer at Toronto’s Hugh MacMillan Rehabilita- 
tion Centre has received a prestigious award recognizing 
his work on electrically-powered artificial limbs. 

| The Wiegand Foundation and the Centre for Society, 


| 
| 


Technology and Values at the University of Waterloo 
have given the Wiegand Award for Canadian Excellence 
to Morris “Mickey” Milner, the centre’s vice-president 
of Research and Development. The award celebrates 
“outstanding contributions to humanizing science, tech- 
nology or engineering.” 

Milner is a modest recipient. “A lot of people do the 
detail work,” he says. “I’m surrounded by teams of 
superb specialists, and there’s no way I can claim the 
whole credit.” 

Milner has directed the centre’s rehabilitation engi- 
neering department since 1978, a position which in- 
cludes marketing assistive devices for people with 
disabilities. The department designs prosthetic hands, 
arms and elbows and also has a microcomputer program 
that helps people who have cerebral palsy, spinal cord 
injuries or neurological damage to communicate. 

Milner calls his work “extraordinarily gratifying” for 
helping people with disabilities through sophisticated 
equipment. “Some of these people may be sees able to 
express their needs through this technology.” 


Two scholarships 
now available 


Students with physical disabilities can apply now 
for the Aird Scholarship, offered by the Ontario 
government, and the Canadian Airlines International 
Education Bursary. 

The Aird Scholarship is intended to help Ontario 
students who will be enrolling in the first year of a 
full-time program at a recognized Ontario 
postsecondary institution in September 1993. 

The Canadian Airlines International Education 
Bursary program, established by airline employees 
in conjunction with The Hugh MacMillan Centre 
School, has been designed to complement the Aird 
Scholarship. It is intended for Ontario students who 
are planning to enrol full-time in the first year of a 
program at an Ontario College of Applied Arts and 
Technology in September 1993. 

The deadline for applications for both programs is 
April 30, 1993. 

For more information contact: 

Dr. B. Bothwick 

The Hugh MacMillan Centre School 

350 Rumsey Road 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4G IR8 

(416) 424-3831 


Annual games to 
showcase athletes 
with disabilities 


The Ontario Games Council for the Physically Disabled, 
a sub-committee of Sport for Disabled Ontario, will 
receive a $70,000 operational grant to help pay for 
Games-related operation and administrative expenses for 
next year’s regional and provincial games. 

Ed Philip, who was acting Minister of Tourism and 
Recreation, at the time of the announcement, said “This 
grant will help the organizing committee pay for costs 
associated with staging the regional games. This gov- 
ernment, with the help of hard-working people in busi- 
ness, labour, the community and sports organizations, is 
helping disabled people overcome barriers throughout 
society.” 


Ottawa, Windsor, Ajax and Cornwall to 
hold regional games 


Four sets of regional games in early 1993 are sched- 
uled for Ottawa, Windsor, Ajax and Cornwall. The 
games are qualifying events for the 18th annual Ontario 
Games for the Physically Disabled, which take place 
July 8 to 11, 1993 in Thunder Bay. 

The Ontario Games for the Physically Disabled are 
annual summer games in which athletes from the four 
sports associations for the disabled participate: the 
Ontario Blind Sports Association; the Ontario Wheel- 
chair Sports Association; the Ontario Cerebral Palsy 
Sports Association and the Ontario Amputee Sports 
Associations. 


Conference examines 
conductive education 


The Ontario March of Dimes will hold the First Cana- 
dian Conference on Conductive Education in Toronto, 
May 28 & 29, 1993. 

Conductive Education takes an educational approach 
to training and exercise, focusing on the person as a 
whole. It was developed by Dr. Andras Peto in Hungary 


shortly after the Second World War. Peto believed that 
there are many routes from the spinal cord to the brain 
and that the human mind is highly modifiable. Conduc- 
tive Education is designed to allow the individual to find 
the route from brain to limb which best permits motor 
control. 

The Peto Institute works with children and adults with 
Spina Bifida, Cerebral Palsy, Parkinson’s, and similar 
disabilities. 

The conference is being held in co-operation with the 
Easter Seals Society and the Stroke Recovery Associa- 
tion of Ontario. 

For more information contact: 

Shirley Teolis 
* “Discover Conductive Education” 

Ontario March of Dimes 

60 Overlea Blvd. 

Toronto, Ont M4H 1B6 

(416) 425-0501 


Toronto hosts 
international conference 
on autism 


It’s been said that people with autism mostly live in a 
world of their own. And experts from around the world 
have been trying to build a bridge to people with autism. 
Many of those experts will share their findings at the 
1993 International Conference on Autism, which will be 
held July 13-17 at the Regal Constellation Hotel inToronto. 

The conference is co-sponsored by the Autism Society 
of Canada and the Autism Society of America, with 
support from the Autism Society of Ontario, Kerry’s 
Place, which administers group homes for people with 
autism and The Geneva Centre, a service organization. 

Organizers expect about 1,500 delegates, almost half 
of them parents of children with autism, as well as 
doctors, educators and other professionals. 

Several presentations will be made, including the 
topics of “Autism International: Japan/U.S. Partnership 
in Educational Excellence”; “Autism and Personality”; 
and “Sharing our Experience: Young Adults with 
Autism Speak About Their Lives.” 

A panel of experts from Ontario, the United States and 
Australia will discuss studies on Facilitated | 
Communication, the controversial typed form of 
communication being tested with some people with autism! 

For more information, contact: Margaret Whelan, 
Executive Director, The Geneva Centre, 322-7877. 
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